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P R E F ACE. 



I submit the following pages to my countrymen. They aim 
State some facts connected with the Formation of the State of West 
Virginia, and other Incidents of our late Civil War, not, I think, gen- 

4 

■erally known; and explain others. So far as they relate to my per - 
j wnal experiences they gi-ve in the main, my feelings, views and ac¬ 
tion as expressed at or near the tirpe the events occurred, as will 
appear from the date and place, which are generally affixed. 

I have thought a pretty free interchange by the members of our 
Great Political Family, of personal experiences during the War, would 
best enable us to realize that amount of Political Wisdom which the 
magnitude of the Sacrifice made, ought to yield. In this belief I 
have ventured to contribute my mite—hoping others equally inter¬ 
ested, will approve the suggestion, and contribute of their abundance. 
Sincerity and Truth on all subjects, ratfier that) the graces 
Seem to me to be the characteristics njasf qeerjed. Also 









marks on subjects Political, Financial, Educational and Rel 

since the War closed. We haye got to get 
on which our Government rests, 
we are Falsities^ politically sq, 
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Government as we possess, 
its citizens be Honest, 

Discreet, Frugal and Virtuous wome 
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ERRATA. 


I note here material errors discovered on perusal, and give the 
correctiqn. On page 45, paragraph 3—the practice with the Virginia 

A 

Legislature prior to 1861 was to first take the sense of the voters on 

i * . • • 

calling a Convention to alter or amend her Constitution. It was done 
prior to those of 1839 and 1850—though at no time was it required 

i . * 1 . ^ » 1 1 ■ 

by her existing Constitution prior to that date. On page 194, para¬ 
graph 1, for “Ephraim B. Hall,” read A. Bolton Caldwell “At- 
forney General;” and for “Judge Brown” read Judge Berkshire 
“became its first President.” Both Mr. Hall and Judge Brown 
were second, I think, in succession to these offices under the New 
State. I find no typographical errors which the context will not 

1 * 


correct. 
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government, by the citizens of Brooke County—A Mass 
^eeting at Wheeling, May 14, 1861, and Resultant Con- 

same place, June 11, which Re-organized 



State Government, and Inaugurated Measures for Ei 
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Revolution 
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RESOLUTIONS IN REGARD TO THE JOHN BROWN RAID 
ON HARPER’S FERRY, UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED AT 
A MEETING OF THE CITIZENS OF GUYANDOTTE 

AND VICINITY, DECEMBER 12, 1859. 


Whereas The recent atrocities committed at Harper’s Ferry, 
the conduct of our authorities, both civil and military, relating there¬ 
to, and the move made in other States—demand in our judgment, a 
calm, full, and earnest expression of the sentiments of our people: 
Therefore Resolved,— 

0 

First : That the recent audacious an 4 unprovoked aggression of 
John Brown and his a^ociates upon the laws and dignity of our 
State, and the fights guaranteed to us by the Federal Constitution 
merits the unqualified* Reprobation of all men, wherever resident, 
who believe in the common rights of Humanity, or that the Constitu* 

Union are worth preserving; and that Jhe ; existence of an 
opposite sentiment on this subject, k whether expressly. avowed, or 
pecessarily implied, denotes the greatest perversion of the moral, or 
derangement of the intellectual faculty. 
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Second 


tainin 
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and 




Tto*t as citizens of the State.,thus assailed, 
yjews, whether living upon the banks of 
Chesapeake—we know of but one 
repel at all hazards. 

the conc)qct in this emergency 
s, Judicial, Executive and Military 
having represented 
determination, the high 












Fourth : T 



while we have wi 






in some 








table and murderous attack, which 
acquiescence—we hail with corres 







instance of its conderorihtion 




*\#e in common with the slave* and 
people of onr State,* solfemhiy pn 
le interfereiifce with thb slaVeS* of X 










valuable to us in the preseVit, or worthy our hope in the 0 future, i 
Icfavfe this subject to ouf own management—believing, as^ we reli, 
iously do, that all forfeifgn/oittside interference tends only tc! f the pe 



citizens of othef States,’ by all tfctet 4 is sab 
and kindred,' worth our 1 remembrance in 
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manent injury of bbttfBond and Free, and tb bfaS and beclbiid with' 
passion and prejudice that arbiter, to whose decision alone th£ Fed¬ 
eral Constittttrdrf,' the voice of mankind, and the will'of the Almighty, 4 
have dOmrWltted it —<t dear perception of our own best interest. 

, .III 

; That as VirgirflarfS, every inch* 6f her soft'& deh/dfid* 

saerdd to us; and While we' partake of her* phtesefoT leSSltigs, and 

past glory, we pledge'out all to her defence—with*'iftteh&ken confi- 

* § 

ddnee, ttet* by-’a'seasonable retnbvat of unjust discrInitiation now 
existing afrfOng her great interest, a' libe r al, enlightened and active 
policy in'completfng her works of Internal Improvement, increasing 
her Hotite Manufacture, fostering her Commerce, and encouraging, 
with her" Military, the Mechanic Arts—our beloved Commonwealth 

A. , 

will yet become, as she has ever been in the Cabinet and the Field," 
first also in point of Wealth and Material greatness. 

A \ * • * 

Seventh : That we b£lievfe there is no natural, or necessary an¬ 
tagonism in our vast,and as yet but partially developed and sparsely 

, • 

settled country—betwdCh free and slave labor ; bAjt‘that“the two sys- 




what is 1 
/«<•/, whi 
where it 
3<nd proi 


/ a 'willlong cbn thvfte to adjust tHTSitfSelves to the wants 
mtry-, with entire harmony,* antT the 1 happy effects to our 
prosperity and happiness, 1 h<*retoforCexperieriCed : That 
rmed the K ‘’Irrepressible Conflict” can have no existence in 






country needs, as it does now, ’a hund 
e, free and slave*" included ; but has bee 
d bv unpatriotic m'eft, North and South, 






efterte and 




people, add sefvetheir own 
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THE PEOPLE OF 
, TO THE 









JANUARY, 


«*. s h 



To the General Assembly of Virginia : 

* r 

* » 

Whereas The undersigned, being leg^tl yoters, 

in the present alarming crisis—the 












seperated at present (unless the unfrozen 
waters of the Ohio shall acjmit our going round 
improvements of other States) about six days journey from our 

only proper place to look for succor in time of 
whereas the recent audacious assart upon IJarper’s Ferry 

our people to fortify and strengthen by all the means in their 
power—we would respectfully, but earnestly urge upon your Honora¬ 
ble body, the imperative necessity of completing at once the Coving¬ 
ton and Ohio Railroad to the Kentucky line-fop fhe following 
reasons: . 

4, t * 

First : 



It will bring that 


of tl|e cis-AUeghany 


portioi} 

branch of the family, now so alien by position, hut rjot sjs ygt in affec¬ 
tion, in close and easy communication with the M^terqal head—to 
promptly give and receive succor, and exchange daily congratulations 

and favors —which tend so much to make a Great People in heart 
* * «* • • * * 

and in purpose, one. 

Second : While we regard all the great interests of the State, 
every section thereof, entitled to equal protection and favor from 

-for want of 






; and reflect that our broad, and as yet 
outlets—very imperfectly developed section of country 
for many years been subjected to heavy, and in 
equal and unjust taxation—to help build up Railroads and 

of the State- 








we feel it to be our just 
adequate consideration already rendered, to have the 
Ohio Railroad promptly completed. 

above sectional and 

* of the State, and whole 
it will unite more 
and affection, a 


bead 





now the 
ceiviog 





, and yet beyond 
and thereby increase 
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and cheap communication with the great West—the produci 
e of which have mainly built up, and now sustain in all theii 
i greatness, 1 the cities on our North. It will materially hel|; 

Norfolk a great depot, and when this takes place, direci 
h the ports of Europe will spontaneously and at once spririf 
fiat city will then be able 'with'ftebessary despatch to colleci 
, atod discharge and distribute, ,f the cargoes of Ocean-goin^ 
t will open both East and West, cheap and expeditious out 
thereby help to develop and turn : ttrto money, her vast min 


feral 


er 





aftd gf Bitty enhance her Agricultural wealth. The 
thousand ’ waterfalls along the line will become a 



effective auxiliary in building up Hoihe manufacture—so neces¬ 
sary to hef<hide{ienderibe—and in fine it’frill bfe to her present un¬ 
finished system of Improvements*, and to her ^ people, a quickening 
spirit—infiisihg into them new life; and inspire hdr people with that 
love of Industry, and the Practical Industrial Arts; which has made 

i 

England, thfe progenitor of us all — “what ‘England is !” 

• « 

Its speedy completion will greatly strengthen and enhance the 
interest, Independence -and convenience Of ’the Whole South, by es¬ 
tablish ng bb 4 Southern soil, upon the Atlantic,' great Commercial<and 
Manufacturing depots, with a cheap, quick and safe access thereto, 
and to our ’Springs and Watering places— for every specks of propettg . 

. \ t t * ■ • ‘ ■ 

Fourth*: The completion of this road trill give to itself and the 
entire system of Improvements, including the w&ierline, with which 
it is to connect, and form r the mailt trunk and Teeder-^-sofrie now in 
decay, and all a languishing burden—a vital and highly remunerative 
existence—tha^sWall soon extinguish the Public Debt. To delay, 
tlierfefdrltf, sCbms to us in this point of view merely, as unwise and 
sufticlai, as it would be for an individual to delay the opening of the 
main Sluice to the ReserVoir, after having dug all the ramifications 





is extensive Farifi ; or toxontplete the last 
1 Bridge, which shbuld connect it with 













tally as necessary in our mind, t 
expended simultaneously, and in 
East and West ends. For an ad< 
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next two years in tunnelling tl 
le to anybody, while that sum 
e the half million now fast goi 







on the 


open' 
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a cheap 









Ohio to a large portion 
tural products, and from 

some extent the obstac 
















convictions on this vitally i 
and mature consideration; and 
and in respectful terms to your Honorab 
the power to act—our duty ends for 






with you 


This Memorial was numerously signed and forwarded to Rich¬ 
mond, but the prayer was unheeded. The entire appropriation 
made, was ordered to be expended on the East end. I think this 
was our last appeal to the Richmond Legislature. 


* 
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In reply to a long and labored article that appeared in the New 
York Couric? and 'Enquirer , of the 20th of November, i860 
Massachusetts’ "Personal Liberty Laws” annexed- 




-assumiog 

show the same were not in violation of‘the United States Constitution 



I sent to the Boston Courier the following Letters 
are preceded by the Massachusetts Laws, and the Editor’ 

the laws of Congress on the same 
reference is made to Brightly’s Digest, 












From the New York Courier and Enquirer, November 

ACT AND PERSONAL 










there is no law in any 

We proceed to 
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as it contains the 





and 



and substance of all 
We will give 
show that not one of 















We copy 
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Revised Code of 

«. ’ > *e f v. » a* 


CODE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
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' > $ 
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i \ 



/ I # 


I'he Governor, by and with the advice and consent 

- t J r * 1 ‘ i . f • f . * J If' ’ 1 ' 1 b • , 




" % 

Council, shall appoint in every county one or more 
learned in the law, who shall, in their respective counties 

' * • •«C 1, 11 «. i»; l j * • . ■ > , . , 1 - , * * '* , 

erson is arrested or seized, or m danger of being arrested or 
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itive from service or labor, on being informed thereof, 
gently and faithfully u$e all lawful means to protect and defend s 

to t 1* • . • 1 • 5 ' n't ^ J l* . • I , ^ t f t 






a 


fugitive, and secure to him a fair and impartial trial 

i r, i ^ i» .tiij . :i i nru, il 

and the benefits of the provisions of this chapter : and any attorney 

< , * , iJ. i lt k , _ ; r , .» i : * 

whose services are desired by the alleged fugitive may also act as 

; 0 • < ..is - i.. i i » j i.» 


counsel. (Act 1855, 489, $ 17.) 

1 » t • * 

58. 

clerks’ fees, and officers’ fees, an 


The commissioners shall defray all expenses of witnesses, 

d other expenses wbiqfa may be in¬ 
curred in the protection and defence of any "person so seized or ar¬ 
rested ; and the same, together with the reasonable charges of the 

» • 

commissioners for their services as attorneys and counsel, shall be 

[ >aid from the treasury of the Commonwealth on a warrant to be 
ssued by the Governor. (Act of 1855, $ 18, p. 489.) 


J 


59. No person while holding any office of honor, trust, or 
emolument, under the laws of this State,'shall in any capacity take 
cognizance Qf any case, issue any warrant or other process, or grant 
any certificate, under or by Virtue of an act of Congress 

* ** * * » j j p . i )»| 

the twelfth day of February, in the ^ear 1793, entitled ?‘An 
specting fugitives from justice and persons escaping from the 

mastery,” or under or by Virtue of an act of 






iigliteenth day of September, 1850, entitled “ 

• \ , & 1 x 



mend 


C I • • 4 








shall, in 



mentary to ‘An act respecting 
ons escaping from the service of their masters,’” or 

serve such warrant or 


who shall offend against the 


* indirectly acting in such 


one thousand dollars , or be 
each offence . (Acts of 1 
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or other place 
State, or any county therein, s 





offence created 




any person 

• of the acts of Congress 
accused or convicted of 



• a 




in the 


, or order issued under either 
or attempting to rescue, any person arrested or 



under 






suit 


provisions of either of said acts, nor 
a person arrested on mesne process or 
or pehalties accruing, or claimed to accrue 



V A J 

sequence of 41 d rendered to any fugitive escaping flom service or 

ft. 5 / a* * jr rt -4..« J *#* t ♦. _ _ A f _ ' \ 



(Acts of 1843; pag* %, and 1855, page 4%, § 19-) 

§. 61. Whoever shall* remove from fh£ limits of this State, or as¬ 
sist in removing therefroft, or come into State with the intention 


of removing or assisting in the removing' therefrohi,’ or procure or as¬ 
sist in procuring to be'so" removed, any person being in the peace 
thereof/who is not held tb service or labor by the “^>arty” making 
“claim,” or who has not “escaped* 1 from the party making “claim, 1 ”, 
or whose service or labor is not “due” to the “party” making “claim'^ 
within the meaning of those words in the Constitution of the tTnited 
States/oh the pretence that such" person^ is so held or has so escap¬ 
ed, or that his “service or labor” is so “due*,” of with the intent to 
subject him to such “sefvice or labor,” shall be punished by fine not 
lesf than one thousand hbr mofa than five thousand dollars , ana by 
imprisonment in the S’tate pHson Mot less than one nor more than five 


years. And any person sustaining wrong of injury by any proceed¬ 
ing puhisHable as aforesaid, may also maintain an action and recover 

$ ® k * 

s'therefor. (Act ^855, 489, sections 7, 8./ 

Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, jailor, coron^f 
cer of this State, or of the police of any city or 
county, city, of town officer, or ahy officer or 
Volunteer militia of this State, who shall hereafter 
in, or return, or aid in arresting, imprisoning, 
any person for the reason that he is 
ive from service or labor 







* *: 




any 

ber 




fine not 
lars, and 
nor more 

I. H 


r' 





one thousand and not exceeding 

in the State Prison 


(Acts 1843, 69, sec. 










The 



militia shall not act 



manner in 










a fugitive from 




for not 


against 

fine not less than one 
dollars , and by imprisonment in 
nor mote than two years . 
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penalties prescribed by the two 

act of military obedience 



shall not 


performed by any officer or private of the militia. 











65. Nothing in the eight preceding sections, nor in 
nineteen, twenty, and twenty-one, shall be construed to 
much of the act of Congress of the twelfth of February, 1793 

to fugitives from justice.. (Act of 185^, 489, 21.) 

66. No person holding a judicial office under the laws of 
United States, or the office of Commissioner of the Circuit Court of 
the United States, shall hold any judicial office under the Constitu¬ 
tion and laws of this State, except that of Justice of the Peace. No 
Justice of the Peace, while holding the office of Commissioner of 
the United States Circuit Court, shall have authority to grant any 
warrant, or to issue any process, civil or criminal, other than sum¬ 
monses to witnesses, or hear arid try any cause, civil of qriminal, un¬ 
der the laws of this State. (Act of 1858, 175, sec. 
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OUR FATHERS* BOND.— No. 1. 


Mv Friends and Fellow Citizens or Massachusetts: 

for the dearest memories of life to cluster aroun 







un 




annals 








, and graves of our Antestors, For here upon 
of 'our youthful minds are indelibly daguerreo 
impressions, by the rays of Love from Parents 
graves. 

* 

to be known to fame, or to 
the heroic and patriotic 
: naturally adds strength to 

boy needs to be reminded 


























is, that however long or remote 
from my native State, my anxious solicitude for 

while 1 claim with pride, as a 
I deplore, with the 
in the Union, and in relation 
that forms that Union. 

To establish and perfect this Union for themselves and 

* 

the Fathers, (the brightest constellation of great men that 
sacrificed their treasure, ease, comfort, and in fact their 

Look now for a moment to the fruits this Union has produced i 

* 

space of eighty-four years. From the thirteen feeble and 





discordant Colonies, it has swelled to thirty-three States ; each an 
Empire, or containing the elements of one, within itself; each with a 
Republican form of Government, self-acting and independent, except 
so far as restrained by our Fathers* Bond, the Federal Constitution. 
This Bond also established a Republican form of Government for 

« %t s 1 • <jj fV- . y v . * 

Imperial and General purposes, resting for support immediately upon 
the People of nil the States, from wh^m it derived, its powers ; and 
is also self-acting aw'd entirely Supreme , within the scope of the pow¬ 
ers granted it. 


^ • * 




• ■ * 



This Federal Gov^rnpient is charged^ wit^j jhe care of the People 

of the United ftates as . a unity to be, the qnpary^il Guardian and 
Protector of all—the People of each St^te being lefp fre^ to conduct 
and manage through their respective State Ck>vernmei | 4s, ft)! their 
local and domestic matters, as the sqil, cjitnatq, and resources 
their particular Slate shall, in their judgment require* ^roviejed 
ways they do not encroach upon,’ or obstruct the clue execution 

powers, which are in all cases within the scope 
it, Supreme. 

workings of this transcendantly wise System, our Terri 







about 





froip narrow strips along the Eastern 
nigs, to the Pacific—our People 
millions—our Cities, from one, 

i i t - 

to about one 








the third, and soon, if the Union is 
in the World. Our Commerce 




m 




Tonnage, increased 




* ft * 
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annual 

0 

$30^000,000 ; and in 
makes a People great, 

and hitherto 


para lively 




flag known and honored by all Nations; and even the 

up people of the *East, 








Nor 











our shores—asking our friendship and 

extension of our Government over 
new peoples, occasioned any injurious competition 
thgonisrti; in the working of the Great and vastly 
trial interests, under its wonderful System ; but the whole 
Characterized by that perfect harmony and reciprocity shown in the 

of the vital functions of a healthy animal body—no 
much, and every where enough—each part receiving and impart- 
vigor and nourishment— (save only here and there the grating jar 
of obstruction to the due execution of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
Blessed with plentiful harvests, and general health; at honorable 
Peace with all natidns; and until within a few short weeks, every 
department of business prosperous, and our people full of hope and 
happiness. 

Now—a Crisis is upon us! Secession is attempted; Revolution 
is invoked ; the whole Industrial and Commercial interests of the 
Country, are-fast sinking into distrust and bankruptcy. Alarm is be¬ 
coming depicted on every countenance; and all this National great¬ 
ness, happiness and^hope, are threatened with desolation and ruin I 

These apparently violent and startling phenomena must have an 
adequate caUse svmewhcre. For this we should diligently seek, if 

a cure. Is it the recent election of Messrs, 
atid Hamlin by Constitutional majorities ? By no means 

cannot weigh a feather in any rational mind, 
character of these votes, with the well known causes that 





this 




them, and the foreshadowed future , that have 
roused the South. 

naturally infers the future from the 
What then is the Present, and what has been the 














of African Slavery, w 
African extraction, happily intermingling in the 
with the whites of fifteen 





11 


At the 



and thicken in 


soon 



but few 


Interest and 







Northern States to get rid 
emancipation. An ancestor of 
Court's decision of Massachusetts. 




member, (as many of you must,) the fate of the 
of your State. There was a time when “Nigger Hill 
as famous in that vicinity as Bunker Hill in Charleston, 

And the ridiculous caricatures of 




very different cause. 

tion Day, derisively called “Bobolition Day' 1 by the 

show with what esteem the freed blacks were 








They soon 
The census of i 




the people of Massachusetts, at that day. 
away like the Indian before a superior race, 
shows the increase of free blacks from 1840 to 1850, to have 
Only ten per cent ; while the increase of Slavey during the same 
period, was thirty per cent. This is a very material and significant 
fact In determining whi,ch is the true normal condition of the race. 

At the formation of the Constitution, Cottop, Rice atjd Sugar, now 
the great staples of the South, were comparatively unknown in this 
country. My cotemporaries can remember when <f Ii)dia Cotton” 
was all we heard of. Our Southern Statesmen at ttyat tinje saw lit¬ 
tle chance in their States for future profitable employtijent of Slaves, 
and hence their recommendation of gradual emancipation, ai^d hence 
as one reason their failure to make more ample and explicit provis¬ 
ions in the Constitution for this species of property. 

The great Cotton, Sugar, and Rice interests have all grown 
The climate and soil suited to their successful 



since. 




negro labor; and hence their increase in value and 
from $100 to $1,500 in value, and from comparatively few in 
to about 


were not 

Slaves 



000—Virginia and other States, whose soil 
raise these products, found it 







Markets, particularly after 1 
was prohibited. Cotton has now become 

have hitherto proved its only 
“Lord Paramount” of the 




ore seen, 



of African 




it may be almost said, rest 
demand for Cotton, and 
Labor , the primary cause of 

traced; for the 







1 m 






n 




farmer 



the constantly increasin 
the South— to make room for 

4 ' 

since the Conflict, which has 

the fearful Present! 




lave States continued to view the 
Economy, until some twenty- 
conscience arid education wfere formed 


Massachusetts, the subject of African Slavery had no 
code of morals; in any Sermons, or Prayers of Pulpits, 
and teachings of the School-house, or under the Paternal 




© 


» i I 





a question then to be settled by profit arid loss m 
, as hi the South. But since my day the subject has 
to the “forum of Conscience first in the Free States 





weak, or designing men, and took the name df Abolitionism ; which 
was at first'very odidus, often rotten-eggedj and shunned by Political 
demagogues, as a pestilenbe. But as the subject was peculiarly 


fitted to arouse and enlisUthe feelings, and as all the facts connected 
ivith -the actual working of the Institutiort Were too remote to admit 
6 f practical correction—Utopian imoralists, and stormy preachers; too 
desirous of notoriety, espoused the subject as a hobby. It entered 
the School-house, and *asceridecl the Pulpit, and b^gan to become an 
element in forming* and building up the conscience and education of 
the rising generation: Its progress was $loW, however, until the 
name was changed to “Free Soilism” about 1848,' sdon after the 
acquisition of the Mexicari Territory. The Subject then became 
riespectable, and entered most of the Pulpits and School-houses, was 

Cdurted *by political demagogues, and soon began to ascend to 

* 

highest offices. « . 





entered so largely into the fornfation and building 
consciences and education of the present generation, that 

in the Free States conscientiously 
greatest of moral evils, without 
undeceived. 











This I look upon as the most alarming feature 

entered as a reality 
daily worked upon by so large an 
and unscrupulous men, without the accessable 



the 












the South 





and stimu 
ed 'and 




increasin 


and here we 



r opposite conscience, 
and political good to 
the fearful issue, now to 
arms! 


The South, holding in their hands the Cotton 

most have; and the 4,000,000 















ported and ’taken care of by somebody—will agree to 
Fathers’ Bond, the Constitution, as their rights have been, 

by the Supreme Court, provided the Free 
&ain&' ‘ ! 








t • 


•. % 


To nothing short of this will the South ever submit 
encounter disunion and death, rather than Submit to 




# m 


dishonor. 


• i 


• • • 



Now m it not right that the Free States should come to these 

* * « ** * 

tends ? What sacrifice will they have to make ? I am unable to see 
any. From my stand point the vital interest of every Free State lies 
in preserving the integrity of the tJnion. The South, will still be 
content td confine herself to raising the raw material, (always the 
poorest paying part in the producing process) and exchange with 
the North for her manufactured articles, or pay the customary duties 
on whatever she imports, rather than forego the blessings of Union 
and open a Free Trade Alliance with England and France. All she 
asks is to be let alone, and secured in her Rights to the extent the 
Constitution guarantees. 


What substantial sacrifice, I repeat, does she ask the Free 
? 


States 




Nothing, I affirm, but to keep inviolate our 
To do that you will only have to abjure that false, 
and abnormal conscience, which cunning and designing 

up among you, upon a subject you can 
have no concern with, except faithfully to 
the Bond as our Fathers 











the entire heartlessness of 






The acts of the Free States flatly contradict their 

There exists too long and too 
actual facts and conduct, towards that unfortunate race, to 
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TO DIE OUT 





them 




congenial climate ? 








ult., extracts 






York Courier and 
so called “Personal. Liberty 
Books of Massachusetts and 











and a 
their 







article by the Editor, 
with the Federal Constitution 

I 

Congress in pursuance thereof- 
y admits they amount to “Unfriendly Legislation.” 

never witnessed a more unsuccessful attempt. Nor did I 











such rank nullification , not only in spirit and 
but in letter , existed on her Statute books. 1 learn also from 

source that Massachusetts was the first to pass these nullifica¬ 
tion laws, and that the other nullifying States only followed her exam¬ 
ple. It is her laws therefore I propose to test by the provisions of 

the Constitution in my next. 

»/ • • 

Cabell County, Western Va., December i, i860. 


OUR p 4 TIfERS> BOND.—NO. a. 

My Friends and Fellow ’Citizens of Massachusetts : 

. * 9 * * tl • • 



my former number I endeavored to give you what seemed 
pe to be the true dipijosis of our present National disease, 
which our present injpinent danger springs. I will now endeavor 
convince yoif of some of the errors at least, you have been 
commit by reason thereof with the hope you may correct 
fore it shall be too late. 

in our Federal Constitution which relates 













Slaves is the following; 

service or labor in one State 
into another, shall, in consequence 
discharged from such services 









SHALL BE DELIVERED 


on claim of the party to whom 




15 




the Federal 





m 

9 






Laws of the 

be made in pursuance thereof, and all Treaties 






authority of the United 
supreme law of the land; and the Judges in 

ing in the Constitution or Laws 












JJ 


These 









are characterized by the same 
hemsiveness and precision of language that mark the other 
that Instrument, as well as the other productions of 
Franklin, Hamilton, Madison, Pinckney, and their associates— 
all eminently practical—and accustomed to say and write 
they meant in plain English, so that to be misunderstood, or 
strued, requires the labor and pains. 

• * 1 * 

Now if my servant, owing me service or labor for life, or my 
prentice, owing me servic# or labor for a term of years, should es¬ 
cape to Massachusetts, whht in* the fair meaning and spirit of these 

Provisions of the Federal Constitution, would be the duty of the peo- 
pie of Massachusetts to dq ; ahd‘ what to abstain from doing ? 





line clauses themselves answer b’otlV branches of the inquiry : First, 

«► •• « 

“he shall not fa discharged by reason of any Law or regulation of 

Massachusetts." Hente any attempt to effect his discharge, directly 

♦ 

or indirectly, openly of dovertly, by any a£t of her Legislature, her 
officers, or citizens, would violate this clause of the Constitution, and 
involve all parties participating therein, in a breach of their oaths to 
support the Federal Constitution/ the “Supreme Law pf the Land.” 
Having seen what it is thtfir duty to abstain ftofh doings the next in- 

ThtT clause 




quiry is, what does it' enjoin on them to do ? 
answers this branch of th^ inquiry in equal!/ Explicit terms, viz : he 

be delivered */ on* claim of the" pefson to 





service or labor ma^bfe dbef” Iris unquestionably the 

first prb(re his tide to such Fugitive—but he 
profit 1 iiPthtrn&nner the title to other 





the 
only be 






b^ thfe rules of the Common Law 
*e Constitution; at which time 










secured 


witness would be sufficient, and deposits 

This would clearly be the 
as Congress, whose duty it i 
Constitution fully sustained 





all ri 
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action 

his slave 


for the 






and catch him . 

in order to “deliver 



He certainly 







his principal, and. actually deliver 
Court —and a like positive duty would 




people of a State, to satisfy this clause 
to its fair intendment and meaning. 

is it thus “to deliver up ?” It seems 





# 


“to deliver up” rests upon the State in 
as well as on every citizen thereof—he bein 
in faithfully discharging a Constitutional duty restin 
being also a citizen of the United States, and 








State 


paramount obligation to support its Constitution—he may be 

at all times, by either Sheriff or United States Ma 
help form a posse to assist in such “delivering up.” 

Any attempt therefore, on the part of any State to prevent or deter 
its citizens by the impositions of heavy fines , and infamous impris¬ 
onments , from faithfully and fully discharging this plain Constitution¬ 
al duty, would be atrocious indeed ! -As it would thereby impose on 
its own citizens, the awful and justly abhorent alterative of submitting 
to these heavy fines and infamous imprisonments, or a violation of 
their Oaths to support the Federal Constitution l And it seems to me 
to be equally clear that it is the duty of the State in its corporate 
capacity, acting by, and through its Officers, to “deliver up such 
fugitive; for the same sentence , wfyich forbids a State making aqy “law 
or regulation,” “to discharge” (which would be clearly a corporate 
act,) continues the sajne corporate duty, to “deliver up,” which can 
be done only by ^qd through its Officers. This seems to me 

meaning and intendment of the Fugitive Slave clause i 
Federal Constitution, when taken in connection with the othei 








But it i 





the Editor of the Courier and 


referred to, that when Congress passed 
assumed to enforce and carry out the 
Constitution, it thereby ousted and displaced 

and thereby absolved 
obligation to “deliver 
the use of State Jails, Court 
subject; and cites the case 












i 
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always subject 
a State. 









vania. 1 have not seen this case, nor 

therefore say what 
There are doubtless cases, where 

jurisdiction on the same subject 
any Act of Congress, 
and limited by the Federal Constitution 
from a positive duty, 

Federal Constitution itself —unless the creature 
creator—the inferior, above the superior. 

There can be no doubt but that this positive duty so 
the State, and its citizens, to “deliver up,” by the Federal 
tion—the Supreme Law—does continue until removed by 
high authority that imposed it, any law of Congress, or Constitution 
or laws of States to the contrary nothwithstanding. And hence it is 
the duty of the State in its corporate capacity, and all its citizens, 
cordially co-operate with the Federal authorities in faithfully carrying 
out the Fugitive Slave Law, as our Fathers intended; and to extend 

the use of State Jails, &c., for the purpose. 

« 11 

But where no such positive constitutional duty exists om a State, or 

its citizens , it seems to irje equally clear, the Federal Government has 

» 

mo better right to State Jails, &c., thaq any one else ; nor any right 
to call on Sftate officers as such; bqt only as citizens of the United 
States, to which the citizens of evppy Sfatc owe a paramount allegi¬ 
ance. . 


• « 


One ford now as to the way tbp Editor says they contrive 
to work these “Personal Liberty Laws,” so as to attain their end, 
without violating the Federal Constitution ! Which is as follows : 
First, The Legislation by Congress, that is the passage of the 

Laws of 1793 and 185a ousted and displaced the 
absolved the State and all its citizens from 







“deliver up.” That is, the field is cleared 
come and take the fugitive, if they can find 
tate enforces the withdrawal of all her 









description, from Governor down to 
with her volunteer militia, by pecuniary fines not 
more than two thousand dollars, and confinement in 

years, and closes all her jails, &c. 

♦ 

warrant from the United States Commissioner 












C 


of the United States 
appearance cleared of obstruction 
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, a corps of 

each County 


in the 


“or in 


a 






to “protect” and 
arrested/’ and if caught, 
trial by a jury ! (The laws 
so “learned in the law” claim 








ct 



and absolved all State duties 



trials should 













$ _ m 



am 






had before a United States Commissioner, 
protecting care of these Commissioners, 

” the United States Marshal happens to nab 
and have him in legal custody, these Commissioners, by some 
cendental art, known only to the “higher-law” people, restore, 
stantaneously , the State jurisdiction I but not the duty and 
to “deliver up 1” and one of their number applies at once 
State Judge—makes oath that the fugitive “is illegally held” 
procures a writ of habeas corpus and places it in the hands of 
Sheriff, who brings the claimant, supposed Fugitive, and Marshal, 
before the State Judge—by virtue, as they say, of this other provision 
of the Federal Constitution, viz: “The privileges of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless in cases of Rebellion 
or Invasion, the public safety shall require it.” Overlooking the 
fact, that their invasion of, and resistence to, the Federal authority 
by arresting the United States Marshal, fugitive and claimant, create 
the very exigency which suspends the right to writ of habeas corpus » 

m «• 

(Webster defines Rebellion, “A resistance to Lawful Authority.”) 
By their “higher-)aw” however, they are enabled to get over these 
things. Having thus superseded the Federal proceedings, and Unit¬ 
ed States Commissioner, and gotten all hands before a State Judge, 
encounter this other obstacle, viz : that this State Judge i 
who has a reputation and conscience to look out for, and 
an oath to support the Federal Constitution 1 They fear 

from the earliest history of the Common 
i, in England and this Country, the writ of 
been tried and decided by the Judges, 
their “higher law” soon enables them to surmount 
other Clause of the Federal Constitution, viz 


where the value in controversy 

U'P 













has 

jury 










the right 







, shall be preserved.” 
> necessary to give 
would imply “ 
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deny. Nor can 







get over 



also, 


they 











follows 



summoned, who 


mant 





the “ dead- fall” 
of the Jury and judgment 
against such claimant, that the 
” “or did not owe him service or 











claimant came into the State under “pretence,” 

These facts established, and the claimant is inevitably subject 
heavy pecuniary fines and infamous penalties prescribed in 
Section of the “Personal Liberty Laws f and these Commissioners^ 
so “learned in the law” are ready to say to another unfortunate 

♦ i® 

mant, “Come walk into my parlqr, little fly!” In many of 1 

l ^ ^ 

“Personal Liberty Laws,” two witnesses are required to establish 



claimant’s tide, though one has always been held sufficient in trials 
other property ; and by the Common Law, depositions of absent wit¬ 
nesses have always been admissible in trials of title to property ; but 

are denied by the “Personal Liberty Laws I” 

With all these embarrassments the claimant f tusi fail, and become 

% 4 • » 

subject to the awful penalties. It renders the Fugitive Slave Law to 
all intents and purposes inoperative. It it nullification to all intents 
and purposes, and in a most treacherous and sneaking form, for it 
seeks to attain the object fully, and shirk a just, though awful respon¬ 
sibility. 

The Editor of the Courier and Enquirer states that the whole 
and purpose of these laws were to prevent Kidnapping I That 
there were men of wealth in New York and Boston, who are 







negro 




years 



Slave trade, and would not hesitate to kidnap and sell 
Southern bondage 1 I cannot tell what other moral 
been generated by this “higher law” conscience 
I do know, that while I was acquainted with 

as rare as a South Sea Islander; 







# _ • 









have been as much necessity for Such Legislation 

as the other. So grave and heinous a charge 
a large class of citizens, only shows to what an 
may be 

, there is a storm 
honor to wipe, at 
and have y 










hands clean and 


8 




The recent victory 

of pride, but pure 
Besides, it should be 
to lead out at once, 

The principles and 


es yon 




as well as 



* * 



entire 




Stephens, in his great speech 
ia of the 14th ult, will, on one 
The platform contains as one of its imm 

* i ^ « » * 

ng States* they having been the first to 





These principles are fast permeating all 
ing the understanding and conscience, and 
hearts of dll; Should the nullifyihg States set about 
once their justly' obnoxious and odious laws, a settlement 
effected and the tfriibn preserved—but if not—a settlement will 
garded unattainable, and redress sought in some form, by Revolution i 
no gentler means will' sefve. I can ’further say— speaking from 
lirttitecj knowledge of jier people — -that the United South Upon Mr. 
STfepiife&’s platform—notwithstanding her supposed inherent weak¬ 
ness-will 1 prove invincible ; ‘as she will'have Right, the approbation 
of good men, and our ^athefs’ (fed* on fieri side. . 


* • 1 • * * 4 t #,!* 1 

If I find time I will endeavoir td show in another number* the 


: i -»* 


ruinous!tercets such a withdrawal and loss of 12,000,000 cbnsutnefs 


will have 1 on all New England interests. 


^ k 9 • I 


* fl 




Cabell County, Western Va., December 6, i860. 
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OUR FATHERS' BONt).—tfO. i , 


Mv Friends and Fellow Citizens of Massachusetts 




As i 
ber, to 
great purpose 
families 





in my former, it will be my 

to the business and laborin 


9 . 




who are 



is, to make a good living 
means, and not to your present 
on tip-toe in large places once 

like, as mere i 
an extreme elevation 

























and affairs 








those great men, as well as 

Utopian Moralists, nor 
to feed the hungry 

captive after an abstract perfection in 

Almighty has denied us in 
nor six-penny Lawyers, who 
Laws” as to nullify completely 
laws of Congress made in pursuance 

I 

too long and seen too much of the world 






any change in that quarter, for their bread ahd 
grandisement lie there. It is the honest and industrious 

the Merchant -and Mechanic, the owners of Real Estate in Cities 





and Towns, the Farmers, and owners of Stocks in Railroads 

« • I » * * « i i ^ • «#t • 

Factories, the Ship-owners, and the great laboring classes, engaged i 

4 • ♦ % * \ 

various departments of Manufacture, that I wish to address 

• . 4 . . • » » 

the inevitable results that will follow the withdrawal of the fifteen 

l 1 * * * ♦ ♦ * 

Slave States, the 12,000,000, which are now the consigners of yqur 
manufactured articleand the formation of a separate Confederacy, 
with a Free Trade Alliance with England and France. 

1 \ , 1 * 

The withdrawal of two or three Cotton States will not effect this. 
It will require a withdrawal o t all the Slave States, The Border 
Slave States, Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland and Delaware 

will go with the Southern Confederacy. Their interest will be to do 
so, and so will be their feelings. The result will be to these Border 

^ ' 1 I • I W • ^ 

States, they will become the great Manufacturing States of the South. 

v -1 ^ » d 1 i 1«« • 

They will retain the Slave Institution, but have in fact but few slaves. 
They will form thereby the bulwark between the Free and great raw 
material producing States South, in which slave labor will be almost 

employed. The raw material producing States 
and help all they can, these Border 
what they cannot supply, they will get 
nothing from New England; for 
at least a great Gulf between them. 

Legislation will widen and deepen 
ships and English sailors will do the carrying i 
red trade will be at once established between 



and France 
for a 


and 









There 
England wi! 





New Orleans, with the ports 
oing round by New 

her 











is proposed to raise revenue 



imposing an export 
which will warrant 



on Cotton 




other 



article from the London Chronicle 
American Cotton from their 
create Revolution 1 



w I 


price 




can still purchase Cotton at 
where can she find Markets for 
, and all manufactured articles ? 





can 




China, Japan, Mexico and South America, in competition 
and France; and for a while she Would have 
Western States. But how soon a Free State becomes a 












at least to the extent of her own consumption. 

Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, already competing with New England in 

variety of manufactured articles. And how long will it be before the 

other Free States will be in the same condition. Besides, these 

Western and North Western States have rich soil and genial climate, 

and can raise abundance of provisions. But how will it be with New 

* • 

England, where ice and granite are the natural staples, and the soil is 
capable of producing but a small proportion of what the present in¬ 
habitants consume. 

When a Market fofr her Manufactured articles ceases, how can her 

people Live! All experience shows that where Slavery exists to any 

great extent, Manufactures do not flourish. This labor can only be 
^ • * * 

profitably employed in Agriculture, in raising the raw material, and 
has to depend upon others to furnish them with nearly all Manufact¬ 
ured articles, Clothifig, Shoes, Agricultural Implements, Carriages, 
Household Ffirftiture, &e., &c. 1 have only attempted to give 

an outline of the picture; your own particular knowledge can 
as you know better than I can, who it is that consumes 

Manufactured articles, and furnishes Cargoes for your 









&c 





answered that Labor and Capital will remove 







ware 



Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, 
manufacture in those States. This will be 









human 


But they will have to 
s, acknowledge the necessary 
submit to make an honest 






The Land, the 
the Palaces, 






of the fixed 
Ware-houses, the 
Ships of her Commercial Cities 
ries and immense property of every description, 
them, the Farming interests/ Railroads, &c. ? ■ 

also be answered that this discrimination 
States would soon give way to interest and convenience 
^ interest and convenience England and France have not 
















will not ^ive most gladly in exchange for Cotton 
monopoly of supplying them* with all manufactured articles ? 
hard to find in these days, whole peoples that are content to tx 
“hewers of wood andt drawers 61 water,” as the mere producers 
raw material are , when" compared with the Manufacturer, Merchant 
and Carrier. The' fifteen Sl^Ve States have hitherto been such con¬ 
tented peoples, owing entirely to African Slavery which necessitates 
it, and at the same time improves, or at least satisfies both Master 
and Slave; while the Free States by the aid of a protective tariff, 
have been made hitherto the exclusive recipients of the cream part 
of the great industrial producing processes of the country. All the 
South demanded in return, was simply to be let alone in the enjoy- 

9 

ments of that peculiar system of labor, which produced this rare 
harmony of interest, so enriching to the North. This the North has 
denied them I An infatuation and blindness to interest that has no 

parallel! 

Besides, this unconstitutional and infatuated intermedling with 
their peculiar system of labor by the Free States, has now 
a deep seated enmity in the People of the South. This feeling per¬ 
vades the mw-Slave holding as well as Slave holding portions 
People. Neither can conceive of any other motive but to 









annoy. Hence it has become common cause . 
west of the Alleghanies, we have comparatively 
laves, still a blow struck by the Free States 
Slave holding States, would vibrate 

Nor do I think I can 





and rouse at once to arms. 




They are 





this feeling, I think 1 know the 
generous, hospitable and confidin 
are the quickest and most re so 

The whole 







were never. 


tales. Their kindness 




and acknowledged. 
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qualities, given by a brother 




among them, and my own experience 
justice of his remarks. Ask 



what has produced this great change in the feelings 

there are a small portion of the 










in the path long since marked out by 
captivating sophists this country ever produced, who 
separation at all hazards, but the great mass of the South are 
Union, if it can be preserved with justice and honor; otherwise 
are for separation. 


These few Separatists per se, are making every effort to unite 
whole South with them. This is the great game that is now being 
played ; and it is for you to decide into hose hands, long disserta¬ 
tions on the “barbarism of Slavery,” or the fiendish and exultant ex¬ 
clamation of “grinding the Slave power with the heel of his boot,” 
will play the cards. 

I have been intimately acquainted for nearly three years with the 
People along both sides of the Ohio. These People are always on 

the very best of terms. They have a practical knowledge of the 
“Peculiar Institution,” and a dissertation on its Barbarism, I have no 
, would be listened to by the People on either side of the River. 

I 




They ask for the dissertations of no Utopian Moralists, i am 

to see by a late number of the New York Courier and En¬ 
quirer , that its Editor has been touched by the fire of his 
ancestor, and is retracing his steps. My heart is with him in 

But I can 



says of 



blessings and glory of the Union. 




no such glowing eulogy of the Union will satisfy in these 

of the nullifying laws is what is now re 

the People, both North and South 
them by the Federal Constitution, 
nor State Legislatures, nor 
People of the United States, 
ic “Supreme Law of the I 
Editor effect this rope; 
s and cordially discharge 


# 










0 







mportant 





25 






fellow 
shall 


m „ • 




and he may 
to do 











jnen, who 
all 












their 
out of 



from 

road 1 


smart 




country and appreciate 
fear they will never 
and venal presses, nor wrangling 

Utopian Moralists, nor one-i 
*s Family, while attempting to drive 
Mississippi Valley, established the first “ 
Kentucky and Ohio, and received a 

9 

which both male and female have ever since 















thsUrias — in prayer and sermon, in Essay and Romance, 
embellishment and charms, the most gifted genius could 

t 

the Constitution for themselves, with the like earnest 





honest hearts and hard common sense, of the Fathers that made 

- * 

Western Virginia, December io, i860. 


' » § 9 

It was soon after these letters, the “solid men of Boston” and 

vicinity held a large meeting, at which the sentiments 1. had express¬ 


ed were, approved, .apd Massachusetts’ personal Liberty Laws” 
were denounced as jbeipg in violation of the National Constitution, 
and ought therefore, to be at once repealed. But the “higher law” 
people had control of the Legislature, and its action was too hesi¬ 
tating and slow, as appeared to me. These letters, though failing to 
secure all the concessions hoped, fpr, served I think in spine degree, 

» J ^ ‘ *' 

to make her people more determined when the trial at arms come. 


A REPLY 





* 

the Kanawha 

of the late Hon. John 
of Appeals, and t 


the 




a, 









Circuit, 

from the Union. 
George W. Summers, 



a §\§ 



fiepublkan, if he thought 
judge Summers approved, 



OUR NATIONAL CONSTITUTION— WHA 


rw ♦ 



* T 




Kanaukta Mepublkmi :■—I have just read the 
tions and Speeches of the Hon. John J. Aulen, and the 
David McComas. My respect for their personal and high j 
characters, raised at once the hope of getting much irw light upoq 
the great question, which forms my caption, and is so vitally inter¬ 
esting at this time to the American people; and upon the most care¬ 
ful perusal 1 must say, I am disappointed. In the present Crisis the 
American People—the true and only source of power, who make and 
unmake Governments and Rulers—require to be puc in possession of 
our Fathers’ true ideal when they formed the Constitution ; or in oth¬ 
er words, of just what the’Framers of tji’at Instrument intended and 
meant at the time they made it. When' they are fully possessed of 
this, they will be prepared to see what alteration, if any, is required 
to meet the present Crisis, and to execute' aright, the Sovereign 
power which they alone possess. 

True light therefore, is what the people need at this time from 
their Representative men.-- The occasion is‘ too -solemn 
momentous for sophistry, however subtile and ingenious, or w 
springing from deluded minds in the North, or in the South. 

to interpret this instrument aright, the people 
placet! at the stand point of our Fathers, with all their surroundin 







as far 



practicable; and standing in that position should 
hearts and the hard practical common sense 





characterized the Fathers, read for themselves the 


enrunen 

unambiguous provisions of that Constitution, 
man labor through which these Fathers had just 

, had fashioned and accustomed 









and stern realities: and thev were 
when they framed and established 
■:e secure to themselves and 





same 










Every link in 

shows such to have been 

then, let us examine 
true ideal— their true intention 








that prior to the Declaration 
were independent of each 
were united to one head—the Crown of Great 
this common allegiance and accomplish and establish their 
enoe, they united against die Mother Country. A common 
and great pressure from without, held them together 
1777-8, however, a Confederated written Union took place, 

* Articles of Confederation anti perpetual Union.” These 
were assented to and ratified by delegates in Congress, appointed 





* 





LegisJatures of the several States. These delegates in 
“Articles of Confederation,” used this language: “And whereat* 
it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World, to incline the hearts 
of the 1 jeoi£I»atures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve 
and to autkoriu us to ratify, said articles,” &a These represenat- 
tives, agents or whatever other name they were called by, and not 
the people themselves, the Sovereign power— assented to, and rat¬ 
ified them. 

. lilt leading and fundamental idea of the Declaration of Independ¬ 
ence, and all political organizations since, has been, that in the peo- 

pUotUne resides, originally, all sovereign power. When the allegiance 
of the thirteen different Colonies was absolved from the British 
Crown, the people thereof became thirteen distinct and independent 
bodies, Edch of these distinct and independent bodies set to 
ill once to erect for themselves* separate and independent G 
meats, then and now called State Governments. Each of the 

bodies shaped and formed its respective State 

These State Governments when 






ment 
on* 



pleased. 

creatures and agents of the respective 







ratified 





who formed, and who could at any time, alter or abolish the creatures 

creatures or agents, it was, that 
Articles—which was only a compact or 
Legislatures. 

The central governmental power created 
had' power to act only on these L 






enact 



Fhis central power, 

Articles of Confederation 





the 



IM 










; and still there was 
a refractory State, 
All the central 




known 













to the thirteen separate 
respective people observe i 
the greater part of these 
central government, the Confederation, 

erless . No money could be raised to pay the debt the 

* 

created, or defray the current expenses of government; rivalries 

* * ‘ * 

disputes were daily springing up between the different States in 

commerce and other subjects, and the whole fruits < 
long and glorious struggle with the Mother Country, were 
with immediate dissolution and ruin. 

\ » • ! i ' I * . < 

It was at this crisis that Mr. Madison wrote, “I hold it for a fun- 

* " % ♦ 

damental polrit that an individual sovereignty of the States is utterly 
irrecohcfleatble with the idea of an aggregate sovereignty. I think at 
the same time that the consolr&atiofi of the {States itito one single 
sovereignty iis not lesk unattainable,' than it would be iriexpedient. 
Let it be tried, then, whether' any middle ground niay be taken 
which will at ortce support a chje Superiority of the national authority, 
and leave in force the local authorities so far as they can be subordi¬ 
nate^ tfseful ” • Mr.* Edmund‘Randolph wrote : “Government should 

j * «*• * * * 

be able to defend itself against encroachments, and that it should be 

paramount to State Constitutions and have power to call forth the 


force of * the 
fulfil 


Union 



its duty.” 


against any member thereof failing 
Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina, wrote, 


“That the States must be kept in due subordination to the Nation. 





That if the States -were left to act of themselves in any case, it 

would be impossible to defend the National prerogatives.” 

» # * ^ * 

these stern necessities it was that the Convention 
in *787, and with George Washington in 
ancl signed our present Constitution. The 
;e Washington, President and Deputy 
signed their names merely, without statin 

behalf 









behalf, then, did these Deputies act ? 1 

f answers conclusively, viz: 

United States , in order 
ustice, ensure domestic tranqu 
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the common defense, 




the general 
iberty to ourselves and posterity, 

the United States of 



and secure 




ordain 








Constitution with all its various 


the work 




here even, the explicit 

* # 

have required the necessary 
the United States,” in their i 


thirteen Bodies of People in their corporate 

W S t 

were the real parties to the Instrument, acting through and 

« i 9 9 | • * 

It would require a most violent and 






♦ 4 - » 





construction, to have Held it a mere compact between the 
States, instead of a Constitution ekablishetf by all the people 
United States. But at the time of the Deputies signing their names 
they manifestly considered the Instrument as merely an escrow, 
draft , without any force until assented to, and Ratified by, the People 
themselves. And hence they passed a resolution td submit the same 


to Conventions of Delegates to be chosen in each State by the People 
thereof, and that as sooh as the People of nine States should have as¬ 
sented to and ratified the same, it should take effect as to these Peo¬ 
ple, and steps should be taken to organize under it. * . 

* * • « 

Gen. Washington in his letter of the same date’ to Congress uses 
this language: “It is obviously impracticable iti the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment of these States to secure all rights of independent sovereign¬ 
ty in each, and yet provide for the interest and safety of all. Individ¬ 
uals entering into society must give up a share of Liberty to secure 
the rest.” * * * “In all our deliberation on this subject we 








in our view, that which appears to us the great interest o£ 
every true American— The consolidation of our Union.” 

In pursuance thereof, the people of the thirteen States in Conven¬ 
tions held In their respective States, assented to and ratified 
Constitution in the following order: Delaware, December 

12th December 1787; New Jersey, 

January, 1788; Connecticut, 9th 
Massachusetts, 6th February, 1788; Maryland, 2 

May, 1788; New Hampshire, 

1788; New York, 26th July, 

, 1789; Rhode Island, 29th 
the thirteen States, that 







Virginia, 2 







change in the form 
of their respective 





was 








Mow can 
and meanin 


Besides, the 


to make any change 
Legislatures. 

be the slightest doubt but that it 
transaction to unite all the 
they assented to and ratified 
one People , “consolidated” in one and the same 

powers granted in the Constitution ? 
met in their several Conventions, certainly 
\ all the Sovereign power, whether residing in 









when 






or previously delegated to their respective State Governments 
was competent for them, then, acting in these Conventions, 





fer to the Federal Government any portion of the Sovereignty 
chose, and in doing so, if it became necessary for them to resume 
any portion before that delegated to their respective State Govern 
ments, they unquestionably had the power to do it They possessed 
or controlled all Sovereign power, and it was in this case distributed 
by them according to the established forms. The People became 

4 

thereby citizens of two distinct Governments—their respective State, 
and the Federal G overnment, owing allegiance according to the rank 
or supremacy of their respective powers. The fact that the whole 
People of the thirteen States constituted thirteen distinct and inde¬ 
pendent Governments at the time the Deputies drafted the Constitu¬ 
tion, could not prevent, in any sense, their consolidating into one 
People to the extent of the Federal Powers granted, m fast as 

w 

ratified the Constitution . The process of consolidation proceeded 
pari passu with ratification, on the familiar principle of a 
tion paper, headed, “We, the undersigned.” The obligation 

parties as they adopt and ratify by subscribing their 
The fact 











that 



the People of the United States ratified 
convening in thirteen separate Conventions, cal 

respective State Legislatures, instead 
Convention , or in Conventions got 
cannot alter the legal effect. The plan they 

convenient mode, and any 
must have occasioned much inconvenience 

as State Governments 




it at 




The Federa 








upon the 



who 




State 










The Federal Constitution 

ana comotete Government, with its Legislative, Executive 

independent and supreme, 
scope of its Constitutional powers. These high powers 

for the proper discharge of the 
rial duties with which it is charged : and was intended to 
fill 


and protector of all the people in whatever 
was the creature and agent of all. Its Judiciary 
diction of all cases in law and equity arising tinder the 
and the Laws and Treaties of the United States. 






Its Judges are the Judges of all the ppopl§, aqd they are sworn td 
support the Federal Constitution. All §tate officers, before entering' 
on the duties of their office, are required to take a similar oath.’ 
The peculiar nature and character of the provisions contained in' 
the Constitution, can shed no light qpoq the present inquiry, which is,’ 
to ascertain who were ihe real parties to the instrument. And if if 

4 «r * , 

had provided that the President and Vice-President should have 
"been appointed by the State Legislatures as the Senators now are,’ 
it would not have altered t}ie pase, so far as the present inquiry is’ 

concerned. 


But in the face of all these facts, it is gravely contended that this 
great work of Washington and his co-patriots, amounts to no more 
than the placing together in juxtaposition/ the thirteen independent 
bodies of people, then comprising the thirteen States, with no other 
bond of Union than their concurring wills at the moment, liable to be 
changed by the first movement of the Government, and each 
possessing the Constitutional power to fly off at pleasure, 
all their former powers! And is this the thing that 
bis Country and his compeers got up with the express 

s of the old Confederation, “to form a more 








, ensure domestic tranquility, provide 
the general welfare and secure 
themselves and posterity ?” Is this 

ordained and established a 








No. Their idea was w 

was in his cotcniporancoiu letter, lo form a “conso 



juveru 



As we 
rnentj as 
or 









mice undertake to undermine 
sophistry of the higher 
the South, undertake to 
, in the hearts of a hard 



nate for 




that the great arms now mouldering 
at Ashland and Marshfield are 








of their former possessors. How sickly 
purchase the Farm and Tomb of 








secure his ashes, while they thus labor to reduce to ruin 
tution, the great work of his life ! 

And is there any thing in the peculiar form of ratification 


th<* 


people of Virginia, June 26th, 1788, to vary their relation to the 

« | ^ * * ♦ 1 • - * 

Government, or qualify the clear and explicit language of the Pre- 

• * 

amble of the Instrument. “We, the people of the United States in 

* I * 4 * ■ 

order, &c. ?” The following are the Words of their ratification: 
“With these impressions, with a solemn appeal to the Teacher of 

* s * w a * « 

Hearts, for the purity of our intentions, and under the conviction, 
that whatever imperfections may exist in the Constitutions ought 
rather to be examined in the mode prescribed therein, than to bring 
the Union into danger by delay with a hope of obtaining amend¬ 
ments previous to the ratification. We, the said Delegates, in the 
name and behalf of the People of Virginia, do by these presents 
assent to, and ratify the Constitution j*econ}mended on the 17 th day 
of September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, by 
Federal Convention fof the Government of the Uniied States, hereby 
announcing to all those whom it may concern that the said Constitu- 
is binding upon said People according to an authentic 
annexed.” 







is true that in the recital preceding the ratification, 

: “Do in the name and behalf of the People 










make known that the powers granted 
derived from the People of the United 
whenever the same shall 










® # 




I 





and that every power not granted 
at their will.” 





more 



that the People of 
than to re affirm and reiterate 
ic inherent right of 
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serve a 
chose. 



based ? 

meant thereby to qualify their 

to secede, or withdraw, ; 





Rhode 
they did , 








consent of the People of the other 
the people of New York, I 
ould have ratified aficnvards and unc 
they had so understood it ? The question ot < 
came up in the Virginia Convention, and was rejectee 
no ratification at all. 



■ 1 1 * 







f ! 


1788, while the question of ratification was pending 
of New York* Alexander Hamilton wrote Mr. Madi¬ 
son, if a conditional ratification, with power peaceably to withdraw 

on a certain contingency, was admissable : in his reply, M/\ 
Madison used this language : “The idea of reserving the right to 
withdraw was started at Richmond and considered as a conditional 

0 % • & * ® \ ^ | 

ratification, which was itself abandoned, as loorse than rejection — 

the Constitution requires an adoption in toto and forever 

•• ^ 

Will it comport with the accustomed fairness and honor of the 
People of Virginia to now say to the People-of New York, that they 

til * m % * * A 

meant, when they used in the connection and for the purpose before 
stated, the language, “The People of the United States can resume 
the powers granted,” they in fact meant that the People of Virginia 

reserved a. Constitutional right to resume and peaceably withdraw 
without y or against the consent of ike others t This Constitutional Se¬ 
cession doctrine is a solvent that will disintegrate any Government, 

^ « • . » ' 

though it should possess the cohesive qualities of a rock, and must 

^ * , ’ * 

lead the People to consequences they do not foresee. 

v * 

Should not a just and brave People, that have a just cause of com- 

e themselves in the present emergency upon firmer 
ground ? Let the Proviso introduced 




more 



ft 


George W. Summers in the Kanawha Convention, 
ganic change in the Government which shall be 
final 


the People, be faithfully observed by t 








vention. 

Cabell 



, Western Virginia, January 1 
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think, in 



future status 

convince them that since we had kept 

Government and F 

to abandoa either 
















A LETTER TO THE ffok THTTRToV. WEED, OF THE 

ALBANY EVENING JOtJRNAL, JANUARY 15, 1861. 

% ^ 

GuYANDOTTE, CABELL Co.,’WESTEkVV A., Jan. 15, 1861. 

4 

Thurlow WrifcD, Esq. 

Dear Sir.*—! have just read to a gathering o anxious people, the 
late speech" of Mr. Seward, in the United States Senate, on the 

state of the couhtry, and the Crittenden Resolutions. All had 

* * % ^ ^ ' • 

confidently expected that Mr. Seward would at once consent to 

these Resolutions bein£ submitted to the vote of the’ People, who, 

• „ * 

we have no doubt, will approve them by the requisite majorities. 

We all saw the difficulty in the way of the Representative men 

% * 9 ■ 

the Republican party making the concession, justice and the' i 





Union imperatively demand; but we did not 

== * 

moment, that any one would oppose the submission of them to 

. _ 4T 1 

Constitutional masters, the People ! The idea of mere 








cause 





fearful exigency 


the subject, at a time like this, from their mastefs 
were too excited to be trusted) is extraordinary i 

men reputed great, may fall 








At the 




time I read a statement of the reasons 

concessions on the part 

conciliate South Carolina, nor 

« 

and give strength and courage 

, next to putting yours 
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true reason. We of the Border 

the outrages upon 
Government, with as much pain 

we do, while from 
your side who desire the 





the other 





of both 









a great extent at 
who wish to destroy it Many 
had considerable experience of the practical 
Slave Institutions, and are therefore 
relative merits, and demerits, of the two 
the* those who have seen but one side. That great 
human nature and municipal law which requires of every one who 
asks justice, first to do justice—asks the same of your party 
The Border States equally as anxious as yourselves to preserve 
Unio»r— ask it of your party now y by submitting the Crittenden Res- 
dbtSone to the People, whose Decision we will abide. When this is 
done, you* will find ten of the Slave States at least, as ready as your- 
selves, to maintain the integrity and dignity of the Union, and punish 
all arrogant aggressors —but not till them. This is no more than, the 
Union men of the. Border States feel they have a right to ask of 
yow party* 

What is clone should be done quickly. I wrote to friends in 

Massachusetts six weeks ago, warning them of the coming danger, 
mud the »eciis»ty for their at once putting themselves right on their 
Statute Book, in order to secure the cordial co-operation of 
Border States* That State has moved too slowly. Of all the rep re 
sentative men of the Republican party, you, in our judgment, 
come the nearest to a correct comprehension of the true necessity 
the present crisis. 






When it was 





the Convention at 
, though by fraud and 

became intolerant 







treason both to Virginia and 
the Convention 










to vote against its ratification the fourth Thursday 

















The Old Line Whigs and Douglass Democrats 

Our delegates were put under 
observed after returning to their constituents 
thing that had transpired in the Convention 

4 

G. Jenkins, a citizen of Cabell County, theretofore 

t 

from that District, commenced raising a 
Cavalry under the authority of Governor Letcher. The 

Cabell County either joined his regiment, or formed 

i » v 

selves into Home Guards under the pretence of preserving 
peace. “The pomp and circumstance of glorious war” was 

. • * i * 

where about us. A very large majority pf the politicians and 

* ' ' ' - * _ 

property owners were Secessionists. The Hon. H. J. Saijuels, 

whose birth, education, and social relations, would naturally have 

a 

allied him to that party, boldly opposed from the outset and stumped 

his County against its ratification. Similar proceedings took place 

• ' • 

in the other Counties in Western Virginia, and when the day of elec¬ 
tion came the Ordinance was rejected in this section \>y a very large 

» * • 

majority. The arrogant assumption' of the Secessionists had wound- 

• r 

ed the Virginia pride, and aroused a patriotism and heroism, hitherto 

* *. t ' t * . . » • *■ • » • \ • * * * 

dormant, in the humble, inexperienced masses. 



* 



Soon after the election the Richmond Government proclaimed, as 

itifitter of course, a ratification of the Ordinance by the people; and 

General Wise was sent with an army to the Kanawha Valley, 

♦ 

jram and others with similar forces into other parts of 
Virginia—for the purpose of subjecting the Union men, or 
in from the State. The situation of the latter was 





deed, until Union forces appeared under the command of 

* 

McClellan, when Wise and his army skedaddled to the 

♦ 

Mountains—most of their adherents 


During their stay, Secessionists 
w f ay, especially in the lower end of 
headquarters at Charleston, 
and from thence overrun 






much 













taking to Wise’s camp incorrigible 
convert and subdue, he 

State with his family in 
about one hour before 



une, i 



I 
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take me to Wise’s headquarters 
* 

same course* and 
faithfully served the 
Adjutant General during the 
eminent, and when the New State was formed, was 

which office he held with honor and 




mi 

Samuels served 




gotten in 










resigned in 186B—after having 
operation his Court in the six 
Circuit, and many of them had been the most in 

^ 1 * . . . / . i 

State. 



s* 


General John H. Witcher* recently a Representative in 
from the Third District, and now United States Collector of 



Revenue for the same District, was among the refugees from 


County to Ohio, where he obtained a Lieutenant’s Commission, 

# ‘ ^ » i . ' a b ■ I | 

authorizing him to organize a Company* which he soon did, mostly 
of his fellow refugees. He served through the war with signal dis^ 

• Vr 4 ^ ^ t||l * 

tinction for bravery and skill, had the honor to accompany General 

* t 4 * • ® # 

Grant when he received the surrender of Lee’s army, and returned 

• * « ® 

home a General. 

I mention these gentlemen as examples of the kind of stuff Union- 
ism in, Cabell County was composed, when kindled and aroused 
as it was on that occasion. All its soldiers and citizens as a general 
thing proved equally brave and true. And what I have said of 
Unionism in Cabell County, I believe may be justly said of it in the 
other Counties comprising West Virginia, as the public records, both 
civil and military, show. 



soon after General McClellan’s army had driven the 
rebels from Western Virginia, and upon learning the shameful 
of the Union army at Bull Run—filling all loyal hearts with 
cation and despondency—I felt impelled to address the 
to the Cincinnati Commercial 




♦ 
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Letter No. i.—July 24 , 



# 


SOME 







ICH THE PROGRESS 
HAS DEVELOPED. 

is now clear that the 
having long contemplated the present 
much better organized, drilled and prepared to put 
strength, than the loyal portion. For the last five or six 






the 





t _ * v 






former have been practicing the Military art, 
reference to the actual state of war which now exists, and selecting 

’ all grades, as the development of their fitness 






* * # dins. ® 

and finally crowned their preparatory work by robbing the 
jnent of many of its most cherished officers, and the best and 
part of its arms and munitions of war—whilst the loyal portion, 
lintil the last tfiree months—wholly unconscious of the gathering 
storm—were absorbed in their civil pursuits, and made no war prep¬ 
arations whatever. 


* ii 1 

«1 * 


The war has also disclosed on the part of the enemy, a despera- 

# % % ^ * 4 • 1 V 

turn and hatred with an unscrupulous choice of instruments and 
means, which have no parallel in modern warfare. Secret Poisons, 
Concealed Mines, Masked Batteries, Ambuscades, Guerrilla War* 
fare, Punic Faith, and Fiendish Atrocities, allying them with a 
Barbarous and Savage age— the Parthian and his poisoned arrows, 
American savage with his stealthy strategy and malicious 



* i„ • 


slaughter"! His Slave population hitherto'reckoned by us as an 
merit of weakness in such an emergency, has so far proved 
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strength rather. 




% * 


o 


«• 


The Government has done wonders to maintain itself 


* *S. 


unnatural and parricidal blow. In the short space 

' f * * i * * w 

equipped an army of about 300,000 

lii t ft * 

men, who 




three 









« % i 



cadi of their beloved country, 

change their various occupations, and comforts in civil 

untried and severe discipline of the camp. This change, so 

^ ^ ^ • * * 

and radical to American citizens, accustomed as they 

of large individuality 
merits a corresponding consideration 
upon the altar of 
noble minds, is 


inspiring 















care the rules 
medical attention, arms, 
them, and their famili 
Nothing short of these 
Army, and render it invincible. 

it will cheerfully submit to the 
rules and hardships of war, it cannot 
, a self-reliance and invincibility, 
self-control while in civil life, always 




Unlike the hireling automatons which constitute the rank 








armies, whose only aspiration is the approving 
overeign and Superiors, our rank and file are themselves the 
Sovereigns; and although submitting temporarily to the rigorous ex^ 
actions of war, they sit in judgment daily upon the Conduct 
Superiors, whether Civil or Military. 

» 

Finally, it is now manifest that all the stem realities of a mighty 
war are upon us, and the sooner we come to a full and perfect reali¬ 
zation of the fact, and that the preservation “of the best Govern¬ 
ment the sun 1 ever shone on” is the stake, the better; Superior 
fitness M the place, whether Civil or Military, can alone give claim 
at this time. All factitious and accidental distinctions must give' 
place to’ true merit—to God’s great men —whether found in the* 

h * * _ 

cabin,’ dr nanor-house. This the occasion and people demand; 


« 9 ■ * * 


Letter No. 2,-^July 27, 1861. 


SOME FACTS WHICH THE PROGRESS OF 

HAS DEVELOPED. 








It would be unreasonable to 
ours, which has been constituted so 


civilians 
first 
to be looked 








we mi 



with the Military art, should not 
many deficiencies. The great 
this early stage, is courage 
qualities are wanting in 
ng such an army as 
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so far has demonstrated that our rank 



•% 








ies in a very extraordinary degree; so 
that when fired with the righteousness of our cause, and indi 
towards ungrateful parricides, they can scarcely be controlled. 

every battle they have shown themselves vastly superior to 
enemy in all the essential qualities of good soldiers. And hitherto 
the enemy has studiously avoided all equal and open combat, but 
lias sought to overcome by such cruelties and strategy as the rules of 
civilized warfare condemn. Our hardy soldiers have rushed upon and 

• i • . • t * ' . ** # ^ 

silenced their nests of masked batteries, concealed like coiled rattle- 

f 

snakes among the woods and bushes, with a determined energy 
courage hitherto unexampled. These certainly have proved 

equal to the task of vindicating the government a 














* % * * * I * % •* 

energies of the rank and file 






have, or can 



ubordinate 
as their 
while junior 
people look to him 
to President or 
sible. 


genius to guidq and direct 
find, an abundance among 

* * i 

There are 


Lieutenant 







people look 
an and direct, 
execute. The 


matter, and not 








m 






never consent that 
own judgment Ih this rfiatter. 



respon- 
shall 














pain of dismissal. All tried 
are now imperatively demanded for counsel, or 

, Anderson, &c. are on every lip. 

Lieutenant General in selecting and qualifying 
Officers. There is plenty of material existing among the present 
and file, and citizens. We want only the master spirits to detect 
bring it out. The tried genius and skill of foreigners, whose fidelity 
to our cause is beyond question, can be employed at this juncture 
with great advantages. 

• • 

The circumstances under which our present army has been enlisted 
and organized, were not such as to secure the fittest men for Officers. 
It was thought by many that the war would be short, and only a 
pleasant pastime. 

Hence many, and we have legions, desirous only of a li 
tv, and whose only claims consisted of a little money, 
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ence, or relationship 

:reat detriment 


as might have 



became 







the army and country. But as 
changed, and the stern reali 
before them, and the searchin 



, these fancy officers will 
men that are made of “sterner stuff.” 


times, when 
under 





a very fool, will wish to obtain a 
unfitness wUl be made manifest to 
a great and earnest people struggling to 
y object—whose censure and rebuke no 




withstand. 

The face of public affairs, both political and military, has 
too rough and tempestuous for any other than crafts of sound bottoms, 
draught, and steady keels, to venture out—all others are earn¬ 
estly requested to keep near the shore until the storm subsides, when 
they can again enjoy their pastime. 



This, the class last named, have been enjoying since the war closed 
“with a vengeance,” to the great depletion of the public Treasury, 
and disgrace of the Nation. 


Up 




time I had a very limited acquaintance with the 
of the other sections of Western Virginia, having lived but about 

of the State, and been absorbed in strictly 

I scar 


years m 

matters, confined to Cabell and adjoining Counties 

in either of the four Counties that 






Pan Handle—a territory whose geographical and commercial 

—and still there were 





Sympathizers, especially in 
What these could have 

established, with themsc 
uccive—almost .surrounded, they were 









all Secessionists 
as their Slaves must 



-fields, a line of blood- 
value, 

men of these Pan Handle Counties, 









early saw the predicament they 

Rebellion succeeded, and became aroused, 

question—a most solemn and embarrassing one at 

to where they were to look for atd ? but the meirmer, or 

cedure . I am informed the first consultation, was had 

* 

House in Wellsburg, Brooke County r where*» large number 
citizens of Brooke and Hancock Counties assembled to 








Report of their Delegate to the Richmond Convention, Campbeli 

Tame, Esq., who* had barely escaped with his life from the city 
Richmond. The Hon. John S. Carlisle, a Delegate from Harrison* 
County, who had a similar escape, accompanied Mr. Tarr to Wells¬ 
burg, and related,, in# his usually impressive manner* his experience 
and views, corroborating the earnest and faithful Report of Mr. 
Tarr— both urging, immediate- preparation to > resist The result 


was, that a Committee* was appointed, consisting: ©f Messrs. Campbell 
Tarr, the late Adam. Kuhn, Joseph* Applegate, and David Flem¬ 
ing, who were at the time among Brooke County's staunchest men, 
to proceed to Washington'and procure arms and ammunition. This 

Committee at once proceeded to Washington, cabling on Governor 
Curtin at Harrisburg on their way, who expressed deep sympathy, 
and promised aid, if necessary. On arriving at Washington, 

on the late Hon. E. M. Stanton, then, or soon after, 




States Attorney General, who was a native of the neighboring 
teubenville, and the warm personal friend of members 
Committee.. He ati once introduced them to Mr. 










Secretary of War, and requested that arms and ammunition 
furnished. Upon Mr. Camerons hesitating, as. ta his 
Stanton replied with the emphasis- of his great was 

“the law of necessity gives 
have the arms and ammunition ; we will look for 

his own name as security 
with suitable ammunition were 



m® 



with joyful, encouraj 

at home, and 




themselves 
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The Rebel 




hazards. Soon after, it was 

the purpose of seizing 
Bank at that place, 
aspect of a military camp 
aroused ami determined 

however did net male* their 
war* reception if they had, for 
were at that time many who afterwards 

honor in the Union army 









-among 

The arms and ammunition with the exception 
■eighty fifles and proper accompaniments, were sent to Wheeling 
wards, for distribution. 






The 14th of May following there .was a spontaneous gathering 
thousands at Wheeling, from the Western and other parts of the 
State, who disapproved the action of the Convention at Richmond, 
and disposed to resist They regularly organized at Washington 
Hall, choosing a -Chairman and Secretary. 1 never saw a record of 
their proceedings, If any was preserved. I can only speak there¬ 
fore, front what 1 recollect of seeing in the papers at the time, and 
statements of individuals who were present. The proper medt t$ 
organist resistance was the great question. The situation was anom¬ 
alous under our system of Government at kast, and without preced¬ 
ent, any farther, than the IMi Rebellion case in Miode Island 
afforded. In that case the Federal apriorities -at Washington 
assumed to decide which of two opposing Governments in the same 
State was legitimate and entitled to Federal protection; and the 
Supreme Court of the United States affirmed their right. The way 
to produce such a State Government as the Federal authorities 

On this question I 
I am informed 


recognize and protect, was the question 
informed there was great diversity of opinion. 
Col. 














Wicholls that in a private consultation by the citizens 

who attended the meeting, viz: the 
Kuhn, Joseph Gisr, Campbell Tar#?, Nathaniel Wells 

slsy, late of Brooke, but then and now 
following suggestion: “That since 
State officers adhering to the pretended Secession 

powers, and the existing 
case, the only way was 

delegates to a 








only source 
to supply 







men. 


ft 



9 



44 










thereof, delegates were sent to the C 
he nth of June, 1861. 

^pointed a General State Committee, 
littees in all the Counties where p 













and in 
met in 

This 


appoint sub committees in all the counties where practicable, and 
issued an able and stirring address, stating the facts and purpose, and 
urging the loyal people to send delegates to a Convention to be held 
at Wheeling, the nth of June, i86x. Copies of this address with 
two boxes of the minnie rifles with ammunition, were afterwards sent 
to myself and Judge Samuels. We prevailed on Albert Laidley, 
Esq., the delegate elect to the Legislature of Virginia, for Cabell 
County, and as such entitled to a seat in the Wheeling Convention, 
to attend the same, and furnished him $50—myself advancing $25. 


He went, but declined to take the oath required, and returned under 
pretense of obtaining further instruction, and finally, after refunding 
the money lie had not expended, left for Wise’s camp at Charleston, 
and thence to the Richmond Legislature. It was reported, that 
while at Wheeling, he received a letter from relatives in Charleston, 
advising to this course. The proceedings of this Convention have 
become matter of history, and need not be repeated here. Its work, 
with the work of the Mass Meeting at Wheeling, strikingly illustrates 
the capacity of the American people in great emergencies; and 
forms a bright and instructive page in our Nation’s history, at that 
eventful period. 

There were delegates there, representing the Union people throughout 


the State, where not prevented by the rebel forces, 
are their names : Arthur I. Boreman. T. H. Shuttle 


The following 


are their names : Arthur I. Boreman, J. H. Shuttlesworth, 
H. Taft, Joseph Gist, W. I. Boreman, Chapman J. Stewart, 



D. Johnson, James A. Foley, George McC. Porter, J. H 
W. L. Crawfoad, John S. Carlisle, Solomon S. Fleming, ] 
B. F. Shuttlesworth, Daniel Frost, J. F. Scott, A. Flesher, 


H 






t 



J. A. J. Lightbum, Richard Fast, F. Smith, Francis 
John S. Barnes, A. F, Ritchie, James O. Watson, 
Swan, E. H. Caldwell, Thomas Morris, Lewis Wets 
Waggoner, D. Polsley, Leroy Kramer, Joseph Snider 










1 • 


Price, James Evans, D. B. Dorsey, Thomas 
n, Daniel Lamb, J, W. Paxton, George H; 



# 



D. Hubbard, James W. Williamson, C. 
Douglas, Charles Hooten, W. B, Zinn, W. ‘ 



Smith 
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Brown, S, Parsons, 






arts, L. E. 

Farnsworth. Wi 
West, Sr., 

Graham, J. W. Moss, P. G. Van Winkle, H. S. 

Hawxhurst, Evan E. Mason, James 


S. Burdett, Samuel B. 
W. Brumfield, William 
, James P. Ferrell, 




m 



Rob 
T 







Newman 










W. Broski, J. H. Trout, James 
D. Nicholls, Campbell Tarr, John 
C. Moore, Lewis Ruffner, Greenbury 
S. Montague, John Hall, William Radcliffe, David M. 

Thomas Cather, Andrew Jackson, George Koonce 
wood Taekson, James A. Smith, Charles S. Lewis, and 
Halk 




Black 




The Convention organized by choosing the Hon. Arthur I 
3 o reman, a delegate from Wood County, President, and G. L 

All took an oath 



Cranmer, Esq., of Ohio County, Secretary. 

"support the Federal Constitution and the laws made in pursuance 
thereof, anything in the Constitution and laws of any State to the 

contrary notwithstanding.” 

Among its first acts was to make with entire unanimity the Decla¬ 
ration of Rights printed in the West Virginia Code of 1869. From 
the first clause of which where is stated what was considered to be the 
legal and Constitutional ground for its proceedings, it would seem, 
the true legal principle was not apprehended. For they make the 
wrong and usurpation of the Richmond proceedings to consist in 
the fact, that the Legislature called the Richmond Convention with¬ 
out first taking the sense of the people, when neither the then exi 
ing Constitution of 1851, nor the practice theretofore in 
quired a previous submission of the question to the people 

voted on the ratification or rejection of the 

prior similar Conventions, convened by the Legislature. 

* 

mond proceedings had been in Conformity with the 

at least; and Letcher, still ostensibly 

form proclaimed that 
ratified by a majority of the people 
true at the date of the 











and 


practice, in 












This was 
might 
in their 






an earlitr stage. 

It was 


So far 









National polity, including 
rendered its acts treasonable 




and 











adherents and 


the right to re-organiie 
anew, solely in 




though a minority . 
tions subsequently charged in the Declaration, 

follow such a conflict of 
















Richmond Convention with the National polity. 

Wheeling Convention were 

mony with this theory; still its grave error in this respect, in 
the legal and Constitutional principle on which its 
ed, gave rise, I think, to much misunderstanding and hesitancy 
the legitimacy of the Re-organization of the old, and formation of 
the New State, on the part of some of the Federal authorities, 
the Press, afterwards. 

This Convention re-organized the Government by declaring 
offices held by adherents to the Richmond proceedings, vacant, and 
filled them with loyal citizens; convened at Wheeling a. Legislature 

composed of like citizens, elected the May before, and ordering new 
elections where vacancies occurred — after modifying in one or tiro 
particulars, the then existing Constitution to meet the emergency; 
prescribed an oath to support the Federal Constitution and the Re¬ 
organized Government of Virginia, notwithstanding the proceedings 
at Richmond, which oath all its members took, and all other officers 
were required to take : and on the 25th of June adjourned to the 
6th of August, 1861, subject to be re-convened meantime by the 
Governor and Council, if deemed necessary. Hons. Francis 
Peirpoint was created Governor ; Daniel Polsley, Lieutenant 








emor; James S. Wheat, Attorney General; Peter G. Van 
Daniel Lamb, James W. Paxton, W. A. Harrison and William 
Lazear composed the Governor's Council. The other Executive 
Officers were subsequently filled by L. A. Hagans, 

State; Campbell Tarr, Treasurer; Samuel Crane 

, and H. J. Samuels, Adjutant General. 

the Re-organized Legislature had 
, the Hon, John S. Carlisle 
efficient Unionists, and the 
had been inactive, and his 



In 










as he was 



mg 



have made a disloyal 
Convention, of which 

invasion of 






Government by acts equally unequivocal. 



# 



iw 


the sequel. 

The Convention re-convened the 6th of 





in session until the 25th of the same month, when it adjourned, sub¬ 
ject to be re-convened by its President or the Gov error, at any time 
prior to January 1, 1862. In all matters touching the Re-otgaaiza- 
tion of the old State, there had been greaLunanirriity; bnf when the 
members returned from their respective constituencies the ills? of 
August, they were cognizant at least, of the firm determination of 
their respective constituents to have a newSute—aisubject that had 
been introduced by Mr, Fariww^fh from Upshur County, prior to 
the adjournment This advance and determination om the part, of 
their constituents troubled many of the delegates seriously, at it did 
those of a subsequent Convention, that framed the Constitution* 
Political aspirations, so cosamon to Virginians, had become awaken*- 
ed, and many had enjoyed the sweets of the humbler offices under 
the mother State. It was then confidently expected that the Union* 
forces would soon crush out the Rebellion in Virginia, and the Re¬ 
organized Government would be acquiesed in and accepted by their 
recent persecutors , throughout the State, with themselves at the head. 
Incomparably grander this would be than to stand at the head of a 
comparatively small State o» the Western* border of the glorious 
Old Dominion ! Besides, it was calculated to wound Virginia State 
pride, and some shuddered at the thought of disturbing her territo¬ 
rial integrity. Visions and feelings like these had began to possess 
the minds of the delegates when they returned. Moreover, the 
move to form a new State at that juncture of our National convul¬ 
sion and peril, and when the Re-organized Government had been 
barely recognized, would naturally look premature and unwise* 
Notwithstanding there was great diversity of opinion, the Conven¬ 
tion passed am Ordinance by a vote of fifty to twenty-eight, author¬ 
izing the erection of a mw Slate, to include thirty-nine specified con¬ 
tiguous Counties, lying: this side the Alleghanies, and other Counties 
contiguous on certain prescribed conditions, provided the people 
thereof should at an election to be held on the — October following. 



12m 





have a new State. The 







delegates at 



Arne 










November following, and 























48 


in case the vote should be for a new State.. The following jire th 
yeas and nays on this question : 


Yeas —Messrs. Berkshire, Brown, Burdett 


f 










isle, Crane of Preston, Crane of Randolph 

>, Downey, Davis, Evans, 

Fast, Fleming, Hale, Hagans, Howard, 
Love, Martin of Welzel, Myers, 

, Smith of Marion, Slack, Smith of 
Smith of Upshur, Swan, Taft, Vance, Van Winkle, 
Williamson, Wilson, Zinn.—50. 


worth, 
nier. Lamb 


•* 

Parsons, 




Nays —Messrs. Boreman (President), Atkinson, Boreman, Barnes, 
Bowyer, Burley, Broski, Crotbers, Close, Carskadon, Gist, Graham, 
Harrison, Hubbard, Hall of Marion, Hawxhurst, Johnson, Koonce, 
Mason, Montague, Nicholls, Polsley, Ritchie, Stewart, Tarr, Trout, 
Wetzel, Watson.—28. 


Hon. John S. Carlisle, though he had become United States 
Senator, occupied his seat in the Convention during the adjourned 
Session, and zealously advocated, and voted for the New State ; 
while his colleague, Mr. Willey, I am informed, denounced the 
measure as one of trip pie treason—treason to the United States 
Government, Letcher's Government, and the Re-organized Govern¬ 
ment of Virginia. 


About the time the Convention adjourned, viz : the 26th of August, 
'the Hon. A. F. Ritchie, a member from Marion County, who had 

•h> 

voted in the negative, published the following opinion of United 
States Attorney Gen. Bates, which was widely copied and favorably 
commented on by the press; 


OIPNION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL BAT 


Hon. A. F. 







“Attorney General's Office, 


, Virginia Convention , 











1 


* 

the 9th instant was received within 
immediate answer, you of 
elaborately into the subject. 

deal upon the c 
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States ; and since I came 
have conversed 








corresponded with some of the good men 

all this intercourse, 

earnest effort has been to impress upon the minds 
men the vast importance—not to say necessity—in 
of our national affairs, to abstain from the introduction 
elements 
















revolution, to avoid, as far as possible, 
of government; but, on the contrary, in 
gent commonwealths to adhere, as closely, as 

bid constimtional standard of principle, and 
ciitional habits and thoughts <jf the people. Aqd I still 
bourse is dictated by the plainest teachings of prudence. 

t 

he formation of a hew State out Hi Western Virginia is an^orig- 
, independent act £>f revolution. I do not deny the power of 





0 u 

revolution (I do not call it right, for it is never prescribed, it.^xists in 
force only, and has and can have no law but the will of the revolu- 


* # # 9 ^ ^ „. * * . „ f * L \ ft / 

tionists. Any sfittentfpt to carry it out involves a plain breach 6f both 
the C$nstitutions^-oi Virginia and of-the Nation.' 'Add hehce it is 

• Ad. 


^ « 1 


plain that you cannot take such' a bourse without weakening, If not 
destroying your claims upon the sympathy and support of the Gen¬ 
eral Government, and without disconcerting thd plan already adopted 
by both Virginia aifd the General Government for the re-organization 
of Ithe fevtfrted States £hd the restoration of the integrity of the 
Union. 

That plan I uneferet^rid io be this : When 1 a State, by its* perverted 

* # 

functionaries* hasdbblarecf itself odt of the Union, we avail ourselves 

* 

sound and loyal elements of the States—all who own 
lance to and cla&trt protection of tM Constitution—to form a 














Government is ifedrly as may be upon the former model, 

very Stdtp which has been in part overthrown 
successful /febelfion. Irf this way we establish a Constitutional 

which all the shattered elements of the Commonwealth 
may meet atfd combine, and thus restore the old State 

■ •. .'•! 1 l’. 







was the plan adopted at Wheeli 
upon by the General Government 



rec 





revolutionary 

the General, Assembly, 
of the President 









admitted 


fulfill it And the Senate admits 
a new and nameless State, now 
, but as representing “the 









Must all this be undone, and a new and hazardous 
ventured upon, at the moment when dangers and 

around us ? I hone not—for the sake of 





I hope not- 

the State I hope not. I had rejoiced in the movement in 

a legal, Constitutional and safe refuge from 
as at once an example and fit instrument for 
toratiomof all the revolted States. 







1 have not time now to discuss the subject in its various bearings. 

What I have written is written with a running pen, and will need 
your charitable criticism. 

If I had time to think, I could give persuasive reasons for declin¬ 
ing the attempt to create a new State at this perilous time. At 
another time I-might be willing to go fully into the question, but now 

I can say no more. 

* * % 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant. 

Edward Bates.” 


My reply through the- Wheeling Jntelligencer and New York 
Evening Post , to the letter of Attorney General Bates and “Trippie 
Treason.” 


[letter no. i.] 

THE NEW STATE OF ^KANAWHA, AND ATTORNEY 

GENERAL BATES’ LETTER TO MR. 



Gentlemen 



We have carefully read your remarks 
General to Mr. Ritchie, 
of the new State, and 
to the Constitutionality of 

at this time . 






West Virginia. 









* * 



to both Federal 
in his letter. 



State 







subject, and that his views 




Tht fourteenth section of the Bill of Eights 



nth of June, 1776, is as follows: 



uniform Government; and therefore 






of Virginia, 
have a 

meat 


, or independent of the Governm 
m.ght to he erected or established within the limits thereof 

This danse is all there is in the Bill of Rights, or 
Virginia, directly bearing upon the subject; and taken in 
and literal sense would seem to prohibit the erection of any 
State within its then existing boundaries which at that time i 
all the Iforth-westem Territory, out of which the North-western 
States have since been erected, and Kentucky, which was erected 
into a State about 1792. Besides, by the adoption of the Federal Con- 
stitution by the People of Virginia, in Convention the 26th of June, 
1788, they thereby erected the Federal Government to the extent of 
tile powers granted, within and over its then existing territory. The 
People of Virginia by their ratification of the Federal Constitution, 
adopted with the rest of that instrument, the third Section of the 
seventh Article, which reads thus: "New States may be admitted 
by the Congress into this Union ; but no new State shall lie formed 
or erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any other 
State be formed by the junction of two or more States, or parts 
States, without the consent of the Legislatures of the States con¬ 
cerned, as well as of the Congress.” Section second, Article 

Federal Constitution reads thus : “This Constitution 








laws of the United States, which shall be made in pursuance 
Treaties, &c., shall be the Supreme Law 0/ ike Land ” 

exclusive and indivisable therefore, the 

intended to make their then existing 
adoption of the Federal Constitution 
the Land, and the erection 








and Territory 

the Supreme 

ward in 






thereof, clearly modified and 
Rights. Nor have they 
since increased the 




or 





therefore, 



# . • 







taken to form a 
consent of the State 







The only remaining question touching the legit 
then, is this—Is the Legislature of the re- 
Wheeling the Constitutional Legislature of the State 
so, then its consent satisfies* the letter and spirit of 




m 


The re-organi^ation of the Government has proceeded 
ground that all previous officers, adhering to the so-called 

have violated their oaths both to the Federal and 









ernments, comrqitted Treason against both, and forfeited their powers, 
which they held only in trust for and which immediately reverted 
the People, and their seats became vacant, agreeably to Sec. ad, 

• * * * » • . % 4 * 

ginia Bill of Rights, namely, “That all power is vested in, and conse- 
quently derived from the People : That Magistrates are their Trustees* 
and Servants, and at all times amenable to them.” The disloyal por¬ 
tion of their constituents being “ participes criminis ” and often equally 

t % *>. 0 „***j*l # I* 0 */ ** * j* %%.. : • - * J 

guilty, cannot take advantage of such forfeiture, as it would 'be 
“taking advantage pf their own wrong,” which is inadmissable in the 
forum of conscience, or law. The loyal portion alone can take ad- 


%•*•••» | V* ^ I v | * - • » * • 

vantage of the forfeiture and re-organize the Government ; and to 

• 4 • * * *. * • • 1 * - J ^ I I I* * • * * •# % ^ 

these alone does the legitimate Government belong. 

i * • • In I 1 % 4 • * ^ 1 + + 0 • % • « * • 

* 

i The call for the Convention at Wheeling was addressed to all 

—* . t. • o k , * • • •' 1 ■ 

loyal citizens throughout the State, and it must be accounted, their 
own fault or. misfortune if they were not represented. The election 

* 8 # 4 • * 

of State Officers was equally open and general, and it was the like 

i ' * 

fault or misfortune if all loyal citizens were not represented in the 
Legislature. If the qualified voters of any County 





District neglect; or refuse to send delegates to the Legislature, 

to compel them. A majority of those duly 
stitute a quorum for doing business; and the Federal 

no increased majority to give the consent for 





State, 





The Legislature at Wheeling then was the Constitutional 

as such was fully competent 
. As competent to 
the meaning of 
United States 







tion of a new 













recognized and acted 

And in fact, 
in a Court of Lqw or 
which its highest law 








states, would he ^ violation of both 



Constitutions. . 

The 





taken by Mr. Pqlsley in his opposition 
although the Government at Wheeling 
jure , it could not he considered so d$ 










measure 
eminent 
the 


throughout 

the Eastern portion was not represented. There 
no ground fqr this distinction. Foj if it is the Government 
as Mr, P. admits it to be, then it is all the Fe4 e T^ Constitution 
quires to gjive the necessary consent. >\nd if po.t the Government 
de facto , we should Uke {o have Mr. Polslejy fix the number of 
Counties in the East of otiier portions of the §tate, short of the 
whole, he ffould require to he represented, in ordqr to raise it tq 
that dignity. If the reply be q majority qf the loya{ yoters of Vir¬ 
ginia, we answer, that majority we already have. 

9 

Above all, when we, consider thp dpep gqlf of Revolution and 
Ruin the rebels have pjunged the State into, regardless of our warn¬ 
ings and entreaties, as well as Constitutions and Laws, \>oth hqmaiv 
and divine, the great law of self-preservation would of itself justify 
almost any measure to rescue and save True Union Pfien. 

And whoever would in these times, interpose exception to the 
manner the seats of rebel officers are declared vacant, or others of 
like technical character, would indict and punish the loyal passengers 

ship for cutting , instead of untying , the lashings of the 

* 

boat, whilst the officers and crew, having turned pirates, and in 
revelry, were steering the ship to the certain destruction 








We shall 



of the expediency of the measure in our 





Cabell County, W. Va., August 29, 1861. 
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[BETTER NO. 2 . 

THE NEW STATE OF KANAWHA—THE 

OF ITS ERECTION AT THIS 







C|ent^^me¥ :-^We endeavored to show in a former 

no constitutional objection to the erection 
propose in this number to show the 
imperative necessity of doing it at once, or as soon as 

The radical and irreconcilable difference, which has 
fime existed between the people East and West of the 














jip their geographical position, Commercial necessities, social 

jand relations, as well as National affinities, is generally known 
admitted. This dividing line in their moral and social condition 
become as fixed and permanent, as the Alleghanies themselves in 
physical features of the State, And for a long time past upon issues, 
Moral, Religious and political-^-whilst the East has always gravitated 
towards the “peculiar institution” now represented by the so-called 
/Southern Confederacy; the West has as uniformly gravitated 
towards the Free States now represented by an unshaken adherence 
to the Federal Union. AH the recent votes upon the revolutionary 
and rebellious measures, have only served to show with more clear¬ 
ness the depth and prominence of the antagonism, which exists be¬ 
tween the two sections of the State, 

The recent campaign of General Wise^ who was selected to subdue 
and crush out the Union sentiment of Western Virginia, by 

of his name and persuasive eloquence, rather than 
i forced to return without any success—-showing 
men have only bent, not broken by the shock 
fresh proof of their fidelity to the Union; whilst the 
mprtificfttion and sectional hate of this redoubtable 


















indiscriminate plunder and devastation 
always held the power, has manifested 

by perpetuating a system 
towards the West in unequal 
than that which 


Britain. The East have with 





every nerve to throw the entire State into 



of Washington 






BOW 

and fol 





nd have 



to preserve 

war, devastation, bankruptcy 
ova* the entire East, belong exclusively 
its own people, aided by a few 

mass of the people in the West 
easonably and at all times, warned and 

to desist. But it has been in 



is 




# 


















Would not the policy that shall longer bind the 

West to the self-immolated and disloyal 
and horror that which binds the living Hindoo 
of her deceased husband ? But it is use 
adduce further reasons to show that the West merits immediate 
eternal separation from the East This fact must be manifest to 
and if separation is to be longer deferred, it must be for causes 
disconnected with the real merits and demerits of the two sections; 
and the only remaining inquiry is, are there really any Such existing ? 
We think not. 

It has been suggested ftat the Re-organized Government forms a 
nucleus around #lli€h af# the scattered Union fragments of the State 
can be gatheifed*, and a reconstruction effected , and that the erec¬ 
tion of # Hew State now , would destroy this nucleus, as it would ab¬ 
sorb the Re-organized Government entirely. We do not understand 
that such would be the legal result The erection of the new Gov¬ 
ernment would only absorb or displace the present Re-organized 
Government to the extent of the new State. Beyond that it would 
still exist in all its vigor; and the present Governor and other 
having general jurisdiction over the State, would still continue 
hold their powers outside of the boundaries of the new State, 
would become necessary for them to remove their residence beyond 
Ae new State, or to resign their present seats and take the 

under the new Constitution. In either case, 

Government would still remain at all points 
the- new State,* around which the 
State could at any time rally. 

objected, that the Federal 
erection of the new State at this 


monstrous Secession 













ments 











This is a mistake, arising 

, when in 







in our 



views of the matter, not the 

« 

For whilst the erection of a new State will 






spects to the requirements of both State and Federal 
Secession is in direct contravention Of both; And Jo pfetend 
separation and erection irito a new State; of a people that 
always remained loyal, as well to their State as Federal Government, 
against all the traitorous and revolutionary assaults of the enemies 

to both-—shall stand in no better plight than th£se very enemies— 

• • < * # f 

would be monstrous indeed ! The one is law, order, and tried loy¬ 
alty, cutting itself loose by Constitutional means from Revolution, 
Anarchy and Treason—whilst the other is ah attempt by Unconstitu¬ 
tional and Revolutionary means, t# drag bs with themselves into 
certain ruin. 

been objected that the prbsbnt Congress 
erection and afcthbssidnf of the new State 

t 

to retain the Slave feature 

m 

f * # 

If we recc/Herct rightly that 
or Slave Territory. 






consent 






will extend 
of the proposed 
whites, can exert 
additional United 
diminishim 
do not 
suppose it 




the limits 
thirty-three 
of the two 
instead ol 

We 
But 



% * 4 



There are 



we trust 


* * s 
men within the boundaries of 







who own Slaves and their property ought not to be sacrificed w 
adequate compensation. And while we feel that the present 

the Government an exhibition of a mighty aqd terrible 
power, that shall make traitors quake, they also require in. a Corres¬ 
ponding degree, the exhibition of a lofty sertse of justice. 

% 

But what shall we lose by postponing the .measure until thd.yyhole 
State shall be brought to acknowledge the Re-organized:. •Govern¬ 
ment ? Why, as soon' as that is done, all the hostile . Secession de¬ 
ment of the East—rendered more hostile by defeat—will again' mtCt 

• . m * 

us in the General Assembly, ready to co-operate with' the" Traitors 




live amongst us, and together form a controllings majority. 
Federal arm will then* have been withdrawn. It will possess no t Con 
stitutional power to interfere further. Think a* Legislature so con 


88 » 




us as Pharaoh did 



Israelites, 



to 


liarrass and oppress, as he did them ? 

and madness 




pay debts thei 






own traitorous hands have demolished 

< 

war has created, 
the plagues of Egypt before they 
Virginia would be forever doomed. 







-% 



contrary, let the new State be created 

admit her to the immortal 




But 

gross when it 

she will at once be able to take good care of such traitors as 

among us, and spring forth into “newness of life with joy and 

* 

in her wings.” 

Cabell Countv, IV. Va.j September 7, jl 86 r. 





At the eiectiori Held dd the Fourth Thursday of October following, 
the people of the several Counties rtantec} in the Ordinance, accepted 


the proposition to erect themselves into a new State, by a vole of 
18,408 in favor, to 781 against; and at the same time elected dele¬ 
gates to form a Constitution. The writer had the honor to be elect¬ 
ed a delegate front Cabell County. 

Of course this presumptuous move Oil the part of the “poor 
whites” the chivalry a few months before held under military rule, 
reached then! through the ^grape vine telegraph” in their Eldorado, 
and incensed them, together with all Rebeldom, very much. Various 
efforts were rifade to get back to their quotidani homes, and 

sufch audacious Treason; but in general they 
bayoftets in the way. They have not, I think, 
poor Whites” to this day, for so behaving, while they 






many 






so great sacrifice to regain the ‘‘lost rights 


ft 





.If 



Rebel 

made 




of the ioth of November, however, 
:ler Command of Cols. Clarkson 
town of Guyandotte, captured 
Under the command of 






S 





H 


approach of the 
Ceredo, under the command 

g with them to Richmond, not on 









and most res 



whom perished 









censed at 


















imprisonment, rather 
William Hinchman, 

., of Wayne County, uncle of 
were illustrious examples. Colonel Zeigler 

and unmilitary conduct, invited 
, burned the town on the 11 
some thought, without sufficient cause. I never 

about one thousand dollars worth of my property 
for which I have received no compensation 
Rebel marauders, and their 9 tay-at-home sympathizing 

a salutary lesson-^ifof disregarded anywhere 
border, afterwards. 

The Convention for framing a Constitution, met at Wheeling, 

26th of November, composed of the following gentlemen, who ap- 




U 




t 

and 

alon 








peared on that day, or subsequently, ami took their seats: 

Robert Irvine, R. W. Lauck, Stephen M. Hansiey, Benjamin L. 
Stephenson, Thomas W. Harrison, John M. Powell, Dudley S. Mon¬ 
tague, Richard L. Brooks, A. J. Wilson, G. F. Taylor, W. W. Brum¬ 
field, Josiah Simmons, Joseph Hubbs, William W. Warder, H. D. 
Chapman, John Hall, James Hervey, Robert Hagar, W. T. Willey, 
Henry Dering, P. G. Van Winkle, W. E. Stevenson, E. B. Hall, Hiram 
Haymond, J. W. Paxton, Daniel Lamb, G. Battelle, Joseph S. Pome¬ 
roy, Abraham D. Soper, James W. Parsons, Chapman J. Stewart, 
Granville Parker, Emmet J. O’Brien, Harmon Sinsel, John J. Brown, 
John A. Dille, E. S. Mahon, Benjamin F. Stewart, T. R. Carskadon, 
George Sheets, E. H. Caldwell, T. H. Trainer, Abijah Dolly, Jas. 

^ewis Ruffner, James Cassady, William Walker, Job 
son, Benjamin H. Smith, John R. McCutchen, J. P. Hoback, 

M. Cooke, E. W. Ryan. 

The Hon. John Hall, delegate from Mason County, 

late Ellery R. Hall, Esq., of Taylor 
main features of its work have now 


workings are but partially 
that should secure the 













indeed, 




our own People, the Legislature 
Virginia, and Congress, 
National Convulsion 






eminent, 
warrant in 




measure 

or State Constitution. 






eci office under 



requiring eminent coura 
easy compared with this. It soon 
of the members, especially those 
old regime, wished the task off their 
and determined constituences behind, 






the work. The brave and patriotic Van Winkle, early 

after the flesh pots of Egypt”—and his 






courai 



sequently failed. 


A Special Committee was early appointed, for the purpose of de¬ 
termining suitable boundaries for the New State. This Committee 
reported, and recommended a change of boundaries, so as to include 
the entire Shenandoah Valley to the top of the Blue Ridge. The 
people of that Valley were as intensely pro-slavery and rebellious, as 
any section of the State; and of course, if the Report had been 
adopted, must have ended all hope of a New State. The report 
was warmly discussed for about a week. Among others, the writer 
submitted the following remarks .* 


TOUCHING THE POWERS OF THE CONVENTION—HAS 
THIS CONVENTION THE POWER TO CHANGE THE 

BOUNDARIES ? 


must 


It is a familiar principle of Law and Equity that when a 

, or existing sub-divisions changed, all parties i 
represented. 



§ 



tempt 



If in 







are tne joint owners oi a nekt, an 
assent in order to make a valid division. 

division is made and the bounds fixed, 

bounds, without the consent 
Human and Divine law 




m 
















, however, two 

the portion allotted to 

” or “Black Acre,” or to 



• m 


joint owners 




name % m 



CO 







m 



pn 


, these would be restrictio 

1 absolute right to use, ant 
le, I take to be the case i 




Convention 






seots 


cerned 



[te of Virginia, the subject to be divided, all 
State are the parties interested; and these Pec 
Convention or Legislature, which constitutional 
7 , can alone make a division so far as the Stat 





m 


The Convention that convened at Wheeling the nth of 




constitutionally represented the loyal People of the 7 vhole State. By 
the Treason of her officers, Letcher and Company abdicated, and 
their powers became forfeited and returned to the People, the Source 
of all power. As the disloyal portion were confederate with the 
Traitor officers, participes crtminis , and equally guilty, they could not 
take advantage of the forfeiture, as it would be “taking advantage of 
their own wrong/* 

The loyal People of the State could alone take advantage of the 
forfeiture, and re-organize the Government. The call for the Con¬ 


vention was general to all loyal citizens throughout the State, and it 
was th^ir fault or misfortune if all such were not represented. If a 
County or Senatorial District refuse or neglect to send a Delegate or 
Senator to the General Assembly, there is no power to compel them 
to do it. Those elected and qualifying constitute a Constitutional 
Legislature, whose Acts bind all. 

Such were the Convention and Legislature which met hist Summer 
at Wheeling, and the Legislature now in session. 

Now such a Convention or Legislature with consent of Congress 
can make any division they choose ; and so far as the State is concern¬ 
ed are like the three men that jointly owned the field. 

. „ i 

That Convention did authorize a division including the thirty-nine 
Counties absolutely, fixing the boundaries; and bv the third Section 






the Counties of 
admitted to this 









tely, fixing the boundaries; and by the 
s authorized other Counties to come 
conditions have not been complied w 
Hardy and Hampshire, whose Delegal 
Convention. The same Section also a 
ties and such others as should comply 
d, to choose Delegates to meet in Cc 
tion for the Government of the propose 


the forty-one Counties, 













Now can 




of ours, which 
move or alter the boundaries 





owners or the thing to be divided, 
third man altering the bounds which 
consent of the other two. 





these be 




its name* this Convention has 
exclusively to our copstituepts ; and in 
the State have po interest whatever; 
have a direct and most vital interest 








vention representing the whole loyal People of the State, or the pres¬ 
ent Legislature! which also represents all\ can chapge the boundaries. 

The gentleman from Wood inquired yesterday, if force had made i 

for certain Coppties \o> comply with the conditions, 
that fact would not waive the conditions, apd authorize this Conven 
fion to admit the proposed additional Counties* I answer 
cally, No. It would not epiarge the powers of the present Cop ven¬ 
tion. The Conveptiop of l^st Sunuper that imposed these conditions 
and which represented the whole loyal People of Virginia, or some 

other body, possessing equally extensive powers, can, waive the cpp- 

€ 

ditions and admit them. 



It 'is competent and proper, I submit, for this Convention to agree 
on what we think our constituents need, and recommend the same to 

the proper power. The present Legislature or a Convention of the, 
whole loyal People of Virginia has that power. What this Convention 
does, in this regard, can only be recommendatory . 

Some gentlemen have suggested that as the whole work of re-organ¬ 
izing the old, and forming the new State, is Revolutionary, this Con¬ 
vention can do what it pleases, even to the moving of a neighbor’s 
landmarks. 




1 deny the premises in to to. The re-organization of 
our proceedings thus far in forming the new State, are in 
Constitutional and Legitimate, When the old Government 

officers abdicated, its powers, being i 

the People, the source from which 
it became the right and 

re-officer, with 









were 







ment It 
er cars and a' 


Ours is on 



Company’s train, 




m ruins 





track, with 
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Conductors, 








must go through* 





The friends 





Ohio 








in limiting the 
they struck the influence 
, for th§ purpose of getting its 
what is known as the ^Eastern 

honor to submit to the Convention 
, among them the following; 















CAN TREASON BE COMMITTED AGAINST A STATE 

DER OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT ? 

To determine this question we should look to the origin of out* 

System, the Source of power, and distribution which the People have 

made of that power. 

Previous to the separation of the thirteen Colonies from Great 
Britain by the establishment of their Independence, these Colonies 
owed allegiance to the British Crown. By that Independence this 
allegiance was dissolved, and the Sovereign Power became vested in 
the people of the several Colonies. Each of these Colonies formed 
for itself a State Governmen Virginia hers in 1776; and, the other 
Colonies soon after. These thirteen Peoples became then thirteen 
Independent Governments. In 1777 and 1778, during the war, the 
Legislatures of these thirteen Independent State Governments entered 

or compact called H Articles of Confederation.” 
powers of this Confederation were vested in a Congress 

of Delegates elected by the Legislatures of the States, 
was no Executive, nor Judicial Departments then 

, nor Marshals then. The Congress 
no co-ordinate branches to interpret or 

could only recommend to the thirteen State 
law's into effect The State 















execution 




pents to 
general 











this, while pressed by the arms 
outside pressure was removed by 





with the requests 
the debt created by 




expenses, 




et at defiance. 



States, in 
whole fruits of 




with immediate ruim 


Amid the: 








General 



necessities it was, in £787, 

the Legislatures of the sevefa 
at their head-met in 














It begins : “We, the People 
to form a more perfect Union/ 1 &c. 

Six reads thus : “This Constitution and the laws 
United States which shdllbe made itf pufsudnte thereof; and all 
made, or that shall be made? under the authority of the United States, 
shall be the Supreme Law of the Land; atrtd the' Judges in 

State shall be bound thereby,- anything i#r the Constitution or Laws 

• * 

of any State to tie contrary notwithstanding.” 

Article Nine (Amendments) thus : “The* enrrtfmefatiOn in the Con¬ 
stitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny, or dispar¬ 
age others renamed by the people.” 

Article Ten (Amendments) thus : “The powers hot delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States,- are reserved to the States respectively, of to the people.” 

Article Fouf, Section Three, provides : “That new States may be 
admitted by Congress into the Union,” &c. 

Section Four : “The United States shall guarantee to every State 
hi this Union, a Republican form of Government,- and shall protect 
each of them against invasion, and on application of the Legislature, 
or of the Executive* (when the Legislature eanftot be convened) 
against domestic violence.” 

This Constitution was submitted to the people,- (convened 
their delegates in each State) who ratified the same, and 
came consolidated into one people and Government, to 



the powers 




fespective State: 
of 






•ach State 


extent 
1 tent 



in the Constitution, but no farther, 
States fespeodvely, or people, 
in- the people, the same as 
Constitution; Before the 


and Supreme, and the 
, only abridged the State Sovereignty 
so transferred to the Federa 







Sovereignty which remained in 

sufficient with 




owe an 




Sovereign power 
separate and distinct from 


eret 

out 



; and against this 
may be committed. The State 
of the Federal powers as it ever 

1 Government, it 







one people, making one great Nation, a 
conferred on the Federal Government were with this view 
the exclusive management of our foreign relations; with 

with such internal interests as are general; 








« 

: as the Postal department, and Commerce. Co-extensiv 
with the Constitution in the exercise of its delegated powers; it i 



Supreme ; and if the due exercise of these powers is 
anywhere, in any State, it has the unquestionable right to march its 
armies and remove the obstruction ; and this is no invasion of the 
rights of the States. It is an exercise of its Constitutional rights 

only. But if it transcends the powers granted, it becomes invasion 
and aggression upon the rights reserved to the States and people. 

To the State and people are reserved all powers of a local nature, 
to be exercised as the people and peculiar wants of each State may 
require. Here, the rights of persons and of property are mainly 

defined, enforced, and protected, with the modes of acifubinfg and 
disposing of property. In these local matters the State is Sovereign 
and Supreme. • If a murder should be committed in the County of 
Ohio to-day, the Federal Government would have no jurisdiction 
the case, no more than the Queen’s Bench of England. The indict¬ 
ment would conclude against the peace and dignity of the 
Virginia. If convicted and sentenced to be executed, 

or a hundred men, citizens Owing allegiance to 
should organize and arm themselves for 
culprit, it would be levying war against 
State, and treason against the same, 
is rebellion. 




















But it requires 

awful authority, or an organizing and armin 
to constitute levying of war 

the 






Tis not necessary 

destruction of the entire 
* 

example if carried out, would soon 
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Federal 






the proper 
should interpose 
meet with this 

would then become treason against 
it' rodld be an organized and armed resistance 

Whether in such case that against 
i that against the United States, is 

We atre citizens of, and owing allegiance to two 
Federal and State. Each equally original and springing 
testing upoti, the people. Each is self-executing and supreme 









the scope of pdwers granted. The constituency of the Federal Gov 
imminent are the citizens of the thirty-four States. The 
Jbf the Stitte Govern nierit are the citizens of the State. The 




Cons&totiott is the Supreme Law of the Land ; and wherever there 
is a conflict the State ihust yield to the Federal power. To decide 
the questidris of conflibt that may arise is the province of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which represents all the citizens of the 
United States; and this is the key-stone of the arch, without which 
the Whole must sink into anarchy. It is a system that seems to have 
been generated and produced by the circumstances that surrounded 
and influenced tie great Founders, who were fit instruments in a 
Divine hand: 


I was surprised at tHe Widely different opinions entertained by 


members in relation to the structure of our National polity. 

results at the tinie of extreme State Rights doctrine 
some of the ablest niinds in the Convention to an 


The 


appall 







extremeabsorption of all State Sovereignty in the National. 
Hence, I think, my remarks wetp df use then, though they 

truisms now. Several of the ablest members strenuou 







contended that a State Governnterit could possess no sovereign 

which treason could be committed. 



m 


er 






ON THE 




r 1 


HOUSE 


MODE OF APPORTIONING THEM 
ERAL COUNTIES AND DELEGATE 


The 






* / 




giving in 




I understand is, to substitute 
, as reported by the Committee the' i 
has been to adhere to forty-six, 
aggregate the smallest amount of unrepresented 
these most equally and equitably distributed. 

My vote on Saturday, in favor of the amendment to the 




nr 





by the gentleman from Doddridge, to give the 
number if ariy increase should be made, to the small, instead of 

Counties, as bfelng the nibst just. If the great principle 
have adopted,^ With* entire unanimity, was to be departed- from, my 
sympathy would? give to tffe weak rather than to tbfe strongr—nut that 
I for a moment irifehded to be understood as favoring ah^'departure 
at all. The conduct of gentlemen since, on both sidles, had 1 inspired 
a hope that “log rolling” was to be abandoned, principle ad¬ 
hered to—hence, yesterday, upon a motion for febonsideration, I 
voted to reject that amendment, which how" brirfjgs us to the main 
question, the substitute proposed. 

Now, what will be the result if eight delegates be added, and dis¬ 
tributed according to our adopted principle and method*?* Will the 
proposed increase secure a more desirable and efficieht* legislative 
body ? Will it diminish the aggregate^ of unrepresented- fractions ? 
Will it more equally and equitably compensate for the unrepresented 

? If all, or either of these results are to be attained, 
adherence to principle will warrant it. But if neither is to be attain 

adherence to principle^ 


ed by the change, then an 









Counties that 
the House 




forty-six will make a House sufficiently 
a corresponding representation 
elect to become part of the new 
There is to be no 












size of the House to warrant the change. 

aggregate of unrepresented 
of 5,637, i 



Will 

four gives a ratio or 





i 


67 


mm aggregate 
But 




smallest 





90,226, while 
which 




lives 138,083 


which we have adopted 
unrepresented fractions. The 
the sixteen. fractions to 







Counties 


Districts and Counties ace 




v 


excess equalling the mmrgpresmtgd fractions of th< 
sixteen Counties and Delegate Districts, which have nehl 
crosses attached, and reduces the aggregate of unrepre; 
tkss in these last named sixteen Counties and Districts 

If we giye an additional Detegat® to Greenbrier and Monroe, 

should do, as they have the largest unrepresented fractions.—-it reduce; 

the unrepresented tractions to *3.152- 
11II ||ie Counties that will be unrepre s« 
of the. Qa«TiiiiEiitte«^ 


■that being all the persons 


Now, how wi® It fee with the 90,226 aggregate fractions pro 
tiuced by the f*fty-fpur, as a ratio ? Xt will bf seen that only eight of 
the Counties lopl Districts fall below the divisor or ratio, namely, 
Boone, Brooke, Doddridge, Hancock, Logan, Pocahontas, Roane and 
Win, each of which has a Delegate assigned to it, though their ag¬ 
gregate population is only 37,335, and consequently represented by 
an excess of 7,761. Substract this 37,335 from the 90,226, the 
aforesaid aggregate fractions of the fifty-four ratio, and there re¬ 
mains 52,891 unrepresented fractions in the twenty-nine Districts 
and Counties, which are entitled to, and allotted one or more 





There are eight delegates to be allotted, and they must be 

9 

as follows: First —to Ohio, for the substitute’s fraction 
5,025, (but by the Report 2,343,) one—making to that 
delegates. Second —to Greenbrier, for the substitute’s 

4 







one 
tele’s 


Report 3,88 1} one—making two to that County, 
the substitute’s fraction of 3,887 
to that County. Fourth —to Mason 
3,115 (by Report 2,134) one— 

Barbour, for the substitute’s 

two to that County. 

of 2,583 

—to Kanawha, 







m 


tion 






(by Report 



delegate: 






District of Wood 

Report 481 








be al 
namely 

action 










This will be the distribution, the principle and method 

1 require, and the aggregate fractions to which 
amount to 27,722—17,294 less than 
-and 27,722 substracted from the 52, 
as '.K.unc stated, leaves 25,289 
as against 13,852 by the Report. It is clear, then, 

, will largely increase the aggregate of 

fractions. 

# 

Now th^.oext question is, who is to lose by this l It is 
Cabell County, which I have the l^onor to represent, will not, 
is entitled to one delegate in either case. I answer, that by the 
port, Cabell will enjoy one forty-sixth part of the power of the House 
of Delegates ; but by the proposed substitute she will have but a fifty* 

T | 1 ( 

fourth part of that power And wherever there, is a gain by an ex¬ 
cess of representation, there must be somewhere else, a correspond- 

* • 

log loss in unrepresented fractions. By the substitute the unrepre¬ 
sented fraction of Cabell County is increased from ( 1,073 to 2,054— 
loss, 98:11 Lewis County, from 1,118 to 3,099 ; Taylor County, from 
682 to 1,663 > Upshur, from 446 to 1,427 ; Wetzel, fr 01 n 93 to 1,054 ; 

Wayne, changed from 14 minus to 967 excess ; Tyler, from 130 
minus, to 841 excess; Ritchie, from ^95 to 1,172; Putnam, from 
910 minus, to 71 excess; Preston, frorq 53 minus to 1,909 excess; 
Monongahela, from 329 minus to ^,732 excess; Mercer, from 
minus to 791 excess ; Marshall, from 580 minus, to 1,662 excess; 
Marion, from 180 minus to 1,382 excess ; Harrison, from 51 
1,913 excess; First Delegate District, Calhoun and Gilmer, 

441 minus, to 544 excess; Second District, Clay and Braxton, 

excess; Fourth District, McDowell, Raleigh 
1005, to 1,996; Fifth District, Tucker aud 

22 excess, Sixth District, Webster 
384 excess. 

or 

Such is to be the result of the change proposed, 
gentlemen, whose Counties, nine in number, are to 

to ask those, representin 
such loss to vote for 


























the character of this 


, whose County 



I 










| trust not 



forget the high purpose, for 
sent here to frame a 





the other 



principles, which are to govern 
branches of the Government 






lias disgrace^ 
principle 


opr hancjs at tl^at contemptible, petty “log rolling 

The fifth 





ruined the xqother State! 
have qq^qiniQusly adopted, reads thus : 





“Every 

citizen ‘of the State shall be entitled tq equal Representation in the 
Government, and in all apportionments of Representation, 

in those entitled thereto, shalj b$ preserved as 
Nor have we been content tq enunciate this great 
equal Representation as a guide to future Legislatures, 
leave it to their discretion to ^pply as successive decades shall roll 
round: with all th$ changes that ^ill qccur, b#t iq tfte sixth section of 
the Legislative Report, which we fm ve unanimously adopted, we 
have, prescribed an exact methqd, with iqinute (fetalis, by which all| 
future Legislatures shall preserve this equality of Rep resen tationu 
Thus we have preached and theorized for of hers to practice by. 
But it devolves upon us now to put our preaching and theory into 
practice; and suppose in our practice, we a<fopt the substitute pro¬ 
posed, with all its flagrant violations of these principles* and gross 
injustice—what will those who corae after thiqk of us ? May fhey 
not reasonably conclude that the madness, which seems tx> rule 

minds of men at the present day, extended alike to Constitution 

* 

maktr$y and Constitution breakers ! And what will our present con¬ 
stituents, to whose decisions we have to submit our important work 

Are not they the descendants of men, who “pledged their 

and sacred hoootf for the maintenance of 





not they themselves at this very hour 

the great principles so 
Fathers, and many baring their bosoms to the storms of a 

Present to them for their t 




nay moral 




Let m 



as the adoption of the substitute 



scorn and indignation 


m 







and reject this substitute 
Counties of Greenbrier 
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never 







member, 




unless the seven 




come in. 






The substitute was rejected, and the Report 

in the manner proposed, was adopted. 
Convention, ad and 3d Reports of the Committee on 







m TiJE QUESTION OF 4JXQ\yjNG TQE I,EQISI*AT 1 /RE 
TO GIVE THE STATE’S Alp TO WORI^S OF INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


This is an important question. Is it better for the Convention to 
prohibit for all coming time, the aid of the State to Works of Inter¬ 
nal Improvements, however general they may be in their beneficial 
results to the State, or permit the Legislature, under proper restric¬ 
tions, . to extend its aid from time tQ time to such Works as its 
wisdom shall deem to be of general State concern. As the National 
Government confines its aid to Works of National concern only, so 
a State ought to extend its aid to such works only as concern 
whole State, and where individual capital and enterprise are inade¬ 
quate. When any State descends from matters that are 
State concern, to works that are merely private and local in 
fxire, it becomes the sport and victim of individual and local 
tition, to “log rolling,” and indiscriminate plunder. 

misfortune of Virginia. 











Washington, and his cotemporaries, stood upon 

projected the great work of connectin 
yith the Ohio river. But they passed away, 

and have cqntinued it until 
been created, and i 


000 to 
Public 







Eastern portion 



disconnected lines are 




Wise 




if 
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work was completed in 




All of 





York was then a wilderness, 
section of the country, 
towns and cities. The State then n 










, which in i860 numbered nearly 4,000,000. 
of New York, then numbering about 350,000, in 1866, 
ing one million—more white population than the entire State 

The States of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Indiana and Illinois, followed her ammple—witB less marked, 
extraordinary success. Most of their canals,- except the Erie, have 
been superseded by Railroads; but those States oWe mainly their 
present greatness to their early perfected systemb of Internal Im¬ 
provements. 

Now, where would these great States have been if their Constitu¬ 
tions had contained the prohibitory clause now proposed to be inserted 

* 

In ours ? They would still have been, to a great extent, like Western 
Virginia— a wilderness \ 

Western Virginia has received but littleF benefit front the “log roll¬ 
ing” business of the State. She has helped the East to roll their logs, 
b'cft has received little assistance in rolling her own. The meagre 
iiriprovements of the Kanawha, Coal, and Guyandotte rivers, and 
the half million expended on the west end of the Covington and 
Ohio Railroad—now in a state of decay—with here and there a mud 
turnpike, are all she can show for the forty million of debt. 

Western Virjjmia is rich beyond measure, in variety and fertility 

forests of valuable timber, and inexhaustible 
these are to be developed, and brought into 

by the State, and the sinews of 






wealth, 

▼iduai 


nen can alone accomplish it. 









in any Company 

Ibonds where 




to be safe to 
There need be 




policy of the State 

her endorsing or 

necessary, and where it 
a lien on the 

; and we should 
discretion of 











ments 

& Ohio 
the same 





, will require 
markets. 1 


her the best 


• # 



rivers that require to be improved 
ainccessible interior, filled with every variety of wea 
and valueless, must be furnished with suitable 


part to the Agricultural and every other great 





not the individual capital and enterprise 
without incurring any risk, in the fiianfter 
The Legislature of Virginia, it is to be remembered, 





propose. 







trolled the last forty years by men whose policy has at length culmi¬ 
nated in treason and attempted parricide. The legislation of Vir¬ 
ginia, therefore, on this subject, under sdch guidance; should not 

taken as an earnest for what future legislation of the new State* i 
be, controlled; as we mfay hope it Will be, by honest atod earnest 
chastened and made wise and prutfenf by the solemfn lessons of the 

past. It is the abuse , rrot the legitimate use,- of the poWefy that has' 
produced the evil. Comrrtit it, then; with unshaken Confidence hr 
the virtue and intelligence of the people; into the hantk of their fu¬ 
ture representatives; Let the genius of the new Staftie remain un¬ 
shackled ; and disehthrolled of a slave oligarchy, arid clothed in the 
new, easy, and well-fitting garment we are preparing for her, and she 
will normally and fapidly deveiope, and at no distant day stand forth/ 
in her indigenous beauty and strength. 


ON A PROPOSITION TO INSERT THIS CLAUSE 

CONSTITUTION : “NO MINISTER 








GOSPEL OR PRIEST, OF ANY RELIGIOUS 
TION, NOR SALARIED OFFICER OF 





CORPORATION, OR COMPANY, SHALL 
OF BEING ELECTED TO EITHER 
LEGISLATURE.” 







Why should 
the 




classes of our 







Government, in 

e or emolument 





either case 
whether 



? There is no 
should not be left to 




, or voters. These classes 
merchants, the Government leaves 

earn their livelihood as 



their competency* faithfulness and 
I need only refer to the Chairman 
Mr. Lamb, the Cashier of one 
Banks* who, we all feel, is the James Madison- of 
and the Clergymen, t-eptesentlng the principal religious 
Hire also Conspicuous, faithful and useful members. 



Tub proposition was rejected* 


I ALSO PREPARED TtfE FOLLOWING REMARKS ON THE 

QUESTION OF GRADUAL EMANCIPATION OF SLAV¬ 
ERY, AND ITS SUBMISSION BY A SEPARATE POLL 
TO THE PEOPLE—-TO BE SUBMITTED WHEN IT CAME 
UP. THE SEQUEL SHOWS HOW THE QUESTION WAS 
DISPOSED jOF. 


Is it best to ignore, insert unconditionally, or insert as the 
don offered by the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Battelle, 









and refer the question to our constituents ? Though we are 
devisers and draftsmen of provisions that can have no 

the Legislature of the Re- 
ment, and Congress, yet we give the substance and 

power to alter or change. They can 
the last two may accept absolutely, or 

to be approved 
responsibility 
wrong one, 
iree parties, the 







Hence the delicacy 









fails 




blame falls ©n 



new Stale 




labor, 


abortion, a 



so much expense, so much talk, and so much 

humbug, without a 
including ourselves, Sir, 

West Virginia will have again 
the slave oligarchy of East 
have two votes to our one) to be held with tightened 

burdens, to drag out a famishing and 

















say ignore—that is, be entirely 
This will be a “negative pregnant/* I 
Congress, whose approval we must have, and the 
whose emigration and capital we must also have, will 
silence ? I answer, they will say the people of West 
unanimously pro-slavery. They can, and will give n 6 other, 
the only natural and legitimate interpretation at this time. 

Now, does any member believe that Congress, both Houses 
which, have such large republican majorities, whose chart and com¬ 
pass are the Chicago platform—“no extension of slave territory, and 
no increase of slave power' in the Senate,* or Electoral College/ 1 
who believe slavery to be the prime cause of the present rebellion 
that has prostrated all business, caused to be raised an army of 
700,000 men, now costing from one to two million dollars per day — a 
rebellion that shakes, not only this country, but the civilized world — 
are going at this time, voluntarily, and 1 as a mere act of grace, to en¬ 
large a power, both in Congress, and the Electoral College, that is 
so prolific of evil, by giving the Old Dominion, —the acknowled 
mother and guardian of the slave power — two additional slave Sena¬ 
tors, and Presidential electors, and at the same time establish 
cedent for multiplying the same power ad infinitum ! if 
disposed, they dare not thus abjure all antecedents, 

inciple, and betray all confidence! We must 
the Constitution some certain, though gradual extinction 
to secure success. 



pre- 




# 





will soon 
say so in 
has died out 
They will 


say they shall be able to satisfy 
out of itself. Congress will reply : then 
1 They will say—point us to 
own accord, and without positive enactment 

o. and 







Dtlaware, with only 2 

what is her status ! 


slaves, and in 








gima 





free Stale men, 
, of Delaware, and 
I dare not ask the 

so self-evident. 



But 








the new State, besides 
independent existence f Will it 



Not one. 


About one-third of the slaves are already 
two-thirds of what remain are the property of rebels, and 

; not more than two thousand remain the 





I would not vote tor the measure if it was to 
any loyal citizen of his property without due compensation. I would 
impose a tax on the realty and personalty of the State, and 
sate the owners. This body, and its constituents, have no limit 
the exercise of power to secure the greatest good to the greatest 
number, except the Federal Constitution, and ordinance of the 
Wheeling Convention, the toth of August last. This provision inter¬ 
feres with no present vested right «Partus sequitur mnirem does 
not apply. Children begotten and born eighteen years hence, no 
person can have a vested right in. The 9th Section of said Ordi¬ 
nance, protects only "private rights and interest in land.” Massa¬ 
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Yoik, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, have all done it All political parties concede the 
might to a people, when forming their organic law, to establish or 
abolish slavery. The dispute has been as to the power of Territorial 
Legislatures. No man is to lose. All slaves now in being, and all 

ighteen years, are to be sacredly protected as ionf 
Eve. No man wants slaves to be imported. 







what shall we gain besides a deliverance from such 
with an independent and happy existence ? I answer, the status 
jFrU) in the place of a Slave State in the eyes of the 

and capital and people will immediately flow in, and 
vanee in value our now comparatively valueless lands, 

any sacrifice the riddance of slavery 









sion. 



Let us, then, 






'scales, 
has 



Saxon, nor Celtic race will settle in a 
of Slavery. 

question, by a separate poll 
eyes the rebellion 
trust, the 



MSB 






energies, 
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advance of us. They 

the new State, 





member, who, 

withhold 









ready to approve 



a delusive silence, 
his constituents and 
, and the affirmative 
an overwhelming vote. 







I have seen much of the institution of African 


regard it a sin per se. It may be the normal condition 

and soil, in many sections, may necessitate it. 
ed the subject in the light of expediency, merely, in 

whose every hope of future prosperity and 
wands its gradual,' though certain extinction, within 



rsubor- 
that 








All parties were disposed to postpone the exciting subject until 
the other important provisions were settled ; and still each party ex¬ 
pected it to come up, and were silently preparing their forces to meet 

it. The opposition professed to receive frequently letters from. 
Washington, stating it was the wish of Congress, ■ the President and 
Cabinet, that the subject should be ignored in our Constitution. The 
friends distrusting their statements, addressed letters to leading Re¬ 
publicans in both Houses of Congress, who affirmed, emphatically, 1 
we should have no chance for admission, unless a gradual emancipa¬ 
tion clause was inserted. The members, whose personal feelings 
were opposed to a new State in any form, having failed in their 
previous attempts to defeat, without forfeiting the confidence of their 
constituents, counted, confidently, I think, on this subject to accom¬ 
plish the end. A few days before the time fixed for adjournment, 
Mr. Battelle, a delegate from Ohio County, offered the following 
resolutions, making a few pertinent remarks : 





for or 






That at the same time when this 
qualified voters of the proposed new 
, an additional Section to Article 







> 


m 







brought, or free person of 
residence after this Constitution 

of slave mothers 


eight, 
such females shall be 



be free; the 
the age of ei 
birth. 





voted 










Stole for their adoption or rejection; and if a 

additional section, are in 
of Article 












made 



■, of 





“a. Resolved , That the Committee on the Schedule 

instructed to report the necessary provisions 
resolutions into effect 

moved to lay the resolutions on the table 
order of the day for to-morrow, at io o’clock in 

. Hall, of Marion, moved to lay the resolutions 




them 






table 

; and upon this question the yeas and nays were de¬ 
manded, and the demand being sustained, the motion was 





yeas, 24; nays, 23.” Two of the friends being absent 

Yeas— Messrs. John Hall (President), Brown of Kanawha, Brum¬ 
field, Chapman, Carskadon, Dering, Dolly, Hall of Marion, Hay* 
mond, Harrison, Hubbs, Irvine, Lamb, Montague, McCutchen, Rob 
inson, Ruffner, Sinsel, Stephenson of Clay, Stuart of Doddridge, 
Sheets, Smith, Van Winkle, Warder—>24. 

Nays-. -Messrs. Brown of Preston, Brooks, Battelle, Caldwell, Dille, 

Hervey, Hagar, Ho'back, Lauck, Mahon, O’Brien, Parsons, Powell, 
Parker, Paxton, Pomeroy, Ryan, Simmons, Stevenson of Wood, 
Stewart of Wirt, Soper, Trainer, Wilson—23. 

The Convention soon after adjourned. The opposition became 
alarmed at the strength of the friends, as shown by this vote, and 
that night were hard at work—with what success appeared the next 
morning. The friends met that evening, arranged to have all pres¬ 
ent at the opening next morning, and felt confident of their power to 
take up the resolutions and pass them. 



after the meeting of the Convention, next 
Dills, a delegate from Preston County, reckoned 
staunch friend, and was present at the meeting 






rose, and after making some 

he was happy to announce 
to Slavery, had been com 



ceeded 

ed with 




what the compromise was. 
commendation,” and in 

Battelle, who 







none of 
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support 




resolutions! 
















moved 
adop¬ 
tion, be referred to the Committee on Revision, to be inserted in its 
ftfroper place, in the Constitution. The friends 

among its ablest supporters, having always acted as 

published and widely circulated a pamphlet in 
of gradual .emancipation. Many others theretofore 

t, openly approving or silently 
1 saw at a glance that all 
end in that body. I expressed my dissent to my 
firm conviction it would not satisfy Congress. The first branch 
the resolution was passed, with but one dissenting vote—Mr. Brum¬ 
field regarded it as too hostile to 'the “peculiar institu- 

I voted for it, believing it would do no harm as the measure 

stood, and if, perchance, revived, would prevent the importation of 

* 

slavts, and shut out no free negroes, as none would wish to come. 
Besides, it is my nature, under such circumstances, to gratify as many 
of my fellow-citizens as possible. Soon after I withdrew from the 

Convention, resolved to have an expression of the people upon the 
subject at the time the Constitution was voted on, though in an in¬ 
formal manner. 

I discovered on that cxpcasfon, as I had never before, die myster¬ 
ious and over-powering influence “the peculiar institution” had on men 

otherwise sane and reliable. Why, when Mr. Battblle submitted 
his resolutions, a kind of tremor—a holy horror, was visible throughout 
the house 1 





On my way home, on the steamboat, 1 drew up the 

of instructions to Delegates in the Convention, and 

went to Ironton, Ohio, and got a s 

* 

sent them to reliable persons in 
matter, explaining the necessity, 

at all die voting precincts 



ested in 








on, and also at the military camps. 



and Delegates 
upon the 




viz: 






bom of slave mothers 
after the Constitution goes into operation, 
free, males at the age of twenty-eight years 

the age of eighteen years, and the 
such females to be free at birth.” 

The Senators and Delegates are authorized 
structed to make the foregoing provision a part of 
Constitution, if the speedy admission of the new 
the Union shall require it. 






About the same time 1 issued the following Circular to my con 

stituents: 



TO THE LOYAL PEOPLE OF CABELL COUNTY, VAv 

Fellow-Citizens : The Convention in which I had the honor 
represent you, having closed its principal labors, I propose to give 
an account of my stewardship. It would have beeu agreeable 
met you in person and delivered it, if circumstances would alow; 
things are at the present time in our County, I hope the mod® 
I have adopted will not be unacceptable. 






our 




ests that 

few 



my residence among you has been comparatively 
and intercourse have been of a character 

of each other, and the common 
animate us all; and I can say with truth, 

, this intercourse has been kind, courteous 







storm burst upon our 
ago— like a thunderbolt irom a clear sky— what 
Kind and obliging neighbors and Mends found 






HO 










and congea 







the warm and 


countenances 

venom, which 
The moral and 

clouds, and the desolation and 
sued since, all have felt, and they can describe* 

The occasion does not call upon me to arraign the 
sure the conduct of any of my former friends and 
who in my judgment have been so fatally misled, and to 
seasonable warning of a friend was not wanting—nor to 
merits of such as have proven loyal and true amidst all trials 

and the best Government in the world. The merits 




# m 










merits of both parties belong to the lawful authorities and future 
history to decide. 

The bolt had struck, the tornado had passed, and nothing but 
elation and suffering lay in the track, when the Convention *as 
ed upon to save what it could from the wreck. It labored with zeal 

and a sincere desire to rescue and make safe the great interests of 
the people of West Virginia, and the Constitutioh proposed for. your 
ratification is the result of its labors. 

It is not perfect; time and experience will disclose defects/ for the 
correction of which the instrument itself provides a plain and easy 
method. 

John Letcher and Company abjured and set at naught, without 
cause y their solemn oath9 to support the Constitution of the 



States, which is the Supreme Law of the Land ; attempted to trans¬ 
fer the State to the so-called Southern Confederacy, and 




the Government of Virginia, and the powers 
of annihilation, returned to the people—the source 
which ail power is derived. But as the disloyal portion, 






Company, were participcs criminis, 
they could not take advantage of the forfeiture, as it 

their own wrong,” which the law of 




The loyal portion only could take advantage 

the Government of 
delegates who 







peopi e 











ay of June last. 1 
esented the iv/iole 
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the subject matter 
gave its consent to 

to form a Constitution for 















There can be no question, therefore, as to the 
measure. 

Nor is the expediency of the measure at this 
Eastern Virginia has; or must soon become, a heap 
und rain, which her own folly and wickedness will have 
had not the slightest claim or right to drag West Virginia 
ruin with herself. The West had long been the object of 
oppression and plunder; and it became the imperative duty of 
West to cut loose and save herself if possible. It would have been 
an act of sheer madness not to have done so. For more than thirty 
years, it has been conceded by all, that the people West of the 
Alleghanies had no commercial or business connection, nor congeni¬ 
ality, with the people east of that natural barrier. The whole inter¬ 
ests of the West are with the Ohio River, into which all its rivers 
How, and with the great States and cities which lie upon that river. 
Why, then, continue longer this unnatural connection with the self- 
ruined and immolated people of the East, who will have no ability or 
disposition to help us, but only the power and will to demand and 
take by force % all we possess ?—for they can out vote us> and oblige us 
to hfelp pay the immense State debt their treason has created; and 
much of which they will hold, and at some future time, will “log roll 1 ' 

4 

and cajole our representatives, as in time past, to help pay. 



f 






was the opinion of a very large majority of the Convention 
interests and future well-being of West Virginia required 
Constitution and form of Government resembling, in its main features 
at least, the Governments of those great States which have grown 
as if by magic at the North and West of us, that the name 
pulsive phantom of the little remnant,of slavery should be 
soon as practicable, without the sacrifice of ri 

capital and free labor to flow in from 

the wealth of the new 












is framed to meet and foster 

% 

the many , and not a favored feta , 

and sinecure officers-^none 
these paid no more than 
1 times strictly accountab 













country 
in 









polling, 









creeks 






most economical 

squander 

of speculation and 
, prior to the 

dollars, without any adequate return. 

♦ 

of free schools is provided, which are 
children, the rich and poor alike, 
gladden the hearts of the parents 
generous hospitality of whose cabins I have 
and noticed with interest the embryo genius and native 
their unschooled children. The hopes of these parents will 
be blighted. The faculties with which God endows their 
however humble, the free school will quicken and bring out, 
vate and bless the children, and repay with joy and just pride 
parents, and add glory and strength to our country. 

K> 

The new Constitution makes a radical change ii> the County or- 

H 

gamization. The County Court is abolished. There will be four 

terms of the Circuit Court a year. The Counties are to be divided 

into Townships,, to contain not less than 400 inhabitants each. Each 

Township is to choose a Supervisor, Clerk, Surveyor of Roads, one 

Justice of the Peace,, and one Constable, and when, the Township 

contains 1200 inhabitants, or more, they may choose two Justices 

and two Constables. The Justice will have jurisdiction in civil cases 

to the amount of $ioo, and either party can demand a Jury of six 

■ 

men. 

These Townships will constitute so many separate communities, 
who will meet in town-meetings and discuss and transact their 
ness. They will constitute the peoples’" primary school in 
and the great science of self-government . Somewhere neat 
tre, or at the most accessible point of each Township, shou 

School-house, Town-house, Store, and center of business 

will transact their business at this center 
County seat Our County will admit of seven 
The Supervisors of the several Townships 
County Board, which has charge 
the Constitution in your hands, 

:e the figures. If properly manage 
distribute and equalize political 









ty constitute 
the 








the detai 



cannot 




make every man a freeman , and every 

upon our own management 
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are to 



on Taxation and 
has been made. 


uniform and equaP' on ail 


worth $i 
years of 
ail: 



Year negro and my horse are 

the law of Virginia, 
taxed for only I300 ; and if 
















> 


or under, a«d worth $600 or $700, he is not 
yearling calf, colt, Iamb, axe, plough, and 
species of property, are taxed to their iM value. 

earnings and income are taxed by the law of 
open a store for the convenience of his 
act as commission merchant to sell his neighbor's produce, 
first obtaining a license and paying from fto to $100. The 
earnings of clerks, engineers, and even day laborers—all of 
go as fast as earned to support their families—are, or are liable to 
taxed under the head of Income Tax, to replenish the Treasury at 
Richmond 3 while not less than two hundred million dollars wotik of 
slave property , owned mostly in Eastern Virginia, has never been taxed 
it# all. What unparalleled injustice ! Nothing in the past or pres¬ 
ent, in any country, equals it —and all in favor of slave-owners ! 
Who have been your leading men, and represented your interests t 
Richmond in times past, and tamely submitted your necks to such 
unjust and disgraceful burdens ? Some of these leaders still remain 
among you—but “by their fruits ye shall know them.” All this 
iniquity Jthe new Constitution cuts up, root .aud branch. All property 
is to tie laxed according to its market value, and the skill, energy and 
sinews of freemen are left untaxed. 

There is one other subject to which it is ray duty to ca 
shall approach it with the same freedom and 
any other subject which I think may lie in the way of 
success of the new State in Congress, My antecedents 

I have frankly avowed, and most, if not al 
w v are. I was raised amid the free institutions 


* 

last fourteen years amidst the “ 
: seen and had as much to 




tion 



man in West Virginia, and ain 

I do not believe 
a sin, but in 


It is the white 
I believe 
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il and productions that 
these exist in West Vir; 



# €> 


any more 



vania. I went to the Convention resol 







at any other, in the light of 
as any other, when necessary i 
in view —the establishment 
















and secure the greatest good to the greatest number 

« 

uents. 

census of i860, there were in the forty-four Counties 
new State, only 10,147 slaves, and 336,107 
cent., or three, slaves to one hundred whites, 
one-third of these have disappeared since the rebellion 
and two-thirds of the remainder belong to rebels and are 
confiscation—leaving at present about 2,000, the property 
men. And while I regard this property of loyal men as sacred and 
inviolable as any other, I consider the interest too inconsiderable to 
be permitted to stand in the way of a speedy admission by Congress 
of the new State and its future well-being; and if its removal re¬ 
quires, I stand ready for myself and the Companies I represent, to 
levy a tax to remunerate loyal owners. 

It became apparent to my mind more than a month ago, that Con¬ 
gress would not admit the new State if the Constitution was simply 

silent on the subject; but that it would require some positive declara¬ 
tion to secure admission, as Congress would never consent to make 
two slave States out of the Old Dominion, and increase the slave 
power in the Senate by adding two slave Senators. Besides, it 
would be setting a precedent that would oblige Congress to consent 
to the division of other slave States, and so increase the slave power 

Senate ad infinitum . 

1 wrote to several conservative members of Congress 

opinion, which was adverse to admission unless some 

emancipation was made in the 

importance of getting admitted 
# 

The establishment of our new 


consent 





# # 








our Legislature, and also of Congress, 
shall 







verse 
members, and ur 


crushed in East Virginia, they 

Legislature and secure 
. I brought these facts to the 
the imperative necessity 



m 











8f> 







age 

born of 





eci on 



subject. 1 found 

taking the 

constituents. I then 
provisions, proposed by Mr. 

or free person of 
residence,” and second, “That 
in this State after 1870, shall be 
ght, females at the age of eighteen, 
females to be free at birth,” by a separate 
constituents, at the same time the Constitution 
if a majority of those voting on the question 



















these provisions should become parts of the Constitution, otherwise 

a timidity in some, and honest, I presume, but 
policy in others, refused to submit the question to the people, assi 






ing as a reason that it was not safe to trust the people with the 
ject in these exciting times. After much talk about mutual conces¬ 
sion, and considerable labor to give it the dignity of a compromise, 
to which I dissented, it was voted with but one dissenting vote, to 
put the first clause in the Constitution. I voted for inserting the 
first provision m likely to do some good, and expressed my decided 
belief that this would not be sufficient to secure an admission by 
Congress. I entertain the same opinion now. The Convention is 
not dissolved, but will be called together again if found necessary. 
When you vote upon the Constitution the first Thursday in April, 
you will do well to instruct your Delegates* both in the Convention 
and Legislature, and our Senator, to insert the second provision, or 
some other, if found necessary* to secure the consent and admission 
Congress at its present session. The people of the other Counties 
intend to take this course, and if you view the matter in the light 


f 





The 



re 





you will not hesitate to do it 

hope of the new State, on which so much 
loyal people. Their prompt, firm and 
save it, I was satisfied that some of the 
Convention would not, if they could. Such do not realize 
change that the present rebellion is daily working, 
treason has 







all that was peat, good, 
do not appreciate that the rebellion 

7 eyes, and has already 

controlled the minds 




otherwise 



would 







wise a course 


Bfr 



their constituents. 







them. 

Your friend and 



m m 




March 4, 1 






The Iron ton journal that printed the Circular 

; and my impression is, I enclosed 
Wheeling Intelliginar. The Editor of the latter 
kind as to give it the following notice, which appeared 

March, 1862: 







“THE MISTAKE OF THE CONVENTION—WHEREIN 

REMEDY LIES. 

"Granville Parker, member of the Convention from Cabell 

County, has issued an address to his constituents from which we ex¬ 
tract the following: 

4 J[ wote to several conservative members of Congress for their 
opinion, which was adverse to admission unless some positive decla¬ 
ration of a gradual emancipation was made in the Constitution. I felt 
all along the vital importance of getting admitted by Congress at the 
present session. The establishment of our new State requires the 
consent of our Legislature, and also of Congress. As soon as the 
rebellion shall be crushed in East Virginia, they may send in their 
Delegates to the Wheeling Legislature and secure a majority adverse 
to letting us go. I brought these facts to the notice of the 
and urged the imperative necessity of making some positive declara¬ 
tion upon the subject. I found many viewed the necessity as I 

from taking tie responsibility of acting before consulting 
their constituents. 

T then proposed to submit the substance of the provisions 
ed by Mr. Battelle, first, "That no slave shall be brought or 
son of color come into this State for permanent 
ond, "That all children born of slave mothers in 

the age of 28, females at 
females to be free at 


















to the vote of our constituents, at the same time 

of those votin 
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, in some, and honest 
to submit the 
was not safe to trust 
times. After much 



cession 









considerable labor to give it the 

dissented, it was voted with but one 
clause in the Constitution. 1 voted 


first provision as likely to do some good, and expressed 

would not be sufficient to secure an 











I entertain the same opinion now. 

‘The Convention is not dissolved, but will be called 
if found necessary. When you vote upon the Constitution 
Thursday in April, you will do well to instruct your Delegates, 

Convention and Legislature, and our Senator, to insert 
ond provision, or some other, if found necessary, to secure the con¬ 
sent and admission by Congress at its present session. The people 
of the other counties intend to take this course, and if you view the 
matter in the light that I do, you will not hesitate to do it. 

‘The only hope of the new State, on which so much depends, now 
rests with the loyal people. Their prompt, firm and independent action 
will save it. I was satisfied that some of the members of the Con¬ 
vention would not, if they could. Such do not realize the great 
change that the present rebellion is daily working. They forget that 
treason has destroyed all that was great, good and valuable in Old 
Virginia. They do not appreciate that this rebellion is shaking the 
scales from the peoples’ eyes, and has already broken the spell of 
corrupt men which has so long controlled the minds and manacled 
the energies of the masses; otherwise they would not have 

question from their constituents. The responsibility of so un¬ 
wise a course rests with them.” 





etter to Wheeling Intelligencer, March 



WHAT POWERS WILL THE LEGISLATOR 

THE NEW STATE WHEN IT 











present posture of 

success of the ne\ 
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lien their acts and 
index of their real 





believe that many members of 

do not desire a new 



take 





remain as it is. Others desire a 
to the Blue Ridge and embrace 









slaves; enough to secure the perpetuity of this i 

Nor are we alone in this conclusion ; 
concur with us. 

right of the people that all representative men 
“uo masked,” cost what it may. The times are too eventful 














vere to indulge in play-acting; and individuals, however 
may have stood heretofore must expect to fall, if they are not 
profess, and stand in the way of the people, who are 
the reins into their own hands. And the saddest of all is that 






a majority of the five special Commissioners to whom the Conven¬ 
tion intrusted so much, is believed to be of this class. With the 
loyal people then, the success of the new State rests. If they have 
nerve and courage enough to carry the measure through in spite of 
their former leaders we shall have a new State, and that a free one— 
otherwise, not It was in this connection that we proposed in a 
former number the necessity of the people giving to their Senators 
and Delegates, both to the Convention and Legislature, explicit in¬ 
structions which will at once test the sincerity of the Representatives; 
and whoever objects or opposes such instructions being given, or re¬ 
fuses to obey them afterwards, the people may safely set down as 
among the class we have indicated. We speak thus plainly, because 
occasion and the greatness of the stake demand it. 







Whatever difference of opinion may have formerly existed 
now to be conceded by all that the Convention, 
at Wheeling on the nth of June last, and the 
assembled, by its order , at the same 


j 


) 







following, represented, legally and Constitutional 
of the State of Virginia, the subject 
that the Convention which 




November last, represented constitutiona 
of that whole —that is, 





inal thirty-nine Counties which 

new State, and the 
complied with the 



















one Counties, 


, and prescribed 
form a Constitution for 






beyond 




’—that is, for the forty-one Counties 
ordinance the last named Convention was 
i power, of itself, to extend the 
one Counties. All that has been done 










to including the Counties of McDoWell, 
Gieenbrier and Pocahontas, absolutely; or Pend 
Hardy, Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley/ Jefferson and Frederick, con 

Hardy and Hampshire elected to take this position, 
is nothing more than an expression of the wish of the Convention 




the Legislature, and has no other force.' The Legislature represents 

A % 

subordinate capacity, the loyal people of all Virginia; and the 
question arises cart this Legislature change the boundaries ? 

Thebe' is serious doubt in our minds Whether any body short of a 
Convention representing the whole people of Virginia', in their sov¬ 
ereign capacity, has the power to change them under the present or¬ 
der of things: It is true that the 3d Sec. of the 7th Art, of the U. 
S. Constitution' requires only the consent of the Legislature of the 
State proposed to be divided, and of Congress, in order to erect a 
new State within the bounds of an old one. Yet, aV the Convention 
which assembled on the 11 th of June last represented all the loyal 
people of Virginia, in whom was vested the sovereign power, and 
representing the people in their sovereign capacity, restored and re- 

the Government by causing to be convened on the 1st 
Legislature; and at the same session, and in the exercise 







August 



sovereign power, passed the ordinance of the 

consenting to a division, and establishing the boundariei 









to that Legislature any power to change 
for the Legislature/ Whose powers must be taken 
the powers of such a 1 Convention, now to change 
ess the powers of the Legislature are 
the powers of such a Convention 
to, or co-ordinate w'!th,the 
can the fact that the 
law of the land within the scope 









Legislature sufficient to such a new State 

ul d' o n e, c him ge t he n 


















as the people of 
As to these, 

in their sovereign capacity, and the Legislature and all 

, however, to conform to 
to the requirements of the 
on the 20th of August last, the Le 
be convened, and give its consent to said division, 

fixed by said ordinance, excluding, however, 
Hampshire, agreeably to their express election, 

The counties of McDowell, Mercer, Greenbrier, Monroe 












faontas lie on this side of the ridge of the Alleghanies, and there 
a commercial and military necessity for including them within the 
new State; and upon this ground, and as then advised, we advocated 
and voted for recommending to the Legislature to include them, 
which it should do, if it concludes it has the power. But we oppos¬ 
ed by advocacy and vote; any recommendation to the Legislature to 
include the other sevem Counties, which lie on the other side of the 
Alleghanies, that natural barrier : First,, because they lie on the other 
side of that natural boundary, and have little or no commercial or 
business connection with us; second* because- their inclusion would 
more than double the number of slaves, include a people whose in¬ 
terests and feelings are not homogenous with our own, and who had 
given no evidence whatever of a desire to be included ; and third, 
because in a military point of view, it would give a frontier along Old 
Virginia and Maryland, both slave States, of about 700 miles, in 
ce of only about 35 or 50 miles, from the southwest corner of 
Pendleton, straight up the Alleghany ridge, to the- “Fairfax Store.” 
But we were out-voted by reason of the interest and influence 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and had to submit. Our 
was then that the success and prosperity of the new State 

at the ridge of the Alleghanies, and of m 
and the votes of the delegates from 
upon the emancipation clause, 









way to 



, and are confident now, that 
views of our own people 
and the failure in this is 












all along, to wreck the 






members of the Le 
can alone save it 



One word more. 




spect, 



we say it with 

important duties it will impose 

Whilst they are members 




the instruction 
the Cis 



all the loyal people of Virginia, 
their immediate constituents—the 







We should scorn to ask or expect 
any act that is not just and honorable to the whole 
instructions shall be such as to evince a conviction in 









-of a majority of .their loyal constituents that the gradual emancipa¬ 
tion proposed is necessary to secure the success of the new State in 
Congress, they will not shrink from the responsibility of adding i 
absolutely, as the authorized agents of such constituents, or subject 
to a subsequent ratification by the people. 


The idea that the people on this side the Alleghanies ought to 
shape the internal structure of their government to suit the tastes, 
prejudice or whims of outsiders except so far as shall be necessary 
jto insure the approval of the Legislature and Congress, and not their 
own best interest—is simply absurd ; and will only excite the deris¬ 
ion of the old and other border States, thus sought to be conciliated. 
JLet .the people simply be true to themselves and their own best in¬ 
terests, aod they will secure the esteem and respect of the loyal and 
jjood everywhere. 


We perceive that the Schedule makes it the duty of the Commis¬ 
sioners to submit the Constitution to the qualified voters of fifty-one, 

of the forty-one Counties which comprise, according 
“the proposed new State,” and also the nth 
Ahe Schedule commands the Commissioners in case the Convention 






shai! 



m 





0 


is in 
last, and 


,ture 



re-convenecj, to take the necessary steps to secure a 

the fifty-one Counties in the Convention, 
of the Ordinance passed the 
void ; and, if our reasoning is correct 
to give it validity. These provisions 
we left the Convention. 







What a 








arch, on which 


after rearing so goodly a 
united in keeping out 
depends. The Legis 











I 




92 






hope and expect 
putting in its place the “stone 
avert the impending fall of a 

* • 4 t 

on which so much depends. 



lave 















and al 





rise in the majesty and 
and good Fathers have clothed 
Constitution and the proposed 
remove them. 














I think the loyal people of Upshur County, to whorcj copies of 
instructions had been forwarded, were first to respond, which 
did with the downright earnestness, so characteristic of them 
that period, at a large mass meeting, held at Buchanan the i 
March, of which the Intelligencer of the 24th of same month gave 

mm @ 

the following account, with its approval and earnest recommendation. 




UPSHUR COUNTY ON THE CRISIS—SHE C 03 VJES BRAVE¬ 
LY UP TO THE WORK, AND “TALKS RIGHT OUT IN 
MEETIN’”—PATRIOTIC RESOLUTIONS. 



Pursuant to previous notice there was a grand turnout of the peo¬ 
ple of Upshur County, at Buchanan, their County seat, on Mon¬ 
day, the 17th of March, 1862, (that being the first day of the quar- 
Court,) to take into consideration what should be their 
regard to the adoption of the Constitution, recently 
; Convention at Wheeling, for the new State of West Viq 
noon, the Court having taken a recess, the people assembled 
Court House. Whereupon, on motion of F. Berlin, 

Pinnell, was unanimously elected President 






David 





meetin 
and ur 



upon all 


upon taking the Chair delivered an able 
explaining the objects and purposes 

to speak out fully and freely 
under consideration, either 












On motion, C. P. Rohrbaugh, Esq., 

D. D. T. 


unani 





consisting of three 
the Chair to report 




meetm 







SI 



motion was 




Whereupon 
gentlemen on said Committee, 








. Fretwill, N. B. Warmsly and 




» 



Hinkle. 




. Lgudin, Lewis 






F. Berlin, D. D. T. 






Fourth District — Samuel Wilson, C. S. Haynes 

4p M ' 9 * * * 

GquLD. 

The /Committee then retired to perform its duties, and during its 

. ' • * • * *1 • i j i * i . T *. • . r. o 

absence Spencer Dayton, Esq., of Barbour County entertained the 

« .% ® jpr $ # # # • ^ % J 1^0 i gjp -ng, * v 

meeting with an able address upon the various topics under con- 

CU % ■ v 4i*# * 1 » • • 4 fen » A % • § 

► « 

sideration. 

% 0 9 

The Coranpttee after paving b^en absent some time returned 

reported the following preamble and resolutions; 



W HEREASf It is the desire of the people of Wesf Virginia to or¬ 
ganize themselves into a new State as a loyal State of this Union, 
with a view of securing to themselves the largest amount of liberty, 
security and prosperity. And whereas it is the further desire of the 
people to aid the General Government in suppressing the present 
iniquitous rebellion in the Southern States of this ynioq* therefore, 


tst Resolved^ Th^t we do most heartily endorse the policy adopted 
and pursued by the Administration at Washington, to suppress and 
crush out the present unrighteous and wicked rebellion, and to re¬ 
store our national Union. 







advocate 


our 


a chance 




2d. That we, the citizens of Upshur County, do endorse 

* * ( ■ V / •• .» • * + * 

cept the policy reconpijended by the present Chief Magistrate 

Itates, (Abraham Lincoln,) in his message 
to Congress, in regard to the 
Border States, as the policy that should 
of West Virginia; and we do now 

i 

and carry out the said policy, as 
and prosperity in the Union. 














3d. That 






hoped and expected that 
for the new State, would have 
sentiments upon 
And believin 
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in favor of 


said Convention 



wi 








open a separate poll book 

to express their 

the proposed new Stata, when called 
the proposed Constitution; and we earnestly invite our 

.the proposed new State to open poll books 






a 





That we deprecate and detest the insulting efforts 
who are now striving to intimidate our purpose by denouncing 






those who, to promote the prosperity of West Virginia 
* » * 

and develop its natural resources, advocate the exclusion of 
.stitution of slavery from the proposed new State. 

6 th. That we regret the course of some of our newspapers 
;are daily agitating the question of slavery with as much zeal as 
ithe rebel papers of the South, or the extreme abolition papers of 
North. And this, too, by a set of cowardly newspaper writers and 

editors, who would not risk a hair of their heads in defence of the 

Union. 




The resolutions were then read to the meeting and were unani¬ 
mously adopted with the greatest enthusiasm. 

On motion of R. Fret well, Esq., it was 

Resolved , That the President and Secretary sign the proceedings 
of this meeting, and that .the newspapers of Wheeling, Parkersburg, 
Clarksburg, Fairmont, and the National Intelligencer be requested Jto 
publish the same. 


After the adoption of the foregoing resolutions, D. D. Tv Farns¬ 





worth, Esq., being loudly called for, appeared upon the 

a most able and telling speech upon the various topics 

, which was cheered by a hearty roar 
house, and produced the greatest 










from 
the people. 


C. P. Rohrbaugh, Secretary. 



D. S. PlNNBBL, 






as 




copying the “Instructions,” with commendation, or, 
and recommending the measure proposed. Though it 
County made no arrangement for the informal vote of i 
a day or two before the election, April 3d. 

The opposition became alarmed, and spared no pains to prevent 
such an expression being made. They made every effort to squelch 
it altogether. Notwithstanding, on the day of election, April 3, 1862* 
the informal poll was opened in about twenty Counties, and the* 

4 « • 

vote for gradual emancipation wafc nefarly equal to that for the Con*- 
* * 

stitution as proposed, both being nearly unanimous. 

I give the following returns as samples of the way the vote 

Mi 

in Counties where separate polls were opened, in all, or some 

the Constitution, 1493, against, 11; for 

Upshur, for the Constitution, 719,, against, z 
, against, 13. Monongalia 
, 1148, against, 17 ; 

, for Constitution 
Ohio,, for 













against 


Cabell 


against, 2 


Constitution*. 292„ 
Hancock,. Cob 
against, 44. 

244 ,. 



4 * 


The- following from* the. WeUsburg Herald and 

how this informal vote was regarded by 







and the- public : 


From-the Wellsbtsrg Herald, April 25 , 1862 . 


“THE VOTE. ON EMANCIPATION IN WEST VIRGINIA,. 

«B * ■ 

• I 

. The vote seems to have taken everybody by surprise,, those friend¬ 
ly to gradual emancipation, as well as those opposed to it. It has, in* 
the eyes of the public outside* of Western- Virginia, completely over-' 
slaughed the vote on the adoption of the Constitution itself, though 
this latter was the thing regularly voted upon, * The article printed in. 
the Herald , immediately after the election, commenting on 





effect of the war as displayed in the unlooked for 
for emancipation, has attained a wide publicity solely 


larity 




facts and the importance of the result 
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United States, and doubtless 




and at 







The vote, 





m ^ m 


son that 




% 










this vote, upon Western 

through it at rebelli 
the rebellion more than the 


indicates its suppression with a 
is understood to be inevitable. 

it alwavs borne in mind, was taken 
In many counties, no vote was 
ies high in authority did all they cobld to 
was not known that such a thing was con temp 
conductors of the election did not see tit to trouble 
the matter, and no one else Conveniently could, at 
where numbers of votes were cast for emancipation 
were not returned through neglect,* so that Under the circumstances? 

jegate of 6,052 to 610 —io to i , is fully as la/gC as Could 
reasonably expected. The vote fof the Constitution itself was a 
meagre one—16,981 to 441, but th& proportions in the different 
counties correspond sufficiently to indicate what would have been the 
result, had there been a full and fCgdlarly tafeir poll. 

The vote will undoubtedly have a 1 decided iAfluente in Congress, 

though we do not think it will influence the majority in' that bhdy to 

vote for the admission of the new State with the Constitution as 

adopted. It will, however, lead to the adoption of a free Statu 

• ** 

clause, pure and simple, in the Constitution, should the Convention 

again assemble, and will be regarded by the Legislature, which meets 

9 

on the 6th, in the light of instruction as to its course in the matter.— 
It will also satisfy Eastern Virginia, that if the State maintains its in¬ 
slavery is doomed, and probably lead them to' reflect whether 







prospect of its perpetuity after the war is over, will justify a 
ger continuance of a hopeless struggle/” 



1 # s • m *9 •* 

From the Wheeling Intelligencer, April 28, 1862, 

“THE POSITION OF THE NEW STATE 

morning a communication signed 
, which is chiefly interesting, as 

question of a free State i 
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can avail nothin 

1 

the delegates from that County in 
will assemble in this city on the 
ly business can be, when 



m 




That body can have 
the Constitution or any of its provisions or shortcomings 
than the Constitution bears upon the mferits and 







vision 








The Legislature that meets will be 
State of Virginia, and it is called simply in 
of the Constitution of the United Slates, 






State 



consent of the Legislature of any State previous 
formed out of such State. 




a mistake, therefore, to suppose that the omission of the Con 





vention—the great and serious omission which that body made, w 
it refused to submit the free State clause to a vote of the people 
can be remedied by any power short of that Convention, or one sim¬ 
ilarly constituted. The Constitution as it is, without addition or sub- 
straction, must go to Congress, and it will be for that body to say 
whether or no they will take the will of the people of West Virginia 
as informally expressed at the recent election, for the deed, and in 
consideration of it, receive the new State into the Union. 

This is the way the whole question now stands, and we are sorry 

for it. We did our best to forwarn all whom it could concern, of 
the predicament in which we now find ourselves. We affirmed what 
has overwhelmingly proved true, that the new State people of West 
Virginia were a free State people ; that they meant a free State when 
voted for a division, and that nothing short of a free State 
would ever satisfy them, because nothing else would be of any use 
them. But we had all sorts of higher and lower influence to 
belief, and in an evil hour our free State members of 







vention suffered themselves to be drawn into a blind that completely 

whole effort. 



The on 
tance from 



thing that remains for us now to do, is to 

as we stand. We are not enti 











s§ t 



done in that direction. 1 
trust that the temper of debate in the 
it comes together, as to brighten 
our affairs will depend on the way in which 

free State question. The 















such anti-new 





the good effects w 
on Congress 
power to neutralize that 
thef old stale pro-slavery cant 
and anti-free State people as 
election. 







hope 





best from the meeting of the 
session and a harmonious one. 
are wanted. Let us go to Congress with 
we can. We will need it all.” 






The qtieslioD was', how to use this informal expression of 
the popular will, so as to satisfy Congress. The Legislature of the 
re-organized Government of Vifginta was summoned by the Governor 
to meet the 6 th of May, in extra session, to give, or withhold its con¬ 
sent to the proposed Constitution. The friends proposed, in view of 
the recent popular expression, to ask the Legislature that was person¬ 
ally cognizant of this informal vote, while Congress was not—to give 
its consent, if given, upon the condition, the people should subse¬ 
quently accept a gradual emancipation clause, substantially, as Con¬ 
gress afterwards did, and that body would follow. It was feared the 
Legislature might be as chary and timid on the subject, as the Con¬ 
vention had proved, if not more so; and known, the opposition was 
everywhere on the alert Still, we ventured to make the effort, and I 
wrote and published the following articles in the Wheeling paper?, 
giving our views, and answering objections raised by the opposition. 






[Letter to the Intelligencer.] 

WHAT THE PEOPLE OF WEST VIRGINIA WI 
EXPECT THEIR REPRESENTATIVE 
POSING THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, TO 
GOVERNOR SHALL CONVENE THEM 
SUBSTANCE, THE FOLLOWING RESOLUT 

been the desire of the people inhabiting 
west of the 




















State 



Virginia assembled 
upon the terms 
that day, and authorized 
of framing a Constitution 
done, and the Constitution 







people voting thereon, 
its consent and approval, agreeably to 
provisions of said ordinance, 
that it is the unanimous desire of 
new State that a clause for the gradual 
its boundaries shall be incorporated, and 


Congress of the United States will not consent to a division 

a 

mission of the proposed State unless the Constitution contains some 








provision for the gradual and certain extinction of slavery within 
boundaries, and that without such provision an object so dear to our 
cis-Alleghany people and beneficial to all, must fail— this body, rep¬ 
resenting the loyal people of Virginia, desire to consult and promote 
the best interests of every section — Therefore, 

Resolved, That the consent of the General Assembly be given to 
the division proposed, upon the condition that the following provision 
be made a part of the Constitution (which it shall become as soon as 
ratified by a majority of the qualified voters in the proposed State that 
shall vote thereon), viz : 

44 AH children born of slave mothers in this State, after the Constitu¬ 
tion shall go into operation, shall be free, males at the age of 28 years 
jm4 females at the age of 1 8 years, and mm children of sudti females 
to be free at birth.” 




2. Resolved^ That a copy of these resolutions, with the Constitution 
forthwith transmitted to the Congress of the United 

that that body give its consent to proposed 
new State ufm the terms and conditions above 




admit 

3^ Resolved , That as soon as Congress shall so consent 
the proposed State, it shall be the duty of the Governor 
day and make suitable provisions for taking the vote 
voters of the proposed State upon the question 

new State. 








1 said in a former communication, that 

■s = 



nded to 




the new State project upon 
people with the views 








ect 
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leaders have 
it at the 







bold men pushed through 
against an opposing host of 

to the new State. 















the Wheeling Government should 
, and they (Wise, HuHt^r, Masoi* 
the Federal power) would enter 
entire State. This is what ihsy desire 
soon as they found a large and earnest majority of the 
for a new State, what were they to do ? openly oppose ? 
not; for by so doing they would go under. They meant to 
what they are now attempting to do, viz : Profess and pretend to 
the new State, and by 9 Uch false pretences retain the confidence 
of the people and the leadership of the measure, until they should 
able to wreck the whole project upon the breaker I have before men¬ 
tioned. If they really desired a new State, why did they contend in 
the Convention for taking in the whole Valiev, with 60,000 slaves, 
with which Congress could never have been reconciled ? Why refuse 
to submit the gradual emancipation clause to the decision of the peo¬ 
ple ? Why combine their whole efforts and go wandering about the 
State, to prevent the people expressing their wishes in regard to the 
gradual emancipation clause ? Why were James 11 . Brown and 
John Laidly, while holding Courts in Wayne and Cabell Counties, 
all the time warning the people against having anything to do with 
the subject-'—reiterating anew what every sane man knows to be false 
—that such an expression was unnecessary to secure admission 
Congress ? Why should John Hall, President of the 
Convention, visit Ceredo during that Court, and hold 

and Laidly? Why should James H. Brown 
tburn to suppress all expression in his Regiment 
? Why did Colonel Lightburn withhold the instructions 







Col 












come 



under his military charge on the day of 
had been furnished, two weeks previous, 
letter explaining the necessity of taking 
the question ? Why did James H. 
Barboursville that it would do much 

ambitious demagogues ? 
Commissioners while holdin 

with rage, while 












loi 




are the instruction 
all the means in his power 
ect ? 



# # 



so 
Why was 
their 



All these things I 
Was it the fear on their 
would be adverse to gradual 
case before Congress ? Or was it exact 
wherever any of these old fogies lived or 
the people had no chance to express 














at every point throughout the entire 
had a chance to express their minds, their 
as unanimous for gradual emancipation as for 
Look at Mason, Kanawha, Wood and their other 
places: Jackson, Roane, Wayne, and other counties that come within 
their benumbing influence. 

But the election has demonstrated two great facts which now 
Out as clear and prominent as the cloudless sun at noon day, viz: that 
nine-tenths of the loyal people desire gradual emancipation and the 

new State ; and and, that these nigger fogy leaders don't mean to let 
them have -either, but mean to wreck the whole project by keeping the 
Constitution in such shape that Congress will not approve it. 

How vain and shallow their efforts 1 for the thunder tones in which 

the people have spoken at all their various points throughout the 

State where they had a chance, affords conclusive evidence that all 

the loyal people of the State are of the same mmd and will so express 

* 

themselves as soon as removed from under the shadow of the raven 
wings of the fogy leaders; and at the same time they have unmasked 
themselves and revealed their nefarious purposes, viz: to place the 
neck of West Virginia again under the yoke of a slave oligarchy. 

They know that if the Constitution goes to Congress as it is, it 
be rejected, and the Convention will have to be called 
for the purpose of inserting the Gradual Emancipatioi 

to be again submitted to the people, agr< 
section of the ordinance of the 20th of August last; and 

Legislature, which will have to be again 
the purpose; and before all this can be accomplished, 









certain 







urned without having acted 

* 

first instance, 
again on the first Monday 
whole of East Virginia wil 



inia 
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And the new 



not having approved, 

too, to repeal and 
be forever lost, 















State 


, and the unanimous ratification 
Congress, can still save it.) I 
witnesses, that these leaders have 
nor believe that Congress 

and I have shown what must 








Mow t he way I propose to obviate all the difficulties and 
new State, is for the Governor to convene the present Legislature 
©nee; let that Legislature give its consent, with the condition 
the gradual emancipation clause shall become a part of the Constitu¬ 
tion, as soon as ratified by the people ; let Congress, at its present 
session, give its consent and admit the new State, on the same condi- 
jUon, and the people ratify afterwards. As soon as Congress shall, 
give its consent, l# (though with the condition,) it places the subject be¬ 
yond the repealing power of any subsequent unfriendly State Legis¬ 
lature. 

The 3rd Section of the 4th Article, Federal Constitution, requires 
the consent of the Legislature. The conditional consent, I propose, 
answers this requirement ; and if any of the fogy leaders deny it# 1 
challenge their reasons. 

What, then, do these leaders really desire ? To procure the admis¬ 
sion of the new State into the Union, under the guise of a lamb, when 
really believe it to be a wolf — a free State people, when they 
lieve it to be a slave State, and that, if permitted to speak, the 
will so declare themselves ? This would imply a fraud on the 
the leaders. Do they believe it will throw the people into a 

, as they contended in the Convention it 
motive what many have admitted it to be in their 

not expect or believe Congress 
?” No new State, if they can 

















real estate in the proposed 
All admit that the erection 
the fogy leaders suppose 
permitted to stand in the 















■ 




While 
ed new State, I 



the largest tax-paying real 




one, answer never 1 and I say 
hout the proposed State that if we succumb 



to look upon us as incapable of self-g 
and ought at once to establish a Provisional government 

; and take care of a people who have shown an entire 
care of themselves. 






I dislike to be personal, or say anything to injure the feelings c 
, individuals, but the present occasion, and the necessity of unmaskin 
individuals who are laboring to crush out the last and only hope fc 
the loyal people of West Virginia, demand it, 

G, PARKER. 

Guyandotte, April n, 1862, 


[Letter to the Intelligencer, April »6th, 1862.] 
THE NEW STATE—AND NEXT STEP TO BE TAKEN 

It is now clear that a large majority of the votes cast upon 



Constitution question, within the forty-four counties, is in favor of its 
adoption. 

♦ 

Section 5th of the Schedule makes it the duty of the officers 
ducting the election in any precinct **to ascertain as early as 

the election, the vote in their respective precincts, 
tify and return the same, as soon as practicable, to 
ducting the election at the Court House precincts, 









a® 



Convention, 
The next 


certify the result to the Commissioners 

, I presume, has all been done 






certain 








taken, then, is for these 
aggregate vote, and if a majority 
Constitution, to certify the result to the 

, and lay 
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m 




Section of the Schedule reads 













can doubt 




hereby appointed s 
they shall deem expedient 
ie consent of the General Assembly 
erection of the State of West Virgi 
the manifest meaning and spirit of this clause 
it the duty of these Commissioners requires 
safe the new State, How will some 


















Commission reconcile with this clause their efforts to 

people upon the gradual etpancipation question 
? Did they really believe that such a course 
cure the most speedy success of the new State ? If they 
certainly differ from nearly everybody else. 

There is nothing contained in the 4th Section of the Schedule that 
will justify further delay on their part, whatever their private inclina¬ 
tions may be. 

Our Governor will need no other suggestion on this subject, but to 
rely upon himself in this and other matters, and not upon the advice 
of interested demagogues, civil or military. He must comprehend 
the necessity for speedy action on the subject, (as everything — he and 
all, that will, must see —depends upon securing the favorable action 
of Congress at the present session ;) and that his friends, for the pres¬ 
ent at least, are Cis-Alleghanians and ne?v State men . 

I perceive the papers, and yours among the rest, seem to think that 
the very unanimous vote of the people in favor of the gradual eman¬ 
cipation clause (wherever they were permitted to speak at the last 
election; is all that will be required to insure a speedy admission 
Congress. Never was there a greater mistake . Congress will never 

people (one half of whom are rebels, open or covert) 
shown themselves so liable to be duped and misrepresented 
subiect of slavery, as our people were in the choice of 

. The total want of confidence in, 
and wishes of their constituents 

m 

such membeis as opposed the reference of the gradual 

decision of their masters, the people, 

They will naturally and proper! 
themselves to be duped 
question in future, by the negro fogy leaders, 

be made perpetual in 
> represent it in Congress. 












respect 
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incorporation 

the Constitution 
people shall ratify 






before Congress. Let tis 
our eyes constantly on the straight 
lead our pew State into the Federal 







instruct our servants in the Legislature when it shall coi 

condition that the gradual emancipation 
* 

Income a part of the Constitution as soon as ratified 
and Congress will consent and admit at once upon the sa 

will ratify after, and the new State will 
•lost 1 Respectfully, 

G. PARKER. 




P. S. Every Senatorial and Delegate vacancy throughout the new 
State, should be filled at once by the right men, and all our Cis-Alle- 
ghany representatives thoroughly instructed. G. P. 


COL. LIGHTBURN’S LETTER TO THE INTELLIGENCER. 

Ceredo, Va., April 30, '1862. 

Editors Intelligencer ; I saw a communication in your paper, a 
short time since, in which one G. Parker has taken the liberty to 
use my name in connection with the late election for the Constitution 
of the new State, known as West Virginia. He seems to charge me 

Now I would 





suppressing some instructions sent me by him. 

just say that, so far as instructions upon that question is concerned, 

I was not aware, at that time, neither am I now, that the Convention 

authorized such instructions. I had pot been notified by any 

officers of the Convention, that such instructions should be 

* 

And. furthermore, I conceive it to be no part of my duty, as 

dabble with political questions. 

object of all to use their best endeavors 
rebellion, to restore that peace we once enjoyed 

ect, to me, paramount to all 
is concerned, I have no further 
may say upon that subject. 

I. A. 





























{Letter to the Intelligencer 

OF THE CONVENTION 

TO GIVE A < 









SENT 





the members of the Legislature 
and the people, of the resolutions drawn up and 
Convention on the ioth day of February last. The 
reads thus: 

“ Resolved\ as the opinion of this Convention, That, if the 
ture of Virginia shall, at ite present session, pass an act giving the 
consent of die Legislature to the formation and erections of the pro¬ 
posed new State within the present jurisdiction of the State of Vir¬ 
ginia, but suspending the operation of tbe said act until the Governor 
of the said State shall, by proclamation* declare that the people re¬ 
siding within the limits of the proposed mew State; have adopted the 
Constitution, to be- proposed by the Convention in* the manner there¬ 
in set forth* such consent would, upon the: issuing of the said procla¬ 
mation,. be to all intents and purposes, the consent of the: Legislature 
required by the 3d Section of the Article of the Constitution of the 
United States.” 

* 

The Legislature is here asked as it was about adjourning, and ten 
days before the Constitution was finished, to give its consent to the 
proposed division, but that; consent was to have depended upon the 
happening of the following events. 

Fit sty That the* Convention should complete a Constitution 
submitted to the people, and second , that the people should adopt the 
same, and the result of their vote be proclaimed by 
and still this consent in* die sense of that resolution 

purposes” such a consent as the Federal 



be 














the resolution that such consent 
Federal Constitution, but not the 8 th 
Convention, passed the 20th of 
result of the people’s vote upon 
shall be laid before the Legislature, 

should not act 













rightly 
consent 





m 














i, 


%-s 





t 


Legislature refused thus 

reason that it would not satisfy 
Constitution. Mr. Ruffnkr 

to, not affecting however, the 
it then passed the Convention 
7, the following named members voting in its favor: 

Jo uk Hill, (President,) Brown, of Preston; 
telle, Caldwell, Caeseadom, Cook, Dering, Dilley 3 
Hansley, Hall, of Marion; Haymond, Hubbs, Hervey, 

Hoback, Irving, Lamb, Lauck, Mahon, O’Brien, Parsons, 
ell, Pomroy, Ruffner, Ryan, Sinsil, Simmons, Stevenson, 
Wood ; Stewart, of Wirt; Stuart, of Doddridge ; Sheets, 

Smiih, Taylor, Van Wiwjcle, Warden, Wilson. 

Now the members of the Couveution, who voted in favor of this 
resolution, will not, I trust, object to the Legislature now having the 
right under the Federal CenstkuUm to ^iue its consent on the terms 
now proposed, which is, in substance, simply this: For the Legisla¬ 
ture to give its consent—to take effect as mmt as the qualified voters 
of the proposed State, shall, by tbeir ratification, make the gradual 
emancipation clause (as proposed and defined,) a part of the Consti¬ 
tution. Congress will, at once, endorse the same, as it secures, with 

mathematical certainty, a free State. If the people afterwards com- 

* 

ply wife the condition and ratify the clause (to be submitted as 
Governor shall provide) the new State becomes to all intents and 
purposes formed and erected and a tnewber of the Federal Union. 

if the people shall fail to add the clause to their Constitution 
ratifying the same then the consent both of the Legislature 
Congress goes for nothing and the State of Virginia remains 
ed, except the ruins of rebellion in the East, and the 







most 







course 

nature 



farce played out in the West 

objections exist now to the Legislature 
which existed last Winter. Then the 

to be assented to were 



unknown, as the instrument had not been completed 

Daily Frees, 






revision 


Now the instrument 
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e and understood 






aturd 




it has to consent tot and what is the 
people to have done in 



as emphatically in favor 



They want the two 
to act thus prematurely last w 
expense of having to be convened over 
same body is now urged to act upon a full knowledge 

whole matter, including the wish of the 
and Congress^ so emphatically expressed, for 
expense of convening both the Convention 













sake 



av 










in, the total loss of the new State, and the immense 
labor and money which have been expended about it. 

G. PARKER. 

Guyandotte, May ist, 1862. 


[Letter to the Intelligencer, May j, 1862.] 

HOW CAN THE NEW STATE BE SAVED?—A CONDI¬ 
TIONAL CONSENT BY THE LEGISLATURE PROPOSED. 


I had 


supposed no friend of the new State could or 

« 

would question the right of the Legislature to give its consent 
conditionally , however he might view the exercise of that right at this 
i, until I read the remarks in y^ur paper of Monday.. That 
fogy leaders would covertly start all sorts of objections, hobgoblins, 
and “chimeras dire/* to frighten weak-kneed legislators as they 
done weak-kneed delegates in the Convention, none of us 
But when a paper as respectable and influential as yours 


State could 







doubt, it 



a seasonable and candid reply. 

consider, ist, the question of right, and 
islature exercising that right at this time. 

Section 3d, article 4 of the Constitution of the United 




iency of 





m 



ion 









the 20th 





may be admitted by the 
shall be formed by the j 
tates, without the consent of 
as of the Congress.” 
the people of the 







m 





boundaries 
, the 14th day 
This ordinance 


of the 










before mentioned clause 
that the new Constitution 
should be laid before the Legislature 
, in conformity to the Federal 

The before quoted clause of this Constitution is all 
to* What then is the meaning of this clause in relation 
hew States out of old ones. At the time the Federal 
was formed, the Union consisted of thirteen States, Virginia 




time 





look 






Each of these States had its State-government, its boundaries 
defined, and each to be entitled to two Senators in the U. S. 




and Congress was clothed with the po^yer of districting each State for 
representatives to the United States House of Representatives, 
apportioning the same. It was manifest that the rights of the Federal 

Government required that no more new States should be erected out 
of the original thirteen without the consent of Congress. Hence to 
this body, as the faithful guardian of the rights of all the States, was 
confided the power to give or withhold its consent to the formation of 
any new State out of old ones. It has the perfect right to give or 
withhold its consent ; to give it absolutely or conditionally, as the pe¬ 
culiar circumstances or merits of each case, and what in its judgment 
the best interests of all who are under its guardian care, may re¬ 
quire. To deny this body the right to annex a condition to its consent 
which the true interests of all require, would be inconsistent with the 
general terms used in the clause and the duties devolved thereby on 
that 








The same is true in regard to the State Legislature, 

of the State proposed to be changed. The 
clause, is applied to both the 
Legislatures. The State Legislature is the 
State. It should give, withhold, or modify its consent 
Interests of the whole State should seem in each 
restrict the State Legislature in the exercise of its 

or withholding of its consent, would 
terms used, and 


powers granted and 
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question. Will 
ure, justify its giving 
very clear that it 
the whole State, it must 



Virginia 





elusion that 



new State merits, and is justly 
asks, and that the East has no claim whatever to 








bankruptcy aud ruin* its own treason and 

every warning dug for itself, 
would surpass the inhumanity of that custom which binds i 
the living Hindoo widow to the loathsome and putrid corpse 
deceased husband, to languish and die. The figure is not 








“But," say my friends, “there is a more formal and better looking 
course to pursue, which will as well or better secure the new 



1 deny it, and defy any one to point out auy other course, that 
possibly secure success. As for the form or lo*>ks y these all sensible 
men disregard in times like the present, if ike substance can be secured . 
That substance with the people of West Virginia is the new State ; 
and with Congress it will be a mathematical certainly that slavery shall 
at some future day become extinct in West Virginia. Congress, sur¬ 
rounded as it has been during the past year with startling facts and 
stem realities, will not heed the form or mode in which the mathemat¬ 
ical certainty is produced—whether inserted absolutely in the Consti¬ 
tution, or secured as Mr. Battelle proposed, by submitting by a 
separate poll to the people (which was the wisest and best way to 
have done,) only the Legislature and Congress making their consent 
to depend on the people ratifying the clause afterwards. I say the 
only thing Congress will look at will be the fact that that mathematical 
certainty is there. 

But my friend thinks if our special commissioners take the 

is with the mere absolute consent of the Legislature i 




hand and 





informal vote of a portion of our people on 
in the other, and present them to Congress, it will 
Never 1 For this reason: the 




tainty is 





and the natural inference to be drawn 
that the people did not want it, or e 
and spirit to obtain it against the 
leaders. Else why has 
and our own 








made toward the 
is the way it will 







Ill 




two—and 




one hojx* 

while standing on the t 

will consent to place on 

tates out of one—four slave 


a precedent to justify any other slave 

of two) slave States and thereby increasin 
Senate ten fold. When we talk 












what we are going to do and be in future , they will remind us 
we are. They will point us to Delaware which during 
years has had a less remnant of slavery than we have, 

controls its Legislature and abortive attempt 
a gradual extinction last winter. They will 
Saulsbury and Bayard, as samples of the Senators, and to the 
ent Senators of Virginia elected solely by our people. Besides, is 












It is' not only morally but 

What then ? 


It 


supposed for a moment, that Messrs. Hall and Van Winkle. 

of the present commission, who are opposed tp a new State in any 

form for the present at least, will ever make such a presentation. ? And 

what can Messrs. Paxton and Caldwell- — however willing and able 

% 

do in such a predicament ? Nothing. 

But I need not pursue this further, 
mathematically certain that Congress will reject. What then ? Why 
the Convention will have to be convened and as mere draftsmen, for 

its members are nothing more— from 50 to 60—in order to append 

the gradual emancipation clause. This will take at least a month, 
after the rejection, by Congress, and cost thousands of dollars, 
will then have to go before the people, which, will take another month* 
and cost thousands more- Then the Legislature will have to be corv- 
vened (as all the parties must consent to the alteration) which 
take another month and cost thousands more; and by -this 
gress will certainly have adjourned not to meet again tilL 

of December next. The same day the new 
convene, with representatives from nearly all the counties in 
This Legislature will at once repeal and revoke the consent 
the present Legislature. What then ? Why our 

triumph to Richmond, carrying poor crushed 

the trophy of their labor 

the benediction (torn counterfeit loyalty in that section 

” &c. This is no 

























we take that course. But if we can 
division and 






that the 


is at once 


any unfriendly 



m 




because another 


say, it will be improper for 



the clan; 


take 



initiatory step by giving its consent, 

that body has no power to add 
people have the unquestionable right 
















I aver 

body of men, or individuals they choose, to be their 

of the people is the only thing that 
members of the Legislature now know what 
is, and that it is the wish of nine-tenths to have 
inserted. Congress does not know this fact, and if the Legislature 
immediately representing our people shall take the initiatory 

Bb 

Congress will at once follow. And to say that Congress will 
properly dictatory by so doing, in thus securing that “mathematical 
certainty” which can alone justify and which will go on the journal 
with its consent, is too absurd to merit notice. The consent of neither 
Legislature nor Congress is absolute until the people, the life giving 
party, shall have ratified. Nor does the Legislature or Congress make 
any addition to the Constitution, though either would be competent to 
do so if properly authorized by the people. 

These simply give a consent, which they have the right to give, or 

withhold, at discretion, upon the condition that the people themselves 

shall make a certain specified addition afterwards, which nine-tenths 
of these very people have already declared they desire to have added. 

I fear 1 have already extended my remarks too far. I hope I 
made myself intelligible to all minds. My heart, yea, my whole bein 

with the importance and magnitude of the subject, as relates 
present and future of West Virginia, and if her loyal people, 
h a want of manly spirit and heart, let her sink into 
enemies have opened and seem eager to 
consolation of having used my feeble efforts to 

instruct in every County, and if 
grand mass meeting, and thunder at 

Respectfully, 




to 










have 
















P 


% 





remind my fellow-citizens 
the past winter, on 










iis 




that the question of 









and action 



The Message of the F 
gress upon it, proved 









been true. They contended that a majority of our people desired the 
question to be ignored, and that it was unsate to trust the people with 
the subject in these exciting times. The vote on the 3rd of April has 
demonstrated both propositions to be false. What confidence can we 
put in the judgment or honesty of such men ? 

One thing more, be sure to make every candidate for any office at 
the May election define his position on the new and free State ques¬ 
tion, and have that definition in Writing before you give hint your vote. 
By thus means we shall secure for our Cis-Allegharry people a new 
and free State representation in the Legislature that convenes the 4th 
of December next, and in the executive department also; by this 
means too, we shall unmask counterfeits and teach them that there isr 
lo be no more false pretences, or sailing under false colors in Western 
Virginia, and that the sentiments of every loyal citizen is what Homer 
ascribed to one of his heroes, viz : 


“Who dares think one thing ( and anathcr tell, 
My soul detests hinr as the gates of J*fcll« 


G. P. 


[Letter to' tre Intelligencer.] 

SOME AUTHORITIES FOR GIVING A CONDI TIONAL CON¬ 
SENT BY CONGRESS AND THE LEGISLATURE. 



3 d ; 





meanin 



State 


[ be observed that? the same word “consent” is used in 
Article of the Federal Constitution (and used but 0 
e the poWefs of both Congress and the State Legisl: 
to erecting a rfew State out of an old one. Any int< 
erefore, which Congress has given' of the true imp< 
;■ of this word- in this connection is direct authority as 
\ subsequent national Legislatures,* and its relative 
e as 1 the weight ot the nation- when compared with i 
The section reads thus : “New States may be admi 
^ress into this Union ; but no new State shall be fori 


















e or more States or parts of S 

mirths (‘oncerr.ed and' of the C 
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give 1 




Federal 



m # 



of this clause, 
erection and 
the like consent to 
, whether formed 
State. 

Congress gave its consent to the erection and 
souri, March 2d, 1821, on condition its Legislature 
consent to the “Compromise measure” proposed 
Legislature having afterwards consented and complied with 

its formation and admission became com 


0 




















August 10th, 1821, upon the announcement of the 
, as the act of Congress provided, and without 
action by Congress. Volume 3, page 797, Statutes at Large. 

Congress consented to the erection and admission of Michigan 

s 

on the express condition that the State should thereafter consent 
Certain' boundaries prescribed by Congress ; and the State having af¬ 
terwards assented and complied with* the condition its erection and 

admission became thereby complete. Ib. Volume 5, page 49. 

/ Wisconsin was erected and admitted into the Union on condition 
her qualified voters should thereafter consent to a boundary propos¬ 
ed by Congress. Her qualified voters having thereafter complied 
with the condition the erection and admission of the State became 
thereby perfected. Volume 9, page 233, Ib. 

So with Iowa, Congress consented to its erection and admission 
on condition its qualified voters should afterwards consent to a certain 
proposition submitted by Congress ; which having been complied 
with, she became a member of the Union. Volume 9 r page 177, Ib. 
So Congress annexed conditions to the erection and 

. O 

A’ a/tsas. These repeated enactments during the last forty 
Congress have established an interpretation of the* section, 
word “consent,” which no declaration however boisterous, nor 
denunciation however bitter, can change. 








Maine and Vermont were the only States 
have been created out of the existing territory of 
in the case of Kentucky. Maine and Vermont 








islatures of the mother States annexed 
subsequent , to their consent, 
territory made by any 

the grantors 










115 



annexed among 
the Northwest T 







nexed 
and so 





another character when 
and other States. 






















A majority of our present Legislature, however, 

their duties, while representing the 

annex any condition to the consent they shall give 

West Virginia; and some few because it would be altering t 

people of the new State framed and 

can confound, or view as identical, propositions 

, I have no desire to say anything about; while I 

the propriety and expediency of annexing the condition to their 

sent, at this time , may be considered a debateable question. 

* 

the Legislature shall feel themselves constrained to decide adversely 
annexing the condition proposed, on account of an appearance 
improper suggestion or dictation it may give (though the very thing 
be desired by a large majority of our people), 1 sincerely hope, and 
1 know it is Che wish of the people, that the Legislature shall so 
frame their consent to the division as to permit the people immediate¬ 
ly interested to modify their Constitution as they may desire, or as 
they may find necessary to secure the admission of the new State by 
Congress, without having to resort again to the Legislature. This 
course 1 believe the Legislature will feel themselves justified in adopt¬ 
ing, as it will relieve that body of further trouble about the matter, 
and the people of expense. 

For the uniform good will, frequent and important aid the Legi 
jture and Executive officers of Virginia have shown to the people 
the New State, during their long and arduous efforts, I know I 
the sentiment of our people, no less than my own, when I say 

grateful. And the prompt and almost 
consent-^-though unconditional, if it must so be—of the 
to the proposed division is calculated to deepen that 







a 

Respectfully, 


G. PARKER. 


May 





recipient of ®ivine grace, can 
interference to the Power 





receiving the precious favor, 
similar ascriptions 


that 








* 

The Legislature convened on the §th of May, 
passed Act, giving its consent to the formation 

without annexing the conditions 




i 









were present, and we did what could, 

* 

Thpre some members, hqwever, who h^a 






the proposition. Fontain Smith, Joseph Snyder 
Me C. PoR'jTER, and others of the Hoqse of Delegates 
among them. Qur only remaining hope was with Congress, 






■ 

sny the least, it was anything but cheering. Such a petition, in 
* * « 

shape it vjas, intrusted exclusively to live Commissioners, three 

« 

whom were against a new State in any form —to be presented to n 
Congress of its political sentiments, ^t such a crisis l Still* all Its, 
friends did not despair. 


LETTER TO THE WHEELING DAILY PKESS, MAY 15, 1862, 


Permit me throngh your valuable paper to say a few words in re¬ 
ply to the remarks in yesterday morning’s paper beaded “False 

Premises.” 

•«- 




Your error seems to me to consist ip an entire misconception of the 
legal status or relation of the segregating portion ~after the 
ture of the Mother State has given its consent to the division 
boundaries and laid down such fundamental provisions 






deemed just to the whole State, which such Legislature 
Subject to these , the people proposing to leave are as 
pendent to construct a Constitution as they please 

to obtain the consent of the other 
division and admission to the Union ; 

and from the party they 
consent to the division 








mm 





relation 


Mother State cease. But if 

This seems to me to 
has consented 
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s to 



P ecu 


division and admission is 
residents of Federal territory 
that both should be equally free 
in both cases the people are 
, and in the former case the Mother 




concern. 


Respectfully, 


G. 



i 




mm 








P. S. My object and purpose from the beginning, has 
get a new State, and to use all legitimate and honorable mean: 

secure it. 




[Letter to the Wheeling Intelligencer, May 17TH, 1862.] 

THE POSITION OF THE' NEW STATE NOW, AND THE 

NEXT STEP TO BE TAKEN. 

♦ 

The Legislature has given its consent to the division and erection 
of the new State, fixed the boundaries as was deemed right, and left 
the promising daughter free to arrange her household and domestic 
affairs as her best interests may dictate, subject only to the obligation, 
contained in the 8th section of the 8th article of the new Constitu¬ 
tion : to assume and pay an equitable proportion of the State debt 
prior to the jst day of January, 1861, and the condition or compact, 
contained in section 1st 9th article of the same Constitution relating 

titles of land. 





Subject to these restrictions the new 
left free to make the best terms she can with Congress to secure its 

States. 


consent 
Until 







thereby secure admission to the sisterhood 
consummation, however, the mother's care 








continue, but not her control or restraint to i 
new State’s modifying her Constitution, subject 

, to suit the wishes of the people 
action of Congress. 

this extent from the former 

an outfit of $100,000 if her 
new State are at full 


communication with 










118 



m m 











and before 




new State* 

a moment to lose. The 
are the properly authorized 
and they should be at Washington 
and action of the Legislature 
Governor will lose no time in 
documents are probably on 













The rote to be taken in the District, comprised of 
json and Fredrick,, will neither necessitate nor justify 





Congress can be given subject to that provision 
taken after as well as before the action of Congress. 

It seems to be now the almost universal desire of our 






jaccept at once the proposition of Congress made in pursuance of 
President’s recommendation the 6th of March last, proposing to 
for the slaves owned in any State* that shall adopt a system of gradual 
*e mancipation. 

Our Commissioners ought at once to arrange with Congress the 
^details of a plan, re-convene the Convention, and if satisfactory, that 
body can modify the Constitution so as to conform to the terms 
^reeci on by the Commissioners and Congress, and Congress will at 
once give its consent to the division and admission —to take effect 
whenever the people of the new State shall ratify the change so made 
in their Constitution . This will place the subject, for a certainty, be¬ 
yond the'repealing power of any unfriendly Legislature, and our 
people can ratify and consummate the establishment of the new 



State at any time thereafter, that Congress may determine, the 
country and re-organized government of the mother State 
squire. Or Congress can give, its consent without the further 
of the Convention, but subject to the people ratifying afterwards the 

shall be agreed on between the Commissiojver! 







ft 


ought to 




a practical and feasible course to save the 
satisfactory to our people and Congress, 
cry of dictation or improper interference 
taking either of the courses indicated 
than an enemy to the 
highest interests of 
Constitution and action 















in the condition 









19 




can be more 




once the negotiation 
will either not be acted < 
it will be unconditional 
And before Congress 
islature will revoke (if they 
the State Legislature, and 




convene 
the 
the new 




The idea that our loyal friends in the East when they 

the Legislature, will consent to let us go 
ready demonstrated to be utterly false and delusive. The 















present Legislature representing the loyal people East 

, though personally liberal and noble minded men, 

• - 

appreciate and acknowledge the merits of the West to all she 
felt themselves nevertheless constrained by the known sense of their 
constituents to vote against the division. No one esteems our loyal 
friends in the East higher than I do, or is more ready to assist then*, 
where it can be done without sacrificing all that is valuable to the 
West. We cannot but remember that, during the last forty years of 
woise than Egyptian oppression to the West by the East, these now 
loyal friends of the East never raised a voice, nor lifted a finger to 
alleviate-01^1* grievous burden, and the presumption* nay, the fact is r 
they helped to impose and continue the burden* Let us not be de¬ 
ceived, therefore* Let us be just to ourselves and to ou» fellow-citr¬ 
ons everywhere ; but let us not be deceived further. They will in- 
sist that they love us too much to spare us, and that the co-operation* 
of the loyal people of the West is indispensible to them, in order to* 
control ifae conquered, but still unconverted traitors of the East. 

When our loyal friends that are incarcerated in the 

* 

prisons at Richmond, can be rightly blamed for effecting their es 
cape, when the torch of the traitorous oppressors have burned 
the doors of the prison, then can the loyal people of West Virgin! 

by Congress, or other persons, for 








©nee and 
There i 






meet in a 

the 



a very great responsibility upon 
, which I hope they will fully 
will reflect honor on themselves 





gratitude of the people, whose highest 
now in a great measure 

Respectfully, 






G. 








of 

from the 



the people 
Wheeling 




“General Kenton Harper, of Augusta, 

call for 

FREE FIGHTERS* 










Yotfr homes are threatened 


of the Valley: 

* 

Wait not until the eftctnf is upon you, hut meet 
threshold. There are thousands of Us not subject to a 
who have arms, or who can get arms, and who know how to use 

None but the craven can hesitate in such a crisis. 








fight the battle on the borders than at your owU door. Your 
will then be secure behind you, and you will be able - to put* forth 
your energies. If you delay, the sad fate of our fiifllow-citizens 
the lower valley may soon be youfs, and wii you' deserve it fbi* your 
pusillanimity. 



“Let neighborhood meetings be Cfcdledy theny at one®, and see that 
every efficient man and every efficient gun is brought into service* 
None should withhold their arms who are not able to use them, and, 
those who cannot endure the march may be organized into mounted 
corps. 


“The service proposed is a brief oney fof who* c&iv doubt if the 
whole valley would pour forth her whole strength^ the insolent invad¬ 
er could be driven across the Potomac in less than thirty days ? 
Then, shall we sit still and allow ourselves to be paralyzed and sub¬ 
dued by gradual approaches. 


“L shall be glad to confer with citizens of Augusta 
Counties in furtherance of this movement. It* interferes 

arrangements of government. It is simply 











our 





bur firesides against a cruel foe, 
of restoring fraternity, marks his advance 
ruin*. This is not less our 









be governed by our own rules—eat 

and to mk- nothing 







new 






General Kenton 
think either he, or the 
, were in a mood to 





As an illustration of the sentiments of our new 

hanies, I insert the following, which 
of May 9th, 1862 : 






“THE NEW STATE. 


“Monongalia Co., Va., May 8, 1862. 

“Being a very humble citizen of Monongalia, I wish to say through 
your paper a few words in relation to our new State organization, to 
the members of our Convention, and also to the members of our 
Legislature now in session, which I hope they will take into serious 

consideration. Now, in the first place, I will tell the members of the 
Convention that they disappointed the hopes and expectations of at 
least three-fourths of 1 the real friends of the new State, by not pro¬ 
viding for gradual emancipation in the Constitution they 'made. 
Does any sane man suppose that Congress will make two slave States 
out of one, when we all know that a large majority of Congress and 
about nine-tenths of every body else, believe that slavery is the 
cause of this cursed rebellion that is now covering our country with 
debt and mourning ? If the members of our Convention don’t know 

these facts now they will learn them to their sorrow before long. 

■ 

Political death will be the fate of every member of the Convention, 
who has and does hereafter oppose having a gradual emancipation 
provision engrafted in the Constitution. 




members 


ewer 



under 



aruvi^ ui uu 1 wuiivyiiuuii V/VLl reflected 

be the consequences to the people of . 
new State organization fail and we have 
J dominion of the rebel traitors of _1 

. « ^ W 8 * • * 




Vir 



They must know that the traitor part of Virginia would 

could and would rule us with 
traitors both East and 


tr 









Union 





worse than they do the devil and 

And they must know 









men 



debt was made for, and further, there can be no dout 
since the rebeliion, Eastern Virginia has made a debt 
mous amount. Now suppose we fail In our new State 
and have to come under the control of the traitors, what 
them from making: us bear the burden of the most of 


fact that a large portion of ^ 
'shed, and there is not much 






# 




# 


It is 



* © 










rebellion is put down a great deal more of it will be in the same sit¬ 
uation. And the niggers, the boasted wealth of Eastern Virginia, 
where are they now! There is no doubt but a large portion of them 
have been sent South, and as little doubt that a large number of 
them have found their way North. Now, with a knowledge of all 
these facts, who can suppose that Virginia can pay her debts ? Does 
not repudiation stare her in the face ? Is it not inevitable ? Do the 


members of our Convention want Northwestern Virginia to be a part 
of a State that will have to repudiate her debts, and be under the 

rule of as base a set of tyrants as ever disgraced the earth ? If not, 
then let them assemble as soon as possible, while the Legislature is 
in session, and add a gradual emancipation provision to the Consti¬ 
tution, which mil, no doubt, prevent such a dreadful calamity coming 
on us. And there is another consideration about this emancipation 
business which ought to be considered well by the members of our 
Convention, and that is the people should have a chance to decide 
the nigger question for themselves. The responsibility of deciding 
all questions that pertain to the State's welfare should be referred to 
the people for their decision. Now r if the members of our Conven¬ 
tion are so disposed they can assemble soon, and in a frw days fix 
an emancipation clause to the Constitution and let the people take 
the responsibility of deciding £®r themselves; then if our new State 
organization fail they will have the satisfaction to know that il was 






ent 




wish to suggest to the members of the 
teir test efforts to get this Convention as 
ssible, if they have any hopes of their aj 
ise to the Constitution, but if they find ti 
the emancipation clause fixed by the mei 
ation, I think the Legislature ought to 
another Convention to meet soon as pos 
our situation require it, for all we ba^ 
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Soon after publishing my la^t letter, I drew up the 
peal; and after submitting it to some friends, I went 
Ohio, and had a large number printed in document form, 

y enclosed a copy to each member of Congress, the Presi 
and each member of his Cabinet, and the leading Republican jour 
nals of the country. 1 ventured Ao subscribe it in the man¬ 
ner that appears. 




AN APPEAL OF THE PEOPLE OF WEST VIRGINIA TO 
CONGRESS, SUGGESTING FOR THE CONSIDERATION 
OF MEMBERS MATERIAL FACTS; ACCEPTING THE 
‘“NATION’S PROPOSAL” FOR THE GRADUAL ABOLISH¬ 
MENT OF SLAVELY, AND ASKING THAT BODY TO 
GIVE ITS CONSENT TO THE ERECTION AND ADMIS¬ 
SION OF THE NEW STATE INTO THE UNION AT ITS 
PRESENT SESSION. 



Gentlemen : A Constitutiom conforming t® our wishes in 
spects but one, the informal spontaneous, and nearly unanimous 

of sueh Counties throughout the proposed State 

about 




, as had an opportunity to speak upon the 

« 

our lieiegates in Convention unwarrantably suppressed, 
most unanimous consent of the Legislature of the mother 
been laid before your honorable body for its consent 

, of the Federal Constitution. 






3d Section, Article 




mother State, has, in our j 
State in direct 



to negotiate for its consent to the erection 

the Union, upon such term 
and ourselves, subject 






new 




Section of 



8th Article 






public debt, 

the same, touching titles to land 

Our Convention still exists, 
vened whenever necessary to carry into effect 


of the 













done us 





us to say, as mitigating in some 
Convention, in withholding the matter 









Delegates thereof were elected and 
, had completed its labors and adjourned, 
reconvened), before there had been any definite 
expression of the views of the Nation, or our people, 
subject 

OUR CLAIM ON CONGRESS FOR PROMPT ACTION AT ITS PRESENT 

When we ask Congress to change the oldest State in the Union, so 
as to make two States instead of one, and four Senators instead of 
two, we expect to make out a case, the justice, equity and propriety 
of which shall satisfy all loyal and fair minded men, that we merit 
what we ask, and which shall readily evoke the exercise by Congress 
of a power purely discretionary. 

It is now about forty years since the expediency of dividing the 
State was first discussed, some contending that the Blue Ridge, and 
others the Alleghany Mountains, ought to constitute the boundary. 
The Seaboard and Piedmont Districts, in order to make sure of 














Valley, extended internal improvements of all descriptions into 
section, uniting the people commercially and socially with Richmond 

and after Baltimore had extended a branch of its road to Winchester 

* 

our Legislature denied further charters. The growing of slaves 
Southern markets, served also to attach and assimilate 
East, and to alienate it from the West In proportion 
been lavish to the Valley, it has been sparing to 
and of the forty-four millions of State debt, created prior 

i, and expended in internal improvements, 

been expended West of the 
proposed to extend branches of i 
own expense, the Legislature 
purpose—being neither willing 

any one else to do it 


half 
when 







charters 











million slaves in the State in i 












be valued over 


to the West than a 
it, no slave, though worth 

for the purpose of taxation; 


























years, though worth I600 to 
two hundred million dollars worth 


owned almost exclusively in the Valley and the East, 

e every other species of property has 
And almost every species of income, even to 
-laborers, which go daily to support their familie 
taxed, or are liable to be taxed ; and also nearly every 
business, except the growing, working and selling of negroes, 
requiring licenses to be taken and paid for at enormous prices, 
poor man, who buys a piece of wild land, with a view to clear 
and make him a home, has to pay $1,00 tax to the State before his 
deed can be recorded—this being in addition to the recording fee; 
and so with all forms of legal process, whether relating to the living, 
or the settlement of estates of the dead. All this startling injustice 
and oppression exists now throughout the State. Everything pays 

tribue to the slave power . 

* 

Besides, the East early adopted a system of “land law” which has 
for eighty years, and does to-day, treat the lands .West of the Aile- 
ghanies as “waste and unappropriated ,” and has continued to sell them 
and grant patents of any portions to anybody who will pay, until the 
whole country has become shingled over , and some Jive or six patents 
11 deep. Two , three, and frequently more , have paid taxes 

same land , at the same time . The result has been to increase 

drawn from the West, to keep the titles to 
settled—plenty of work for lawyers, and a defrauded 
Ished people, 
the Valley 







same act, 
of the West 




The Legislature has repeatedly exonerated 
in the East of taxes justly assessed; 

the payment of the like tax ag: 
ordering their sale. There is one 
lands East, and another relating to lands 





These are some of the wrongs which the 




a large majority in both 
Senate by a 







Hi 


have 



West of the 




ago, these 
full—plunged into 
their choice which 



any 

of 





one single wrong that could 

long oppressed and 
rallied around the nation’s 




the first opportunity ever 
such bondage ? As we are human, 
otherwise; and still we had a terrible enemy 

The minions and tools of the slave 







their 
have 

in our very midst 

East were thick among us. Jenkins, Wise & Co. were gather¬ 
ing their forces and a terrible doom was denounced on all who should 
hesitate to take up arms and defend the State (“after a majority 
voted her out,” as they contended, “against ruthless invaders/’; 
Many of oar counsellors and guides in matters of constitutional 
rights and duties, had either openly joined the enemy, or stood silent 
in trembling suspense. The plan so timely proposed by General 
McClellan to give effectual protection to our loyal people was 
thwarted by the treason or the weakness of former leaders. 

It was at this trying crisis that some bold men, from among the 
people, struck for re organizing the State Government, and that ac¬ 
complished, then foF a new State, and eternal deliverance from our 
worse than Egyptian oppressors in the East. Light broke through 
the thick darkness, and we awoke as if from a dream. 

About this time the Stars and Stripes were unfurled by the sons of 
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, upon the “sacred soil,” and our young 
men and the middle aged gathered around the Nation’s 
The spell of years that moment was broken, and our people 

in the majesty and strength of conscious 
have continued to rally, leaving our wives and children 

property, to the mercy of the guerrilla 
day are as largely represented in 
of our country, where no such 









made 


The effect 





loyalty of West Virginia 
the fate of our 










mere accidental use of an ex. instead 
to a telegram, could, under 
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man can calculate 
effect, we feel 






destruction a 
But whatever may have 
Federal Government has 










£u 
ward 







to improve 
where 












We only claim to have 
crisis. Meantime, our people 
project with equal vigor. We 
a way for our deliverance, and we 
minions of the power of the 
among us. They affected to be friendly leaders 
They at first openly opposed the measure, 
the people were resolved they changed tactics, and 
favor it But, with a view to retain the leadership of the 
and wreck the whole project upon a failure , as they confidently 
pected, to harmonize the views of our people, which were su 

pro-Slavcry y with the views of the Republican Congress on 
subject of Slavery, and receive their reward, when they should return 
to Richmond with West Virginia, foiled in her purpose, and still in 
chains. 

Some of the “wolves in sheep's clothing," managed to get them¬ 
selves chosen Delegates to the Convention to frame the Constitu¬ 
tion, and it was through their influence and misrepresentation that 
the question of gradual emancipation was not permitted to go to the 
decision of the people, and through their influence the clause is now 
wanting in the instrument. And the same persons used every effort 
to prevent the spontaneous and informal vote, which, in spite of them 
was given in favor of emancipation. They are too well known now 
be able to deceive the people again. They boldly contended 

wish of the Federal Government that the 


* 






should be silent and ignore the question of slavery; and, if it 

% •< . 

otherwise, it would be unsafe to refer the question of emancipation 

: this time; that they would get nr 
to pieces ! Fortunately, neither 
has proven true* The “Nation's 
have, and the people, have of their 







warnings of these men, givi 
“undue excitement, and without having torn anything 

THE NECESSITY OF IMMEDIATE ACTION 








its action upon 
nine at danger that the 
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Counties of the Valiev and East, 

Legislature as soon as the rebellion 

and Valley secure 













I 



Legislature adverse to a 
convened in extra session 
Legislature will repeal the act already 
the consent of that body cannot be 
no doubt such will be the disposition 
as soon as it gets the power. 




There were members from the Valley and East of the 






out 






Legislature at its recent session, and although they per 
acknowledged the merits and just claims of West Virginia, 

to the known sentiment of their constituents, 
themselves constrained to vote against it. This is actual demonstra 
tion, if any be needed, that the loyal portion of the people East 
the Alleghanies will never consent to let Western Virginia go. They 
will say that they love us too well to think of a separation, and that 
our co-operation is indispensable to enable them to hold in check the 
great number of unregenerate traitors that shall continue among 
them. But it is quite uncertain whether the loyal people of the 
whole State combined will be able, for some time at least, to out-vote 
the disloyal portion (unless the latter shall be disfranchised) and so 
subject the whole State to loyal rule; whereas, taking the cis- 
Alleghany people, separate by themselves, and there can be no doubt 
as to their power to control the disloyal. The disloyal portion of 
Valley and East will desire to hold on if they can control, 
press and torture us ; otherwise, they will be for letting us go. 

CERTAIN OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

First . That Congress ought not to regard the consent 
Legislature which has been given, as satisfying 








intent 

cause 







our 
done a 


year 



3d Section, 4th Article, of the Federal 
Counties of the mother State, though 

Such objectors would therefore have 
escape, now providentially opened 
wait until our oppressors 
“bound us hand and foot,” 

Whatever loyal West 
now prepared to 
wherever opportunity 








Letcher and his co-conspirators 
ainst both Stats and Federal 



of the State, incapable of annihilation, 
The disloyal portion could not take 

were confederate with 



crimmis. 
take 








gamze 



, and to allow it would be to 
of his own wjong.” The loyal people alone 
take advantage of th« forfeiture, and re-produce 
Government Full notice was given to all 
the State, and all who would and could be, were repre 

the itth 








sentod in the Convention which convened at Wheeling, 

June, 1861, and re-organized the Government, and-caused to 
elected and convened at Wheeling, the present Legislature* If all 
people were not represented, it was their own fault or misfor- 

t 

lure, and on account ofeither, it would have been wrong to have per¬ 
mitted the whole machinery of Government to remain suspended, 
especially as there exists no power to compel an election and return 
of Delegates. If a County or Senatorial District, neglect or refuse 
to elect and return Senators or Delegates, there is no power to com¬ 
pel, and those elected and returned, must tx necessitate rei % constitute 
the legal body, and its acts bind all. 


But it is unnecessary to elaborate this point, as every branch at 
the Federal Government has now for nearly a year been recognizing 
its legitimacy in various forms, and by the most solemn and deliber¬ 
ate acts. It is, therefore, too late to take exception, even if any 
valid ground had existed, which we deny. 


The Legislature, and the Governor during vacation, have 

Election, whenever applied for by the people in 
the State, and elections have been* held, 




and Senators returned, and admitted into their respective 


without hindrance from any quarter, 
fax 


Northampton 



, Hampshire and Hardy, were 






the strict Icg&lUy of the consent 


Legislature 




it is morally wrong- 
effect a division of the State, unti 
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answ 

#• 

where such 







object 



add that no 

# 

’ sympathies He, 


it is unjust and unfair in 
separate themselves from the 
East, at this time of their trouble 




sar 




Who, and where, are those loyal people of the 

been during the fearful struggle 
Government ? 






Where 
















Have they tallied around 

their country's peril ? • Have they become voluntary 
Rome, family and all that is dear^ rather than submit to 
#ith fiendish traitors ? Have they abandoned all to the 
marauders and bandits as West Virginians have done, to batt 
theft country ? If they have, we have not heard of it. But are they 
i*ot rather, with some bright exceptions, avaricious and no sou 
loyalists—these “submit to the powers that be” patriots, whether 
power be Jeff, Davis,, or any other, no matter, if only their persons 
and property are kept safe ? In the bold, open, but deluded rebel, 
there is something to» admire ; but in the “submit to the powers that 
be” loyalist, in these times, there is nothing. 

But the most important inquiry which ail loyal Western Virginians 
have to make in this respect, is this: have not these now professed 
friends and loyalists, of the Valley and the East, done as much, and 
been as ready as any others during the past forty years to impose 

4 

And continue the unjust oppression to the West? Have they ever 
lifted a voice or a fingCr towards alleviating our unjust burdens ? 
What possible claim then can they have on us now to remain 
them to reconcile their Confederates in our oppression, 
can again unite to remand m- to* our former v 
any sane loyal man hold up bis bead and say we owe them 
but retaliation- 













were we unchristian enough to 
such a debt, which we trust none of us are disposed 
score of true merit the balance is already largely in our 
is there any member ot Congress who will desire 
reconcile among themselves, our common oppressors 
egbanies for the last forty years, so they may 
and exercise that prerogative, rather, than help us 

like to see him hold up his head ; 

Such thoughts can 
, or other 
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none wi 





true 


sacrifices than 











W est 
ed, in 
move 














object that we should not ask for separation 
cot, because Congress and the re-organized Government 

help reclaim and restore 

these Governments, or either 

* r 

serve the cause better, 

respect, and after the re-organized Government 

[, where we understand it hopes soqn 
do so most cheerfully, and shall respectfully 
the following course of action, which will enable us 
without endangering our final deliverance by the 
roeot of the new State. It is tS)is : For Congress to pass an 
its present session, giving its consent to the division ancj admission 
West Virginia, to tike effect when the qualified voters thereof shall ac¬ 
cept the “Nation's Proposal made by Congress, pursuant to the rec¬ 
ommendation of the President, on the ith of March last, in relation 
to the gradual emancipation of, and compensation for the few slaves 
of loyal men now remaining among us, not exceeding 2,000 in num- 

b * 

ber. Otir Convention, or the Commissioners appointed thereby, caii 
arrange with your body the details to be embodied in your act, and 

* * # i 

our people will accept, and ratify the same, by a vote of at least 

twenty to one, at any time thereafter, when the President shall notify 
the Commissioners aforesaid, that our services in that respect are nq 
longer required. The Commissioners, or Convention, will then sub¬ 
mit the provisions to the qualified voters^ who are sqre to ratify 
same with the unanimity before stated, and the separation will there 
upon become consummated. This action on the part of yopr 

at its present session, (making itself a party thereto,) v^ll 

■* 

q certainty, beyond the reach of the repealing 

unfriendly State Legislatures, if such shall have the power, 

Constitution a provision which nearly all the 

which our Convention omitted, and denied us 

s . # * 

causes already stated. The 
conditional consent is clear on 













and has been sanctioned repeatedly by Congress 

21, on condition that its Legislature 


"compromise measures” 
thereafter consented, 
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t * 




provided, and 
e 797, Statutes at 
So with 



Kansas 


m 





mother 



Iowa, lb*, Volume 9th, 
cases it is true the States were 
it is very clear, that after the 
its consent to the division, fixes 













to 



such other fundamental provisions as 
of the whole State requires, the segregating 
only to such limitations, in substantially the 
tion to Congress as the residents of Federal Territory. The 
must be as free to negotiate with Congress for its consent, 
make and receive propositions, as the latter are. In the 
Missouri, the condition annexed by Congress, had relation 
slave institution in that State. 

In most of the other cases cited, the conditions annexed by Con¬ 
gress related to boundaries. There can be no question therefore, as 
to the entire right and propriety of Congress, annexing 1 the condition 
proposed, to its consent, and however much dictation, and improper 
interference, the minions of the slave power may affect to see in it, 
nineteen-twentieths of our loyal people earnestly desire the provision, 
and desire Congress to do for them as a favor , what their unfaithful 
delegates failed to do in the Convention. We beg the members of 
your honorable body not to suffer your minds to be abused by a class 
men among us who are, or have been enemies to the new State in 



kt'; 


disguise. They have spared and will spare no pains to defeat it. 
Some are members of the Convention and perhaps the commission 
appointed by that Convention, and others of the Legislature, 
the outside pressure of an earnest and determined 
whom th€j have deceived and now attempt to betray 

their present guise. Their highest 
project, and deliver over West Virgini 
chains and a broken spirit, to her former oppressors, 






Virginia as she is, with what she 
she had been free from the oppression and thraldom 

minions. Her salubrious 








slave 

fine streams, attracted the attention of 

Revolution, they patented 
of her land. Their 


settlement 














was then 





i* that end. 
time afterwards, an 















emigration and capital 
veering around our repulsive border 

the repellant features of 
the vast valley with States 
Mountains, and sent back its refluent wave 














that stern barrier, peopled the 
the whole Pacific slope. And where is 
Comparatively a wilderness still! Look on either side of 

On the one hand is a thrifty, happy and loyal people, 
covered with green pastures, and waving grain, are 
$15 to $30 per acre; on the other side, we find similar 
but they are still, in a great measure, covered with primeval forests, 
and worth from 50 cts. to $1 per acre ; and a large portion of her 
people, roaming bands of marauding guerrillas, mad with treason, and 
“seeking whom they may devour.’ 1 Your own minds can run out the 
contrast and assign the cause. 

We have just read the proclamation of our good and, sagacious 
Chief Magistrate, restating the “standing proposal” of the Federal 
Government and using the following significant language: 

“It now stands an authentic, definite - and solemn proposal of the 

Nation, to the States and people most immediately interested in the 
subject matter. To the people of these States I now earnestly ap¬ 
peal—I do not argue. I do beseech you to make the argument 
yourselves. You cannot, if you would, be blind to the signs of 
times. I beg of you a calm and honest consideration of them 
mg, if it may be, far above partisan and personal politics.” 

All this the people of West Virginia have calmly and 
done, and desire to be the first to accept and carry 

operation, as we have been the first to reclaim 
State Government; and we entreat 
us in the manner before indicated or in 








— i ■■ 


gamze a 









superior wisdom may suggest. And we entreat you 
enemies, in whatever form or guise they may appear, 

our present position is awkward 












causes 








greater need of 
us in this predicament. Our 
now fully known on 
sudden changes, startling 







a# 


realities 



mer 






will be permitted to 
of the negotiating parties are so 
let the fallacious, though 
, that the whole State is 











is 









the “National proposal,” and a 
between the East and the West, and that 
Oppressor and oppressed, are to lie down i 
deceived; but remember that the same 
geographical necessities, the same political, 
social antagonism, will still exist as they always have between 

East and West of the Aileghanies ; and the line 



m 


Let 

















separation is, and will remain, as marked and permanent as 
ghanies themselves, absolutely necessitating, now and always, 
ate peoples. 

Confiding in the justice of your honorable body we have 

disclosed our present condition with our hopes, fears and desires, 

• * 

and what seems to us to be our just merits, and “appealing from 
Festus unto Cssar,” we commit our Destiny into your hands. If 
disenthralled and permitted to set up for herself, West Virginia mill 
at once ‘‘spring forth into newness of life, with joy and freedom in 
jber wings”—-to bless and be blessed ; but if remanded to her worse 
than former bondage and chains, the young and loyal West, bound 
indissolubly to the disloyal and now self immolated East, the living 

Hindoo widow bound to the corpse of her deceased husband, she 

+ # 

will become lost to the country, and no pen can adequately depict 
the anguish and utter dispair that will settle with crushing weight 
upon the hearts of her loyal people. But we know that some 
action of yoqr body yviU save us from such a fate. 




The Loyal People of West 



May 




m ® 


The Lawrence County Clipper , at whose 

its issue of June 3, 1862. 
, also published it in 








editors 



, Esq., as I was 
leading 











Many of 




their advocacy, as well as furnis 
the part of Mr. Campbell, 
bring the subject prominently 
gave the substance of the Appeal 
though some thought the time 








While at I ronton, I accompanied the copy sent to the H 

with an explanatory note, and not havin 
acquaintance, the Hon. Ralph Leete and 
bell, Esq., our warm sympathizers, and efficient helpers, 
casions, were so kind as to vouch for me. 

* 

♦ r * 

Let us now glance, for a moment, to the condition of our case 

* r # 

The Commissioners having the matter in charge, pro¬ 




ceeded to Washington soon after they were furnished with copies 




Constitution, and action of the Legislature, hlchw were pre¬ 
sented to the Senate by Mr. Willey, one of the Virginia Senators, 

chosen by the Re organized Government, accompanied by an appro- 
priate speech, had there not been “a nigger in the wood pile*” He 

l ^ . 

urged, with consent of the Commissioners, I presume, that Congress- 

’ * ^ # 

should admit, with the Constitution as presented, which he declared 
expressed the will of the people, and made no allusion, whatever, to 
that will, as simultaneously expressed, on the Emancipation clause, by 
the informal vote. This was entirely ignored. The matter was r re¬ 
ferred to the Territorial Committee, of which Mr. Wade t ©f Ohi©s 

1 

was Chairman, and Mr. Carlisle, the other Virginia Senator under 

* 

Re-organized Government, was a member, and then a determine 

4 a 

ed enemy in disguise, of a new State, as would seem from the 

he had been foremost in inaugurating it in the first Conven¬ 
tion, as before stated. The matter was referred to this Committee 

l 

on the 25th of May, which did not report till the 23d of June, 
a month, and then reported as Senate Bill No. 365, which was 

time. As this Bill reveals, with so much 










ness 
was 
and 
in the 








of the home enemy in disguise, that 
including Senator Carlisle, whose 

others inspired—I copy its substance, as 
Globe , of that session, page 2942. 



« 






read a second 
an act of 













counties 



considered as in 

of Virginia, passed 

consent of the Legislature 

of a new State within the 
•» 

that-part of the State of Virgini 
Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, Marshal], Wetze 












nson 
er 

Cl 











Taylor, Tyler, Pleasants, Ritchie, 

Jackson, Wirt, Roane, Calhoun, Gilmer, Barbour, Tuck 
raxton, Upshur, Randolph, Mason, Putnam, 
s, Cabell, Wayne, Boone, Logan, Wyomin 
McDowell, Webster, Pocahontas, Fayette, Raleigh, Greenbrier 
, Pendleton, Hardy, Hampshire, and Morgan, did, with 

sent of the Legislature of the State of Virginia, form themselves i 

# 

an independent State, and did establish a constitution for the 
ment of the same. The bill therefore proposes to admit the State 
West Virginia into the Union #n an equal footing with the original 
States in all respects whatever, upon the following conditions: that 
there shall be included within ihe State of West Virginia, in addition 
to the counties already umimerated in the preamble, the following 
counties, as laid off and defined by the Legislature of the State of 
Virginia: Berkeley, Jefferson, Clark, Frederick, Warren, Page, She¬ 
nandoah, Rockingham, Augusta, Highland, Bath, Rockbridge, Bote¬ 
tourt, Craig, and Alleghany; that the convention thereinafter pro¬ 
vided for, shall, in the constitution to be framed by it, make provision 
that from and after the 4th day of July, 1863, the children of all 

♦ 1 

slaves born within the limits of the State shall be free. 





“The second section authorizes and empowers the people 
counties thereinbefore enumerated, qualified under the constitution 

as electors, to vote for and choose representatives to 
convention for framing and adopting a constitution for a Jftate 
name of West Virginia, or any other name the 
adopt, in accordance with the provisions of this act; and 

r 

representatives to the Legislature of Virginia 
Constitution thereof are to be qualified to be elected to 

















for the representatives is to 
aces of voting in the several counties 

and prescribe, and as soon 

relieved from the presence 
representatives to the Convention are 









counties as 



5 • 
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i 








Pay lor, 



, a ; Wetzel, i, 

; Tylfer, t ; Pleasants, i ; 

; Wood, 2 ; Jackson, i; 

; Barbour, i; Tucker, i ; 

, i ; Masori, t; Pufnam; 


Wyomin 

F ayette, 



Cribell, t ; Wayfie, i; 
i ; McDowell, i ; Webster, i 
; Greenbrier, a ; Monroe, 2 ; 





Hampshire; 2 j Morgan, i ; Berkeley, i ; 

, 2 ; Warren, i ; Page, t ; Shenandoah, 

; Augusta, 3; Highland, 1; Bath, t ; Rofclcbr 

a 

t; Crafig, i ; Alleghatoy; 1. 

*The third section enaCts that the members of the Convention 
electee! Under the provisions d( this det sha!ll meet at such places as 

the Governor of the State of Virginia shall designate, a 

•» <aB|r 

day after their election as may be practicable, and shall have power 

and aufhotity <0 form a Cdristitdtiori and-Stdte Government Upon the 

, * * * 

conditions prescribed in this act. and riot repugnant to the Consttfu-’ 
cion of the United States, which Constitution so adopted by the Con 
ventiori shall be submitted to the people of the State of West Vir¬ 
ginia for their adoption and ratification’. 

f ' | * * * » 

“The fourth sedtion* enacts tha't upon the ratification of the Con- 

* - * * *♦ « 

stitution foamed by the Cobv^ntion, and the public declaration by 

the Legislati/re of the Strite of Virginia assenting to.the formation of 
the State of West Virginia? under the provisions and conditions im¬ 
posed by this act, it shall bn the duty of the GbvCrrior thereof to 

official evidence of the shme to thd President of the United 

■ ■ ~ • next, upon receipt whereof 
proclamation, shall announce thd fact ; whereupon, 

k 

and without any further proceeding on' the part dT Congress, 

Union shall be considered 



States on or before the — day of 





mission 


he 






section declares thak the State of West 
next general census; td as many 
Representatives as the population 
preset^: apportionment” 



■ 





? 
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upon 

the 


the whole thing to oe gone over again ; admitted the 
its form of government was republican or not, upon tl 
viz : that it should include nearly or quite all the C 
Shenandoah Valley, to the top of the Blue Ridge, (th 
that was attempted in the Convention; should contain 
all children born of slaves after July 4, 1863, should 
such Constitution should be submitted to the pe< 













Countie: 



ted, after all military force had been removed,. 
rity of votes, b 6 consented to by the Legis 
then to become a member of the Union upon t 





dent issuing, his proclamation—without Congress having had the 
«pp|ponunity of deciding whether the form of government was repub¬ 
lican or not- The scheme was as shallow and suicidal, as it was 

specious and treacherous. Who of the Territorial Committee was 

* 

file* deviser a d getter-up of the scheme,. Mr.- Wade tells in the 
sequel. That member of tike* Committee had the matter in his hands 
for nearly a months and while copies of our printed Appeal aforesaid, 
were in the hands' of the members of Congress, the Territorial Com¬ 
mittee; a»' well as the friends and enemies out of Congress. Of 
course; during that time, the particular member of the Territorial 
Committee, had the counsel and advise of its opponents living in 
and out of the proposed State, including a majority at least, I believe, 
of the Commissioners, especially charged to-see the measure carried 
through*. 

Their object was to meet the gradual emancipation offered to Con¬ 
gress by the Appeal, by adopting a gradual emancipation clause, and 
at the same time to effectually kill the measure by introducing other 
features,, as* the taking in of the fifteen additional Valley Counties, 
postponing the popular vote until peace should be restored through¬ 
out Ihe whole of Virginia, which meant country. Of course it meant 
certain death* to the new State, in any formi 

The Report of the Territorial Committee the 23d of Jwne; at first 
staggered and bewildered everybody, editors included ; hence, alb 
sorts of interpretations were put upon their Report by the press, 
which the enemy everywhere regarded, and pronounced to be,, certain 


death to* the new 


About this time 





meats in- 





occasion to go to 
i, for the first time 
the Committee had 
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al features 






my private 
where 1 was informed some 




turn from 
measure 
also 



just passed through 
, to their homes, and 
Wheeling papers, including 



JFrom the Wheeling tmclfigeneer June 27, 1862.] 


"THE SENATE BILL FOE THE FORMATION OF A 



STATE. 


“We print on our first page this morning the report of the U. S. 
Senate Committee on Territories, providing for the formation and ad¬ 
mission of a new State, to wk ich reference was made yesterday. We 
-do not know that anything can be profitably added to the much that 
lias already been, said on this subject. We confess that in view of 
this report, and line poor prospect that seemingly exists for its rejec¬ 
tion, the whole matter of a new State begins to paM upon our taste. 
We begin to feel as if we had been doing the work of Sysiphus—as 
if all the labor, all ihe anxiety, and ah of the troublous watching and 
waiting and hoping of our people had gone for nothing. 


“There is very little to be said further of an argumentative kind 
against this report. The whole ground has been traveled and re- 
traveled again and again, and our people are grown familiar and per¬ 
haps weary with the details. And yet notwithstanding all that 

and written this very repart evinces how little the gist 
the whole effort fora new State is understood and appreciated 

Either the Senate do or do not desire us to 










State. If they do desire it the report of their Committee on 
fries will be promptly rejected, for that body must realize 
Ihe assertions that its adoption will never in the world give 

what they (have been so long wanting, viz: a new 
To say that the boundaries prescribed 
that the State of Virginia shall remain 
as to-morrow’s sun shall rise 



■red to 



tact* for 




a new State that will include 

our people nor 











give us a new 
our next Legislature is to meet 




a preponderance of those 
part we have taken on behalf of 

ivision of the State, ought to insure 
so much as a division on the vote. 


i i 








* t’ 






4 f k 




IS 






the Southwest, of the Eastern 
* - , - * 

spout at the very ^bought of such a 
that the legislature jnay be ever so 
man believe^ for a moment, their hostility to 
just as fat^l to us as if they were disloyal. The proof 
every member from the East to our Legislature was 

4 - • d h 

the new State. Does any one suppose their minds will chan 

when they gef to Richmond l Neve? 1 

$ * • * * * ? ' * * 

“The whqle thing, then, now to be don e, and the only thing, is 
the, Senate to reject this report. We hope to see our Senators moving 

to amend it by substituting the boundaries laid down at Wheeling. 
As to the p|ovision concerning slavery, our people would have no 
objections to that Let t^e 'Senate tack on the emancipation clause^ 
and our voters will give them an earnest of how much they are en- 

O I 4 J I ~ » 

listed in this matter of a new State, by promptly adopting it We 
appeal, then, to the intelligent and sincere iqen of the tjnited States 
Senate, who are the friends of Wes{ Virginia, and who do not desire 

to see her put back under the domination of Richmond, Y(hen she 

has so nearly escaped from the hated oppression of that slavery rule,, 

"* * 

to come promptly to our rescue and save the new St^te. Now is 
their only opportunity. If this session goes over, and we 
admitted, then, Indeed, is the harvest past and the summer 

all time to come.” 




Strange as it may seem to some now, though 
pould not so regard it, but felt, by proper efforts, 
yet be saved. I called on the Governor and toh 
arrange to pay my personal expenses, and notify the 

in Washington, I would at once go on, 
make a trial He said he would notify the 
ferred me to Daniel Lamb, Esq., a member of the 








in which the State 1 





jmiy persona 




pow re co 
been expended 
gave 
which 















Lamb, stated my 

referred me to him, as having charge 

i r h = - m O » 

' . * * * * 

Legislature for the purpose, for 

* + 

to Washington and back, 
amount appropriated for the purpose 
and he had no authority to make 

on the fronton Bank for seventy- 
, and which was duly honored. 

, * i ♦ 1 * 

yvould come to Washingtqn ; he said his engagements 
emit, $nd expressed, I think, a belief, that the measure was 
shall never forget how surprised Mr. Lamb looked, on that occasion 

W^fi . fc 

when I tol4 him I thought there was still hope, and should make 

pflfort. 1 reported to the Governor the result, and proposed to 

ipy own expenses, if he would have as many of the Cominis- 

■ 

sioners and friends come to* Washington as possible. I at once left 

for Washington, and on arriving at the National Hotel met (provi- 

* 

fienti^Jly, it would seem) the Jfqr).. Ralph JLjBbte p.nd John Camp- 

* * i __ ♦ 

jbell, Esq., of fronton, Ohio, who were there on private business. 
This was the 28th of June, 1862, and I remained there until the 17th. 
pf July fpllo^ing—after the bill, in its present form, for the admis¬ 
sion of West Virginia, had passed the Senate ({he 14th of July) by a 
vote of 23 to 17; and the’House, the 16th of same July—the Hon. 
John A. Bingham, having charge of the bill—rhad refused to lay it 
upon the table, by a vote of 70 to 44 ; but, postponed its further con¬ 
sideration till the second Tuesday of pecemhgr then next, by a vote 
of 63 to 53—Congress adjourned the next day. After the postpone¬ 
ment, several of the members were so kind as to come to the 
ps that remained, expressing their personal sympathy, and giving 
assurance that a large majority of the House were for us, 

-• t . « 

would certainly be passed early the next Session. 

. Owen Lovejoy, since gone to his reward. 

House without amendment the 10 th of Decembei 


to 55—was approved by the President 
ratified by the Convention that 
by the people, to whom it was submitted 
consummate, and a member 












pew State 









truth 




justice to individuals, 

things, on arrivin, 
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transpired, re 
Lsete 







while 




learn, the new State 
and introduce me to Senator 

















of the Territorial Committee, that reported the 

a letter, after gather tag, as near as I 

substance of the Report—stating 

We went to his room and they introduced me. I in 

the printed Appeal and my letters. He said 

read the®*, and believed we were right, and 
** 

asked; but the Committee had intrusted to Mr. Carlisle 
ing of the Bill—he being from that section, having personal 

professed to be zealous for the new State. I ex 
the matter fully; he agreed to om plan and promised his aid to 
it out—remarking that some of the Committee had began to 
the sincerity of Mr. Carlisle. ’ He requested we should see 
Willey, and ask him to call at his room next morning. Mr. Leetk 
and myself called on if r. Willey in the morning, and delivered the 
message. His manner was grave and reticent, but *aid, I think, he 
had prepared an amendment' ha intended to offer, when the Bill 
eame up again. We then called on the Virginia Representatives that 
had been elected by the new State people, Messrs. Blair, Brown 
and Whaley. They were more communicative, but had faint hopes 
of success—the last named having said, as we afterwards learned, 
the measure would not get a vote in the lower House. But before 
Congress adjourned, he got permission to print a speech, in its favor 
which he had circulated among his constituents, for which we were 
thankfuL W« felt there was, little hope of resuscitating aid, save 
from heroic Ben Wade, whose intellect, we felt, we had convinced, 
and svmpathy aroused, and his like that lived outside of Virgin: 

Hon. Wm. G. Brown, one of our Representatives, 
on me 2 of June introduced a Bill in the House, 

in the sequel. 

That 

with 

The late 


Commissioners Caldwell, Paxton, and 

new State friends, arrived from 
Winkle, another Commissioner, 

Relay Junction, continued on 
summer recreation. Commissioner Hall 
















day or so 

o 

roused 



rest, being in dead earnest for a new State, 



three Virg 


m m 





* 

f 



situation, and what our 







party arrived I 
of Kentucky, who had 
enthusiast in our cause 
entlemam I ever met. He en 

:t of the members 

command their attention. Through 
Leete, who had many acquaintances, we were introduced 
the leading members of both Houses. 
























Among the friends that came on r was the late Harrison 
Esq., of Preston County, a man full of energy and downright earn 

was him that approached with success, the most 
and inaccessible members. These friends stayed some three or 
days, impressed the members of both Houses with their weight 
character and earnestness of purpose. They were then obliged Vo 
return home, leaving Messrs. Leete, Campbell, McMurdy and my- 
self to keep the ball in motion, which they had so well started. Mr. 
Campbell was obliged to leave in a few days, depriving us of his 
wise counsel and large influence. 

The friends had now resuscitated and energised the measure, and 
secured the attention of Congress, and imparted to the measure, 
something of the importance it merited. Heroic Ben Wade had 
become thoroughly aroused. Senator Willed had papfliafly emerged 

from his shell, and began to realize that the measure had friends, as 
well as the enemies,—who, it would seem, had hitherto monopolized 
his attention as well as sympathy—at the head of the latter was Mr. 
Carlisle, in disguise, and only slightly suspected by his fellows om 
erritorial Committee. 




They put in circulation all sorts of 
jections and bugbears. It- was to meet these, I published in the 
National Republican , the following letters, 6f which the editor 
kindly, and commended the measure in an able editorial: 




fLelttef to the National Republican 

WEST VIRGINIA—CONGRESS SHOULD A DMT 

ONCE. 

with gratitude the 

the press, 
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* „» 






friends in Congress 
action by that 



The 



described in the Constitution 













considered and unanimously 

* r 

Convention, and subsequently ratified by the people 

4 

State. These, in the opinion of the 

> ' i 

, require no change, and will not admit 

* * 

• * 

the report, without defeating the entire measure 

A provision for the gradual, but certain , extinction of 
people desire, and will, very unanimously, adopt. We ask, 
that while this provision shall be of such a character as to 
the expiring slave element of all political power in the new State, 
shall admit of such disposition of the slaves in being, at the time 
post nati clause shall take effect, as humanity and the best interests 
of the parties immediately interested may dictate. Nor have we any 
objection to this provision being made a condition precedent , tO' be 
complied with before the State shall become established; for we wish 
Congress to give us nothing in this respect on trust . We desire it to 
be named in the bond, no less than they. 

But we have very serious fears that if Congress shall defer definite 
action on the subject until the next session, the State Legislature 
will, in the meantime, repeal the act of the 13th May last, giving its 

M A 

consent to the division. 








We fully understand our enemy, and 

« 

what alacrity and reckless desperation they are accustomed to exe 

cute their favorite plans. To defeat the new State now 

is one of these plans. By existing laws they have the right to elect 

* 

and send in delegates to the State Legislature, and secure 
majority in that body adverse to letting West Virginia 
accustomed cupidity has now become added insatiate reven 
State Legislature will be convened before Congress 
and the irreparable mischief be done, if Congress 

measure the present session. It need consume but litt 
1 transfer,’for ceftaidty nearly half 

’ slavery to freedom, with the 
It will dispel, to this extent at 
sun; 



















* 


I 


o 



t 




can our son 



now, it will be 


, can our people go 

for by the President ? 
in the. field, or to be sent 















victory, while th^y and all of us 

consign us back tp a vassalage 





by ever}' enormity that enmity and the spirit of revenge can 













com 







certain that our deliverance from the 

* 

is secure , and our people will respond most willingly to every 

shoulder help bear the Nation’s flag to certain 
victory over a common enemy to all loyal Americans, 
mankind. 

* « ♦ 

Besides, the immediate establishment of the new State will do much 
towards extinguishing the last hope of the rebels residing within 
bounds. They have been taught, and many religiously believe, that 
their first duty is to serve their State. Let Congress, then, at once 
give them a State government, attachment to which shall be attach¬ 
ment to the Federal Government at the same time. It will do much 
to bring back the deluded, and crush the last hope of premeditated 
treason within our bounds. For these reasons we respectfully ask of 
Congress immediate action. 


July 8, 1862. 


Loyal People of West Virginia. 


• J Letter to the National Republican.] 

WEST VIRGINIA—OBJECTIONS TO ITS ADMISSION 

ANSWERED.. 

- . * 

* » 

Some of our friends say they have scruples, whether 
the consent 




the Legislature of the mother State, 
the Counties thereof were in fact represented, would 

remind such that the existing 
members, duly elected and 

for doing business. That 
and return n 


were 


make a 






f 




members; and 
from the East, the Valley 
to seats. 











return of members, 
of the re- 





over nine at rest 


basis. The present Congress 
Legislature; have paid $41,000 of 

That the Federal Government 



now commands and pays fourteen regiments, enlisted,' 

Governor Peirpoint, and has for a 


commi 




^organized government as the legitimate 

And still, if after all this there is an 







purposes. 

who doubts the power of this State Legislature to give 
the proposed division required by the Federal Constitu¬ 
tion, we should feel constrained, perhaps, to respect him 

*■ 

goodness of his heart, but not for his understanding. 

Others object, that they entertain doubts as to the propriety 
Congress annexing to its consent a condition precedent, which must be 

■ *»■ * 4 

complied with by the party asking the favor, before that party .caw 
take anything by his petition. 

. Now, all will concede that it is a pure matter of discretion with 
Congress to grant or refuse the petition of West Virginia. The real 
merits of the case, she makes out, constitute her only ground of 
claim, and should be such, we admit, as will readily evoke the exer¬ 
cise of this discretionary power by Congress, while looking to the 
advantages to be derived, as well to the new State as the whole 
country. Can it be contended for a moment that Congress, in the 
exercise of this high discretionary power, shall be confined to the 
giving of an absolutely affirmative or negative answer ? May it not, 
the strictest propriety, say to the applicants, “We grant 
petition on this or that condition; or provided you will adopt this 
that specified amendment ?” And in the present case, the 
ment proposed is what our people have for a long time 

incorporated in the Constitution at the 
unanimously wish it done now in the manner 
expense, and, very likely, the new 

objections arc “more nice 
to grapple with facts and the great realities 

we are too hasty—un will in 
till the rebellion shall 
peace and harmony 
whom, and in what manner ? The same 








m savin 


seems 

















That we ou 











147 










> 


any power 
Federal G* 


make 




she must 


cur a brave 



case 


But, say our 
Has Congress or 
vote weigh down two at 
have no right to interfere 
crushed beneath accumulated 
dll Providence shall repeat its 
shall cut their way out by the 
and the Federal arm which the oppressors 

invoke. 











The past year of desolating civil war in our midst and at our 
Hi as taught us to be active and vigilant; and we hope all 
have profited from the last year’s experience in this respect 
er, then, the speedy transference of 24,000 square miles, bordering 




from 200 to 300 miles upon the Ohio river—the great highway of 
Nation, both civil and military—and reaching back to the impassible 
summit of the Alleghanies, with 300,000 to 400,000 people, white and 
black, from slavery to freedom; and a speedy restoration of this peo¬ 
ple to a settled and unwavering loyalty, to a sense of security be- 
neath the old flag—-to an army of determined and resolute soldiers, 
ready to guard that river and the rights of a Government—that they 
shall feel lias done them justice, be worthy, in a military, political, 
or moral point of view, a short time of Congress at its present 
session, is for that body and the people to decide—bearing in mind 
that delay may defeat all 


Loyal People of West Virginia. 


July 10, 1&62, 


When Mr. Wade first called up the Bill, June 26, and 

♦ 

arrived, Mr. Sumner objected to its Gradual 









proposed to amend by substituting 
Jeffersonian clause in the organization of the North 

namely: “Within the State there 
voluntary servitude, other than in punishment 

convicted” It was probably 

A 

fraudulent, shallow subterfuge, 





the eyes 





m m 



Wheeling short' 



», and encouraged the 
their way home 
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S§ 


, that 

amendment to Mr. 

decided was to the 
the matter stood when 

A 

Willey, with Mr. Wade's consent, I 




up 

ment 




in, and Mr. Sumner urged the adoption 
his usual force, to which Mr, Hale, of New 




Senate, 




Judge CollAmer, among the ablest 
struck the feature that proposed to permit a 
, and admitted to the Union, without 







privilege of seeing the Constitution, when formed, and 
as was its duty, whether it was republican or not. This was 

objection, and admitted of no answer, Mr. Collamer, at 
same time, expressed his entire conviction that Congress 
right to annex conditions to its assent ; and other leading members 
concurred with him. 




Mr. W illey then offered a substitute, leaving out the additional 
Valley Counties, included in the Bill, providing, that children born of 
slaves after the fourth of July, 1863, should be free; but referred the 
ratification to the Convention to be re-convened, and not to ike people > 
nor did he allude, in any form, to the informal vote in favor of Grad¬ 
ual Emancipation. I copy from the Globe Senator Willey's substi¬ 
tute, page 3036. 


“Wherea's, by an act of the State of Virginia, passed 
1862, entitled “An act giving the consent of the Legislature 

formation and erection of a new State within 












this State," the people of that part of the State 
the Counties of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, 
Monongalia, Preston, Taylor, Tyler, 

, Harrison, Wood, Jackson, Wirt, 

Tucker, Lewis, Braxton, Upshur, Randolph 

Boone, 






Putnam, Kanawha, Clay, Nicholas, Cabell, 
Wyoming, Mercer, McDowell, Webster, Pocahontas 
Greenbrier, Monroe, Pendleton, Hardy, 

the Legislature of 
into an independent State 
ovemment of the same. 






form themse 











in all respects 
from and after the 
born within the limits 








be passed by said State 
States in this Union shall be 
any of the privileges* and immunities to 
under the Constitution of the United 

* ■ i. 

That the Convention that ordained the Constitution 

«• 

* » 

* 

be re-convened in the manner prescribed in the 
shall by a solemn public ordinance 

i 

assent of the said State to the said fundamental condition, and 

« t * 

transmit to the President of the United States on or before the 












day of November, 1862, an authentic copy of said ordinance, 

receipt whereof the President by proclamation shall announce 
fact; whereupon, and without any further proceeding on the part 




of Congress, the admission of said State into this Union shall be 
considered as complete.” 

4r % 

Mr. Wade admitted there was insuperable objections to the Bill as 

reported; said “it did not receive the formal assent of the Commit- 

• * 

tee, though they thought it sufficient to bring the subject before the 
Senate.” He accepted the substitute offered by Mr. Willey, and 

proposed this amendment; “that all slaves under twenty-one years 
of age, the 4th of July, 1863, shall be free on arriving at that age.” 
Mr. Willey said “he greatly preferred, if the State of West Vir - 
ginid is to be admitted , that it should be according to the Constitution, 
exactly as it had been approved by that portion of the people of Vir- 

without any condition, and without any amendment; but, sir, 
the views, sentiments, and opinions of others 1 
all respect, I have viewed it but right to 
what are personally agreeable to myself, and 
by way of amendment, &c.” 

this point, became alarmed, and 
the substitute, contending the 

, not only to the 
upon his colleague 
was that he knew 









Mr, 

mask. 




the people did not want a 
Constitution, or 
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that 



colleague 




question 





and made 
much so. 








the people as well as to the Convention. 

consented to accept and substitute 












to submit 

* 

this point with 
a decided impression 
friends in the gallery sent one 
call Mr. Willkv out, and urge him to so amend, 
ficarion 
and Mr 

by the Hon. Wm. G. Brown, of the House, 

# 

friends, and presented in the House as before stated. 

became a law, amended in one particular only, on 
Senator Lane, of Kansas, namely, “that slaves under ten. 
Constitution takes effect, shall be free at the age of twenty- 

all over ten, and under twenty-one, shall become free at twenty- 

« 

The amendment proposed, was assented to by Messrs. Wade 

Willev. The amendment proposed by Mr. Sumner before stated, 

had before this, been voted down by twenty-four to eleven ; and 

afterwards, on motion of Mr. Carlisle, to amend, so as to admit 

State, under the Constitution, as it came from the Convention, with- 

* 

out any condition, it was rejected by a vote of twenty-five to eleven,. 
This decided which, of the parties had been right in their judgment 
in the Convention, and subsequently. For the discussion that after¬ 
wards occurred in the Senate, the reader is referred to the Congres¬ 
sional Globe , of 1861 and 1862, pages 3307 to 3320— with this one 
remark in regard to Senator Willey, and an extract from Senator 
Wade's remarks, showing his opinion of Mr. Carlisle, and how 
such a Bill came to be reported by the Territorial Committee. 






Mr. Willey, before giving his vote for the rejection of 
motion of Mr. Carlisle, to substitute the Constitution 

Convention, thus remarked: “Although, as I 
, that would be more acceptable to me, yet having 
substitute in good faith, to meet my friends on the other 
shall vote acainst the motion to strike out." . 



came 





The vote 
ate, when 



these two questions disclosed our 
either of the extremes. Of course 




came confident 




success in that body. 

made a vehement s 


the first Monday of 
seemed to have at 





and sentiments 



of West Virginia 



ideas 

upon 
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the subject 








emancipation—ideas and senti 
year, expressing in all forms 
of which he was a member. 














ferred 




stitute; 




Brown's 



; but were debarred by himself and confederates, 
ress themselves almost unanimously, on this subje< 
poll, which, neither he nor his confederates had t 
;d to notice, or.allude to. Nor would Mr. Willey 
uded to it, at this .time, had he not found it express 
he Bill Mr. Brown, of the House, had drawn and 
which he had borrowed and used in place of his 
thereby as appeared to friends in the gallery, j 
i certain defeat in the Senate. . I here insert 
amended, as before stated, that became a law. 





pre 





* i 


“AN ACT FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF WEST 
VIRGINIA INTO THE UNION, AND FOR OTHER PUR¬ 
POSES. 

“Whereas the people inhabiting that portion of Virginia known as- 
West Virginia, did, by a Convention assembled in the city of Wheel¬ 
ing on the twenty-sixth of November, eighteen hundred and sixty- 

one, inraine for themselves a Constitution with a view of becoming a 
separate and independent State ; and whereas at a general election 
held in the Counties composing the territory aforesaid on the third 
day of May last, the said Constitution was approved and adopted by 
the qualified voters of the proposed State; and whereas the Legisla- 


• ft 


lure of Virginia, by an act passed on the thirteenth day of May, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, did giv* its. consent to the formation, 
of a new State within the jurisdiction of the said State of Virginia, 
'to Tb« known by the name of West Virginia, and to embrace the fol¬ 
lowing named Counties, to-wit: Hancock, Btooke, Ohio, Marshally 


Wetzel, Marion 




Gilmer, 



Monongalia, Preston, Taylor, 1 
;e r Harrison, Wood, Jackson, Wirt. ! 
rucker, Lewis, Braxton, Upshur, R; 
a, Clay, Nicholas, Cabell, Wayne, 
jr, McDowell, Webster, Pocal 












I 


Morgan 





Pendleton, Ha 
the Convention 







* 







the new Sta*e 

*• 

aforesaid 


Congress 







consent that the said 
and independent 

the Senate and House of 
America in Congress assembled^ 

, and is hereby* declared to be one 
America, and admitted into the Uhion on 

States in all respects whatever, and xinti 






general census shall be entitled to three members in 
Representatives of the Unit id States : Provided always , 
act shall not take effect until after the proclamation of the 
of the United States hereinafter provided for. 






U 


It being represented to Congress that since the Convention of the 



«» 


twenty-sixth of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, that 
ed and proposed the Constitution for the said State of West Virginia, 
the people thereof have expressed a wish to change the seventh sec¬ 
tion of the eleventh article of said Constitution by striking out the’ 

same and inserting the following in its place, namely : “The children 
of slaves born within the limits of this State after the fourth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, shall be free; and that all 
slaves within the said State who shall, at the time aforesaid, be under 
the age of ten years,, shall be free when they arrive- at the age of 
twenty-one years; and all slaves over ten and under twenty one 
years shall be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-five* years ; 
and no slave shall be permitted to come into the State for permanent- 
residence therein : 9 Therefore, 

“Sec. 2. Be it further enacted , That whenever the people 
Virginia shall, through their said Convention, and by a 
taken at an election to be held within the limits of the 
such 


change 







be 





as the Convention may provide, make, and r 
id, and properly certify the same under 
of the Convention, it shall be lawful 










States to issue his proclamation stating 
act shall take effect and be in 
date of said proclamation.” 

31, 1862, 








THE CLOSING REMARKS 
. CARLISLE’S 








PONEMENT. 

one word, and only one \Vofrcl> because I 
ft motion has been made to postpone this bill until 
There is no gentleman who knows exactly when human nature 
weak, just exactly the time to strike, like my friend from 

weakness of human nature* and the 


m 











gument towards dinner time of a motion for delay; m 
jnents, otherwise without weight and without much reason, 
men when they are pretty sure that they do no harm to anybody 
when they have done no positive act. In accordance with our 

indolence, such an argument is very apt to have weight, 

* ♦ r 

it is the most dangerous in a legislative assembly that is tfver made. 
Nobody knows it better than my friend from Illinois. 

“Gentlemen say that I have said enough. I suppose I have, and 
am not going to say much more. Gentlemen crught not to admonish 
lime '1111*01% for 1 believe I never make long speeches. This is a very 
easy way for ms to rid ourselves of this question, but it will not be 
so satisfactory to those who feel such a vital interest in it as the peo¬ 
ple of West Virginia, who have sent their population here, almost eti 
masse to urge it upon this Congress to pass this measure and Relieve 
them from the alarm that they are under in consequence of the un¬ 
certainty that they may be left in the hands of their energies, That 
there is to be a separation is. a foregone conclusion, and.no man has 
urged it upon the Committee more strongly than the Senator who 
now opposes immediate action, [Mr. Carlisle.] He, of all the 

Committee, is the man who penned all these bills and 
them up. . He is the man who has investigated all ; the precedents to 
see bow far you could go in this direction. It was to his 

A „ ■ 

indebted for the fact that there were no leg 
the way of this proposition, 
it cheerfully; he did it backed by the best men 

i % 

what did they say ? They 




















with Eastern Virginia. Independent 
sprung up in the nation, we have 
renders our connection with E; 

: is the gentleman who 



a* 














5 


ions 


has come 





as strongly as 
his dream 1 
He has 









side by side with 
measure vital to the 
at once, after pe 
, and when we expected 
it through, we are brought up 
powerful opposition. Why did he write, why did he 

committee that all was right ? Why 

suade us 





question before 
he 
















there was scarcely a dissenting voice in all that 
now he has discovered that it is all wrong ? Why 
resort to books, why did he go back to the old Missouri compromise, 
and discover there the steps that were taken to initiate that 
Why did he go back to the Rhode Island case, and to other cases, 
and point them out to us ? No gentleman urged the measure upon 
us more strongly than he, in connection with his distinguished asso¬ 
ciates, he acting as their chief and their spokesman, and yet all at 
cmcey when we become earnest and see that the people want this 
done, we have to encounter his violent, determined, persistent oppo¬ 
sition. Sir, it is sheer trifling. 

“There is no reason on God’s earth why, if Western Virginia is 
ever to be a State, she should not be admitted now. The Senator 

from Illinois spoke of the present confused and turbulent state of af¬ 
fairs. Sir, amidst that turbulence is the very time to organize it. 
When we have lost State after State going out from the Union, 
making war upon it, is it not good policy for us to seize upon the 
State that offers her friendly hand to come back to us into the 
Does he want them still to go, and never to hold out encouragement 

shall return ? 







Is that good policy ? He says many 
have gone out, and, therefore, he argues, that when they 
in, we should keep the rest of them out. That is about 
he has made use of. 

anything in such an argument as that, 
with us, being with us in sentiment, 
a powerful barrier between our 

erected into a noble free State 
of the South and the 
more favorable than this for 










friends 

















was just as it should 








155 


Virginia 




m 




might cause a com motion 

those things 
and it does 




m 





justice now easier than you 
times. Now is the time 




you see that a commotion in the land has brought it within 



pass of 
treat 














to do a great and mighty good, 
that cofwmotioa as a reason why 

statesmanship in the world. Sir, this 
when you can do it without exciting passion. It is a time 
can do ample justice to this people, for which they have 

They have been almost the slaves of their 
oppressors, and in ordinary times we should not have the hardihood 
to do them® justice. They could not appeal to us then, because 
powerful Eastern Virginia with her heel upon their necks, 
we were without the courage to help theca to rectify and to adjust 
their grievances. Mow things are reversed. Their long-crying griev¬ 
ances are at our doors, easy to be redressed. Let us not; postpone 
that redress. The task will be no lighter at the next session than 
mow. Those' who oppose it now will oppose it then. The whole 
subject is understood. After going as. far as we have ' gone, to yield 
now to the argument of the Senator from Illinois would be trifling 
’with the feelings and the cause of these Union men, who have sacri¬ 
ficed everything to maintain the integrity of the Union and maintain 
the principles which we all avow. Let us stand by them; let us not 
be carried away by this argument and deterred from coming up to the 
work of doing justice, and doing it boldly ; not shrinking in a cow¬ 
ardly manner, and saying “although I see it is just, I would a little 
rather postpone it to some more convenient season.” Sir, that i 

a statesman to act. That meed of justice which 
times demand should be done here now, 

What time may bring forth we know not. 



the way 






them 





when they have the justice of 
have the facts before them, when 
can result, to act promptly. Nothing 
man from the exercise of 





godlike 


do it now md at once; let us 




Mr. Ten Eyck. 


“I shall. 



, remarked as 








want to 
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utter more than twenty 
This question presents two 
a matter of policy. A 
two Senators from Virginia to 
















appointed by the Legislature 
recognized the legality of their appointment 

* V 

to the division of the State. ] 






Senate 







vote which it gave on that occasion has 
action of the Legislature of Virginia. That 





* • 







, with regard to the policy. I understand and believe 

V 

yast majority of the people of Western Virginia are lookin; 

tears in their eyes, if men shed tears, anxiously hoping 

• » 

Western! Virginia will be admitted as a State. I am not willing to 

postpone, and run the risk of having the whole oi Virginia, by their 

Legislature, when this rebellion shall have been crushed out, repeal 

* 

this act, and subjecting the free people, the freedom-disposed pebple 

* 

of Western Virginia, to any further dictation and tyranny exercised 
over them by the people of Eastern Virginia. Having said thus 
much* I shall vote against the proposition to postpone. 

“The Presiding Officer. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator firorn Virginia, to postpone the further consideration of the 
bill until the first Monday of December next. 

« 

v The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas, 17, 
nays, ; as follows: 

“YEAS-?—Messrs. Bayard, Browning, Carlisle, Chandler, Cowan, 
Davis, Doolittle, Howard, Kennedy, King, Powell, Saulsbury, Stark, 
Sumner, Trumbull, Wilson, of Missouri, and Wright—17. 

“NAYS—Messrs. Clark, Collamer, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 

Hale, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howe, Lane, of Indiana 

m 

Kansas, McDougall, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sherman, 

Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson, of Massachusetts—23 

motion to postpone did not prevail.” 

The following were the yeas and nays on the 

enate. (July 14.) 

[< YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Fe 

Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howe, 

, Rice, 

Wilson, of 2 
















Kansas, Morrill, 















* 



, considering all the untoward 







Sumner and Trumbull, among the 

party in the Senate— the most active and 


« # 


promising opposers, 




proper here to mention who were our active 
in the Senate. First and foremost was Mr. Wade, 
champion of the measure in the Senate. His most efficient co- 






ers were Senators Collamer, of Vermont, Hale, of New Hampshire, 

Fessenden, of Maine, Ten Eyck, of New Jersey, Pomeroy and 

Lane, of Kansas, and Wilkinson, of Minnesota. What were the 

personal feelings and the aid the two Virginia Senators gave the 

measure, I shall leave the reader to infer from the facts before stated 

* / 

•whether they really, in this matter, worked for the Rebel portion of 
the State, or the Loyal portion, whose votes elected them—whether 
the Amendment finally adopted should not be called the Wm. G. 

0 

Brown, or some other, rather than the “Willey Amendment l”—- 

as subsequently christened by his friends, and by himself, with the 

honors and emoluments, unblushingly appropriated. The true ex- 

♦ 

planation, I think, to be this: Mr. Willey was a prominent Class 
Leader in the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, which, at that 
time, had, and I think deservedly, great influence in the State of 
Virginia. 

The following just tribute of gratitude and respect to Senator 
for his invaluable services in behalf of the new State, 






Wheeling Intelligencer, of the 21st July, 1862 : 


F. Wade and his lady passed 
on their way home Saturday 
purpose of seeing something 
West Virginia, whose cause 
in Congress. We hope 
of his noble and 


if time 












much abi 











. m 
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homeward 




and honor 
crossed the river 
approval and 
him.” 


at their 






ment 
for 







The friends, though filled with despondency 

returned with hearts full of gratitude 
a new State depended upon the 
the Rebellion. Congress, at that session, 
additional volunteers. West Virginia, no less than 
and other loyal States, was expected to raise her quota. In this 
the loyal people, both sides of the river, acted in concert, as they had 
been doing before. It was about this time, that General M'Clellan’s 
army returned from the Chicahominy, and the second Bull Run de¬ 
feat, under General Pope, occurred, and General Lee was marching 
his victorious army into Maryland and Pennsylvania; but whom, 
subsequently, our army, under General M’Clellan, repulsed and 
sent back, at the battle of Antietam. Union men were desponding; 
and depressed, and the disloyal were correspondingly exultant. It 
was at this juncture I had the honor to submit the following remarks, 
at a meeting of Union people, from both sides of the Ohio River, 
August 5, 1862 : 


Fellow Citizens: The Government, our great and good nra< 
is stretching out her arms for the aid, in some form, of all her 
children, to rescue her from the bloody grasp of most cruel 
unnatural parricides. 




natural for our people, before engaging in any work 
urgent, to wish to understand the nature and extent of it, 
there are adequate means to carry 
final f 






This is right, and speaks well for our people; for 
dertaken with deliberation is most likely to be 
and success. Before responding to this call 
by one whose beneficent and maternal care all 
must acknowledge, it is well to understand the 




the Rebellion we are called upon to suppress, 

progress 








strength 
been made 
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in 





m m 


service they 



the amount 




chance of final succ ess. 







,000 volunteers for three months, 








country, are known to 
upon to enlist for the term 
These were promptly obtained, 
Government up to this day has issued its 
$500,000,000, which are now above 









The eleven Rebel States, Virginia East of the Alleghanies, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee, according to the census 
of i860, contained 5,240,250 white, and 3,500,658 slave population. 
The border slave States, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri* 
and West Virginia, contained at the same time 3,043,449 white, and 
437,841 slave population. More than half as many white population 
as the eleven rebel States. 


These five border slave States have heretofore furnished more- 
soldiers to the loyal than the disloyal army, and have now almost 
entirely ceased to furnish soldiers to the latter, while they respond 
with alacrity to the recent call of the President, and promise their 
respective quotas as soon as the free States. Tennessee, North * 
Carolina, and others of the eleven rebel States, have responded to 
the call, and are in a fair way to furnish the quotas demanded. So 
stands the strength of the Government in the Slave States to-day. 


The nineteen Free States had by the census of i860, 19,169,147. 
Over nineteen million of white population. One-fifth at least arfe 

fighting men—or four million —and the 16,000,00© 

•0 

men, women and children that will form the reserve at home, after 









the 4,000,000 men have gone to the field, will be efficient 

to work with their own hands, and can produce enou 
/es and supply this immense army in 
be needed, and feed all the want-of-cotton 
old world at the same time. And this without 

Border States, which may 







fourth our number t 



to the loyal side. 

the same proportion of able-bodied 

into the field but one million , or 

* & 

a reserve of white 







1()0 





, men, women, and children ; 

•ids, but educated to regan 
accustomed from 







how can 
field ? 


and irresi 



reserOe of producers ! 

themselves; and much 









the 







day one of the F. F. 

, as she supposed, to 
return of her slave, exhibited to him her 
roughened and soiled somewhat by household labor 
out success. Such casualties must serve to dampen 
would-he Dutchasses of the South. 

the recent Act of Congress the President is authorized 
his duty y to seize all glares of Rebels when it shall 
enemy, or strengthen the Government, and employ them in arms, 
in cultivating the fields, in digging entrenchments, in menial service 
about the camp, or otherwise, as the exigencies of the war may re¬ 
quire; and as an encouragement to fidelity and industry, all such with 
their mothers, wives and children, are to become at once and forever 
free, and receive compensation for their labor. This Law if faithfully 
carried out by the President and his Generals, will very soon deprive 
the enemy of all his Slave labor, of any value, and transfer it to- our 
side. What a difference this will make in the military strength of the 
contending parties, if wisely managed by the Administration ! -And 
if not so managed by the present servants of the people, the people 
will find other servants who will faithfully execute their will 




capabilities of our loyal people have, as yet, been but slightly tested; 
nor will it be prudent for any mar> r the President himself, to create 
exigency that shall demand a full exercise of these capabilities . 

Recent acts of Congress have also authorized fhe President 
for three years, or during the war, 300,000 .additional 
also to till up the old Regiments, and accept, if required, 
additional volunteer infantry for nine months—and, if found neces 

Rebellion, to call out the entire militia of 
an army of four mi Ilian men —by far 





ever 
manders, 





capable, under the management 
. the present Rebellion to 
both England and France combined. 






niooey—*you will ask—which 
The same Congress has appropriated 

defray the expenses. 


is 
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we have the G 
and respected 


B 





Government 
such ample 
shops 
and our 


friendly relations with all nations, 
whether Republican or 











war means and powers, 
-shops and ports of all nations are 
credit are commanding a premium 

Hi 

and lately in Richmond, the 








tjogiis Government 

k * 

How stands the enenty ? His bastard Government is 
acknowledged by any power on earth. He possesses no Navy ; 
very few artisans or work-shops,* and is cut off from all communica 
tion and succor with the world by our powerful blockade ; 
money and without credit. Thus stands the contending parties 
to-day. 

« 

How stood they when the enemy cdmrrtericed the war by firirig on 
Sumpter ? He assumed to tear off more than half of dur entire 
territory, to rend asunder,* as suited himself, what the hand of the 
Almighty had woven into one indissoluble web, by its Rivers, Moun¬ 
tains, Marts, climate and productions; by all its geographical and 
physical features. He seized all arms, munitions of war and money, 
which were, or had been transferred by Buchanan, Floyd & Co., 
while in possession of the Government, to within the limits of their 
anticipated Eldorado ; all Forts and Arsenals; all Vessels, public 
and private, and all public, property of whatever kind ; confiscated 
debts due to northern rhen to the auto u n t of $*50,000,000, and all 
property off loyal nrerr, whether living within or without the limits of 

Also the most ex- 




and without excepting the fee simple ! 

perienced Army and Navy Officers-—and then quite com 

alone.” This reminds one of that other 

lundered the houses, of the living, and 

the dead, “adjured” our blessed Savior 

* 

we to do with thee ?” Fen* it was 



said 
who hav 











were tegiorr. But our Savior cast the 

of sVine, which ran down 
the waVes ; that is the swine 
alive now, and as busy at work in the 
in that man, or the 

the Gulf of Mexico 
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a medium as swine, but their more congenial 





J* 1 % # 









, and a host of 
watch, spy, and throw 
bottom would float, with its cargo 
bedecked with stars, garters, and diadems. But 

the character and intent of 








lashed it with chains to its moorings 
and Company were sent to “Dixie;” but left others 

same duty. Those also will have to take their 
and the entire cargo as above described will 





What has Mr. Lincoln done since he came into power? He has 
raised and equipped an army of 600,000 or 700,000 men. Created 
a powerful Navy, suited both for Sea and Rivers, established a legal 
blockade from the Delaware Bay to the mouth of the Rio Grande 
more than 2,500 miles of Sea coast; 5-6 of our entire Atlantic coast, 
which the enemy modestly propose to take, leaving to the 20^000,000 
Free State people the remaining one-sixth I 

We have effectually blockaded about as many miles as the entire* 
Atlantic Coast of alL Europe, combined ; retaken, nearly all the Forts 
and Arsenals along this extent of Coast, and all the cities and ports 
of entry, including Norfolk, Portsmouth, and New Orleans ; re-open¬ 
ed the great highways of the Mississippi River and its tributaries, 
and retaken the principal cities thereon.; repossessed Missouri, Ken¬ 
tucky, and West Virginia; silenced forever the coppeibeads 




Maryland; repossessed large portions of North. Carolina, South, 
olina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Arkansas and Tennessee:; now 





niost of his great lines of Railroads; replaced 
on the soil of every State, and are slowly but 
around Richmond wkh. an anaconda’s gripe. 

All this'has been done in sixteen months. It is 





Unexamp 




progress! considering the total u 
Mr. Lincoln took hold. 








lose 



not to 



some reverses; and 

, and complain. This is weak 
showing not only a want of 
means placed in our 
in Him our Fathers looked 





lfiS 





greatest deprivations 

this world, pious 

We have 



n care. 


to be exempt from the im 
always been incident 
Look at the world’s greatest captains—-to Alexander 
C ifiSAR, and Napoleon the First. The Conqueror of 

his victorious army of 350,000 men 
He thinks of nothing but success 












m 




Moscow expecting to spend a comfortable winter, and commence 

victorious campaign in the Spring. Nor are his hopes shaken 

* 

surprise and dismay he sees the whole city 4 
ocean of lame!”—kindled and spread by its own inhabitants. 
pers&mMt sacrifice had not entered into his calculations, and 

hopes were in a moment dashed to the ground. 



Such 





Nothing has occured with us that should, for a moment, discourage 
a brave people, engaged in so holy a cause, and possessed of such 
superior means—only arouse ourselves to the great exigency, and 
make the proper use of those means, and our Father’s God will be 
with us, and speedy and complete success is as mathematically cer¬ 
tain as it is in His economy, that Right shall triumph over Wrong, 
Truth over Error, or that ten pounds will outweigh one. 

It cannot be disguised, however, that in one particular the policy 

on which the war has been conducted during the last six months, has 
been wrong, and at variance with all experience and the obvious laws 
which govern our nature. Everybody of ordinary intelligence must 
have understood the nature of this Rebellion, and the fixed 
a large majority of those engaged in it, more than six 





ago; and if the object of the administration has been to 
and vindicate the Government, it has employed some means 

to produce the opposite result There 






during the last six months, but that 
is the consummation of a conspiracy, that 
thirty years or more, to break up the Government 

; or, failing to establish an i 
all 








slave territory, to the 
or Provinces, of England and France; 

the leaders have 



slavery 




their borders . 
mask—threw 
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€ 



savage manner 

the administration withholdin 



dead 












Sympathy 





sufficient power, learn 
# 

ter, and his .vulnerable points ? There 
enemy, or extreme imbecility, 




«0 




/, and to one or the other 

* 

ascribe all attempts afterwards to 
traitors of thirty years standing. To prush an 
’s splf, is the first and universally recognised 









Whoever annexes a condition of any 

* * * 

maintenance and fpll vindication of the Government, be that 






perpetuity or abolishment of Slavery, or any other 

j ** 

disloyal, and disloyalty in apy degree, a * this titpe, is treason . 
cannot serve heaven and hell at the same time. Whoever counse 

a ’ 

peace, or dissuades enlistsments of volunteers, Qr proposes the 
ganization of an anti-war party, or proposals for compromise, so 
long as the enemy is unrelentant and defiant —is a traitor, whatever he 

professes, and should be promptly' dealt with as such. 

I have always been a democrat, first voted for General Jackson at 

4 * 

his second election; was the supporter of Judge Douglass, have al¬ 
ways been for letting Slavery alone in the Statps, and for faithfully 
executing the fugitive slave law, as our Fathers intended. I went as 
far as the farthest to effect an honorable compromise, and would then 

have accepted the Crittenden resolutions for the sake of peace, fore- 

seeing as I thought I did, the terrible conflict that would ensue, in 
case of a resort to arms. New facts have since developed which 
have entirely changed my mind* I am now for war in its sternest 
and most terrible aspect; so terrible that before it all ordinary ter¬ 


rors shall tremble and quake. Motives of true humanity dictate 
severity. The enemies of the Government can only be 

the quicker, and more overwhelming that terror 
Government will be vindicated, and the war cease. 








er 



come up 


■* 

The Administration has changed its policy. The 

the full exercise of the powers the receat 

If he fails or falters, the 
owners of this Government, will put some 
their will. We must dash to 







who w 









brass and feet of clay,” 

their utter 




followers, and 





Hm 


4 

spelt that has bound them ; and these deluded, 

come to regard ogr gqvpj-nment as omnipotent, g 
and seek shelter beneath its F)ag. Such will. fie 
feet qf tha.t sort of actioji, ifpon f. he if ignorant a 

“ r 1 

whilst tije oppgsite course, the cqurse heretofore 
pigistrgtion, only confirms the leading traitors ip 
fluncj assgrged superiority, establishes pore firmly 



















The 


and assgrged sgperiority, establishes igore firply their infallibility ip 
3 the minds of their delq<Jed followers, and brings the Government god 
Jioyal army iqtg gqiversqJi contempt. 

The people have decreed that the fgture policy shall be ffff fifQtec- 

# 

fion . bgt death and gtfer destruction to all premeditated traitors, 
whether open qr disggised,. Seize and confiscate everything belong¬ 
ing to then), tq support the Government and army, apd remunerate 
loyal met). 

Thus stands the work you are cglled upon to help finish, the vast- 

* » 

Jy superior means and resggrees qf the Government, and th§ policy 
that is to govern future action. 

Nor has qgr great and good mother as yet corrinfatpded yog to come 
|to her aid. although she might with justice demand it qf all her 

■ m> 

children, considering ho\y milch she has done for them. But with 
her accustomed benevolence she entreats yog to come, and at the 
same time offers to pay your board and travelling expenses from the 
time of enlistment, $13 with $3,50 for clothing—6,50 per month; 
jliioo bounty, $25 qf which with $13 of first month's wages—$38 
she pays in advance; and the balance of* the cash bounty, $75 and 




160 acres p£ land at $r >?5 P er . acr £ the Government price—$200 
you will receive when honorably discharged, and in case of deatl 
these bognties, apd any wa^es in arrear, go to your family or lega 
representatives. This is equal to $jqo a year, or forty-one dollar 
and 66 2-3 cents a month, and foupd in everything except clothing- 
assuming the Rebellion to be crushed it) one year from the time o 

Besides, our soldiers are better clothed and equipped, better fe< 

m » 

and housed, better doctored and nursed, and better cared for in ever 

# » «- * * * • 

respect, than the soldiers of any other government in ancient or mod 
ern times. Not only our own citizens but foreigners attest to thi 







f * » 


* * * " 


But you must bear m mind that if you disregard 
bounties, she can be as terrible in the exercise of ht 






9 




166 





will 
and com 





























beneficent in her entreaties. She will draft 

feel who 

without any bounty of either 
patriotism, gratitude, or in 
or respect of his government, 
always loves and adores 
of your gallant volunteer comrades upon 
desolate indeed must be his he 


noble 
fie' 

supposed to possess any. 1 entreat you, my young 

own peace of mind, honor, and 
suffer it No man with an American heart will suffer it ■ 

You should also remember that it is to sustain our bravte 
men who have volunteered before you, and to guard and 
vast tracts of country, cities, towns, forts, and arsenals that 
valor has already conquered from the enemy, you are wanted 
for now. 

You should also remember that the land, which we have been 

accustomed in former days derisively to call “sacred,” has now be¬ 
come so indeed by the graves of those we loved. Shall their deaths 
go unavenged ? Shall the land that holds their cherished forms, and 
which has drank, and become fattened with their precious blood, pass 
forever under the rule of Traitors, who will desecrate their graves, 
mock and jeer, as has been their savage custom, over their sacred 
relics 1 The spirits of the recent heroic dead, the spirits of the 
great Founders and former Defenders of the Republic, oppressed 
humanity everywhere, and God himself —ail watching our every 
thought and action in this great crisis —forbid it I and the Goddess of 
Liberty, hunted from every other spot by accursed tyrants, if we 
suffer her to be driven from this, the last of her earthly temples— 

to heaven, and bid farewell forever, to earth and to 


will take 



man i 


The Almighty ha$ placed the amplest means in our 

great ends. Shall 7 ve prove craven 
conceived his immense scheme of 


The enemy, 





ruin 




can never 




the Archfiend, in ambition, in a 
a like fate. He has practised 
, human and divine, in sustainin 
reached his highest 

except through 
wave from 














thousand will give 
foresees the consequence, 

States, by such emissaries 
their like to prevent it. Shall 
month the chance for 7 






anion; 


supply the deficiency. Be quick 
enroll your names among the brave and 
of the American Union. That great 
unteers, which will also bear your names, will 
Archives of the nation, and cherished as sacre 






country, as the Declaration of Independence; and the 
it bears will become as immortal. Those on the one as 






, and those on the other as the Preservers, of American Li 



The desire, then, of large pecuniary gain with true Glory and Hon¬ 
or, instead of shame and disgrace; of a speedy and complete vindica¬ 
tion of the best government the sun ever shone on ;• of inflicting 
condign punishment upon the blackest of traitors, and avenging the 
blood of fallen brothers and heroes, with the perpetuation of civ 1 
and religious liberty to man on earth—invite you to enroll your names 
now. Yout cannot be deaf to all these appeals. 


West Virginia, no less than Ohio, furnished promptly the quota 
assigned for her, of the 300,000 additional troops. 


The second Tuesday of December following (being the 9th), the 
Senate Bill that passed that Body the July previous, became the or¬ 
der of the day in the House at Washington. On that same day 
Legislature of the re-organized Government of Virginia at W 
that was so averse to annexing a gradual Emancipation clause 




consent 
fol 




ft * 



natives in 



May before, being convened in extra session 
resolution, copies of which were sent to 
tress: 








the admission. 





requesting the House of Repre 
take up and pass without amendment 
the State of West Virginia, 

10th of July last. Passed 











That 



issue 




the greatest anxiety 
movement for a new 





we earn 



* 










fcritise of grattilafiOfi to the ffiends 

# 

f ^eleventh hour/’ like some Virginia Cort 

A jdst sense of the situation, and importance 

* • 

The lion. Wiuliam G. Brown opened the Debate 
and lucid statement of the material facts. A lively 
sued, in which Messrs. Conway of Kansas, Daw'es of Massachusetts, 

Segar of Virginia,- ahd Crittenden of Kentucky, were the principal 

♦ 

speakers, in opposition.- The main objection urged by the firsts 
at that early day with Mr. Stevens and a few others, had 





the theory of State annihilation—was, that all State Government in 

« * 

Virginia had ceased, and she had become simply Federal territory. 


The others contended that the Legislature at Wheeling that had con¬ 
sented to the erection of a New State, was not the constitutional Leg- 

< * * 

islature of Virginia—as only a. minority of her People had a voice in 

■ w 

fe-organizing the Government; and that the glorious Old Dominion 
ought not to be divided under such circumstances. 

The principal speakers in favor,- besides Mr. BroWn, were Messrs. 
Blau* of Virginia, Colfax of Indiana,- Stevens of Pennsylvania, Ed¬ 
wards of New Hampshire, Olin of New York, Sheffield of Rhode 
Island, Noel of Missouri, Maynard of Tennessee, Hutchins 
Bingham of Ohio — the latter having charge of the Bill. 

The Debate Continued for two days; but as I have given only the 

points of objection by the opposition* I shall give only the remarks 

Bingham* who closed the debate* with the fesult; 

to the Congressional Globe of 1862-3 from 

the arguments pro and con. Whoever 

the arguments and facts adduced oh 

*- 

wonder at the result. 











page 













have 


me, Mr. Speaker, that if the 

* * 

assumed by some 
ea this bill with great 
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vanish at once. 






has more 






assumed in this 
was once the State of Virginia 
United States, within the limits 
this House of all constitutional 













an 






admission of a new State organized 
man in the American Congress 
place ana say tnat before the people of any Territory 
States can organize and establish a Constitution and form 
ment, preparatory to admission into the Union as a State, 
ling act” of Congress is necessary. There are too many 
resented upon this floor, and in the Union to-day, which were orj 
ized into States and admitted as such by Congress without the author- 
of any enabling act, to admit of any such position being maintain¬ 
ed in this House. If no State formed or organized within the Terri¬ 
tory of the United States, could be admitted into the Union without 
the previous authority of an “enabling act,” what becomes to-day of 
the Representatives upon this floor, and upon the floor of the Senate, 
from the State of Michigan ? There was no enabling act there. The 
people, in the exercise of their inherent power to form their own 
local government, organized for themselves within that Territory a 
form of State government, by the adoption of a written Constitution, 
sent it to the Congress of the United States for their approval, and 
which approval was all that was needful to give full and legal effect 
to their act. 

“The whole question which has been brought into this debate touch- 





necessity of an “enabling act” was, upon the application 
an for admission into the Union as a new State, ably discussed 
and fully and carefully considered in the Twenty-Fourth Con 
There 






on that occasion, if 1 recollect aright, 

General that no such act was needful 

/ 

Tennessee, which had been admitted as a new 
an “enabling act.” The question was 

House and the Senate, and, 














vote was taken upon it whether 
admitted into the Union without a 
will consult the record 








is upon the admission 

a very strong nu 










State 



m 





for themselves 
to admission as 
act.*' This right 
them by Congress than can 
e this right is inherent in the people 

was admitted as a new 




and 





objection that there was no “enabling act. 











again 

further in this connection, and remark 
the State of Michigan, while it was yet a T 

and before admission by Congress into the 
a State, the Constitution which the people had adopted was 
operation; the people under it organized their courts of justice, 
assumed to exercise, and did exercise, the highest powers of 
eignty—the powers of legislation. Congress, by the act of admis¬ 
sion, gave effect not only to their Constitution, but, by relation, gave 
legal effect and validity to all that had been done by that people 
under their new Constitution. With such a precedent unchallenged 
to this clay no further word need be said in support of the proposi¬ 
tion for which I contend, that the people of any Territory of the 
United States may, without an enabling act of Congress, frame for 
themselves a Constitution and State Government, and be thereby, 
with the consent of Congress, admitted as a State into the Union. 

“What, then, becomes of the objection to the admission of the new 

State of West Virginia, because there was no enabling act, if, as the 

objector asserts, Virginia is to-day only a Territory? Why, sir, if 
Virginia is only a United States Territory, it results that the people 
of that Territory, who apply for admission into the Union under 
Constitution adopted by themselves, are exercising only the 

a right which no man can question. If the fact be 
the only question for this House to determine 
whether it is Constitutional, but is it expedient to grant 

i, and thereby give effect and validity to their 

of the argument, so far as the 
involved, if we adopt the assumption 
but a Territ >rv of the United States. 

















by the 



proper, before proceeding to consider the weij 
have been raised here, to notice 
from the Accomac district 


His argument, in my 
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was a 

assembled a Constitutional Legis 





* 


in the 






that these bodies are 

* 

the Constitutional Legislature of the 






gtnta 
as it 
or rejection 
ed new 










at Wheeling, then it 
, for the action of the people 
this Constitution, and the organization 
within the limits of Virginia. And yet 
further on in his speech, came to the conclusion that 
body at Wheeling was informal; that it was unconstitutional; 
was tyrannical and oppressive; and he asks this House 

between the outraged people of Virginia and this 
A Constitutional Legislature who, by a Constitutional act, authorized 
the people to vote for or against a Constitution framed by their 
delegates to enable them, if they see fit, to organize for themselves 
a new State, and to petition the Congress of the United States for i 
admission into the Union, a tyrannical body 1 

“it is the first time I have ever heard a Representative upon this 
floor venture so far as to say that an act authorized by the Federal 
Constitution, and within the express reserved rights of the people of 
every State, is an act of tyranny. The gentleman says that in the 
Convention which convened the Legislature of Virginia, eleven of 
the Counties within the proposed State were not represented. What 
of that ? Does the gentleman mean to say that it makes invalid all 
that has been done under that Convention ? Let him remember, if 
he pleases, when he makes an argument of that sort, that that Con¬ 
vention, which was an original act of sovereignty of the people 
selves in Virginia, appointed the very Governor of Virginia 
whose proclamation he ventured to become a candidate for 
this House, and under whose certificate he ventured to 

for admission. He cannot be allowed to blow 
upon a question of this sort If the Convention 
appointment of a Governor was 
for the election, under which the gentleman 
seat, was also invalid. The election proclamation 
font, if I recollect the record .aright, was issued 

were permitted to speak by ballot on 

should be their executive or 





















itself that appointed 
the gentleman was 
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e 



stands 









other objection In the 
an argument—-which I desire 
not a sufficient number of votes 
House in concluding that this Constitution 
It is the first time, I may be permitted 



m 












any man say that the neglect or 
part of those duly qualified to vote invalidates an election 

is legal. If that were so, then it would be 
people in the State of Virginia, as long as these rebels 
rebels, to reassert their rights. As to the way in 
the minority may assert their rights against a majority of rebels, 
shall have something to say hereafter. 



for 






“If the gentleman honestly entertains the view of the subject which 
he has expressed, and to which I have just referred, that an election 
legally held is made invalid because the great majority of the voters 
choose not to attend and vote, then with what propriety did the 
gentleman come here from a district in which there are fifteen or 
twenty thousand voters, backed by the pitiful vote of only twenty- 
five citizens, and ask a seat upon this floor ? (Laughter.) A man 
capable of playing that role might be capable of betraying in his 
* place, after he is admitted, the reserved rights of the people whom 
he represents. 


“Mr. Speaker, I come now to the other question that has been 
raised in this debate. No one could be more surprised than I was 
see the venerable gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Crittenden, 
upon whose head time, with its frosty fingers, has scattered the 

than seventy winters, and who, for nearly half a 
service, has had so much of opportunity to learn 
theory of our Government, come here and ignore its very 

; and that, too, in the teeth of his own 






ances made no longer ago than at the last session 



He uttered 




tion of 




truth at the last session, in 
people of Virginia, when he said 
to re-organize their State 

It has always been 
the American 
every 




was an or- 












ioor 
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to be by virtue 
they have not surrendered 
they would, and which 
is not a man familiar 





knows the fact that 
formed and ratified by the 
effect in direct violation of 
between the several States of the Confederacy. By 
Let him who is called “the father of the Constitution” 










Constitution was on trial for its deliverance 
American people, the enemies of that great instrument pointed 
fact that if it were adopted, it would be adopted in direct contraven¬ 
tion of the written compact of perpetual union between the thirteen 
States ; because it was provided in the instrument itself that the rati¬ 
fication of nine States, no matter if every man in the four remaining 
States protested against it, should give effect to the instrument, and 
make it the supreme law, to the entire exclusion of every provision 
of the Confederation within the limits of the States adopting i%, The 
question was asked, how can you abrogate the compact without the 
consent of all the parties to it ? What was the answer to this ques¬ 
tion given by M adison, and addressed to the listening people of all 
the States of the Confederacy who were about to pronounce judg¬ 
ment upon the Constitution ? He said : 

“The question is answered at once by recurring to the absolute ne¬ 
cessity of the case, to the great principle of self-preservation, to the 
transcendent law of nature and of nature’s God, which declares 
the safety and happiness of society are the objects at which 
institutions aim, and to which all such institutions must be sacrii 
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“There is nothing in the Federal Constitution to 
this right of self-preservation in the people ; nor is 
that instrument that is pontravened by this action 
Virginia, Need I stand here to argue that there 
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States ? 


Constitution was made 







—not by the grant of 
of the people themselves, 
have never surrendered, and which they can nev 
truer utterance was ever made on the floor of the 
than that of 
any State 
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Mr. Benton, when he said 
alter and amend their Constitution 


consulting anybody outside of the State. 

Mr. Dawes. Provided it be republican. 

‘ “Mr. Bingham. Certainly, provided it be republican, 
that limitation. And provided further, if you please, that it 
contravene any of the guarantees of the American Constitution 
citizens of the United States, or any of the restrictions upon the 
States. I agree that there are limitations imposed by the Constitu¬ 
tion beyond which the people of a State may not go ; but I am 
speaking of the power of the people in the States to re-organize their 
State governments at pleasure, always in subordination to, but not by 
grant of, the Federal Constitution. My position is, this power is in¬ 
herent in the people, and does not exist by virtue of grants of the 
Constitution. It k a right in the people themselves. We come now 
to the great point in discussion here. Who constitute the State of 
Virginia ? I beg leave here to thank my friend from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Dawes) for suggesting what was essential to the line of my ar¬ 
gument. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens) said the 
majority of the citizens of the United States within any State are 
State. I agree to that, sir, subject to this limitation, that the majori- 
act in subordination to the Federal Constitution, and to the rights 




of every citizen of the United States guaranteed thereby. 



when 










tion of 



sir, the majority of the people of any State are 

organize treason against the Government, and 

the rights of its citizens. The people of a 

, * 

Government. It is essential to their 

jr 

stands in this country, and by the 
of this Government, there 
of a mere private citizen 
conviction, and to judgment, 
law of the State. Your 

















cognizance of the crime 


















to ask, can the minority 

* 

majority cbmmitting treason, and 
Federal Government, be 
protection, under State laws, in 
even against the hand of the assassin ? 
to argue such a question as that with intelligent 
say, that if the majority of the people of Vir 
as I believe they have, the State is in the loyal 
am not alone in that opinion. I repeat, where the 
rebels in arms, the minority are the State; that t 

» 

in that event, have a right to administer the laws, and main¬ 
tain the authority of the State Government, and to that end to elect 
a State Legislature and Executive, by which they may call upon the 
Federal Government for protection “against domestic violence,’* 
according to the express guarantee of the Constitution. To deny 
this proposition is to say that when the majority in any State revolt 
against the laws, both State and Federal, and deny 1 and violate all 
ights of the minority, that however numerous the minority may be, 

it , 

the State Government can never be re-organized, nor the Tights of 
the minority protected thereby' so long as a majority are in the re¬ 
volt In such an event, the majority, being rebels, must submit to 

" 1 f * 

the law of the minority, if enforced by the whole power of the Na¬ 
tional Government. That is no new idea, even. It is as old as the 
Constitution. I ask gentlemen to refer to that remarkable letter of 
Federalist, addressed by Mr. Madison to the American pcoj 
wherein he discusses the fourth section of the fourth article of 
Constitution of the United States, to wit: 

“The United States shall guarantee to every Stale in the Union 

form of government, and shall protect each 
invasion; and on application of the Legislature 
Executive, when the Legislature cannot be convened,) a 
mestic 

man had been gifted with the vision 
own native hills of Virginia, 
that a majority of the people 
sweep away the rights 
ivileges as citizens of the 
adison says: 
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formed as we 


or a 


ought, in 







icit combinations, for 
majority of a State as 
same State ? And if the authority 
latter case, to protect the local magistracy 

, in the former, to support 







“That is 


the question here to-day. 
condition of things in Virginia. The majority have 
When 


Representatives whom they had elected, who were r 












the existing Constitution of Virginia, as well as by 
Constitution, to take an oath to support the Constitution 
United States, went to Richmond, joined in this conspiracy, 

hand of treason and rebellion against the Government, foreswore 
themselves, and, in short, entered into a deliberate article of bargain 
and sale with Alexander H. Stephens, Vice President of the 
ern Confederacy, transferring the State of Virginia to that Confed¬ 
eracy, they surrendered all right to represent any part of the people 
of Virginia; as a Legislature they utterly disqualified themselves to 
execute that trust. But, sir, what are we told ? According to the 
logic of some gentlemen, it would seem that because the Legislature 
at Richmond turned traitors, because every man of them, except 
those few who escaped for their lives from that doomed city—as I 
trust it is a doomed city—joined in this red-handed rebellion, there* 
fore the people could have no legislation. I appeal to the imnrtorta^ 
words of the Declaration in refutation of that conclusion. “The 
legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the 
people at large for their exercise.” No matter, sir, who turns traitor, 
the legislative powers are incapable of annihilation. Now, what but 
this power remained to the people of Virginia ? Their Governor 
Legislature had turned traitor. You say that no 
Could be had under the Constitution of Virginia without a 








Governor, in vacation, or without a writ 
sued by the Legislature. What was to be done ? 

remained with the loyal people of that State to 
create a provisional government, which 
23d day of 











m • 


by an on 
and place 



, 1861, the people of the State 
Convention of the people themselves, met 

the existing law of that 


« * 












majority of those 

, took the 
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oath of treason against the Government of the 


gentlemen who make 



came 



remark that these 


re at all. The ori 




what 








i, that only those who were 
Legislature of the State. I 
argument. 1 say that the ultimate power 
“which of these bodies is the 
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is in the Congress of the United States. 

the State? Although they were literall 
under the amended Constitution of Virginia, (adopted in i 

of the State, nevertheless i say that it is 

Congress to say—and it is not only competent, but it is the 
live duty of Congress to say—-that not a man of them who refused to 

oath prescribed by the Federal Constitution, and who took 
of that treasonable conspiracy at Richmond, ever became 
a member of the Legislature of the State of Virginia. Who then 
are the Legislature of Virginia ? Only those who qualify in pur¬ 
suance of the requirements of the ordinance of the people them¬ 
selves, by taking the oath prescribed by the Federal Constitution, and 
by the Virginia Constitution. If those gentlemen had chosen to ob¬ 
serve that form they might have constituted a majority of the Legis- 
lature; but they did not do it, either at Wheeling or at Richmond. 
They violated the Constitution of their own State, as well as the 
Federal Constitution, when they went to Richmond and took the 
oath of treason. 

“Now, who are the judges of this matter ? I intend, if I can, to 
strip from every member of this House all attempts to disguise his 
^risibility here. I am not going to quarrel with good friends if 
with me as to final conclusions, but I am not going to 
here and allow the Representatives of the people, on a 
magnitude, to shirk their responsibility. I say it 
contradiction, because it has been affirmed 
















this Government, Legislative, Executive and Judicia 

the storm of revolution shakes the 


I 









Union, the ultimate and final arbiter 



who constitu 











Legislative and Executive Government 

trust of sovereignty, is 

or the President acting by authority of an act 

* 

of Luther and Durden 
ativc of the people, and 
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Rhode 









and there 
uther brought 
Circuit Court of the United 
charged the defendant in 
residence, which every man 
He charged in his declaration 
and entered his house, but went 
garret to cellar, in search of his person 
violated, if you please, his sacred right of domicile. 

“Now, I may be pardoned for reminding gentleman here 

known to the citizen, under the American law, or 




m 






















of any country beneath the sun where the principles 
common law obtain, which is looked upon as more sacred than 
right of domicile. You know that by the common law it is 
sacred that he who invades it without the leave of the owner, 
especially menacingly, is not entitled to the benefit of the rule that 
the party whom he assails must flee to the wall, but he may suffer 
instant death, and the owner is justified before the law, because his 
hearth-stone is not to be violated by a malicious intruder against his 
protest and against his consent. There was a strong case against 
defendant on that record if he had not justified the act. But he did 
justify—and how ? Rhode Island had been in revolution. Two op¬ 
posing governments had been in operation. Who was to decide 
which was the lawful government ? They first said that the Courts 
were to decide. They asked the Courts of Rhode Island to sit in 
judgment upon the question whether the government under which 
they held their commission was a government at all. The Chief 
J ustice of the United States, with bitter irony and sarcasm, remarked 
he did not “see how the question could be tried and 
a State court;” for that, whenever they arrived at the 
;overnment to which they owed their existence was 
ment at all, the court itself ceased to be a court, and 

judgment. The breath of life would 
This action, however, for trespass, was 
Circuit Court for the district of 

s, by their plea, justified the 
engaged in insurrection, 








nounce 











at the State was, by 
martial law; and that defendants 

command of their 










lid 



The plaintiff 


own proper 


case 




which the plaintiff was 
Rhode Island ? 

ly came up to the Supreme Court 
Justice (Taney) in delivering 
question, and that the decision 




Federal Executive, under the authority of Congress, was 

He also said the power to decide the 









governments in a State is the true government is i 

“That decision amounts to just this, and that is what gives i 
ance to it in the discussion of -this question : if the Congress of t 
United States solemnly decide, as they are the ultimate arbiter 
political question, that the people of Western Virginia "have no 
right to maintain the government which they have established, and 
tinder which they have made this new Constitution, and apply here 
for admission, they thereby decide that it is void. All that remains 

m 

is for the Executive to follow your example, and leave that people to 
their fate. 

“What is the effect of such a decision by Congress and the Ex¬ 
ecutive 2 It is to bind your own judiciary to hold the legislation of 
that people for the protection of their lives and property void. Von 

bind the judiciary of the State itself. You bind everybody 
who is appointed to execute the laws within that State. 
While you pretend to be for the Constitution as it is, you say 
to this people, that inasmuch as they are in a minority, and inasmuch 
the majority have taken up arms against the Government of 
United States and of the State of Virgiaia, they are without the 
tection of local State law; that their representatives duly elected 
not and cannot be called the Legislature of Virginia. 

have said enough to satisfy the gentlemen 
kindness to attend to what I have said, that 

the 











the State 


niune 


appeal 


upon 






Wheeling, Virginia, 

ia; and that it remains with you alone 
be or not. If you affirm that it 
decision. I am ready, for one 

that I do recognize, in 










of a minority in a 
Federal Constitution, both 

the Legislature as? 
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ature of the State ; that it had 
tate of Virginia; and 



assent 




.n 



me’ whether a majority of the counties 


by reason 
and S: 










treason, to co-operate in 
that Legislature. On the 
the proposed State, to which that body 
me to know there is a sufficient number 
limits of the proposed State to maintain 
overnment, and entitle them to Federal 







a State 

That is the only rule heretofore recognized by Congress in 

new States duly organized. 

may be urged here that this Legislature, before assenting to 
the division of the State, should have met at Richmond. It is 







ly worth while to follow out such an argument. Gentlemen might 

well allege that if the forces of the rebellion took possession of 
capital, the American Congress could not meet and lawfully exercise 
its functions in Philadelphia. I do not expect to argue any such 
question, I undertake to assert that the power exists —that there is 
nothing either in the Constitution of the United States, or 
in the laws of the United States, to make invalid the 
meeting of Congress elsewhere within the limits of the Re¬ 
public than the city of Washington. If you assert the contrary con¬ 
clusion, then all Jefferson Davis has to do in order to annihilate 
the legislative power of the Government is to take possession of this 
capital. I am not ready so to stultify myself. 

“Now, this Legislature of Virginia has passed an act, in due form of 
, assenting to the erection of a new State within the limits of 
State; that is all which is required by the Constitution of the 
States on the part of the State of Virginia. It remains to 
mined then whether Congress will grant its consent. 

“This State, which it is proposed to admit into the Union, 
times as large in territorial extent as the State of 







has an area of 24,000 square miles, and a free 
The 





Congress 




comes up whether the Congress 
grant the prayer of the 

new State upon the Constitution 
be amended ? 
the other side who 






new 


. Segar,) says 
were eleven countie 












Well, there were 

not informed us how 
that there is a return 




the Constitution in the form as it 



must 





500, in round numbers, cast 
at the time this vote was taken a 
ation were in arms, protecting the frontiers 
this armed rebellion. Yes, sir, my friend tells 
regiments, in other words, 17,000 men, 





field 



That objection is easily answered, however; for it is expressly 
in the Senate bill, which is now before the House for con- 
that the new State shall not be organized nor the Consti¬ 
tution adopted until there shall be another election by the people. 
They will have an opportunity then to vote it down. You give it the 
sanction of law by passing the Senate bill, which provides that it 
shall not take effect until an election be held, and that the Constitu¬ 
tion as amended by this bill shall be ratified by the people. They 
will then have an opportunity to determine, by ballot, whether they 
will come into the Union as a free State, or whether they will remain 
in the State ot Virginia as now organized. I submit that I am jus¬ 
tified in saying that the objection raised by the gentleman from Vir¬ 
ginia falls to the ground, unless he is indeed unwilling to trust the 
people. That is precisely the difference between him and myself. 
I have an abiding confidence in the people, and that confidence shall 
remain unshaken until that sad day comes, which I trust never will 
come, when a majority of the people in every State shall imitate 
bad example of a majority of the people of the State of Virgini 
That would indeed be a calamity for which our matchless 
lion provides no remedy, and for which “no possible Constitution can 

The people will then have consented 
national suicide and self-destruction. 

I have confidence in the people that I 









send 









among 



I want to see them vote on it, 
leghanies to the beautiful waters of the Ohio 

know something of their 
thousand of them in Convention 
purpose of holding up the arm of 

and rebellion. I 

friends of free 
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you pass 




Constitution now 
evidence in that instrument 

it be urged that this 
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ture 



, is without a precedent, I beg 
a precedent There is scarcely 
the Congress of the United States 
without conditions annexed, and 
of which by the people of the 
not come into the Union. 

The question has been asked, is it expedient to 

7 














it expedient to unite the people of that 
man in support of the Government ? Is it expedient to give 
and legality to the acts of her lawful Legislature ? That is an im¬ 
portant question for us to consider. I trust that all men in favor of 
liberty regulated by law, will say that it is expedient for the American 
Congress, if possible, to sanction their action and give force to their 
laws. I fear that the chief objection, at last, to the organization of 
this new State, and to its admission into the Union, however gentle¬ 
men may disguise their thoughts, and shrink from a manly avowal of 
them, is not that there is any Constitutional objection to it —-that there 
is anything inexpedient in it, when you take into consideration the 
whole interests of the whole people of the Republic— but simply that 
it is an inroad, which will become permanent and enduring if you 
pass this bill, into that ancient Bastile of slavery out of which has 
come this wild, horrid conflict of arms which stains this distracted 
of ours this day with the blood of her children. 

have no doubt—I have no authority from any of their 
sentatives to say it—but I have no doubt from what I know 
people, that if you give them die authority by passing this bill, that 

not only ratify this Constitution, but that they will 
accept the terms of the President's emancipation proc 
believe that many moons will not come and go before 

Virginia will stand amongst the free 















ern 








about the general sense of the 
that if this bill passes in its 
born there after the 4th day of July 

esteem liberty as above 
to be able to secure 
, though he 



















our free institutions—freedom 
Without this men, may as wel 



Under 




slavery 
shall 




have 

every 



bill, it is provided that no person 
next shall be a slave ; that 
limits of that State under the 










age of twenty-one, and all 
age of twenty-five years. 


over 

God 





that this House had the courage to 
being should be free now and forevermore 





given me 
majority in that respect. 






I 







, upon the adoption of the Constitution, 
time, to have offered an amendment to the bill, but 

I choose to follow the express wil 




“If I could not give liberty to-day to all the slaves in Virginia. I 
consider it my duty to give liberty ultimately, as this hill does, to 
nine tenths of the slaves within that St^te, and to forbid the increase 
of slavery therein in the great hereafter. I think he would be a poor 
Representative of free men and free institutions who would stand 
here and say, upon an occasion like this, that because he could not 
secure liberty to every slave within the State, therefore he would re¬ 
fuse liberty to nine tenths of them, especially when he lias the oppor¬ 
tunity at the same moment to declare that no person born within the 
limits of that State after the next anniversary of our independence 
shall be held as a slave. 



“I trust, then, the bill will pass; I trust it will pass, as I said be¬ 
fore, because I have an abiding confidence in the people themselves, 
they not only will ratify what you will do, but speedily avail 
ves in their legislation of the opportunity presented to 
by the President’s proclamation to inaugurate immediate or 
emancipation for every slave within the State. 






Legislature, 


wi 



admit 




pass this bill, and if they attempt, by 

adopt the emancipation policy of the 
argument thrown back into your faces 
the State, and has no power 
the President of the United States; 
to repudiate it. Pledge yoursel 
ature oi the State, and upon 


their 














course, once admi 
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question ; and when the new 
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nia shall accept the 
proclamation of the 2 
Constitutionality of the act wi 
silenced or not, there will stand 
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se to give validity to their 
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“The Speaker. The hour of two o’clock having ; 





T 


order of the House, and the question recurs 
of the bill. 


was ordered to be read a third time ; and it 
read the third time. 







“Mr. WicKLiFFK. I call for the yeas and nays upon the 
of the bill. 



“ The yeas and nays were ordered. 

* 

“The question was put; and it was decided in the affirmative 
yeas 96, nays 55 ; as follows : 

“Yeas— Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, 
Bingham, Jacob B. Blair, S. S. Blair, Blake, Wm. G. Brown, Buffing¬ 
ton, Burnham, Campbell, Casey, Chamberlain, Clark, Clements, Col¬ 
fax, Frederick A. Conkling, Covode, 'Cutler, Davis, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Samuel C. Fessenden, Thom¬ 
as A. D. Fessenden, FranChot, Frank, Goodwin, Gurley, Haight, 
Hale, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Killinger, Lansing, Lehman, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, McKnight, McPherson, Maynard, Mitchell, 
Moorhead, Anson P, Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Noell, 
Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John 
Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Shef¬ 
field, Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens 

Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck 
, Wall, Washburne, Whaley, Albert S. 

Windom, and Worcester—96. 

essrs. William J. Allen, Alley, 

Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Cox, C 





















Delaplaine, Diven, 

, Holman, Johnson, 
Morris, Noble, Norton, 
Richardson, Robinson, James 
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William G. 


Thomas, 


ran 


rain 



ickliffe, Wright, and 





the roll, Mr. Dawes stated that he 
with Mr. Walton, who would have v 
affirmative, while he should have voted in the negative. 

stated that his colleague, Mr. 












sent on account of sickness in his family. 

. Bingham moved to reconsider the vote by which 
; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 

“The latter motion was agreed to .’ 1 




We received little active aid from Massachusetts in either 
House. They seemed to be sore at the remarks published in the 
Boston Courier , in December, i860. Senator Wilson rudely re¬ 
pulsed myself and friends, though he subsequently voted in our favor. 


Spy, spoke 
no General 


Many of her papers, however, especially the Worcester 
very kindly and decidedly in our favor. There was 
Butler representing her in Congress at that time. 

The bill thee went into the President’s hands for approval or 

veto. The opponents followed it there with unabated zeal. Many 
of the papers said Mr. Lincoln would veto it. He required the 
views of each of his Cabinet, then in Washington, to be given in 
writing. Messrs. Seward, Chase and Stanton, the brains of the 
Cabinet, expressed themselves strongly in our favor; while Messrs. 
Welles, Blair and Bates, (the latter still adhering to the views 

in his letter to Mr. Ritchie, in 1861) expressed 
—Mr. Harlan being absent. Numerically, therefore 
President received no aid from his Constitutional advisers 
could 


appreciate the arguments and reasons given, 
then, to the honest, hard sense, and wisdom of Abraham 
that we are indebted for the new State ; for if he 

hoped to command a two-thirds vote 

The Hon. Jacob B. Blair seems to have been 















situation 
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time, and his efforts 
effect, I have 
ivate business, at 
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1 





next mornin 


situation, 1 

called on Mr. Blair that 
come from the President, who 
receive a New Year's 

















the morning, Mr. Blair, as he 
Presidential mansion before the doors 



, met the President, who had 


cai 

went in at a 

went immediately to a drawer, took out, and showed 
with his signature affixed—as the New Year's gift he 

the simplicity and joyousness of a child, 
has done its duty, and gratified a friend. 1 soon after 




left 




The 14th of February following Mr. Carlisle introduced 
lowing in the Senate: 




“AN ACT 

Supplemental to the act entitled “An Act for the admission of the 
State of West Virginia into the Union and for other purposes 
approved December 31st, 1862. 


u Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America , in Congress Assembled , That the procla 
mation authorized by the second section of the act entitled “An Act 
for the admission of the State of West Virginia into the Union and 
for other purposes/' approved December 31st, 1862, shall not be 
issued by the President until after the following counties in said act, 
viz: Boone, Logan, Wyoming, Mercer, McDowell, Pocahontas, 

Raleigh, Greenbrier, Monroe, Pendleton, Fayette, Nicholas and 
now in the possession of the so called Confederate Government, 




over 



the restored Government of the State of Virginia 




been extended or expressed, have voted on and 
tions contained in said act 





“Sec. 2 


not 



And be it further enacted, That said 

the conditions of said act shall 









, after an opportunity to vote 
voters in each of the counties 
issued if it shall be made 






evidence that the 

canvassed 





have 
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presence 



re to 







exercise of the right of 




lx was 





Its title and referred to the Judiciary 








adversely, February 26 Mr. 
bill be taken up and considered, 
refused by the following vote: 




"Mr. Sherman, Before the vote is taken I desire to say that my 
colleague (Mr. Wade) is detained at his lodgings by illness. That 
will explain his absence on several votes, 

"The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 12, 
nays 28; as follows: 

"Yeas—M essrs. Bayard, Carlisle, Davis, Kennedy, Latham, 
Nesmith, Powell, Rice, Richardson, Saulsbury, Turpie, and Wilson 

of Missouri—12, 

"Nays—M essrs. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harding, Harris, 
Hicks, Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, 
Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wilkinson, Willey, Wilmot, 
and Wilson of Massachusetts—28. 

"So the Senate refused to consider the bill.” 


Mr. Carlisle and his confederates continued to push 



# m 







the new State, until he stood in the Senate supported 
eleven rebel sympathizers, it would seem. 


of previous summons by the Commissioners, 
Convention re-assembled the 18th of February, 1863, to 

emancipation clause. The opposition 
view of the unanimous expression 
gradual emancipation clause, by their i 

the action of Congress and 
new State in 


assent of the 


But after referring 


greatly 






some 
ment was 













cone 

nnent 






f§ 



passed 
had 


already 

United States Supreme Court 

and Jefferson counties 





Amend 









came 




shape, to monopolize the offices in 
absorbing question with them, then. 
sarily absent, the Hon. A. D. Soper, 
was elected President. Senator Willey appeared 
opened the proceedings by a long speech, containing 
dorsement and recommendation of the ideas and 












been proclaiming and contending for during the‘past 
year; but which he and his confederates had persistently 
and ignored, both in, and out of the Convention, and Congress, 
these sentiments, I think, none dissented; though some, I know, 
were conversant with antecedent facts, gauged, and weighed, 
man. This speech was printed and widely circulated, at the State’s 
expense, I think, and helped much, to secure to him the honor and 
emoluments of the “Willey Amendment!” The opposition moved 
that the Convention had the power, and should ratify only, upon 
condition loyal slave owners were compensated for the pecuniary 
sacrifice it would occasion, or that the Convention should simultan¬ 
eously pass a Resolution declaring it the duty of the Legislature to 
make such compensation. The motion was warmly discussed. In 
the course of which I submitted the following remarks: 









man 




The repeated definition by members of their position, in 
measure under consideration, admonish me to 
I will briefly do. In answer to the suggestion of 
Kanawha, Mr. Ruffner, that he considered 
and settled last winter by the clause already 
[ would say, that I voted for that clause 

my firm conviction it would 


same time 


gxess, and secure our admission. That that body wou 

States out of one. 



mine : 










have 




new State, and have been 
to get it No man 
the end without using 






a new 














use the obvious 



means to 




the acts of such 







now 



majority of 





um down as an anti-nev 
>f the Convention erred i 
iencv of the clause. Bui 









err, and 
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sufficient 





t to remind others of failings 1 am 
consciousness of having been in 
t to all honorable minds, without b 
1 had seen fit to revive what its fi 








tenzed at the time as a compromise in a manner to unplj 
my acquiescence, I have felt it my duty to say this much 







In regard to the subject now under consideration—the Act of 
Congress provides that West Virginia shall become a State, and 

member of the Union under the present Constitution upon the fulfil¬ 
ment of a certain condition, viz : that the Convention shall make, 
and the people ratify a certain prescribed Amendment to that Con¬ 
stitution. If less than this be done, the condition will not be com- 
plied with; if more be done, if other amendments than, the one 
specified be made, then a simultaneous ratification by the people, 
will give life to the specified amendment, and also such additional 
ones, which Congress must afterwards see and assent to, before the- 
President will issue his Proclamation. All agree this should not be 
done. 


But this Convention being the only organized body of West Vir¬ 
ginia, is not precluded from doing any other act which shall neither 
add to, nor take from, the Constitution with the amendment pre¬ 
scribed, but which shall aid in giving practical effect to the amend¬ 


ment specified, and in accomplishing its object—the gettin 
new, and Free State. The object sought to be attained 

specified, requires a sacrifice of certain prop 





Slaves, owned by some of our loyal people, securing i 
and free State with the immense public benefits which 
to follow: as the doubling of the value of real estat 
creasing its valuation from ninety-three millions, its presi 
to one hundred and eighty-six millions as one item, anc 







in 









This creates the public exigency, c 
property for public use, contemplated 
Constitutions, namely: “that private 
or public use without just compensati 
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exigency 




might 


use, 



fire 


m 



its citizens, as the caprice or ambition of rival polit 
dictate; which would be obviously inadmissable in 
Government But I conceive it to be immaterial t 
rivate property is to be applied, provided it be clear 
id for the public good. Private property may be ! 
road, public navigation, for a bridge, or a mill, of 
nd buildings may be torn down in cities to stop the 
Whether there be an actual user, or sacrifice, of s 
rty, is immaterial, I conceive, if it be clearly for 








, t 















good. 

But I submit that it has never been judicially settled that the right 
to, or in slaves, or that the abolition of such right as is proposed in 
the present case, is such “private property,” constitutes such “public 
exigency,” or is such “public use” as the Constitutional provision 
-contemplates, as entitling the owners to “just compensation.” These 
are still debatable questions. Those who hold to what is called the 
"“higher law,” deny that property can exist in a human being. The 
gentleman from Taylor denies that the abolition proposed is such 
■“public use” as will entitle the owner to “just compensation.” These, 
therefore, are open and debatable questions in this country as neither 
has been judicially settled by a competent Court—the only tribunal 
that: can authoritatively settle the question with us. But it is 
true, nevertheless, that the action of the Executive and Legislative 
branches of the Government, in similar cases, is entitled to great 


weight, and the action of other enlightened nations, in similar cases, 
as. England, France and Russia, are important. Every member 
knows what Congress did last year, when it abolished slavery in the 
District of Columbia; what the Chief Magistrate’s views are; as 
well as what England, France and Russia have done—and still all 
will admit the public mind, in its present excited state, in relation to 
the subject of slavery, will differ on these points. Fortunately, every 
member of this Convention, except the gentleman from Taylor, who, 
i hope, will become converted, agrees that it is such “property,” such 
“public exigency,” and such “public use” as will entitle the loyal 
owner to just compensation, within the meaning of the Constitutional 


member 




Now, our loyal slaveholders, being a s 
fore they vote in favor of the proposed 
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nd solemn declaration by this body that has 

property, that the 
is such “public use,” 
entitles the loyal owneis 
it, as 1 understand, 










of this 










it will place upon record the deliberate 
these disputable points; carrying 
our constituents, slave-holding and non-slave- 
we all agree to be the truth , and the legal rights and duties 
that our constituents shall have, when they vote on the 
measure, all the light which true and faithful representatives can 

subject. Will this be anything more than doing our duty 
our constituents ? Shall we do our whole duty if we withhold it ? 
Shall we withhold, because rebel demagogues may try to abuse and 
prevent it ? 

* 

Second. Because it will enable every loyal slave-holder to vote 
for the amended Constitution, without any apprehension that by a 
silent vote, without protest, he may waive his right to claim pay. 

Third. Because it will satisfy all slave-holders that have continued 
loyal in spite of this interest, and at the same time afford no just 
ground for complaint to honest non-slave-holders—and secure ' the 
largest vote, and serve thereby to remove existing differences from 
among our loyal people upon this subject. 

Fourth. Because it will be a cotemporaneous and solemn decla¬ 
ration of the intention of the makers of the Constitution, and serve 

* ' 

in some measure to guide the action of future Legislatures. 

Fifth. Because it will show to the world that we have been 

professed desire to have a new and Free State, 
use the necessary means, and make any 
attain it. 

Because it will place the new State upon 
friends everywhere expect her to 
long and so gloriously—“till from herse 
new State, not only to the materna 

that far grander motto: 








Lastly 









and entitle 










are prepared to sustain 
right, though it shall 



declaring whenever, 







castor shall 
am sure that mine will. 


the 

I believelthe 
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slave 
by 



amended Constitution secures to 
for any sacrifice required 







prescribed amendment. “Let us be just 

consequences. 



tear not, leaving 









The motion in both aspects was rejected, and the 

Congress was unanimously adopted. The 
however, passed a resolution commending such claims to 
eration of Congress, and moreover recommending it should 
appropriation of $2,000,000 for the purpose; which recommendation 
has not as yet, I think, been acted on by Congress—the 
of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution bavin 
annulled the claim. 



The only thing that remained for the Convention to do, was to ar¬ 
range for taking the sense of the people, who, nearly a year before, 
had unanimously declared, by the informal vote, in favor of gradual 
emancipation, and instructed their Representatives accordingly. 
This, therefore, became merely a matter of form, in order to comply 
with the requirement of the Bill, as passed by Congress, and as soon, 
as the people had approved, and the President of the Convention 
certified to the President of the United States, it was made his duty 
to issue his Proclamation, stating the fact, and sixty days thereafter 
new State became consummated, and a member of the Union ; 
not “the bastard child of a political rape,” as the redoubtable Gen¬ 
eral Wise called her (unless he and his confederates were the politi¬ 
cal rapers,) but by a procedure as legitimate in all respects 
State in the Union. 

The opposition, led at this time by the late Mr. Van 

become invigorated by his summer 
year previous—had become furious 
new State; and in the 






New York 




sense of 


elect 



, the 26th of May, then next, 
at the same time. I 
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State 




State of Virginia, as our 

consummated, could legally 
in law as the 








freed for o 








sixteen 


was a 



readily disposed 
Winkle prepared an 
constituents, which, like Mr. 





was quite 






sentiments our 
their Delegates upon, about 
the friends to witness the 
recent converts. The Address was 
and circulated. In the Convention 








quantities 

veined, were Prof. W. R, White, in place of Rev. Gordon 
delegate from Ohio county, deceased ; and Rev. Samuel 
delegate from Pocahontas county. 


re-con 




The Constitution as amended was, of course, ratified by the 

-the 




a vote nearly unanimous, and officers elected — the recent 
zealous converts taking care to secure the most lucrative to them¬ 
selves, as is usually the case. I was requested by my constituents 
become their Representative, in the first Legislature, but declined. 
Nor have I ever sought, or held, any office under the State of West 
Virginia since ; and four dollars per day, while in the Convention, 
and mileage there and back, is all I have received, in any form, for 
my time, services, personal expenses and disbursements, about the 
new State. My brother, Dr. Willard Parker, of New York, 
was my only pecuniary aider. I did “cast my bread,” such as it was, 
“upon the waters,” and I have not a single regret. My only desire is 
that her people will make of. the new State what she merits. To do this, 
they have to go to work , aid develop her resources, and not calculate 
on supporting themselves and families by sucking the poor thing dry 

of fees derived from petty offices, while they impart 
production, no reparative aliment, or she will become as 
a forest leaf in December. The Government and its 






shou 



our system of polity, are only the agents and servants 
tl citizens , who alone are the sovereigns, the rulers 
producers . From them, as individuals , 






not the will only, but a contribution of 

indispensable to its existence and growth, 
become officers or servants, which 









before 



with us the body politic 
would be sucked dry ? This cacoethes for 
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Virginias, and other recently slave Stale 
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Kis ceased to supply the indispensable aliment 
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n, of Wood county, a zea 

Richmond Convention 
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and J 


, an equally zealous Northern 
Wheeling Convention, was e 
Edgar Boyers, Secretary of State, Campbell 

Auditor, and Ephraim B. Hall 
R. L. Berkshire and Wm. A. 





Court of Appeals—-of which Judge 
; and for Circuit Judges, E. H. Caldwell 

A. Dille for the Second ; Thomas W. 










Chapman A. Sit; art for the Fourth ; Robert 
Fifth ; James Loomis for the Sixth ; Daniel Polsley 
Seventh; Henry J. Samuels for the Eighth, of the Judicial Circuits, 
Gov. Peirpoint and some other Executive officers,, at the time, of 
re-organized Government of Virginia, preferring to retain their pres¬ 
ent offices, and when the establishment of the new State superseded 
their jurisdiction to the extent of its boundary, they withdrew the 
Virginia archives, and removed to Alexandria, which became the 
Capital of Virginia, and ueucleus around which Unionism rallied, until 
the Rebellion was crushed, when they removed to Richmond, and the 
re-organized Government was submitted to throughout the State. 
And let me say here, that, in my opinion, the re-organized Govern¬ 
ment of Virginia had m Francis H. Peirpoint, one of its boldest, 
most self-sacrificing, aoi«t patriotic supporters, and in that way the 
Nation also ; though afverse to a new Slaite, especially in the form the 
Bill finally passed, as I have always thought. 

The officers elect met and organized the Government of the new 

State, June ao, 1863. Mr. Van Winkle and Mr. Lamb were mein- 
of the House of Delegates, and their services, in 

existing, laws of Virginia to conform to the new Constitution, 

The Virginia greed for office was everywhere 

The United States Senatorships ove 

others ; two Senators were to be chosen by that legislature. 

Winkle, Lamb, and A. W. Campbell were 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, then 
for its great Class leader, Mr. Willey 
little opposition ; and then, or 
Carlisle’s name wheiever the 













pal aspirants 









Island, where the brave 
Thoburn and Duval recruited and rendezvousec 







while the genius of C 

-was changed from 

Willey. The other Senatorship he between 
and Campbell. Neither, I think, were ostensibly allied 

, though it was thought to 
enabled superiority of physique and brass to 
meric, in the choice of the other United States 
about the same time, I think, the Legislature appointed 
Commissioner to codify the laws. 
















about this time when Grant and Sherman 


Vicksburg, and repossess the entire Mississippi 
the rebels commenced another invasion of the 




States. John Morgan, with his marauding band, advanced 
Kentucky, and thence into Ohio ; while Lee’s army advanced 
Maryland, making for Philadelphia, Washington and New York, by 
way of Gettysburg. With what results, history shows. The sur¬ 
render of Vicksburg, the defeat of Lee at Gettysburg, and the fate 
of Morgan and his band, changed the future policy of the rebels. 
They had got to diride the people of the loyal States, or ultimately 
be conquered. To accomplish this end, all the Copperheads and 
Rebel sympathisers throughout the loyal States and Canada were 
summonsed to act with promptness and vigor—but entire secrecy 
through all their secret organizations, of whatever name. Vallan 
digham, whom the Government theretofore, had banished to Dixie 
stealthily returned through Canada to Ohio, and announced himsell 
as candidate for the Governorship of that State— an election was 
take place that fall. The Copperheads and Rebel sympathizers made 
him their candidate, and rallied around his standard. His 
was the Constitutioual right of States to secede, the im 
•ever conquering the Rebel people, however much of blood and 

expended, and that the only thing left was to cease 
let them go, or settle on the best 
argument with* the people of Ohio 

-as her 















were erettin 


of Ohio 





John 




civil and military- 

war. It was a critical hour, 
for their standard bearer 
was at that time, residing 
Lawrence county, of 








of the issue 
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out 





press, 





statements put forth in our midst 






time. 


THE NATURE AND EXCELLENCE OF OUR POLITICAL 

SYSTEM—THE DISTURBING ELEMENT. 



Fellow Citizens : It is well for us to be here. In 
is wisdom and safety. What can we do to help restore 
ed Government, and remove the disturbing causes; 

it future health, peace, prosperity and happiness, is 
sorbing question that ought to occupy all loyal and earnest 
citizen and citizen soldier, alike ? The man that is not 









to sacrifice himself, and all mere personal considerations to this par¬ 
amount object, is unworthy the era and country in which he lives, 
and more especially, the confidence and suffrage of loyal men. 

It may be well to consider the nature and value of our Institutions, 
which are imperilled by the apparently causeless and unnatural re¬ 
bellion, ; the results these Institutions had produced before the break¬ 
ing out of the war, the causes that produced the terrible strife, and, 
what are our present and future duties. 

And first, as regards the origin and nature of our Institutions, 

about which there has been, and is now, a wide difference of opin¬ 
ion—one party contending for the supremacy of the Federal, within 





the scope of its delegated powers, over the State Governments; 
the other party, the reverse, with a right in each State to secede, 
leave the Union, at pleasure. This matter, in issue, I will endeavor 
to explain. 

Prior to the 4th of July, 1776, the Thirteen Colonies, 

Thirteen original States, were united by a common 

Crown. On that day, for causes publicly 
egianee was forever dissolved. These 
became Thirteen separate and 

acting together in resisting the Mother 
Thirteen separate peoples, 

Governments. In 
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Very soon 
















and not 
had no 




the 


b y 

were the parties 

This Congress could pass 
within itself to enforce them; but was obli 
State Governments to have them 




to obey its laws; and if any State 
compel by declaring war against her 
exactly the structure and powers of the “old Confederation” 

* W • a 

heard so much talk about. And the results were what 








pected. During the war, and pressure of the arms of the 

* 

Country, the States generally obliged their citizens to obey the laws 



But as soon as peace took place in 1783, and the outside pressure 
was removed, the States generally refused to obey the laws of the 
Congress. No money could be raised to pay the debt the war had 
created : nor even the interest; nor could money be raised to pay 
the current expenses of the Government. Disputes, rivalries, and 
jealousies sprung up among the several States in regard to Trade, 
Commerce, and other subjects; and the whole fruits of the Revolu¬ 
tionary struggle were threatened with immediate ruin. 


It was at this crisis that Mr. Madison wrote: “I hold it for a 
fundamental point that an individual sovereignty of the States is utter¬ 
ly irreconcilable with the idea of an aggregate sovereignty. I think, 
at the same time, that the consolidation of the States into one single 
sovereignty is not less unattainable than it would be inexpedient. 
Let it be tried, then, whether any middle ground may be taken 

n 

will at once support a due Superiority of the National authority, 
leave in force the local authorities so far as they can be subordinate^ 




use <ii! 







Edmond Randolph wrote: “Government shou 
itself against incroachments, and that it 
State Constitutions, and have power to call 
Union against any member of the Union 

of South Carolina, wrote: 










These were 




in due subordination to the 

for themselves, in any case, it 
National prerogatives.” 
views entertained by the first minds 
“Confederation,” as 
















The giants 






Convention 






of the Revolution aroused anew to make i 
boon their valor had won. The •5th of M 
)resenting the peoph of the several States, 
iladelphia, and with George Washington 
drafted our present Constitution. There 
le first intellects of the country, and of tb 
red a place in the wilderness for a great Na 
resisted the murderous attack of the Fre 













dians, and finally, after wrestling for seven years with the British lion, 
had expelled, and brought him to acknowledge their Independence- 
Think these men did not know what they were doing ? Think they 
would not cure by their new form of Government the fatal evils they 

• 9 

had found during eleven years trial to exist in the ‘‘Confederation ?” 
Think they came together, and after deliberating for months, made 
no material change to remedy the manifest radical defects ? Well, 
the present position of the Rebels and Copperheads assume they 
did not. They assume the great Fathers left the States altogether 
sovereign, with power and right to secede from the Union whenever 
they please ! 

* 

Let us see for si moment what the Fathers did do. They drafted, 

and the people afterward ordained and established a Constitution and 

* 

Government^ , self-acting, self-executing, and complete; with its 

* 

Legislative, Executive and Judicial departments —placing its founda- 


fatal evils 



lion on the people in their individual capacity—not a mere compact 
or league between the Thirteen States sovereignties, as the old “Con¬ 
federation” confessedly was- It begins thus: “We the PEOPLE of 


United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establi 


justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defei 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
ourselves and posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
the United States of America.” Then follows the various provision 




and it was afterward submitted to the people of the 
and was bv them ratified. Article sixth reads thus: 


Laws made in pursuance thereof, 
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l be made, under the authority of the 
upreme Law of the land ; and the Judge 
d thereby, anything in the Constitution, 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

iiNGTON, in his letter accompanying tl 
;o Congress, wrote thus: “In all our d 






























every true American 
is involved our prosperity, 




Now, 






of the 




Instrument discloses four great facts, 

is to be a Government; second, 
tates are to ordain and establish it; 
are to become Consolidated and 









People 


was, 
come 










extent of powers granted ; fourth, and when 
laws and treaties made in accordance therewith, to 
Supreme Law of the Land; and all Constitutions and 
were to become subordinate thereto. 



4 ' 



The Convention requested the Congress then in session, under the 
“Articles of Confederation,” to submit this Instrument to the people 
of all the States, to be convened through their delegates i» each Stale 
to ratify the Instrument, which was done; and the people of the i 


• - 


eral States ratified it in the following order, viz : Delaware, the 7 th 
December, 1787; Pennsylvania, 12th December, 1787; New Jersey, 
17th December, 1787; Georgia, 2d January, 1788; Connecticut, 9th 
January, 1788; Massachusetts, 6th February, 1788; Maryland, 28th 
April, 1788; South Carolina, 23d May, 1788; New Hampshire, 21st 
June, 1788; Virginia, 25th June, 1788; New York, 26th July, 1788; 
North Carolina, 21st November, 1789; Rhode Island, 29th May, 

The Instrument provided, that as soon as the people of nine 
States had ratified, it should take effect as to them, and authorized 
to proceed to organize. The people convened in their respect- 
States for the purpose of ratifying because it was more convenient 

to meet in one general Convention. 







Now. 



be 





can there be any doubt that the Instrument was 
and deed of the people of the Thirteen States ? 
take up a newspaper to-morrow, and find a Proclamation 

jam Lincoln,” &c., and bearing his signature 
we hesitate in saying it was Mr. Lincoln’s 
can we hesitate to say our present Constitution 
people of the United States, aclin 
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act 










people of each State became 
bey ratified, in the manner 

:>er, headed ; “we the undersigned,” 
ic parties adopt by subscribing 
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chose 


spective 
so, and 





at such was 


remaining question is, had the peop 
? Of this, there can be no 
or controlled ail sovereign power, and eou 

their State and Federal G 









erecting the Federal Government it 
or take back powers previously conferred on 
Governments, they had the unquestionable ri 
place their State Governments as 
, and Pinckney had proposed: in 
Government to the extent of its delegated powers 
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I have bee* thus particular, on this point, because secession starts 
here. The Rebels say the present Constitution, like the “Articles of 
Confederation,” is only a “compact, or league” between the State 
Governments, and does not subordinate or abridge the State sover¬ 
eignty or its right to secede—which, as stated before, contradicts the 
plain language of the Instrument, and stultifies its Framers. 


The next inquiry is, how did the people in fact apportion or distri¬ 
bute the powers ? (Article 9th and 10th Amendments) clearly defines 
this. Article 9th : “The innumeration in the Constitution of certain 
rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people.” Article 10th : “The powers not delegated to the United 
States by this Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re¬ 
served to the States respectively, or to the people.” 



To determine our Governmental duties and rights, therefore, 
have first to look to the Federal Constitution and see what 
have been granted to that Government; and to these, and 
and treaties made in accordance therewith, we owe our first and hi 






and allegiance. Next, we should see what rights 
Instrument has prohibited to State Governments; and if our 

Government undertakes to exercise any 
our paramount duty to the Federal 
our State Government to its sphere 












our respective State 

powers we find conferred 
the Federal Government, nor 

and State laws made in 








authority we are also bound to obey 

before quoted are reserv 






one to the 
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which 





have been generated 


to their Governmental agencies, or not. 
ise between the powers of the two Gov 
Supreme Court of the United States 
key-stone of the arch, without which 
tk into anarchy. It is a system whicl 
ed and formed by the circumstances 











Founders, who were but tit i 




We afe, then, citizens of two distinct Governments, the Federal 
and our respective State Government; and owing allegiance to each 
to the extent of the powers each possesses. Both of these Govern¬ 
ments are equally original, springing from, and resting upon, the 
people. Each is self-acting, independent, and mandatory within the 
sphere of its powers-~having its Legislative, Executive* and Judicial 
branches. The constituency of each State Government are the citi¬ 
zens of the United States residing within such State; the constit¬ 


uency of the Federal Government are the citizens of the thirty-live 
States, united as me people to the extent of the Federal powers 
granted. The judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Congress, and the President, represent all the people in their aggre¬ 
gate National character. It is made the express duty of the Presi¬ 
dent “to preserve, protect and defend” this Government to the best 
of his ability ; “and take care that the laws are faithfully executed”— 
all which he is bound by solemn oath to perform. 

To enable the President to perform these, the highest of earthly 
duties, he is made Commanderdn Chief of the Artny and Navy of 
the United States, and the Militia of the several States when called 
into the actual service of the United States. It is made the express 
duty of Congress to make laws for calling out the Militia “to execute 
the laws-of the Union, suppress Insurrections, and repel Invasions.” 
It is also made the duty of Congress to make all other laws necessary 
and proper for carrying into effect “the powers granted to the Gov¬ 
ernment, and to any Department or Officer thereof,” which includes 
the President, Congress declares war and concludes Deace. But 


into 


and proper 


when war is once declared, the President, as Commander ■ 



bound 



ri 



ment and 





A a 


ject only to the established “ 
th-bound conscience shall dir 
and defend” the divine He 

subject only to the esutblis 
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War”—beyond that, in conducting a war—he is absolute. He 
can suspend the writ of habeas corpus , whenever in his judgment the 
public safety requires, and thereby declare martial law, and shut all 
Civil Courts. The powers of the Government are self-adjusting, and 
flow to the military head, in proportion to the emiisency of the 
damger to the Government As the storms rise and press, he rises 
in. power, until he becomes another “flaming sword," turning every 
way to guard this new “tree of Liteand as 'these subside lie must: 
also. Both Rebels and Copperheads will find before they get 
through the present war that the Fathers were not fools, but had 
sense enough to construct a Government, able to defend itself, against 
ail enemies—even monsters as unnatural and God-fovsaken—as the 
Rebels themselves. 

But what fruits and results iad these Institutions produced up to 


the breaking 




of the present rebellion—during 
ms. Idee men, are best judged of 
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Our Tetrito»y 
and Western slo 
Del Norte; Iron 
people from thre 
a, (then mini 




expanded from narrow si 
>f the Allesrhanies to the 













million: our 










our Comrotrce bits become second only to Great Britain; the ton¬ 
nage of on# Vessels from a few inferior Coasters and Merchantmen, 
to over 5,000, tons measurement; our Exports had leached the 
enormous aggregate of $300,000,000 annually; and in fact the increase 
of everything else that makes a People great, prosperous and happy, 
had been equally wonderful, and Wtberto unexampled in the world 
our Flag known and honored by all Nations; and even the isolated 
and hitherto scaled up People of the East had been recently allured 
to our shores, asking our friendship and alliance 1 

Hm bad the rapid extension of our Government, over new Countries 
aiitid new Peoples, created any injurious competition in the working 
of the gjeat and vastly diversified Industrial Interests under this won¬ 
derful System; but the whole had been characterized by the perfect 

harmony and reciprocity shown in the working of the vital functions 
of a healthy animal body—no where too much, and everywhere 
enough; each part giving and receiving vigor and nourishment; blest 
with plentiful harvests and general health ; at honorable peace with 



I the Eastern 
; nd the River 
e States ; our 
one, Philadel- 
ed and thirty,, 
n the World ; 
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happiness. 






remained t asked in 



everywhere 

National aspect in i860, 
morning of the Fall, while 

serpent, or 
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South 





you the testimony of Ml A, 
htest and dearest intellect by far 
he possessed the courage and strength, 
have remained unchanged; but he long 

into the chair of the Vice 








we all know, and 
s#.called Southern Confederacy. 

He opposed the going out of Georgia the 14th of November, 
before the Legislature in a masterly speech; and again in the Con¬ 
vention that passed the ordinance. In his speech before the I 

he said: 





"Our model Republic is the best the history of the 
world gives any account of. * * That this Government of our 

Fathers .comes nearer the objects of all Good Government than any 

-other on the face of the Earth is ray settled conviction. * * * 

Compare our Government with Spain, Mexico, the .South American 
Republics, Germany, Ireland, Prussia, Turkey, China, and wherever 
you go following the sun in his track around the globe, to find a Gov¬ 
ernment that better protects the liberties of the People, and secures 
to them the blessings we enjoy.” And in his subsequent speech be¬ 
fore the Convention he said, inquiring for their motives for wishing 
to overthrow the Government: "Is it for the overthrow of the 
American Government, established by our common Ancestry, cement¬ 
ed and built up by tbeir sweat and blood, and founded on the 
principles of Right, Justice and Humanity; and as such I must de 
clare here as I have often done before, and which has been 
by the greatest and wisest Statesmen and Patriots in this and 







the best and freest Government, the most 
.its laws, the most just in its decisions, the most 
measures, and the most inspiring in its principles to elevate 

sun of Heaven ever shown upon 1 ” 

have induced Mr. Stephens to 
conviction of his entire nature that it 







No motive 









long and large 
qualified him to know and judge 
branch because I have felt 
e value and blessings 
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many, and are 
’heir blessings have been so const 
atmosphere we breathe, they 
to interest. 

















and happi 



of us sufficiently estimate 
Political Institutions to the growth 
a People. “Look at Greece 











spoke 



harbors ; the same ^Egaean and 
Hom^r sung, and Pericles and 
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, unaided 
pierced the arcana of nature, and “looked throu 
nature’s God,” The same Salamis and Thermopylae. 







nature the 


old Greece, “but living Greece no more”—and 



# 


Because its Political Institutions, the divinely moulding matrix, have 
departed. So with Rome, the “Eternal City” and so long the “mistress 
of the world,” and all other ancient cities and States we read of. 
Pen grow and develop like the plant, according to the circumstances 
and the nature of the aliments that surround them. Individuals at 
first give shape to the Institutions, and hy Divine aid as our Fathers 
did, impart to them a developing form and quickening spirit; and 
afterwards the Institutions will for a long time act upon a People with 
most happy and marked results—rthe action becomes reciprocal. 

All Governments heretofore have had their youth, their maturity 
and decline, like individuals. Ours is in its youth—and is it to die 

thus prematurely ? Humanity, nature and God, the spirits of the 
great Founders, and of the recent heroic dead, the spontaneous impulse 
of every true and loyal American heart—answer, Nol The 
disease is abnormal, superinduced by excess of health, growth 

, both in the North and South. Our unexampled prosper- 
reater than we could bear. We in a measure forgot God, 
and have departed from the counsels and wisdom of our 
We had become ambitious, vain, and proud. But the 
cent 
fled 
die 

w 

has ever 









bids the foul pool and tainted atmosphere, 
this young nation purge itself—and it will 
out cleansed and possessed of sounder 












and yet fulfill the high 
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We wil 




the principal and i 

unnatural and causeless 

abundantly 










gence 


and the 
and one 


ear and repeated admissions 

>kling the second office in 



the 













h could have had its origin and gro 
her of the greatest contrarieties i 
tiat system of absolute, legalized se 
g and festering at the very core of ? 







has been 


whose corner stone and political starting point was that 
born free and equal 1” The great law of nature that 





equal 1” The great law of nature that * 
that anything short of such an antagonism 







it. 


But it is not left to inference alone ; there exists positive 
at establishes the facts beyond question. The Fathers w 



that establishes the facts beyond question. The Fathers would never 
have left this disturbing element in the system had they not firmly 
believed the causes then at work would soon eradicate the evil. 


But the discovery by Whitney of the cotton gin soon after the Con- 

A 

stitution was formed, gave an enlarged merchantable value to the 

article of Cotton, and rapidly increased the consumption and demand 
for it. This consumption and demand continued constantly to in¬ 
crease until in i860 it had become the clothing of the world, and as 
the slave oligarchs vainlv thought its “lord paramount/’ and. that 
thrones and principalities rested upon it. The Slave States through 
their peculiar system of labor, and perhaps peculiar fitness of soil 
and climate, had mainly monopolized its growth. The value of slaves 
and slave labor rapidly advanced, till in i860 their value had increas¬ 
ed fifteen or twenty fold. The Fathers, counting its existence to be 
only temporary, and thinking it would soon die out of itself, made 
little room for Slavery in the Constitution. But as the value and 
importance of this property increased, Southern Statesmen early 
saw their straitened condition in this particular, became sensitive 
3nd nervous, and began to make room for it Here as early as 1819 
the conflict began, which has continued to wax warmer and warmer, 
till it culminated in the present terrible Rebellion. 

Mr. Calhoun, the most subtle Statesman and captivating sophist 
the country ever produced, early foresaw the embarrassments and 










elevate 




ould likely attend so immense an inter 
i fast becoming in a Government, whose 
lose Framers had never contemplated or 
5 and hostile interest therein. He early j 
undue prominence to “State Rights” o\ 
the only means to guard and foster t; 
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necessity for consoli 
unit; and then, by security 





, by the emoluments ot c 
Government, and use it for 









m 




Union 



and power. His plan was 
to the extension of the slave 
whenever checked in this to have the 









prepared to withdraw from the Union 
Slavery for its basis. The State 
everywhere inculcated in the South. The Resolutions of i 

Jefferson and Madison had originated as 
tjbieir “strict construction” doctrine of the Constitution in 








« # 



to the “Alien and Sedition Laws” of John Adams' administration, 

and for establishing the Republican party, as opposed to the Federal— 

and on which Jefferson became President in 1801, and he, Madi¬ 
son and Monroe continued to hold the office until 1824, when 
John Q, Adams succeeded. I say Calhoun dug up these old Reso¬ 
lutions, and making additions to suit his purpose, set the whole South 
to committing them to memory. In 1830 Robert Y. Haynes, his 
pupil, broached his “State Rights” doctrine in the United States 
Senate, op Foote s resolution, assailing the North, and Mr. Webster 
answered in his celebrated speech and demolished him. Calhoun 
JHKMt after resigned the Vice Presidency, and was returned to the 
Senate to defend South Carolina against the iniquitous Tariff, as he 
termed it, and try the strength of his State Rights doctrine by nulli¬ 
fying the laws of Congress. General Jackson happened then to 
about, and by the “great eternal John C. Calhoun had to back out. 
Of he would have hung as high as Ham an !” 

This was in 1832-3. Mr. Clay brought about a compromise 

Tariff question, which settled that for some time. In 1 

>• 

houn applied all his power for forcing the slave issue on 

Van Buren succeeded to the Presidency 
reverentially and circumspectly, to walk in the 
“illustrious predecessor.” This was the era of “ 











fo politics. 




party out-demagogued Van Buren 
, and coon skins, and Harrison 
Harrison died, and Tyler 
Van Buren broke upon the 
was elected. Texas, the Mexican war 

territory followed 





the 
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n and the Slave power ruled. 1 
easures with a view to acquire U 
either in, or out of the Union, 






the laws of Mexico; and the conflict became fierce. Calhoun went 

for “forcing the slave issue," as he termed it, on the North. General 

Taylor was elected President. The Free Soil party was organized. 

Van Buren aided by his son John, out of spite to General Cass* 

■ 

who worked against him in 1844, became its candidate, and Cass 
was defeated. The famous Wilmot proviso arose; gold was dis¬ 
covered in California, and that State rapidly settled; and in 1850 
applied for admission to the Union as a free State—one-third of its 
territory lying South of “36°-3o," the line fixed by the Missouri com¬ 
promise in 1820. The compromise of 1850 took place. California 


COVI 


was admitted as a free State, and the Fugitive Slave law passed, as a 
part of the compromise. The rebel Mason exulted at the stinging 
points he had got in the Fugitive Slave law, as -it would force the 

slave issue on the North more rapidly. In the Spring of 1850 Cal¬ 
houn died ; in June 1852 Clay, and in October 1852 Webstek, died. 
Their mantles fell upon smaller men. In 1852 Frank Pierce was 
elected President, (a perfect tool of the slave power) and took 
Caleb Cushing and Jeff. Davis as his controlling advisers. In 
1854 the Kansas-Nebraska act passed, and the Missouri compromise 
was openly abrogated, and the “squatter sovereignty" adopted. 
Pierce makes efforts to purchase Cuba. In 1856 Buchanan and 
Breckenridge were elected on the “squatter sovereignty" platform. 
Fremont gets a large vote. The “Personal Liberty Bills" are passed 
in the free States. Bleeding Kansas becomes the field of conflict 


and 


in the free States. Bleeding Kansas becomes the field of conflict 
between the “border ruffians" and the “emigrant aid societies." 
The latter in spite of all the efforts of the administration, prevailed ; 
and the forepart of i860 the slave oligarchs conclude the Southern 
mind had become sufficiently moulded, and the Southern heart fired* 
to strike for separation, and the setting up of an independent mon¬ 
archy. The plan wa§ to split the Democratic party, secure the elec¬ 
tion of Mr. Lincoln, and then strike for a separation. The facts 
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since are familiar to all. 

tve developed the most extensive a 
t the world ever witnessed. It h 
ars, ever since General Jackson 
The rapid increase in the number 





in 





20<s 











, consequence and 
early changed entirely their moral 
Instead of regarding the si 
ious hnd political evil, they had 
as a Divine Institution, enjoined by both natural 
and the only safe and sure foundation ot 7 which 
could rest. When all other parts of Christendom were 

into a higher civilization and purer cbristian 













were descending to its darkest and most revolting depths. 

inning was only a nervous initability at the peculiar 
barrassing condition of this antagonistic element, increasing i 
dying out on their bands, they bad become arrogant, insolent, 
bullying—exhibiting the qualities of the gladiator, or brigand-, rather 
the amenities of the gentleman. Being reared from infancy to 
spit on and beat at pleasure the African, they have naturally come 
think they can treat the white man in the same way. The influence 
of the Institution tends to destroy their purity, and corrupt through¬ 
out their moral and religious character r and on the whole, make very 
uncomfortable members in a Republican family. 

The means used to bring to maturity this gigantic conspiracy have 
been various. One was with Calhoun and bis disciples since his 
death, to force the slave issue on the North—that is, to insult, taunt, 
irritate, “shake the red flag,” and thereby provoke the North to do 
and say imprudent things, which they woukl at once snatch up, pa¬ 
rade, distort, and magnify before their deluded followers at home, and 
thereby “fire the Southern heart.” And too many of the Northerners 
suffered themselves to be betrayed into saying and doing imprudent 
and some unconstitutional things, as passing the “Personal 
Laws” in particular. Their Southern Commercial Conventions were 










means. But the “Southern Rights League,” 
into that mystic, secret, thoroughly organized, wide 
order known as the “Knights of the 

and crowning form the conspiracy took 
an, and is to-day in fuH blast. As to 
nature, and purpose, its magnitude, 














doubt 



at this houF throughout the 
which clearly explains the conduct 
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Nearly all the 
the three degrees 
Free Suites luul 
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g the Free S 
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the South off, and they were 

the stars, garters and diadems ! 



explanation. 

The Southern leaders thought these political Judases controlled 






the People of the Free, as they did the “poor whites 
They expected a “ coup d'etat” without much fuss 

on Sumpter, and the masses of the Free 

knights became undeceived; and their 
terribly frightened—some renounced their “ 
hood” and went for the Government ; but more ran into their 
and hid. 










The Southrons became disgusted at their cowa 
;, and have placed no confidence, or shown respect for 
since \ but only let them do any dirty work that may aid their getting 
off their bulrush bottom, freighted with human bondage, and bedeck¬ 
ed with all the insignia of royalty. The third, or governing order, 
consist of about forty. The leaders of the Rebellion are of them. 
So are Breckenridge, Bright, and probably Frank Pierce, Caleb 
Cushing, Fernando Wood, and brother, Vallandigham and others 
in this country, and abroad. 

Breckenridge stayed- as long as he could at Washington, and 
driven from thence—where did he go ? Their business is to paralyze 
the Government in the Free States. There are hosts of lesser lights 
all round among us, that belong to the lower orders, who are not 
permitted to enter the “inner temple.” 

Now these disguised rebels can have no hope of compromising 
South back into the Union after what Jeff. Davis and the 

mond Inquirer have said. Hear it. Jeff. Davis in a speech at 
Richmond, January last said : “He would rather combine 







hyenas than with the people of the North.” And in a speech 
Jackson, Mississippi, soon after: “That under no circumstances 
would he ever consent to re-union .” And the Richmond 

organ, said recently: “On no terms whatever 
South consent to political association with the North ; we w 
consent to hold the Northern States as provinces.” 1 

deliberate declaration of the fixed purpose and w 
arms, made bv the President and official oriran of their 












Can we have any higher or 

adhere to the scheme they have 
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slow our authorities 
, our brave volunteer 
accepted the issue, 
common impulse of patriotic devotion resi 

civil life, and rallied around 


sr 

lake the 


























understood all along that there was to 
conquer or he conquered was the 
had made up, and tendered—and 
to the present moment these noble 
their bosoms to the storm, to war, and 
all at home, by all that is sacred and valwable in 
„ in liberty, to stand firm , and the Victory will be ours 
Cannot these soldiers judge better than the “knights 
home, these traitors in disguise ? These are the greetings and assur¬ 
ances sent us by our noble brothers without estception, from 
camp, and battlefield. If further evidence be asked of our steady' 
and certain advance to Victory, hear the wail of the Richmond Whig; 
hi a recent article headed, “Belt of Desolation*" 

“Day by day the tract of the Destroyer becomes broader. Two- 
thirds of Virginia, two-thirds of Tennessee, the coast of North and 
South Carolina, part of Georgia, nearly all of Florida, Northern. 
Mississippi, Western and Southern Louisiana, a g»eat part of Ar¬ 
kansas and Missouri have already been laid waste; and every hour 
brings news of fresh destruction. * * * The Belt of Desolation 

widens hourly; nor is there much prospect of an abatement of the 
evil. Citizens complain of the Government, while in turn, the Gov 
ernment complains of the citizens; and every day the enemy remains 
our territory will add to the width of the Belt of Desolation*; and 
who now fancy themselves safe, will soon discover their 






months wane, and the years roll on, 
can be done, will become im the language 

of Desolation.' " 



the South- 




rpi f 


1 





say 


shows 




us a good insight to the interior of 

are getting hurt; but their brother * 
too bad—and gross violation of 
“caving in that they are 
other bedevilled human 


















been whipped soundly, and 
“Knights gallant" insist that 
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Chivalry." 
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mil doubts m 







iids at least, as t 
that our cause i 


is to triumph over 
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But how hold out the relatives and friends our brave soldiers, that 
Jhave gone to the field, have left at home* Do we not see parents 
Bonding beneath the weight of years, that have sent their young and 
promising sons, the pride, hope and joy of their declining years, to 
die if need be, for their country—and still the countenances of these 
parents are beaming with hope and that joy, which lofty patriotism 
and t onscious right alone can give ? The aged widow, cheerfully 
roiling on alone, having given up her noble s#ns to the cause, and 
.sighing only that “she has no more to give ?” The wives, the young 
and anxious, and the middle-aged—amidst their children, and 
prattling: infants, toiling: on uncoraDiainingrlv —consoled bv the 


to 


prattling infants, toiling on uncomplainingly —consoled by the 

thought that there is suck a country io be saved, and that they have 
given therr natural supporters, guardians and protectors—their best 
gifts—with their strong arms and manly courage to help save it? The 

loving and trusting sister, who has without a murmur, given up that 
brother whose society she so much enjoyed, and whose gallant and 
manly form she used to gaze upon with pride and delight? Nor do 
the tidings of the -sacrifice of these loved ones at any time upon the 
altar of their country, overwhelm them ; but the hope of' a country, 
and of rewards promised to all that shall “continue faithful to the 
end,” still bears them in triumph onward! So stands our brave 
apldiers ip the field, and our loyal people at home; and so stands 
Rebeldom. 


But lo 1 this grand, solemn, steady and determined advance 

* 

loyal Armies in the field, and People at home, is marred and 
what disturbed by “Peace Patriots” or “Democrats,” among us 
the “Knights Gallant” and their few deluded followers. I am i 
to see that the leaders have at present any standing or place 
either North or South. The North has already ejected some o 
into Rebeldom, which is making efforts to cast them back in o i 
avoid their personal proximity, and have them resume the pa 
work allotted for them to act in the Rebellion, when it comm 
I shall not insult your understanding by offering additional ev 














ill 







the spy is worse 
civilized Nations treat 





when 




the other as a Felon. 


saving the Government 
if allowed to have effect, must i 

acts and conduct of the Rebels, and 

* 

ments of their head officers, generals and papers, 


measures 









they consent to any compromise or 
have opposed—what? Why, no coercion, no Army, 

Peace and Compromise ! which is 






I 

ir Bogus Confederacy. 


And still they have the brazen impudence to stay among us, and 
say they are for the Union as it was ! And still the Government 
tolerates them; and we have men among us who are at large, and 
without legal guardians as yet, who adhere to, and follow these Lead¬ 
ers. This, to my mind, is the strangest thing in all the broad field of 
the Rebellion. The motives of the Leaders I can understand, but 
their followers, now the guise and mask of their Leaders have be¬ 
come so transparent, is what astonishes me. I began and continue 
a Jacksonian Democrat, and cast my first vote for that old hero (in 
Massachusetts where he was unpopular), and gave him my feeble 
support when he vindicated the Government so triumphantly, by 
demolishing Calhoun and his nullification in 1833. I am now as l 
was then, though I did not vote for Mr. Lincoln —for sustaining the 
President by all the means in our power, and through him, our 
transcendantly wise and beneficent Government. 

July, 1863. 


[Letter to the Ironton (O.) Register.] 


HON. REVERDY JOHNSON’S LETTER TO THE 
COMMITTEE—POLITICAL ARRESTS—THE 
OF SPEECH AND THE PRESS. 






rounds of some of the 
extracts from the letter 
a committee in New 
when it was expected 



m 1 # 





Seymour 
ancl Tohw 





timore, Washington, ancl Philadelphia ; Governor 
o Wood and Company, the city of New York ; 
and Company, the rest of the United States; viz: 



should consider another subject. The 



ment i 

it will be madness . Arrests on mere suspicion in the loj 
where the course of justice is unimpeached, must cease, 
safety and the success of our arms demand this. And ; 
alleged specific causes, of civilians not under military rule 
disposed of as provided by the legislation of the last 
Whatever differences of opinion as to the extent of the 

' i 

power of the President, no one can doubt that it is within 



m * 


too strongly exhibited to be 













of the authority of the legislative department of the Government to 
pass the laws referred to. It is, of course, the duty of the President 
to obey thenu To disregard them himself, or to permit his subordi¬ 
nates to do so, (as has been done,) is a clear violation of that duty. 
Even if the power of Congress was questionable, a decent respect, 
for Congress, and for public opinion, requires that this conduct should 
not be repeated. Freedom of speech, and of the press, too, must 
not be abridged. This is provided for by an express constitutional 
provision , which it is an impeachable offense lo disregard 

I have not seen the entire letter; but, in view of this and other 
extracts that I have read, decrying the character of certain officers 
in the army, and imputing to Mr. Lincoln partisan motives for 
appointing and employing them, to the exclusion of others of differ¬ 
ent political views; and also the time, the occasion , and the charac¬ 
ters of the persons to whom the letter was addressed, and the facts 
that have since transpired in the city of New York—no loyal man 
can hesitate where to place Revrrdy Johnson. His high reputation 


as a 






, his former employment by, and confidential relations 


Administration, made his opinion of great value 
friends in New York, at that time. No one ca 






had his part assigned in the great tragedy to be enacted 
time, any more than that Lee, Morgan, Seymour, Woor 
Vallandigham and Jeff. Davis had theirs. The signal 
probably admonished him to wrap close about him his 
hoping to escaoe detection, and perhaps eniov again the 













ion, and perhaps 
Administration. 



This facility 







the “Knights.” 







the other as a felon 


charge against Mr. Lincoln 
false, it is our highest interest 






to demonstrate that Mr. Lincoln 
oing outside, the Constitution for every 
done, as well in his civil capacity, a£ President, as in 
Cornnnander-in-Cbief of the Army and Navy of the 
These are distinct capacities— as distinct as though the 






each were vested in separate individuals; as for 
who acts as President, and discharges the civil duties— 
or vetoing the action of the two houses of Congress ; 
as sole executive of the civil side of our Government, discharges all 
duties appertaining to that side; and in C. D., as Commander-in- 





Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, who administers 
and directs the military side of our Government, which must of 

necessity be administered according to. the laws of war, which are not 
municipal, but public, or international; for parties at war are always 
alien to each other, in respect to the war at least, be these parties at 
the commencement distinct and independent Governments, or part of 
one and the same Government, as is the case in our present war. 
In case the belligerents are separate and independent Governments, 
neither has the right to require of the other that the war shall be 
conducted in conformity to the municipal law of either, but only in 
conformity to international law, the public law by which all civilized 
warfare is conducted. Nor have the Rebels any more right to require 
Federal Government to conduct the present war with any regard 

law, but only in conformity to the public law 
war—ior by their Rebellion they have abjured the government 
become completely alien, so far as the war is concerned; 
has every person who has so far connected himself with 
Rebels* or 











cause, as to become what the 
war regard a public enemy . Our own 



givin, 

enemy 





make “the levying of war, or 
aid and comfort,” the “overt acts” which constitute a 
Neither say anything about where the 

of one or the other 
the definition 







belligerents 



And if they are such, 
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they become liable to be arreste 
f the Government they are hostile 
nd exigencies of which, the assaili 
guided by public law ; and if it vi 
injured party must seek redress th 
he res to, regardless of former relati 
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Have Mr. Vallandigham and his confederates, by speech, writing 

or other action, become, in the sense of the above definition, adher- 

* 

ents to the rebel side, “giving them aid and comfort ?” If they have 
not, then they are in the right, as neither the Constitution nor public 
law interfere with a person for opinion's sake, unless such opinion be 

■i 

expressed by word or action. Mr. Johnson, their apologist and de- 

• ♦ 

fender, contends that the Constitution expressly guarantees the free¬ 
dom of speech and of the press to all living within its limit, regard¬ 
less of the fact, whether such speech or writing be friendly or inimi¬ 
cal, or the authors adherents to the Government, or the enemy. 
This construction would allow the enemy to send and quarter in our 
midst as many of its emissaries and adherents as it might choose, to 
slander and traduce the Government, its officers, and cause, through 
newspapers and upon the stump, without restraint and with entire 
impunity. This is too absurd to be believed for a moment by any 
sane man ; much less by so eminent a lawyer as Mr. Johnson. He 
knows full well that it has uniformly been held by the Courts ot our 
own and all civilized nations, that menial adherence to a power at 
war with our Government, and publicly advocating by speaking or 
writing under any guise or form, the enemy’s cause, constitutes such 
person our public enemy, and gives to our authorities the unques¬ 
tionable right to treat him as such, without regard to bis antecedent 
relations, or present place of residence. 

di 

Now, why has not the war power of our Government as much 
right to crush this public enemy, operating in our very midst, as one 
operating beyond our lines ? Is a former member of my household, 
that has turned assassin, and, seeking my life, conceals himself in 
my bed-chamber, the better to effect his purpose, to be preferred to 
the bold highwayman, against whom are my strongly bolted doors, 
and a watchful patrol? And what right have these self-constituted public 
enemies in our midst to complain of the effectual action of the mili¬ 
tary power upon them, and to claim a slow, and as they know, inef- 
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for 
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ary s 

is preposterous. 

same eminent jurist contends that it wou 
power of the Government 
mere suspicion, when the civil courts 
such “must cease /” and that arrests for alleged 

military rule , (by which he must 
must be disposed of as provided 
s, “which it is the duty of the 
the President, as the civil executive 
Government, to see such laws of Congress as are 

executed, and to obey them himself. But I deny 
such legislation unless the established “Articles of War,” is 

upon him when acting in his military capacity as Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, in the midst of the present 
war. It would be utterly impracticable for Congress, which meets 
but once a year, to foresee and provide for the great and sudden 
changes that are daily occurring in such a war. The Commander-in- 
Chief will of course be guided by any legislation of Congress, in 
the conduct of the war, as far as practicable; but by following it 
strictly , regardless of the events daily occurring, would most likely 
result in defeat, the overthrow of the Government, and violation, of 
his solemn oath—which is “to the best of his ability to preserve , pro¬ 
tect and defend the Constitution of the United States”—and not that 
he shall do this according to the laws which Congress may see fit to 
pass ; but absolutely according to the best of his ability, which indeed 
makes him, as the head of the military power, absolute, subject only 
“Articles of War,” so far as the conduct of the war is 








there are many limitations in other respects. The framers 
meant, doubtless, to apply this portion of the oath to him as 
mander-inChief of the Army and Navy, and the portion 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) to faithfully execute the 
of the United States,” was meant to 
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discharge of which, I admit he is bound to 
Congress, when Constitutional. T 





the 


constitutes him the military head of the Nation is 

Commander-in-Chief of the 
and of the militia of 
service of the United 
“The President shall t 
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military 



















which means constitutional laws 

9 

entire nation, including the 
the high and important 

unconstitutional laws which cripple, 

is essential for discharging these 
obstructions to the due execution of 
provision in article i : “The 
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when 
or invasion, the public safety may require it.” 

intended to confide the decision of the question 

* 

safety may require its suspension,” and the power 
the wrk, to the President, acfting as Commander-in Chief, 
necessarily incident to that office. The high and constant duty the 
Constitution devolves on the President, as Commander-in-Onef, to 
uphold the Constitution and laws during the recess of Congress, no 
less than when that body is in session, necessitates that he should pos¬ 
sess these powers, and if the framers had meant to confer the exclu¬ 
sive power of deciding and »uspending this writ on Congress, they 
would have said so. 

These are the high and essential powers the framers meant to con¬ 
fer on the President, when acting in his capacity of Commander-in- 
Chief of the military power of the nation, and the forces necessary 
to execute them. Nor have they failed to provide for supplying all 
other necessary means. Artiete i, Section 8, Clause 18, provides 
that: “Congress shall make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.” This obliges Congress 

by necessary and proper legislation, the President t in 
£ of his high duties as Commander-in-Chief. 

A careful survey of the foregoing provisions cannot fail to v: 

framers against the supreme folly imputed to them 
lizers, that these framers, after having spent their whole 

and domestic wars, and learned from 







rebel 




out 




Governments, they should have erected one w 
omewhere the power necessary for 






both in time of peace, and war, whether 
day’s experience proves the body polit 
us possesses self-adjusting powers, 
exact proportion to the eminency 











public 



other Departments 
more omnipotent in 
, than any monarch 
use the power for evil, 

weak and harmless as a 
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As 



in power, until he becomes 
every way to guard this new tree 
must also. How different it would 







obliged 





copy 

year 



he is, to go before Congress once a 
its laws to govern his military operations during 







I have succeeded in demonstrating that Mr. Lincoln 
warrant within the Constitution for all he has done, without resorting 
to powers resulting cjt mccsntatc rei f from the necessity of the case, out¬ 
side of the instrument ; that our wise Fathers foresaw the evils 
must befall us in common with other nations* and amply provided for 

Com- 



every emergency; that the President, in his military capacity 
mander-in-Chief, is clothed with the amplest powers for successfully 
conducting foreign wars, and suppressing rebellion and insurrection 
at home; that whoever, within the limits of the Republic* becomes in 
the sense of international law and the Constitution a public enemy, 
that moment forfeits all part and lot in the Government he has turned 
traitor to, and to its protection, and is liable to be seized by the iron 
hand of military power* and dealt with accordingly * that he is liable 
to be arrested anywhere in the country on just suspicion, and his 
guilt established or disproved before a court martial* or in the civil 
courts, as the military power, ia view of the public exigency, 
determine. Mr. Johnson doubtless bases his conclusion 







speech, and of the press cannot be Constitutionally abridged* 


either by the civil or military power of the Government* on this clause 
in Article r, (of the amendments) viz: “Congress shall 




the freedom of speech or of the press, 
by any possibility be construed to deny the military 

suppressing both* In time of civil war, i 
and his conclusion that military arrests 
States where the course 


and that arrests 




of course; of 
of agreeably to 
Fifth Article, 
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mswer for a capital or otherwi 
aUion or indictment of a grand 
land and naval forces, or in the 
of war or public danger.” 
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araers meant this provision shoul 
e military* proceedings of the Go 
might at first sight seem to arise 
ill who are not embraced in the -ex 









bv 



in this case by the unqualified right .given to the w; 
clause before quoted to suspend the writ of Habeas 




{which is the only process known to the la$v .whereby the civil eon take 
4»ut of the hands of the military power any person arrested^) whenever 
*in case of rebellion or insurrection the,public safety may require it.” 
The war .power, then, clearly has the right, on the before named exi¬ 
gency occurring, to withdraw the privilege of this writ from all ihe 
people —whether in or out of the military service, or from any portion 
of them as the public safety in its judgment may require. This in 
effect substitutes martial law for the civil; and it is not to be pre¬ 
sumed chat the framers meant to give an absolute civil right without 
a corresponding civil, remedy. JBeside, the inherent necessities of 
domestic war, like the present rebellion, require it Traitors are 
everywhere, in the Slave and Free States, co-operating in all forms to 
-effect a common end, the overthrow of the Government—some in 
organized armies, others in giving aid and comfort by fermenting 
mobs, as recently in New York city, others in secretly furnishing pro¬ 
visions and munitions; others, information; others, like Vallandic- 
ham, Seymour, Wood and their like, too numerous to mention, are 
laboring with equal .zeal by speaking and writing, and the use of 
every secret machination and appliance that treason can invent, in¬ 
cluding the order cff the “Knights of the Golden Circle,” in order 
to. detach the loyal army and people from and turn them against the 
Government, and thereby help to accomplish its overthrow. And 
still Mr. Johnson would have Mr. Lincoln, the bead of the military 
power, and bound by his oath before God, to the best of his ability, 
to defend and uphold the Government, not by any line of conduct 
Congress shall prescribe, but as his own judgment and oath bound 
conscience shall direct—commit all these confederate traitors in the 
States that have not passed the secession ordinance to the slow, fee¬ 
ble and uncertain action of the Civil Courts! The same men who 
claim this to be Mr. Lincoln’s duty, claim that all the Courts in the 
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have the 


> every soldier in the 
Judge Paddock, and his 















corpus, the army 
wanted to fight the enemy, would 
Such may find adherents 
people, hut none I trust 
men, anywhere. The other clause 














deprived of life, liberty or property without 
Courts martial have their “due process of law” no 
civil courts ; and the clause applies equally to both. The 
icle (amendment) applies in times of peace, and can have no appl 
cation to limit the military power in a time of rebellion like 
ent, which seeks the overthrow of the Government. No, the errors 
of. the Administration, if errors there are, consist in excess of 
iency, not severity—in not coming up to the line of Constitutional 
right and duty, not in going beyond it. And if other copperhead 
leaders had been seasonably arrested and dealt with, even with no 
more severity than Vallandigham, the New York riots would not 
have taken place. G. PARKER. 

Proctorsville, September 19, 1863. 
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The editor of the Register made the following remarks in 
above letter: 









“A CONSTITUTIONAL ARGUMENT. 

Especial attention is called to the article on our first 
of Mr. G. Parker, of Proctorsville, relative 
the powers of the President in times of civil 

self-vaunted Constitutional lawyers 
have been doing their utmost to mislead the 

we are happy to be able to 
so correctly and ably, by a man fresh from 
has no animosities towards the Government on account 

We can add 


jealousies, 
but advise all our 
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Ironton ((>.)* Register, October 8, I 

THE LOYAL PEOPLE OF WEST VIRGINIA 1 

FRIENDS IN OHIO. 






your 









Fellow Citizens: The importance 
election, and the vast influence its resu 
yourselves and us, the country, and 
upon civil and religious liberty throughout the world, is 

your attention at this time. 

You, being of the elder and stronger offspring of a common 

> ■ 

er, whose past glory is equaled, in degree, only by her present 
abasement, while we approach with respect, it is with the confidence 
and lively interest a common origin and common destiny natur; 








We are in the midst of the greatest rebellion the world has ever 

# * 

witnessed. The loyalty of West Virginia, you all know, has already 
passed through terrible ordeals, and expects and is prepared to pass 
through more. Meanwhile, true loyalty in i Ohio has watched and 
guided our infant steps with more than a sister’s care and sympathy; 
and seconded by that of the country, who have regarded our efforts, 
though comparatively small, as the first signs of recuperative loyalty 
and life in a rebellious and paralyzed member; and by the world, as 
re-illumination of liberty’s last hope on earth—that the young 
Republican Nation was to purge itself, and not prematurely die. 



It 




become your turn now to pass through a somewhat similar 
but with results vastly more important, as it is to solve, 
ree, man's capacity for self-government l We have 










experience which you lack. We have wrestled with the archfiend in 

where he has uuma>ked and appeared himself 
as yet, have seen him comparatively but in blandishments and 
He now appears before you in the guise and dress of 

and principles, he well knows, a Jackson, Douglas 

, have enshrined in our hearts; 


with the very enemy for whom 
, lead and hemp, as the 
before us in the form and 

► *9 * 

promised us a most 
Behold how 










Pride,” 
follow 
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ill 



of his victims 
every part of 
God-forsaken 





within our lines, and 








we beseech you, to the 
sons and brothers, as they daily come 
of heroes who are bearding the monster 








man, tell you that the issue is 
between them and the arch-enemy, and that it is, “to 

and which they accept; and if the friends at 

And do 







Hell 








, united and true, the victory is certain. 

that conciliation and compromise are entirely out 

Will you disregard tkeir voice* who are “bone of 
bone,” and who are daily “baring their bosoms to the storm,” 
“pouring out their generous blood like water,” and follow Valland- 
igham & Co., whose acts and confessions, and the admission of ev¬ 
ery rebel journal, have shown to the satisfaction of all minds, that 
they are but confederate co-workers with the archfiend himself, 
whose only remaining hope is to divide the people of the Free States ? 
Every just sentiment of our nature, the spirits of the great Founders 
of the Republic, the spirits of the recent heroic dead, oppressed hu¬ 
manity everywhere, and God himself—all watching our every thought 
and action in tikis great crisis—forbid it! 

Behold the vaunting enemy, that in the beginning claimed that one 
of his “chivalry” could whip five of the “mud-sills” in equal combat 
instead of invading the Free States, daily contracting his lines at 
home before our victorious armies, and seeking to accomplish 




hellish purpose through confederate co-workers in the Free 

the enemy, that at first vaunted his superior humanity, 
unarmed citizens of everything, even to dirty 
, to relieve his destitute and famishing followers 

him who in the commencement claimed, 









now a 



have the nations of Europe paying him 
supplicant at every despot's feet, offering 










ruined people for—a bare recognition! 

Remember, moreover, we beseech you, that the land we 

, to call “sacred,” has 
we loved. And shall the 






cherished forms, and has become fattened 
pass forever to the desolating rule of this 
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an 








mock and jeer, as 
God, nature, and 

exciting novelty of 

to listen to 







song of 


and promises of peace ! 

enemy make the hke pleasing promises to our 

Saviour on the mount?—to 

But how do they 
Why, by withdrawing and 





whose wai 


comp 







fill otrr land ? 
purpose ? 

then, they say, Jeff. Davis & Co, will at once 
their arms, and come back into the Union, prepared to behave 

4 

selves ! What folly 1 As well might the crew of a boat, when 

suction of Niagara Falls, expect deliverance by layi 
their oars and folding their arms l 

The proud State of Ohio, hitherto so peerless among a glorious 
sisterhood 






ernor! 


voting for a convicted and banished traitor for her Gov- 
This State, that has oik; hundred and fifteen thousand of her 

will 


noble sons in the loyal army, who, to a man, will vote against the 

traitor, and who are warning and entreating their fathers and brothers 

at home to shun him as their deadliest enemy ; and still, it is bdteved, 

some of these fathers and brothers will vote for Vallahlmgham ! 

What inconsistency ! A father sending his son to meet and fight a 

professed enemy,and then himself opening fire on that son from the rear! 

Posterity will never credit, but will believe, as we and all truly loyal 

men must now, that such a father loved his country's enemy far more 

than his own loyal son! That Heaven may avert so sad a spectacle 

is our fervent prayer; and that every Ohioan may stand up, in 

% 

great crisis, to duty, to his country, humanity, and God—and 
shall be others, then— 

^Who would be a traitor knave ? 

Who would fill a coward’s grave ? 

Who so base ai be a slave ? 

Let HIM TURN AftD FLEE!” 

WEST 








took place the 13th 
and his party, 
defeated 
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when 




preceding, the Democrats carried 




HAM 



county was 3,095 for Broug 

the vote of the soldiers from 








Union- 
















ious regiments stationed at 
Brough, and 7 for Vallandigham. 
238 for Brough, and none for 
towiiship having done as well, she was re 
banner township of the State, and on the - day of 

was presented with a beautiful Flag, bearing this 

where treason finds no resting place.” 


hail the 


A Commission, comprised of gentlemen of Ironton, viz: 

Corey, Jo«n Campbell, H. S. Neal, Adjutant Gillen, S. G. 

sron, C. T. McKnight, and J. Veasey, met the Trustees, a 

with Charles Wilgus, Esq., as its Chairman, and the citizens 
the township and surrounding country assembled, and organized 
with Col. A. C. Kouns in the Chair; and their Chairman, Dr. 
Corey, presented the Flag, with an eloquent nml complimentary 
speech — to which, by kind invitation of the Trustees and Committee,- 
I had the honor to submit the following remarks in- reply : 





Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen : Iw behalf of the Trustees, 
Committee and citizens of Union Township, I tender to you, and 
through you, to the donors generally, our profound thanks for the 
gift—this beautiful Emblem of our Country. It is not the 
and costly material of which it is composed, nor the delicate 
and skill displayed in- the workmanship —both indeed admirable 
the 

















merit you have been pleased to ascribe to us in 
the Township where Treason- finds no resting place 
awakens in- us feelings of gratitude and honest pride 

, at once so consonant with our own 
approved by a people as patriotic and 
of Ironton—is gratifying indeed, 
evidence of the kind regards of your People, 
years, ever since the war began, their strong arms, together with those 

men from adjoining 
r extended, to shield 
we would tender to 
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hink it is any peculiar merit of our ov 
True, we were fully aroused to the 
e issue in the recent election , and that 
on the People of Ohio-^stiH we feel v 
our fellow citizens elsewhere* woulc 
been situated, and witnessed what we 









well 























ny others, we live upon a border that beec 
Rebellion should succeed ; and in addition 





were 


cumstanee—we have had experiences which others have not- We 
were aroused on that quiet Sunday evening (November ro, 1861) by 
the murderous yells of Clarkson and Jenkjn’s Raiders, by the 
shrieks of butchered Loyalists, and the din of battle. We witnessed 
the retaliatory burning the next day. A year ago we confronted for 
six weeks the left wing of the rebel Loring’s army, stretching, through 
Guyandotte, to the. mouth of Sandy; and for one week of the time, 
guarded 12,000 bushels of oats which the Government wished kept 
safely, and so moored at our bank at Proctorsville ; and during the 
six weeks there was only a foot of water on the bar or ford of the 
river, that separated us from the enemy, then in great need of oats, 
as well as Other tilings,' we had in abundance, on out side of the 

Mm 

river. To have thus seen and felt what we have of the .Rebellion, 
and not to have voted to a man against Vallandigham, would have 
been extraordinary indeed! 

Yes—it was our proximity to, and practical knowledge of the 
monster, that made our vote unanimous against one of his sneaking 
and whining whelps 1 

You gentlemen, by presenting this token to us, attest your high re¬ 
gard for unwavering fidelity, everywhere, and under all circumstances — 
to Duty, to Country, and Truth ! And in this sentiment the People 
of Union Township, join you with one accord. 

Gentlemen, I need not remind you that our People have been 
equally responsive to Duty, in promptly furnishing her quotas of 
Soldiers to th« Army. Her chosen sons have mineled with nearly 


equa 



every 







a we 







with 




e loyal army since the war comm 
untarnished honor, and signal cot 
land some, alas ! have attested 
im, by yielding up their lives. T 
rished and honored memories of I 








TO 




fiB 





pleasure, that 
, “the child of the storm, 

the Nation’s Galaxy, 
continue to add to it, new 
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wf 




gr 











entlemen, that we fully 
trust committed to oar charge— 
unsullied, and transmit it, together with 

our children. 








Several gentlemen, among them Major Davidson, of 
who was at home on furlough, Hon. H. S. Neal,, 

Dillon —contributed much to edify, encourage and amuse 
assembly ; while the bountiful tables prepared by the daughters 
Banner Township were,, in. all respects, in. keeping,, with the valor 





and patriotism of hen sons. 


The pmgr&ss’ made by our army under Generate Gwijkk, Sheis- 
man, and- Sheridan, towards crushing the Rebellion, destroyed the 
last- hope of the Rebels, unless they could divide the loyal people at 
the approaching Presidential election, and thoeby get control of the 
loyal government. In concert with their friends in France, England,, 
Canada, and in the loyal States, they arranged for the Chicago Con¬ 
vention, (to be held orr the 4th’of July, but subsequently postponed, 
to the 29th of August, in order to avail themselves of intervening; 
events,) formed the platform it adopted, and fixed on the candidates- 
for President and Vice President that it nominated. 



It was, indeed, an alarming crisis. The Rebel leaders, througl® 
sympathizing friends, headed by Yallandigham 

employed every means that desperation and 
our nature could suggest ; while theii armies 
ours, at a “deadlock.” 






The 

Union 


first marked defection to the proceedings 

its re-nomination of Mr. 








prominent political leaders of 
Chase, Senator Wade, Horace 
John C. Fremont, and some 

Abolitionists. T 






Ilf 



of history. 
State elections 


and the success of our mns, sheeted Ahem back into 

8 th of November; 
the Union ticket their aid 





m 




signally showed however, the Httimess of individuals 

when opposing the popular current in a 
Chat, under our Institutions, fidelity-to trnth, -requires 
that in 












judgment, the conduct of the war theretofore, 
fy defection in the most patriotic minds. 

Mr. Lincoln’s- entire honesty, .which .none disputed, his 
mature, earnestness, and simplicity of manners, had endeared 
the people, as no other. His seeming mistakes and short comings, 
had but allied him the closer, making sure that he was one of 




and the Attest person to be, the deader in such a storm. The simple 
anecdote he told of the Irishman’s advice “not to swap horses while 

crossing the river,” went home to the popular,heart. 

As touching the Chicago Convention, its platform and candidates, 

i 

1 published theibllowing.remarks in the Wheeling JnteHigrnrer : 


^Letter to* the Intelligencer, September 6, 1864.'] 

THE CHICAGO PLATFORM OF 1864—WHATJT PS. 

We have read it carefully, and taken in connection with the known 
Characters and sentiments of its m Akers and their cotemporaneous 
acts—all being legitimate aids to a true interpretation—it 
more nor less than the Rebel heresy, a X^eustitMtional 
session. 

» 

First expresses an “unswerving adherence 
as a framework of government equally conducive to the 

all the States, Northern and Southern.” 

such m Union as out 












of the United States i 


granted by the 

and not a mere 




sevCTtjigti 
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at is contemplated in 












econd declares that it is not only 
the sense of the American 







the war so far, '‘the Constitution 
disregarded in every part, and that immediate efforts 
for a cessation of hostilities, with a yiew to an 









»>\ « 


States—-{not the people of “the 
peaceable means to the end that at the earliest practicable 

be restored on the basis of the Federal Unioh 







States. Now if they had said on the basis of a new 
Confederate Union of the States they would haye expressed 
exact meaning and wish, viz :—that our armies should at once be 
withdrawn, which would be a yirtual acknowledgment of the “South¬ 
ern Confederacy” by our Government, to be immediately 
by acknowledgment by other powers, and then the offer on our 
of such terms as should induce the “seceded” States to enter into 
Treaty or League similar to the Articles of Confederation, 
us examine further: 




But let 


fn Resolution Third they declare the direct interference of the 
military authorities of the United States in the elections held in 
Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri and Delaware shameful violations of 

the Constitution, and that a repetition will be resisted by force. Now 
it is well known that the only interference of the military in elections 
held in these States has been at the express request of loyal voters 
and the Executives of these States to protect them from the violence 
of open and armed rebels. And this they pronounce to be - 
shameful violation of the Constitution “as will justify resistance 
all the means and power under their control.” 







* 

dependent 
which 




Fourth they expressly declare the aim 
be “to preserve the Federal Union and 
Impaired ”^that is the Rights of the 
States united only by a league or 
have the right to secede at 
to declare thp acts of the 












and dangerous powers not 
instance the exercise of 


not in insurrection by 

citizens in 
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. •< 




















freedom of. 

asylum ; the open , avowed 
the rlerht of the people to bear arms. 

prevent a restoration of the 
Government, deriving its powers 
This of course refers to the 

4 

« 

Knights of the Golden 
of Liberty, who reside and work 
” in the loyal States, because they can effect 
elsewhere, and at tht same time keep out of %he 

Federal bullets, and, as they contend they have the right, 

4 * 

interference or molestation from the general Government. 

it cannot be supposed for a moment that men of their intelli¬ 
gence would deny the same power in the Government ta stop Jeff. 
Davis’ co-workers and confederates while working in Ohio or 




jern 









.ana, as it, has those working in Virginia or Georgia. The only differ¬ 
ence is, the former are far more dangerous to the Government, for 
they act secretly and under disguise. It can lit ere fore be reconciled 
only with their theory that the States are sovereign and independent, 
and the armies of the National Government have no authority in any 

case to invade the soil of a sovereign State, and in this view they are 

. * 

probably right in .saying that the interference of the Government in 

arresting the Knights and seizing their arms and ammunition has 

delayed aod helped to prevent the Government of. Washington be- 

ing converted into a mere confederation of thirty-five independent 

♦ / 

States, all at war with each other. 

# 

In Resolution Fifth, they denounce the Administration for disre- 
our soldiers now languishing in rebel prisons. * While 



believe the loyal people generally think the Administration has 
clone all it might to relieve these sufferers, we cannot but 








ill grace the complaint comes from these men to Mr. Lin 
COLn’s Administration. He can do nothing but retaliate 

our hands, and this the Knights most v 
even go so far as to admit these 
of Knighthood, 400 from one 
not suffer any retaliation to be 
that Convention would have attested their s 
addressed their complaints 


alone have the power to 
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soldiers in the 
control of the 



assuring: them 










« 




Their chance of getting 
any one ; and their past 
(have volunteered to ifight, -suffer, and die in 
pleased to call *“an administrative 
danger®ms powers, not granted 
mot fee likely to fee soon forgotten. General 
-asd fought for the same alleged usurpation, 












Mr. Long— of unenviable notoriety —thinking doubtless, the 

ranch concealed by meal, Moved to amend the 
tion by adding the famous “BLesol«tta«s of *98,” which is the ustiver 
sally acknowledged foundation and authority upon, and out of 
Calhoun and his followers constructed their entire secession 




trine. Mr. Long desired to give die text as well as the commentary. 
Mr. Cox seeing that this would wipe off the meal which they had 
worked ingeniously to put upon the cat, applied the gag by -moving 
the previous question. 

More daring and impious than all was the resolution offered by 
Mr. Lawrence, of Rhode Island, .to the memory of the lamented 
Douglas, stating that their devotion to his memory was the cause of 
the Convention being held in Chicago. And that the belief that had 
lie survived he would \<mg since have t restored the power of the 
“Federal Compact."” He certainly could mat have forgotten that 
Mr. Douglas always regarded our present as a Federal or National 
Government and always spoke of and treated it as such. The term 
“Federal Compact” belongs exclusively to the Calhoun 
Davis school. If the great statesman and patriot whose last words 

upon Sumter) were, “There can be but 
s to the Government and traitors,” had been 







Now ar 


si 




any one believe such a Convention would have been 

disguised treason concocts its schemes with 
! And if further or higher evidence were 
Lincoln’s too great leniency and moderation i 

to him, the holding of 
ies it. And if George 








unmo 








a very good opinion, covets 
will secure it by 
name nor that 
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can rescue 


had so much 










of its own 





ed by 


execration a 


> do in inaugurating and continuing the p 
nk them and whatever else touches it, to 

Loyal State of West 
singular honor and gratification of having 












P, 




fix 




see the New York Herald and its like are labc 
sion that Vallandigham, the Woods, and other 
10 influence in framing the platform. It is such 




Knights had no influence in framing the platform. It is such an one 
as Jeff. Davis will accept without the dot of an i or crossing a t— 
then why not suit his employees l It concedes the right of seces¬ 
sion, which is all Davis ever asked. By cessation of hostilities we 
yield all. They mean an unconAtioeai surrender on our part—noth 
ing less, and a change of our National Government to a mere con¬ 
federation of sovereign, independent States, with a right in each to 
secede at pleasure. It was upon this theory the Convention ignored 
the State of West Virginia, to wit: Because *he ordinance of seces¬ 
sion passed at Richmond legally transferred in their view the entire 
State from the Natioiaal Unicm to the Southern Confederacy ; and to 
have erected a new State we should have got. .the consent of the 
Legislature and Congress sitting at Richmond. They ignored or re¬ 
jected the delegates from Louisiana and other States where secession 
ordinances had been passed solely on the ground that they regarded 
these ordinances as legal and valid. The theory and purpose we 
have ascribed to them, reconcile all their act^ aud doings, and wipe 
the meal from their cat. No other will. 


\ * 


* « 
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Letter to the Intelligencer, September a. 



THE 




CHICAGO PLATFORM OF i 

THAT THE PLATFORM' MEANS 




.A 







WE STATED IN OUR FORMER COMMUNICAT 
RIGHT IN THE STATES TO SECEDE AT PLEASURE— 

;N. JACKSON’S VIEWS UPON THE 











No one who has read the proceedings of this* 

that Vallandigham was its master spirit, 
out of sight, around and to whom all revolved and conformed 
their views. He stated before going into the Convention- he would 
have a peace or unconditional surrender platform,* or he would have 
none. He was first as the leading man on the committee to frame 
it. A disagreement was expected by the public, and no one 
attributes the want of disagreement to any surrender or yielding of 
VALLANDiG+FA'iSf or hj$ known satellites. It may be affirmed then, 
that the platform is meant to conform to his views, whatever may be 
its outward guise, else would he bane acquiesced in silence? Nay, 
more, would he have given it his express sanction by moving that; 
the nomination of McClellan be'declared unanimous? None can 
doubt on this point. Now what are his views on the great political 
heresy of Secession, that has caused already so great a sacrifice of 
blood and treasure ? 

In his speech in Congress February 20 , i86r, he said: “It is vain 

to tell me States cannot secede — seven States have seceded . In three 

months their agents and commissioners will return from 

recognition of Great Britain and France, and of the 

„ * 

the Continent.”- 






Recordj page 76. 

Again—“Secession hm been tried, and has proved 

The practicability of doing it and 
have been established.”— Record, page 87. 

Again—“If any one or more of the States of this 

of the sufficiency of which before 
history they alone may judge 
never would, as a Representative in 
, vote one dollar of money 

shed in civil war.” 
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man in the 


know that the 





nor 




gress on 



and authority again, 

4 

f I have not voted for any 
or navy appropriation bill, since the 

, 1861.”— Record, page 147. 






Again 




w 



ing, make an armistice —no 
armies from the seceded States, recall 

Record, page 200, 



up your blockades.’ 

And what then, but to abandon the Union altogether, 
on such terms as J eff. Davis & Co. should be pleased to 





r 



were Vallandigham’s views in 1861, and we know 

B & 



are the same now. He has preserved his consistency, and has em¬ 
bodied the same views in the Chicago platform. Horatio Seymour, 
and the Woods, who raised the mobs in New York just at the fearful 
crisis of Gettysburg; and Marshal Kane, who headed the mob that 
made the first resistance on behalf of J eff. Davis and the independ¬ 
ent sovereignty of States, to the Federal army in the streets of Bal¬ 
timore, were the next prominent members in this Convention; and 
they also continue unchanged in their views. 

Compare the views of this Convention, which professes to repre¬ 
sent the Democratic party, with the views of General J ackson, the 
founder of that party, expressed in his memorable proclamation 
issued against Calhoun and nullification in 1832, and none can 
doubt but that the members of the Convention have “stolen the livery 
of Heaven to serve the Devil under.” “I consider,” says the old 

patriot, “a power to annul a law of the United States, as 
sumed by one State to be incompatible with the existence of the 
1, contradicted expressly by the letter of the Constitution, un¬ 
its spirit, inconsistent with every principle on which it 
destructive of the first object fpr which it 








that any State may at pleasure 
the United States is not a 











contend that any part of a Nation 
the other parts to their 
offense.” 

and duty of the other S 
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Loyal State of 



Which has the singular honor and gratification to have 
by'this Convention. 




Wells burg, W. Va. 

* 


[Letter to the InteiPgencer, September it, r864.J 

THE CHICAGO PLATFORM OF 1864—AN UNCONDITION¬ 
AL ADOPTION OF IT BY GEORGE B. McCLELLAN. 

So another cat, hitherto the most wily of them all, in wearing the 
disguise, stands revealed to all in his true character. He hqs adopted 
the secession platform in each and every part. It is vain to suppose 
that he really means by the sweet sounding generalities and frequent 
professions of devotion to the national government and other stale 
and threadbare expressions of bunkum , contained in his letter of ac¬ 
ceptance—that he intends or desires to change it. He no where inti¬ 
mates such a wish. But in the summing up paragraph and the clos¬ 
ing, except the expression of his realization of the responsibilities 
await him, if elected, and his appeal to the Ruler of the univen 
him—a very remote contingency for Divine 

“Believing that the views I have expressed 
Convention” (to-wit: Vallandigham, Wood, Seymour 
Pendleton, Cox, Voorbbes and Company) 
you represent” (that is, all armed rebels and their 

“I 














peopl 








this country and in Europe,) 

Committee presented him the platform 
course he had just read that, 

of the views of the 
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was waited on by August Beiaionte, 
~nd titles; who is the ageu* 1 

in this country t and char 
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have failed 
r’s) chief of staff, 

, cheats the 
every hour he is at large, 
times, than to judge men 



arms. Dean 





as 




denouement of “little Mac,” so long 
It establishes the truth of reports of 
rebel leaders before and since the war 
as a complete justification to the administration for 
the shelf. 





And this is the Democratic party of 1864, its platform and candi¬ 
dates— McClellan and Pendleton, who has been the open and 
airnved co-worker with VALLANDiGHAM in the service of the Rebellion 
since it began. 

Suppose the old hero and patriot who founded the party should 

wake and come forth from the Hermitage, would he not exclaim, with 
all the energy and patriotic indignation which used to characterize 

a * . 

him when traitors menaced the Government, “Ye have made my 
house a den of Traitors , and by the great Eternal if you don't leave 
the country I’ll hang you as high as Haman!” Aye, he would do it, 
too, and very soon vanish from “little Mac’s” dreams the nervous re¬ 
sponsibilities he sees awaiting him, and make him invoke Heaven to 
forgive and save his own traitorous soul, rather than help him to de¬ 
stroy the Government! Would to God we had a General Jackson ! 






the damnable scheme has become too much exposed to 
with support from our loyal people. The severe experience 
riice they have undergone the last four years has too much awakened 
them to bold and independent thought and action to be now 
or seduced by such transparent folly and knavery, as a “ 

withdrawal of our army and navy just as 
victory is at hand, over a defiant and unrepentant foe. 

Ethan Allen has spoken ; and soon the people of the 

manner, only louder. Sherman and 
Petersburg and Richmond will 
November, 

to little Mac 





will speak in 






even the 


hero and founder 






loyal 



fast to “honest Old 











be blows heavier and faster; save and 



enemies 



, though it has to be done at 

g 

will be well, and he will be re 













fear or 
This, 



in the field nou*. If the 
Administration should at once 
ardless of all threats, and meet 











enius and safety of the government and true 
everywhere, demand at its hands. If it fails or falters, all may 

Loyal State of West Virginia 






P. S. We believe the leading rebels have given up all 
establishing a separate Confederacy by the present efforts, 
directing their energies to secure the next best thing in their view, 
to-wit: A Confederation of all the States, which will carry with it a 
in each State to secede at pleasure. And under this new ar¬ 
rangement, Jeff. Davis is to be the Captain, or he will secede and set 
up for himself. This is the kind of Union “Little Mac,” the Con¬ 
vention, and rebel leaders are at work for now. 



* * % 


I also published, in the same paper, during the campaign, the fol- 
owing, touching “the approaching Presidential election.” 



[Letter to the Intelligencer.J 

THE APPROACHING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

Fellow Citizens:—A nd by the term I mean to include 
maintain to me and to each other that dearest and 



earthly 
and flag 






which an unwavering attachment ro a common 

No matter in what State you may live, 

, or what guise or external 

may be constrained by external circumstances temporarily 

unconditionally loyal. 
momentous issues now at hand, to confer 







view 







the measures most likely to 

important than the maintenance 
which our Fathers 













in 




common in* 




a 




B 



but this 







on 



our children. 


you in person and confer together 



propose to confer with 





I trust our common 
will furnish for me a sufficient a 



so lm 











granted that all earnest and patriotic 
and value of our Government as A. H. 
of the Southern Confederacy, did, in 186 
it “the best Government the sun of Heaven 

9 

proceed at once to consider the following propositions: 

That the Government can be maintained and preserved only 
by vanquishing the rebel armies through a vigorous prosecution 
the war. 





Second —-That the people of the loyal States, if they act unitedly, 
are as competent and certain to do it as a three pound weight is cer¬ 
tain to weigh down one. 

Third —That the only way to accomplish it is to elect Lincoln and 
Johnson, and that we have no-choice left as affairs now stand. 


I shall proceed to discuss these propositions with that candor and 
scrupulous regard for truth which a just sense of the importance of 
the subject naturally inspires. If I err it shall be an error of the 
head and not the heart. Then “censure me in your judgment, that 
you may the better judge.” 



I assume as a fact now conceded by all earnest and patriotic men, 
the rebel leaders, who govern and control their armies, aim either 
at breaking up the Government and establishing a new one within its 
domains, or, failing in this, to reconstruct what, in their minds 
already a broken and disrupted Government in such 

the right in each State to secede at 
determination in them to accomplish 

Mr. Calhoun 


manner as 




more than thirty years. 

the scheme as early as 1828; and in 1830, while 
Senate as Vice President of the United States, he 
Y. 





regarded as his ablest disciple, to 
trine of secession in that body, in the celebrated 

whom Mr. Webster 




m 



secession doctrine, as honest men 

but not 
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188 









President in order to 
could in person take charge 

and push its pretentions 
in 1832 in Nullification by South Carolina and a tota 

Jackson, and the near escape of 
This second signal defeat, while 
Calhoun further overt acts of treason, only served 

Soon after 


anger 


strengthen his determination. 



the 






in 










ave for the Tariff question as the fittest 
entire South and “firing the Southern heart.” 




At this time 





mg 

the present leaders of the rebellion were his young disciples, 

Paul at Gamaliel’s feet, and imbibed the maddening 
of treason. They dug up the now famous “resolutions of 
and grossly perverting their meaning from what their authors declare 
they intended, they succeeded by thirty years constant labor in 
eating the Southern mind, as well as many of the Northern demo¬ 
crats into the belief of the secession doctrine, and all the while were 
“firing the Southern heart” by preaching to the Southern people the 
insecurity of their slave property under the National Government. 
Jefferson Davis imbibed not only Calhoun’s poison, but his inor¬ 
dinate love of power and ambitious aspirations. Calhoun’s sun set 
while giants yet stood on our country’s watchtowers, and without 
consummating the great scheme of his life —the breaking up of the 
government and establishment of a monarchy on its ruins. He took 
care to bequeath the consummation of his scheme with the avenge- 
ment of his personal griefs with minute instructions to his disciples— 
most trusted of whom and principal executor of the trust was 
Jefferson Davis. What has occurred since Calhoun’s death 
is too painfully familiar to all to justify repeating. It may 
safely said that the disciple has far excelled his master in 
of execution, if nothing mdre. Amid all the changes 









any one else 


s that have taken place during the present war, 
interview with Colonel Jacques and Mr. Gilmore 

purpose to be “absolute independence 
, and that it was useless for 
approach him with any other 

shattered remnant of an 












incessantly ever since his master’s 
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make ready. So stands our armed 




overns 
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Now how is 









which necessari 



to be gotten 
informs us that 
to declare at once a “ 
a withdrawal of our 






; call in our navy, raise the blackade 





pose to J 
all the 



. Davis that a Convention of delegates, 
whom the settlement of the matter 




sen m 




mm 












And 



knowing what we do of Jeff. Davis 
avowed determination, can any man in his senses believe 
accept the offer at all, or if so, with any other view but to 

and fraud what he despairs of obtaining 
Government continues vigorously to prosecute the war 
suppose he should accept the offer with the view mentioned, 
would certainly be with no other, it would place the Government 
completely in his power. To elect the delegates and get them 
gether from Oregon, California and other distant parts would require 
five or six months at least. And after the Convention should assem- 

w 

ble, the Southern delegates would have it in their powgr to prolong 
the session twelve months more, making eighteen months, and then 
break up in a row. This would give to Davis time to repair his 
losses. His army would not be disbanded, but go to work in all 
forms, strengthening and repairing, still preserving their organization, 
so as to be placed in line of battle at any time at the mere tap of 
the drum or sound of the bugle. The blockade being raised and 
Commerce restored, with the Government of the Southern Confed¬ 
eracy in full operation all the while—with the implied, consent at 



of the old Government— can any one doubt that in such a case 
England and France would acknowledge, their independence, form 
an alliance, offensive and defensive, and if not openly so, the rebels* 
friends and confederates abroad would* supply ,them with 
needed, including men. So they would f at the end 

months, be as strong as at the commencement 

Now how would it be with the old Government ? 






war. 



would have to be withdrawn from the Southern soil, 
we have re-possessed during the war relinquished, most 
times would have expired, and until, then the whole 

expense of a million or 
become hopelessly 




pay and 









This is 



of things that must occur 





pro- 
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Convention and endorsee 



.ki.lan « 
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into practice ; ant 
show that the plan they 
any different results, 
because the war so far has been 


•Hi 


€ 



can be car 




# 




Con: 



in every part/’ and an “Administrative 





dangerous powers not granted by 
McClellan volunteered to participate 
Commander-in-Chief, or as Corps Commander, 
to his wish, and still retains his commission and 












in his letter of acceptance he avows that 
with the views of the Convention in every 
Taken as a whole, I am brought to the painful conclusion that it 
more nor less than a branch of Jeff Davis’ great scheme 

A 

violence and treason, and that all connected with it are as guilty 
Davis himself, with all the meanest passions of our nature super 
added. 


Would Je£f Davis, think you, consent to lay clown his arms on such 
a surrender on our side and go into Convention with men he rates 
worse than “hyenas” for the purpose of arranging terms on which he 
is passively to surrender up the great work of his life and sole object 
of his ambition ? Did Calhoun, his great prototype and master, act 
in that manner? Do you think Gen. Jackson could have been ' con ¬ 
ciliated out of his opposition to the United States Bank, or to John 
C. Calhoun and his nullification ? Or do you think Calhoun would 
have knocked under if he had had the army and people Jeff. Davis 
now has, and General Jackson had been as powerless as the Gov¬ 
ernment would be with the Chicago Platform carried into practice ? 
Grim terror alone ever turns such men from a great and 
purpose. But to bring it nearer home, can you hope to 
or persuade your neighbor passively to surrender to you 
and hope of his whole life’s labor? No, fellow-citizens, it i 

iple of our nature—-“trust it not, it w 













without fear of contradiction 





man, that the 




y way left for getting rid of the 
is to crush and scatter its army 





the war, which Lieutenant Gen.er il 






# A 



us 




armv are now doing most effectually. 


* ■ * 
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and all who 
standing wide 
all below the rank 







way it 



f 



of the rebellion and its leader 
accomplished. 

Va., October 7, 1864. 




[Letter to the Intelligencer.] 

THE APPROACHING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 


. Fellow Citizens :—The people of the loyal States possess the 
amplest ability and power to wipe out the last vestige of rebellion, 
and that speedily. That the enemy has got to the end of his tether, 
both as regards men and money, is a conceded fact by all, even the 
enemy himself. His armies, under Hood and Early, are either 
killed, captured, scattered or demoralized. The army of Lee is all 
that remains of importance, and that is far inferior to our forces 
about Richmond; and our army under Sherman was never in better 
condition. . Besides, we have not yet called more than one-third of 
our fighting men to the field. Visit our cities and villages, and travel 
upon our railroads, and we are scarcely able to miss any. Our 
money, the “sinews of war,” advanced in the last few days 700 per 
cent.— the last sale being $1.85 —and the price of goods have 
already begun to fall in the market correspondingly—which is owing 
solely to the recent brilliant success of our arms. Compare our’s 
with the enemy's currency, which has become nearly or quite worth¬ 
less. A common calico dress costs in their money at Richmond 
$175 ; a pair of women’s shoes of ordinary quality $125, and a pair 
of children’s $105, and other necessaries of life in like proportion. 


This we know from unimpeachable evidence. Behold 

and refugees naked, famishing and pennvless, 




our 







bear in 




land of Dixie, and listen to their story 
oppression that hold universal reign there 
this is the bastard Government, 










—that the Chicago Platform 
freemen to lav clown their arms ant 



and become as deplorable 
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t let me ask the attention 


lisan croakers among us (generally propertyles 
that are constantly whining about the magnitude 

of blood. This debt in June 
a person, when equally distributed amon 
States, leaving out of account the 
to be made to pay the whole 
conflict. 
























Is any one so white-livered as 
ened at this ? If there is and I should appeal to him 
such a shameful predicament and stop whining, I should 
an answer as the valorous husband gave to bis wife, after 
driven him with hei broom under the bed, and bade him under pain 
of further brooming not to peek out from under the hanging 
lid—firmly and resolutely declared that “he would peek so long as 
he had the spirit of a man in him.” All such as stop mm to talk 
about the magnitude of the debt, I would ask to look and consider 
the ways o 4 that man who after getting a charter and having expend¬ 
ed only eighth of his ready means in constructing a toll bridge 
to within a few feet of the opposite shore—should all at once stop 
from fear of the expense, and decline to make the completion which 
would render the whole outlay highly remunerative, and save him¬ 
self from becoming the laughing stock of all. Such as- have all at 
once expressed their horror at the further shedding' of blood, I 
would ask what they think of the humanity of the frontier settler 
who had been endeavoring for years to destroy an old she wolf that 
prowled about his premises, and had devoured not only his pigs, 
poultry and sheep, but some of bis children, should, upon 
advised that his neighbors had at last denned the monster, and re¬ 
quested that his boy or himself should bring a gun to dispatch i 








on di 





should decline the request and open fire upon his neighbors, instead 

wolf, from the rear. And of those who approve the Chicago 

sympathise with its candidates—I would 

the inhabitant of a dry and comb us table 

at the windward of his house, a 
# 

summoned his household, and rushed 

control and encompassing it 
open a small space opposite 
ehold folded their arms, retired to their 

approaching and spreading flames unti 
and all were consumed ! Does not “the cessation 
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ities as 
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swam. 









akably as 








The people 
and i ower to 
ment if they v 



house in 


airie settler invites the general conflagn 
ey really think to extinguish Jeff. Davis 
adoes and robbers wkh and 

els of the san sort 

the loyal States possess then the amf 
:edily crush the rebellion and vindicate i 
but unite and make the proper use of 



all his 





they have, 


But suppose our loyal people fail to unite, and thereby sacrifice our 
glorious free government, not only to ourselves and posterity, but to 
the oppressed lovers of freedom throughout the world, will the broad 
record of our race furnish an example of such self-abasement and 
voluntary destruction ? And before God, I believe the election of 
Lincoln and Johnson, with the defeat of the Chicago Platform and 
its candidates, is the only event that can save us. 


A CITIZEN. 


HYjlLLsbltjro,, W. Va. # October io, 1864. 


I ,et*er to the IffteTTigencer. J 

THE APPROACHING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION —REA¬ 
SONS WHY WE SHOULD VOTE FOR LINCOLN AND 

JOHNSON, 

Fellow Citizens :—In the third place let us consider the reasons 
why we should vote for Lincoln and Johnson. The President, as 
you all know, is made by the Constitution the head of the civil gov¬ 
ernment, and also Commander-ia-Chkf of the Army and Navy of 
the United States, that is, the head of die militaiy side also. In 
times of war like the present, as such military head, he possesses 
unlimited powers so far m the management and conduct of the 
army and navy are coneetned, subject only to the established arti¬ 
cles of war. He has the power to proclaim a “cessation of hostili¬ 
ties,” withdraw our armies from Southern soil, recall our navy, raise 








the 








open a tree comr 
\ Confederacy, standin 
; constitute an indeo 
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This wou 
at once 
end 






acknowledgment by us. 
there would be the 




powers won 








y what the Chicago Convention 
a “cessation of hostilities.” Presidents we know are as 
other people, and in that event the 





powers upon the Vice President, that 




Pendleton, if their ticket should be elected, who thereby 





Now what earnest patriotic man is there, 
not rather trust Jeff. Davis than Pendleton ? The record 








establishes as full and clear proof of disloyalty as Davis’ 

Davis stands open and above board in his true character; 
Pendleton attempts to cloak his no less hostile sentiments with 
professions of loyalty—the one an open public enemy—the other an 
enemy in disguise—a spy, which the usages of war hang as a felon. 
And the recent acceptance by McClellan of the Chicago Platform, 
after the high trusts and favors he has received, places him in the 
minds of honest men far below either. 

Now let me lift the cloak of Democracy and show you the leaders 
of the Chicago Convention. There is Vallandigham, the martyr, 
as the faithful style him, but as everybody knows, a convicted traitor. 
He agrees to all their doings, and moves that the nomination of Mc¬ 
Clellan be declared unanimous. There is Fernando Wood and 
Ben., his brother, authors of the new gospel of Peace; and Seymour. 
These organized and headed the mobs of New' York City to act as 
Committee of reception, at that city, of General Lee and his army, 
had they not been unexpectedly detained at Gettysburg. There is 
Olds, and Cox, and Voorhees, and Marshal Kane, who headed 

in Baltimore, and Alex. Long. There is Auguste Bel¬ 
mont, the known agent for the Confederate bond holders in Europe, 
and Chairman of the National Democratic Committee, as the faithful 

with George Sanders & Co., 
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House, it i: 



Northern branch of the great 




This Belmont is intent on one thing, that is, to 

shall be paid—the bottoms of the original 
There is Dean Richmond and Peter 




, who, like vultures, are always 
desolation, disintegration, and decomposition are 

post-riders and 



Then 
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House. And then 



dim 
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# @ 



shadow of all that remains 










evoke the 




man, sit!in 

1 a# 

dall, now demented and in utter dotage 

of General Jackson’s Cabinet 
profanation of the name 
its founder, and mindful of the opinion 
had of Calhoun and treason while in the body, they 

transported him thither with a view to appease 
heroe’s ghost, and honest and unsuspecting 
perceive you, like myself, are becoming 
the curtain. 
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Now, you perceive that every block that enters into their pyramid of 
, except, perhaps, that nonentity, Amos Kendall, is 
pure, with no spot or blemish of loyalty ; and “Little Mac” has 
come the cap-stone. Now of whatever nature this last man is, like 
every other cap-stone, he must depend for support on whatever is 
beneath him. Be he fish or fowl the rebels have swallowed him, and 
he is to be digested and assimilated, if need be, so as to nourish the 
rebel body- 

Now let us turn for a moment from this painful spectacle to Lin¬ 
coln and Johnson, scornfully styled by these agents of treason and 
collectors of rebel debts already protested, “The Rail Splitter and 
Tailor.” Their contempt for these noble men shows their contempt 
for our glorious institutions, that have enabled them to rise from these 
humble, but useful and honorable callings, to the proudest stations 
on earth. They are such Ri-vers and Sew-ers as will cleave down 
the Confederacy, and stitch up its winding sheet. They are fit i 
trations of the inestimable value of our institutions. The humblest 




boy in the land can attain to the same proud eminence, 
can these great and good men exclaim to the Chicago renegade 
the celebrated Tristam Burgess did to John Randolph 

Senate, who taunted him with havin 







cooper 
best 



said that old “bald Eagle,” “ 
Rhode Island, and the difference 



I 








a cooper 






is, if he had been born a cooper, 

Having cast my first vote for Genera 

Calhoun and his 









Douglas at the last election, 

# 

favors of the present 
nevertheless been brought to the 
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exam 


the Government 

i 

embarrassments that 


more 
coln has done. 




, and more 

no doubt he will do so in 
time to call him to a 


man to supply his place. 




$ 




it 



that the dignity of the Government requires 
commenced professedly against Mr. Lincoln, 



rebels 



nu * 





made to ground their arms at his feet. 1 
vindicate the government 


are any who are charmed and allured by the mere name 
of Democracy, which our opponents have stolen and got under as 







oilier animal got under the lion skin, I would beg them to 
serve where the eminent Democrats, statesmen and heroes of 
General Jackson school, stand in this issue— Lewis Cass, Daniel S. 
Dickinson, Generals Wool, Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Meade, 
Hooker, Butler, Rosecrans, Burnside, Logan, Dix, Meagher, 
Sickles, McCall, Com. Farragut, and a host of others, whose 
names and deeds will illuminate the history of the country and the 
world, when the names of this Chicago junto will be remembered 
only for their treason. And if any ask for further avowals of their 
purpose than “cessation of hostilities,” &c., implies, I answer, they pro¬ 
pose to wipe out the State of West Virginia and all the re-organized 
governments—remand the gallant and loyal men that have participat¬ 
ed therein back to their former and now infuriated oppressors, to be 
hung and their property confiscated for treason committed against 
sovereign States—disarm and divest our gallant colored troops, and 
deliver them up to their former masters; and indemnify the rebels 
for the damages and expense of the war! These among 

avow. 


let me speak a word of advice to voters 
interest with myself in this best of 
and hold the power. In times 
have a direct and vital interest 
has the right to cast his vote 
of the country, in which we 
still our relations to each 
co-partners in their 

exercise it so 











votes 






inon 
are not 
has a ri 











goods. Each 
injure his co- 
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d vote corruptly under t 
money or other thing ; or negligently 
all the means within his 












tions 


ejudioe as far as possible, or 
they who they may 

persons commit a graat wrong, which must in 
earnest and patriotic men fix a stigma upon 

be a most apt occasion for our 
of disloyalty and want of attachment to our 
urged by t}ie Know Nothing party, by standing 


to be 


me 





















; Government which has given them an asylum 
oppression of their Father-land, and admitted them on such 
and easy terms to all the rights and privileges of citizenship ; 
which is still holding out the same precious boon to millions of their 
countrymen, groaning under the heels of the old despotisms, the like 
of which Jeff. I)Avrs and the Chicago Convention are now laboring 
to establish in this country. Your conduct in the coming election 
will not only affect yourselves and children, but the welfare and 
standing of your countrymen that shall hereafter immigrate. The trial 
will be severe, but the Government will triumph. Mark that. This, 
election will determine who are its friends and who its enemies. My 
earnest prayer is that my adopted fellow citizens shall stand to the 
old flag as nobly and gallantly at the ballot box as they have on the 
battle field. I have ventured these remarks not only because I have 
a direct and vital interest in every man’s vote, as he has in mine, but 
because I desire to see all my fellow citizens so acquit themselves in 
great crisis as shall secure the approval of their own conscience 



and all earnest and patriotic men. 


up 



Hearts within and God o’erhead,” let all loyal men stand unitedly 

reat work— 

“Perish party, perish clan; 

Strike for Freedom while we can— 

Like the arm of one strong man !” 


Well 



October n, 1864. 


A CITIZEN, 
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, the Presidential election 
States. The number of E 
Lincoln and Johnson, 
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and Pendleton 







and io, 
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>e of Kentucky, New 
the former, was 2,203, 
popular vote of West Virginia was 23,152 
for the latter. Whereas, no man, I think, 

t Virginians, than Gen. McClellan 
that Department. So much for his 
with the rebel cause! So the rebel 




t 










move, only united and strengthened , instead 
the loyal people. 

Their next move was, 1 think, through Hon. Francis P. 

negotiation with the authorities at Washington, for a 
ment between the “ two governments as Mr. Davis styled it. 
much correspondence, Commissioners Stephens, Hunter and Camp¬ 
bell were permitted to pass through our lines, and proceed 
Hampton Roads, where President Lincoln and Secretary Sbward 
met them in friendly conference, the 30th January, 1865, which, of 
course, resulted in nothing, as the Rebel Commissioners were auth¬ 
orized only to treat and negotiate as representatives of a distinct and 

independent government. 

► 

As Sherman, with his victorious army, was daily, and almost with¬ 
out opposition, subduing the interior of rebeldom, and Grant was 

9 

contracting his lines about Richmond, the Rebel leaders felt there 
was no time te lose. Their next move was, that the Commanders of 

the opposing armies in the field, should agree on the terms of peace. 
This, of course, our government declined. The Rebel Congress, 
about this time, having lost confidence in Mr. Davis, made Lee their 
Generalissimo, who, with their other prominent military men, a 
ciated the situation. This exasperated Mr. Davis, and made 
more desperate and unwise. Their treatment of our 
war, and other measures they resorted to, violative of 
civilized warfare, and some absolutely fiendish, have become matters 










Their next move appears to have been to forcibly seize Mr. Lin 

him to Richmond, and hold him as a 

Failin 



coln 

# 

and hosta 
and 






when they should surrender. 

an seems to have been to decapi 
outright, by assassinating, smi 
President, Secretaries Seward 








iKant. What took place is 
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T 

was contemplated, our National Govern 

—without a Presi 


without a President of the 



of Representatives—'the 
-aws devolved the duties upon. The 
and its officers with it; the Thirty- 
Constitutional right to convene 
Monday of the succeeding December, unless earlier convened 

or Executive head—and there would have 














head 


existing law required the Secretary of 
case of a vacancy in the offices of both President and Vice-President, 

the Governors of the several States, whose duty it was 
electors of President and Vice-President to be chosen 






appointed in their respective States, in a specified time. For 
reason, probably, they included Secretary Seward in their proscribed 
while Secretary Stanton's and Gen. Grant's connection and in¬ 
fluence with the army and loyal people caused them, also, to be in¬ 
cluded—Generals Sherman and Sheridan being absent' 

* 

1 never could believe it was feelings of personal malice towards 
the proscribed, that prompted so desperate a measure on the part of 
the Rebel leaders, who were generally persons of enlarged culture, 
and still commanded the confidence and respect of their confederate 

followers; while the intended victims had certainly borne them¬ 
selves during the terrible conflict, in their complete triumph, and gen- 

for surrender, in a manner to excite respect and esteem 
them personally, though they had been public enemies. It was a 
and unwise policy that prompted the measure—a policy 
in desperation, and utter despair of realizing anything for 
a sacrifice and hope—but utter ruin. So I believe, the lead- 
it. But I believe, they erred greatly, and destroyed their 
truest friend, when Mi. Lincoln fell—and in this belief, 
the South now, concur. 

Radicals, after their break with President 
was Confederate in the measure. r l 
, and without any foundation. He 
by the rebels, who would never hav 
and leaving Mr. Johnson alive, 
viewed it, he treacherously 
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in decapitating 
eneral anarchy anticipated, wou; 



as con 

















army, and citizens would 
into a Vigilance Committee, and soon supplied 
ment agents or officers. They were, indeed, as 
dividual sovereigns, each competent to set up and mana 
ment. In that consisted their peculiar excellence and power 
emergency. No permanent decapitation of the Government, 
have occurred without decapitating the loyal individuals. 

Thus, by surrender of the Rebel army soon after, practica 
aveholders’ great Rebellion, which had shaken 
world. And if their wisdom and practical sense, had come 
near their valor, perseverance and self-sacrifice, they would never 
have gotten into the predicament, but clung to the Old Government 
and Flag, which belonged to them—they having been true to 
while others had violated—and sought redress “in the Union,” and 

through the Union. In that event, the entire free States portion of 
the Democratic party would have cordially co-operated, including the 
cowardly dough-faced leaders, who, after promising as largely as the 
Devil on the Mount, and thereby inciting their Southern allies to un¬ 
dertake the fearful leap—slunk into their holes and hid, at the first 
clash of arms; and became afterwards, what were known as “Peace 
Democrats,” whose character has already been depicted. And as a 
general thing, the “dyed-in-the-wool” Abolitionists of the free States, 
and ranting fire-eaters of the South, behaved in about the same way. 
The two extremes had “raised the whirlwind,” and then left it 





others to managers best they could, the existence of the Government 
being the stake ! The Confederates taken together, may be 
have sacrificed all property but their lands, and more than 
million of lives. 

Of 


appear: 
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great perils through which the Government 

, on looking back, to have been more eminent 
election crisis, in the twenty-five loyal States 
results show. For while Lincoln and 













lectors chosen, they had but 406,812 

-—while all Rebeldom, of course 



mi 
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her life 



of one in every ten voters in 
; while Rebeldom was plying its arms with cles 




success against our 



*1 * 

flilrti%l 







Its unprinci 
hout the twenty-five 
Imperial Mexico, were doin 

! In such a vote by the inhabitants 
on so plain an issue, which involved 
see little in the achievement, 



un 










whole, that reflects credit for either intelligence or 
shows on how frail a thread, politically, the We of the Government 
hung, after three years and a half's fighting. How 




be our gratitude for the noble friendship exhibited by Russia 


The 







arnaies surrendered on terms both noble and 
Mr. Lincoln, with- the concurrence of his Cabinet 


Generals. These terms, some feared at the time, were too liberal 

But their religious observance, afterwards, by General Lee 
and bis army, including even guerrillas, abundantly showed that this 
spirit of liberality touched the heart, and won a pledge of personal 
honor from every Confederate soldier; and the fidelity with which 
that pledge has been kept, has scarcely a parallel in ancient or mod¬ 
em times. 

* 

Thus all armed resistance to the Government ceased, leaving our 
system of civil polity, including State and National Governments, un¬ 
changed, save the wear and tear of the war and its incidents—the 
principal of which was the emancipation of about 4,000,000 slaves of 
African descent. It then devolved on the Victors, who were in full 
possession of the Government, with Mr. Johnson installed as Presi¬ 
dent, to restore and rehabilitate the States, provide for the Freedmen 
their new relation to the Government, and dispose of the 

as true State policy and future peace and 
required. This was a difficult and delicate task, requiring 
statesmanship, profound political wisdom, and exalted patriotism. 
What the victors and vanquished have done, and are doing, belongs 

history. 

All armed resistance to the Government having 

the new State thereby made certain 
ics in a great measure ceased ; 
















welfare, prosperity and 

I have published some 





touching various questions 
which I propose to insert " 
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WHAT WEST VIRGINIA DID. 

Legislature at its session in i 
collapse of the Confederacy, and return 
s to their former homes, with feelings 
its laws, passed the 35th of February, 
prudential measure, a law of which the followin 












extract. Theretofore the disguised Rebels among us, as 
thing, had not deigned to participate in what they styled a 




ft 


h 2 . If tins vote of any person offering to vote at any election shall 

be challenged by any voter present, the supervisor and the inspectors 

* 

of the election shall refuse to allow such person to vote until lie shaR 

produce to them an affidavit as follows: 


“Township of- 


>unty, to-wit: 



“1, A. B., (name of affiant,) do solemnly swear that I have never 
voluntarily borne arms against the United States, the re-organized 
government of Virginia, or the State of West Virginia; that I have 

never voluntarily given aid, comfort or assistance to persons engaged 
in armed hostility against the United States, the re-organized govern¬ 
ment of Virginia, or the State of West Virginia; that I have not at 
any time sought, accepted, exercised, or attempted to exercise 
office or appointment whatever, under any authority or pretended au 
thority hostile or inimical to the United States, the re-organized gov 
eminent of Virginia, or the State of West Virginia; that 1 have 

yielded a voluntary support to any government, or 

power or Constitution within the United 
thereto, or hostile or inimical to the 
, or the State of West Virginia ; 
support the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution 

Virginia; and that I take this 
ervation or purpose of evasion.” 







tended 














uch 
may 
the election 



be subscribed by the 




supervisor or 
offers to vote, or 






person au- 







court 





shall 


County, who: 







; and the takin 
, of which the party 
of the offence. Every 
delivered to the inspectors 
returned to the office of 










it shall be to file and preserve 





section shall not apply to any person who 
in the military service of the United 


who has 






m a 
taken as 





same in 







or may hereafter be honorably discharged therefrom 
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The ist of March following it passed a joint resolution* proposing 
to amend the State Constitution by incorporating the following: 

“ Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia y The following is 
proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of this State, to be 
added at the end of the first section of the third article thereof, to 
become part of the said Constitution when ratified according to the 
provisions thereof, namely: 

“No person who, since the first day of June, i86r, has given or 
shall give voluntary aid or assistance to the rebellion against the 
United States, shall be a citizen of this State, or be allowed to vote 
at any election held therein, unless he h is volunteered into the mili¬ 
tary or naval service of the United States, and has been or shall be 
honorably discharged therefrom. 

“Adopted, March i, 1865.” 


rft 


he same Legislature abolished absolutely, the small remnant 
Slavery within the State, and instructed its Senators, and 








sentatives in Congress, to vote in favor of 
Amendment to the National Constitution as propose 

same and subsequent Legislature 
atory and citixeniiing oath, a 
trust under the State, of suein 
their bar. These became 









a similar 
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Oaths’’ 1 —about which much has been said and written 


After 



urrender of the Confederate Armies 





West Virginia, especially such as had been to the front, returned to 
their former homes with thankful hearts for the generous terms on 
which they had been permitted to surrender. These, with scarcely 
an exception, accepted and submitted to the New State and its laws 
as they found them, and as the terms of their surrender tequired. 







spicuous 
four 


-at-home rebel sympathizers, whose 
war, and New State, had rendered unpopular 
by the returned Virginia Politicians who 
Dixie, seeking for their “lost rights” elsewhere 
Confederate army, or within the smell of gunpowder, that 
fuss and contention afterwards experienced—aided I 
some degree, by the unwisdom of the parly in power. 









The natural and unbroken affiliation of these two classes (whose 
aim and aspiration were to possess the offices with the emoluments) at 

once coalesced and formed what was known as the “Conservative 

* 

party.” 


Their first move was to possess themselves of the offices of the 
New State through the votes of disfranchised ex-rebels. To 'accom¬ 
plish this they had got to get rid of the law passed the 25th of Feb¬ 
ruary, 1865, before quoted. Their programme was to procure that 
law to be disregarded by the officers having charge of the elections 
throughout the State. Daniel Lamb, Esq., of Wheeling, was applied 
to by their confederates, the Supervisors of Ohio County, as to the 
constitutionality of the law. He gave in September, 1865, a long* 
written opinion, declaring the law unconstitutional and void, and 
should therefore be disregarded by all officers superintending the 
elections. 











The then Attorney General, the Hon. E. B. Hall, at the 
of Government officers, gave his written opinion, asserting 
be constitutional and obligatory upon all Superintendent 
tions. The Hon. Nathaniel Harrison, then Judge 

;ave his written opinion to the same 
Conservative leaders were then everywhere at work, fillin 

1 

opposed to the validity of the law. .. 
zen and candidate for no office, I published the, following letter in 
the Wheeling Intelligencer touching the question ; 
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THE PO 



ICAL STATUS OF THE REBELS OF THI 


STATE—HAVE THEY THE RIGHT 







Daniel 












-I read in your paper ot yesterday 
Esq,, and Judge Harrison, of 
interesting subject. I think judge Harrison 
one that should govern the action 
and Inspectors in the election. I think Mr. Lamb is radically wron 
position regarding, as he does, the test oath, as containing 
something the Constitution does not authorize, when it is intended to 
be a means or mode merely of determining the pre-requisite of citi¬ 
zenship. The object of the law was to keep traitors who have 
feited all civil rights under the loyal government, from doing, through 
the ballot-box, what they have failed to do by arms, until such times 
as they shall have “shown fruits meet for repentance.” It can de¬ 
prive no loyal man of his vote, but only furnishes him the means to 
protect himself and government against an unrepentant foe, whose 
malicious venom is now being disclosed in the Wirtz trial, at Wash¬ 
ington, and which every act of their rebellion illustrates; and within 
a day or two in South Carolina, by electing the notorious Wade 
Hampton a delegate, and then exulting over the defeat of loyal men. 
This is the real animus everywhere, as well in West Virginia as in 
South Carolina, and he is either a sympathizer or blind, who does 
not see it. It requires time, and that self-respect and dignified de¬ 
portment on our part, that shall cor.vi ice them that we know our 



s, and are fully determined to maintain them and the Govern¬ 
ment in peace as we have in war; that we have upheld the Govern¬ 
ment against their armed assaults, and that we can do it a 



wt 







. Let this be done with kindness, and 
assurance and self-respect. Such a course 
to become good citizens, and as soon as 
cheerfully to full rights, but not before. We have been fooled 
enough, bullied enough, damaged enough, and now are 







to pay 
form. 




malicious devilment, not to submit 


# 
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voters will challenge, as a 
good requires to be challenged ; 

will be restored. This is 


the Government is now pursuing with the rebels. 
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enemies everywhere, without : 
terms of surrender 















ected to office* until the 
the Government set aside 
these rebels have the same political status in 
may reside ; only, President Johnson 


excludes 




benefit of his proposed amnesty 
over and joined the rebels; and to this class 
returned West Virginia rebels that Mr. Lamb 
seem so desirous to have restored and try their hand at voting 




F 



mo: 







But 




the law is unconstitutional, and 



iously advises 

Supervisors and Inspectors throughout the State—generally gentle- 

not learned in the law- 


-to disregard it, and thereby set them¬ 
selves above the Legislature, which is supposed to contain the best 
talent and wisdom of the State. 



Why, it is very seldom that a 
Circuit Judge will undertake to declare a law passed by the Legisla¬ 
ture Unconstitutional, but obeys and refers the question of its Con¬ 
stitutionality to the decision of the Court of Appeals. 

I deny that this law is Unconstitutional. The Rebels whom it is 
designed to exclude from voting until they have repented, ceased to 
be citizens of this State and the United States, and forfeited all po¬ 
litical and civil rights when they joined the Rebellion, and have nev¬ 
er regained them as the present dealings of the Government with 
them everywhere fully demonstrate. On this principle of public 
law—that citizens when they turn traitors and public enemies forfeit 
citizenship and all civil and political rights—the Government of Vir¬ 
ginia was re-organized, and upon that re organization the New State 
itself rests. And now these sympathizing lawyers, hoping doubtless 

Rebel votes, welcome ail such as have survived the terri- 









le at arms back to the full enjoyment of their former ri 

are still red with patriots’ blood. The moral sense 
will never submit to it. Sympathizing and inter* 
/ spin their threads of sophistry, but an insu 

people will never submit. 

be unworthy of their State and her heroes, living and 

The 


















voters should challenge every 
not repented, and let all others vote, 
cheerfully submit to take the Oath, but skulkin 

lizers may have qualms of conscience. 






irgmia rebels have committed triple tre 
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the re-organized 

Virginia. Who has 


cr 














went 
As 



m 



enemie 



President can only remit for the 

inia can only remit for the re 
, Has either done it ? If so, 
citizens of the United States, but 
not citizens of the State of 



The 





voters. The Convention that re- 
61, by solemn ordinance declared 

the Convention at Richmond or the 





Con 



States, or professed to owe allegiance or obedience to 
became thereby subjects or citizens of a foreign State or power 
war with the United States, and authorized the Govemmen 



arrest and compel them to depart from the State ; and this was 
affirmation of a law of Virginia as old as the State itself. And even 
the President had the power, and had, since the war ended, made 




them citizens of the United States, still they would have to reside in 

this State a year thereafter, before they would be entitled to vote. 

Now it is made the express duty of the Supervisors and Inspectors 
to ascertain and decide who are qualified voters, and to determine 
the fact, are authorized to examine the person offering to vote upon 
his oath in respect to his citizenship, residence, age, and other facts 
connected with his qualification. See acts of the Legislature 1863, 
page 119, chapter ioo r sections 23-24. Nobody will doubt but this 
law is Constitutional. Nor would there be any doubt if the Legisla¬ 
ture had prescribed certain questions to be propounded and answer¬ 
ed, instead of leaving the framing of these questions to the 
visors and Inspectors. Nor would there be any doubt if the Ixgisla- 

prescribed the form of an oath to be taken before 
embraced the pre requisite facts of citizenship, 
age, &c. 

Now the test oath which Mf, Lamb says is 
so palpably so as to justify Supervisors and Inspectors 
it, notwithstanding their oaths to uphold the law, is 

question of citizenship ; w 
citizenship, or whether he has 
acts of treason against the 
or the State of West Vi 
47. Where then is 
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committed one of 
the State of West Vir 






voter, 


Article i. Section 



thus 



m m 



the Constitution of 

of the State are the 






m 9 







w 


therein. 


Article 3, Section r, reads thus ; “The white male dSiams of 

entitled to vote at all elections held within the election 






districts in which they respectively reside. But no person who is a 
minor, or of unsound mind, or a pauper, or who is under •conviction 
of treason, felony or bribery in any election, or who has 



re: 




the State for one year, or of the County m 






offers to vote for thirty days next preceding such offer, shall 
vnitted to vote while such disability continues.” 

It will hardly lie contended -that the rebels who left their homes in 
West Virginia to participate Jn the rebellion, hav*; .continued their 
residence in this State, especially when the acts of our Legislature 
have uniformly recognized them as non residents^ and authorized legal 
proceedings against their property as being non residents. How 
then can such be said to have been residents of this State for tJu 
year next prtadmg the election } This also is a sufficient ground for 
excluding their votes at the coming election. 

No one would be more gratified than myself if all the rebels were 
mow so purged of their venom as to be entitled to vote ; hut it must 
take time to accomplish this desirable object; and 1 believe all hon¬ 
est and sensible men, even including the rebels, will secretly, if not 
openly, acknowledge that the measures I have suggested are best 
adapted to work a speedy and thorough regeneration. 

<G. 

Wkllsburg, September 15, 1865, 



At the October election, 1S65, the law in question was very gen¬ 
erally enforced throughout the State, by the firm hand of Governor 
JBoreman, and the conductors of the election. 



The 


MITH 






Tarty,” then headed by Co 

v their ablest constitutional lawyer 
* + 

chair at the first opportunity—saw the necessity 
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power should 
es Loomis, of the Sixth 
in Roane County, held soon 
instructions to the Grand 
wide, denouncing Attorney 
asserting the Constitutionality 
agreed with him. In reply to these 



t, at a 




Hall fur 








owing letters in the Intelligencer: 




IE LOOMIS’ INSTRUCTIONS TO THE GRAND 
OF ROANE COUNTY UPON THE TEST OATH LAW 



1 read in the Weekly Parkersburg Gazette , of the 30th ult, 
me by a friend, a communication headed “Judge Loomis and the 
Test Oath—Important Opinion,” with some remarks reflecting dis¬ 
courteously, to say the least, upon Attorney General Hall, u et id 
omnc genus” using the author’s language, which means all others of 
his description, or that agree with him. At the time of the combined 
copperhead attack upon this law prior to the election, though not a 
“partisan,” nor seeking any office, but only a voter and one of /A# 
loyal people , to whom I had supposed the Government belonged—I 
ventured to express my views as fully as my time would then permit, 
which happened to agree with Mr. Hall’s. I have since considered 



subject and read most of the remarks of gentlemen for and 
against its Constitutionality, and my views are unchanged. The on 



doubt I entertained at the time was, whether any person 
ceased to be a citizen of the United States, and, as a consequence, 





West Virginia, by committing overt acts of treason against the 

been restored to his former citizenship and had thereafter 








State one year next before the passage of the 
February , 1865. That every citizen of the 
who has during the recent civil war, committed overt 

enumerated in the test oath of which he is to 
self, are such) thereby forfeited his political, if not civi 










were one 








consequently his citizenship 
, mnst be clear to all legal as well 
been so settled by the concurrent 
International law, and decision 




under 




common sense 

of the 
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of the 




case of Amy Warwick, decided 

R., page 667. 
forfeited at least 


1 






rights 


and became “ 







Government 



Vattel, “breaks the 
in the nation two i 






other as enemies , and acknowledge no 
Burlamaqui says, “by a state of war that of society 
Bynkershoeck and Wheaton take the same view; and Judge Greer 
in giving the opinion of the court in the case of Amy Warwick 

law in the case of our recent civil war ; 








also called the law of nature; it is founded on the common 
consent as well as the common sense of the world. It contains 



such anomalous doctrine as that which this court is now, for the 
time, desired to pronounce, to-wit : That insurgents who have risen 
in rebellion against their Sovereign, expelled her courts, established 
a Revolutionary Government, organized armies and commenced hos¬ 
tilities—are not enemies because they are traitors ; and a war levied 
on the Government by traitors, in order to dismember and destroy it 
is not a war because it is an insurrection. They have cast off their 
allegiance to their Government , and are none the less enemies because 
they are traitors 

It was the moral sense of the copperhead advocates, then, that by 
their treason the rebels had lost no rights* and the same now ; but 

the Supreme Court thought otherwise. Then, as now, the copper¬ 
heads saw nothing improper in permitting a rebel to drive his dagger 
to the heart of the Government and loyal neighbors with one hand, 
and at the same time put his vote into the ballot box, and 
administer that Government, with the other 1 

it 
















no one will contend that West Virginia was 
citizens , denuded rebels , after they had become so 
ical if not civil rights, by the United States, whose citizen 
titution has adopted and agreed to abide by 
as denuded and stripped of all national 
shall have reclothed them with full and 








m 





, defines “a citizen 
native or naturalized, who 
vc franchise or the qualifications 
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ence what 
lie commits 


ment 




rebel fill this bill ? 
the United States one 




differ- 






act of treason ; the 
a “public enemy,” Chief Justice 
decided that after a civil war 





in 













who adhered to the enemy, giving him aid and 
guilty, wherever living in the country, or however 
scene of actual hostilities. 


The next question is, had any of file West Virginia rebelSj 
denuded of their rights by treason, been restored and 
with full citizenship, and had resided after being so restored in this 
State for a year next preceding the 35th of February, 1865, when the 
test oath was passed ? If there was none, then it is clear the test 
oath could exclude no owe at the time it was passed from voting, who 
had the qualifications required by our State Constitution, and 
therefore Constitutional. And if Constitutional when it passed, no 
subsequent events could render it unconstitutional, though they might 
furnish good ground for modifying the law by subsequent legislation. 

The first opportunity the Government gave these dknuded rebels 
to return and reclothe themselves with former rights, was Mr. Lin¬ 
coln's first amnesty proclamation, issued the 8th December, 1863, 
which required them to take the oath therein prescribed, and faith¬ 
fully keep it thereafter, or they gained nothing. Now between that 




* date and the 25th February, 1865, when the test oath was passed, 
one year, two months and seventeen days. Where is the denuded 
West Virginia rebel who took that oath during the first two 
and seventeen days after that proclamation was issued, and faithfu 
kept it afterwards? I have yet to learn of one such. The Confed 

stood high then ; those that came in and took 
any, did so to spend the winter at home and steal their 
hors' horses and rejoin the rebel army in the spring, 
able to hear of none others. The non-combatant 






neigh- 








who harbored and gave secret aid and comfort in a thousand ways 
and became thereby equally guilty, of course did 

their plan and policy were all the while, 
two months and seventeen 


in West Virginia wherein 








guilt. 

Court was in se 




could have 



various oaths repeatedly 
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the military 











lie had not 



the amnesty 

conferred upon the taker no 
right to be protected 
themselves. If any denuded 
it after the two months 
February, 1864, he was not 
was passed, the 25th of February, 
resident of the State within the meauin 


was issued 
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the 



a year after being so restored. Vntil they 
amnesty oath in good faith and kept it, they were “public enemies,” 
whom our Legislature expressly declared to be “non-residents,” and 
authorized their property to be proceeded against as such, and 
lawyers who are now so confident their rights and residency have 
never ceased, or been interrupted, sued out processes upon their 
property upon this very ground, and our Judges, including Judge 
Loomis, sustained the proceedings. 


The next question is, does the test oath as called require any other 
or further qualification of the person offering to vote than our Con¬ 
stitution requires ? If it does, then I admit, it is to that extent ue- 
constitutional. But if on the contrary, it is only a mode or means of 
enabling the Supervisors and Inspectors to ascertain whether the 
person, in case he shall be challenged, has the qualifications required 
by the Constitution, then it is clearly within the discretion of the 
Legislature to prescribe, and therefore Constitutional, This- is the 
language of the oath: 


“I, A 



vo 






men 




any tune 
office or 



at any time yielc 


(name of affiant,) do solemnly swear that I have never 
• borne arms against the United States, the re-organized 
of Virginia, or the State of West Virginia ; that I 

given aid, comfort or assistance to persons engaged 
against the United Slates, the re-organized govern- 
Virginia, or the State of West Virginia; that 

accepted, exercised, or attempted to exercise 
ntment whatever, under any authority or 
tile or inimical to the United States, the re 

, or the State of West Virginia; 
a voluntary support to any 

or Constitution within 
hostile or inimical 
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Now, I submit that there was no person in West Virginia 
committed any of the acts enumerated in this oath 

of allegiance mentioned at the close) prior to February 
had at that date the qualifications to vote that 
our Constitution. Both the language and the spirit 
oath require that the disqualifying acts therein enumerated, 
have been committed within the limits and when citizens 
United States. Each of the acts enumerated would be clearly “ 
acts” of treason against the United States, for if aimed at the re-or¬ 
ganized Government, or Government of West Virginia, the clear 
inference is, they were done in furtherance of the gigantic rebellion 
and conspiracy, which aimed at the overthrow of the United States 
Government Every person therefore that had committed any of 
these acts, had thereby made himself a “public enemy,” and as such, 
had forfeited at least his political rights under the United States, 
and so far lost or impaired his citizenship of the United States as to 
be unable to fill the call of our State Constitution, which is for a 
whole, perfect citizen of the United States, and not such a shorn and 
skeleton object as his treason shall have rendered him. 



Is there anything in the mode or form that can render this act 
constitutional ? There is always a strong legal presumption in 
of the constitutionality of a law, passed as it is, by the Legislature, 
co-ordinate branch of the government, which is supposed to be 
posed of the best character and talent of the State 
sole 


un- 




m 










to protect and support the Constitution 
violation of it by its legislation. At the commencement 
Government the first legal intellects doubted 

Courts to declare a law 





















branch, upon their oaths, had pronounced 
iberated if the question ought not 
the source of all power. 

United States with Chief Justice 
considerable hesitancy, decided it w 
ic law was manifestly against t 
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e a question was 
or interested 






The 








courts at the present 


prescribes no particular mode in 
ascertain the qualifications of person 
part wholly to the discretion of the Le 
the mother State has ever 












right 



act prescribing the mode of holding 
November 13th, 1863, section 24 of that 
: "The supervisor or either of the inspectors i 
to administer said oath," (that is the oath of 
swear any person to answer questions respecting 
vote which is claimed.” As broad an authority has been ex¬ 
ercised by the superintendents of elections in the mother State since 
her foundation without any objections. Under these acts it has uni¬ 
formly been held competent for the superintending officers to swear 
any person offering to vote, whether challenged or nor, and to inter¬ 
rogate him to any length deemed necessary, touching his qualifications 
"or any right to vote,” as the language of the statute is, his citizen¬ 
ship,-residence, age, &c. Now suppose the Legislature had prescrib¬ 
ed a set of questions, pertinent to the various elements of qualifica¬ 
tion, which constitute his right to vote, or had prescribed the form of 
an affidavit which embraced all the pre-requisite qualifications, 
citizenship, residence, age, &c., or any one of them, and required the 
person offering to vote, if challenged, to subscribe and make oath to 
the same, which could be filed away and preserved. Either of these 
modes of ascertaining would certainly be within the power of the 
Legislature to prescribe, and therefore Constitutional. Is what is 
termed the "test oath” any more than such an affidavit framed by 
Legislature for the purpose of ascertaining the pre-requisite 
cation of citizenship in a time of civil war, which her former citizens were 







committing acts of treason,' and when 
soon as taken—in a form to be filed and preserved 


1 m 


dence against 


These are 





person taking it ? 


views I aimed to give in my former 
I had not time then to fully elaborate 





explain 


them 


The article 




zetic has served to revive the subject, and the 
Judge’s instructions have shown a peatluir pliabidty^ though a l mon 
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impregnability of 
whether an 
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if*- 


unrestricted exercise by the 

and 



every 













only 
is not 


of the right to examine 

to vote, whether challenged or not 

pre-requisite qualifications of 
* 

supposed, whether such person comes 
is challenged—would not as much “tend 
offering to vote” as it would to simply 
make oath to the form prescribed by the said 
enge ? And if so, why the former mode which 
right , but the duty of supervisors and inspectors 
as much a violation of the Constitution, as the latter ? 










exercise 


The gratulatory effusion of his friends over this “quietus” of 
fudge, as they style it, serves only to remind me of the 
Hudibras, which describes so graphically a famous gun, that, 




**\Vhen discharged at duck or plover. 

Shoots wide, and knocks Bbe owner over-”’ 

G. PARKER. 

WfcLLSBURo, December 8th, 1865. 



The. Counties of Berkeley aocf Jefferson—their people not having 
complied with the conditions prescribed in the Constitution and 
schedule, were not included in the Act of Congress, admitting 
State ©f West Virginia. Their people, however, complied soon after 
wards, and as they said r as soon as the ritsdaoce of the 
would allow; and the Legislatures,, of the Re-organized Government 
of Virginia, and West Virginia, consented t h at they might 
part of West Virginia; which thereupon assumed and exercised j 

Gur 








office is 







the loyal portion submitted 
members of Congress, re; 
consent of Congress \ which consent c t 

as Mr. Dawes 




time during the thiee years, on 
of the discussion that afterward 


one could doubt 




the legislature of the 



no 


C k> V 
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consent 
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Al a fort* or session of Congress, the necessity 
by Congress arose before the Commit! : on 
in the case of McKbkosie vs, Ketch km, of 
Dawes, of Massachusetts, was Chairman, and made 
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•port that the consent of Congress was necessary 

these Counties to West Virginia ; mi suggested to our 

« 

obtaining it without delay. But our members, as 
State officers, continued to regard it unnecessary. And the late 
Vaw Wojklk, one of our Senators in Congress at the time, 
representative of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, also 
deswed the transfer—-undertook, through the press, to impugn the 
decision of Mr. Dawes, his Committee, and the House. 

m 

A, pretty lengthy discussion followed—Mr. Dawes maintaining that 
the decision of his Committee was correct, while Mr. Van Winkle 
and the late Hon. Benjamin Stanton, who had come to Inis assist¬ 
ance, contended for the reverse—Mr. Van Winkle, because the 
negotiation by which they were acquired, was not such "agreement” 
«r “compact” between States as required the consent of Congress; 
while Mr. Stanton contended that if it was suck a “compact,” the 
Constitution of West Virginia, which Congress had assented to, auth¬ 
orized the transfer; and second, that the conceded powers of adjoin¬ 
ing States to fix and re-mark divisional lines, authorized it without 
consent of Congress. 

Anxious to save the Counties to our State, I ventured to 



the following letters: 


PRESENT LEGAL STATUS OP BERKELEY AND 

SON COUNTIES. 




This is 

# 

and hence have 






in which cmr loyal people 

great care the recent 
Dawes on the 



your 

Van Winkle, Stanton and others, on the other 
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never entertained a doubt on the 




f 






have been ab 






had, this 


would certainly 

far, by the aid of friends residin 
inaugurate, complete and sustain 
against, the efforts and machinations 
itical leaders who have talked one way and 
now feel constrained to make an effort to rescue the 

eminent peril they have been purposely or i 
unnecessarily, gotten into—and secure them 
new State. 



it. The 















certai 










That they are not so now must 

those who have read the correspondence. The two letters of 
Mr. Dawes, as well as his Report at the last session of Congress, as 
Chairman of the Committee on Election, in the case of McKendzie 
vs. Ketchem, where the point came directly in issue, and in which 
the Committee was unanimous, affords conclusive evidence, not 
of what the law ought to be, but of what it has been settled to be 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, viz : That no compact 
or agreement between the two States which changes the boundary 
and jurisdiction between them, is valid unless consented to by Con¬ 
gress. The consent of the three powers must be had before the 
change is consummated. These consents, too, must Concur or co-ex¬ 
ist at the same time. If the two States interested agree, and before 
Congress gives its consent, one of the two States revokes, as it may, 
the negotiation fails, and the consent of Congress afterward cannot 
save—for at no time does the consents of the three parties concur or 
co-exist Nor, as a general rule, can the performance ot any acts 
either State in pursuance of such inchoate agreement estop the other 
receding before Congress consents, or impose any 
gat ion on Congress to assent To admit a power in two 

such an obligation, would impose restrictions on the 
not allowed by the Constitution. 

settled principle of law that owners of 











passin 




It 

may ascertain, and re-establish a dividing line 

required to pass title; and the reason 
or changing of boundary, but only 
the old boundary line. Of course 
the consent of Congress, 
of their respective 
or agreement of the 
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nin 







one 
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Hut to infer 





two States can 



f * 




isdiction of one to 



well 



and regularly organized Counties li 








districts, 








together, contain 410 square miles, and in i860, 27,128 
change all their existing national 
as military, judicial, congressional 

numerous post offices, &c., all fixed in 
as being parts of Virginia, and instead of strai 
it a complete zigzag—without the consent of 

If two Counties can be so transferred, 
i and if twenty, why not all the Counties of Virginia ? 
old State, one of the essential members of the national organi¬ 
zation, will become merged and disappear, together with its Senators 
and othar Congressional representatives. Nor would the consolida¬ 
tion stop here ; others would follow and our present beautiful system 
become a consolidated Empire, worse by far than secession. This I 
submit is the legitimate consequence of the principle if established. 




The only known way of one State acquiring territory and jurisdic¬ 
tion from another is by purchase, which implies compact or agree¬ 
ment, of by conquest, which implies force. The gentlemen will not 
contend that they have acquired it by the latter, whatever may be 
their future intention. Of course it can only be done by compact or 
agreement between the States, contemplated by the Constitution as 
requiring the consent of Congress. 


The interest which it is essential for the nation to protect and 
guard, and so entitle it to a voice, cannot, I submit, be confined to 
land or territory as Mr. Stanton seems to suppose, but must extend 
to its right of eminent domain, and to the preservation of its political 



It is submitted that the cases cited by both parties, 

The early cases of the Virginia legislation 

on their face only to re- 



Stanton 




boundaries, which had been previously declared and 
Congress—merely acceptances and affirmations 
veyors or commissioners, who had been appointed 

for in the previously existin 
h Congress had assented. 
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sur- 
run and 
of ces- 





Green vs. Biddle, VIII Wheaton 






















case of Poole ei ah vs. Freegen, et ah> XI 

and the court say, In speaking of 

that they have a right, “ 
single limitation or restriction, which is 
Congress” In the last cast the jurisdiction of the 
tucky and Tennessee were in question, and also titles 
m land in which the United States had any interest as 
only interest was to preserve and protect its rights of eminent domain 
and its political organism. 

ad- 


The second position taken by Mr. Stanton that Congress, 
mitting the State of West Virginia with a Constitution containing this 
clause, “additional territory may be admitted into and form part of 
this State with the consent of the Legislature,” did give its consent. 

I remember distinctly the debate in the Convention that formed the 

Constitution for West Virginia, upon this clause, and what its intent, 
object and purpose were as contemplated by the Convention. The 
whole debate was whether the acquisition of new territory should be 
by the consent of the Legislature, or by direct vote of the people. 
The question was considerably discussed, and finally decided to be 
left to the Legislature. It was not contemplated by any member at 
the time, nor was it any part of its purpose, to get from the Congress 
that might admit the new State under the Constitution we were form¬ 
ing, a carte blanche for all future time, to swallow up adjoining States, 
or parts thereof, without further consent of Congress, whether 
under pretense of straightening lines or others equally absurd 
object was confined to internal State policy only. 

But if the Convention had contemplated the getting 
cedented authority by such disingenuous means, Congress 
not to grant it. For by its act admitting the State, it expres 

intent or inference by enumerating each of 
eight Counties it consented to have form the new 
fixed and established conclusively the boundaries 

to authorize the inference Mr. Stanton 
etter and spirit is a com 









word in 








such intent on 





of Congress. 

is, can the Counties 
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consent be 
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repeal her acts 
and 4 th 

of the mother State are 


m 









Monday of 



next. 


G. PARKER 


Wellsburg, September 13, 1863. 


THE LEGAL STATUS OF JEFFERSON AND BERKELEY 

COUNTIES, ONCE MORE. 

1 perceive from your remarks in yesterday’s paper, that the oppo¬ 
sition seem to avail themselves of some suggestions I made through 
your paper the 13th of October last, touching the present legal status 

of Berkeley and Jefferson Counties, from which some may infer it 
was these suggestions of mine, that first gave them the idea of re¬ 
pealing the acts of cession passed by the Legislature of the mother 
State, January and February, 1863, before Congress could have time 
to give its consent and consummate the transfer. I did not suppose 
there was any respectable lawyer in Old Virginia, who did not already 
see this obvious means they possess to attempt, at least, a rescue of 
these Counties as soon as their Legislature convened, and that they 
were prepared to make the attempt as the f.rs: act done. If I had 
thought otherwise, I certainly should not have made the suggestions. 






My object in making the suggestions was to stop, if possible, 
appeared to be a blind, dogged and damaging, with our 1 fiends, 

one of our public servants who had assumed the cl 
of this matter since he has been in Congress, and who 

rs to pass without making an attempt to procure 
seems, from Mr. Dawes’ statement, Congress has always 

awaken him to a sense of the danger 
Counties altogether, and that we should make, though 
a vigorous attempt to save them yet, by securing tbe consent of 

This v 


what 

per- 

rarge 




losin 






m 





obiect 


the mother State could repeal, 
but it would seem I ““woke up the wrong passenger, 

;arn, our persistent Senator still persists , with his head against the 







appear to be profiting 




FCfip 
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State will now probably l 

But still, Congress ran gi\ 


*n 


Congress can give 
sent and leave the Courts to decide whether the mother State has 




le new Slate 


n- 


r * 





as for 





in the exercise of jurisdiction by 
over tnese counties for near three years, estopped he 
drawring her consent at so late an hour. The Kmjui»\ r 
hope for a retrocession of what formerly constituted the 

the great States that have been erected 
return of the people of West Virginia to so unfeeling 
unnatural a mother. Respectfully, 

G. PA RICE 




Wellsburg, Nov. 2i, 1865. 



On the assembling of the Legislature of the re organized Govern' 
inent of the mother State, at Richmond, the first Monday of Novem¬ 
ber, 1865, its first act was to pass a law repealing the former Act, 
ceding these Counties to West Virginia. Our members, at, or about 
the same time, introduced a bill in Congress, asking for its consent, 
or qonfirmance of the cession of these Counties to West Virginia. 
Congress passed an Act doing all then in its power to confirm the 
cession; but its passage was subsequent to the repealing Act of the 
mother State. 


The suit of Virginia against West Virginia, in the United States 
Supreme Court, to recover these Counties was the consequence ; in 
which, as is known, we ultimately prevailed after large cost and ex¬ 
pense; but not on any of the grounds our officers, members or friends 
had relied on, and argued through the newspapers, but because 
Court stood equally divided, with the affirmative resting on 
aintiff, or because her acts and acquiescence for so long a time 

I do not recollect on which of the 'two 


of the case in our favor. 
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had met, in 1866, 
itself: 








INTEREST IN INTERNAL IMPROVE 
MENTS—W HAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH IT? 



that during the first four days of its session, our I 


£ 


bridges, 



to appropri ite $298,000 to repair turnpikes an< 
to build new ones. This startling amount, at so ez 






asked by gentlemen from almost every part of the State 
be expended in their respective neighborhoods. However other 

may have been depressed by the war, the system of “log roll- 
” so long the curse of the mother State, seems to have accumu* 
vigor and reappears in an enlarged form, as the demands so lar 
greatly exceed those of i860 for similar purposes. It is undoubtedly 
true that the war has caused these improvements generally to be neg¬ 
lected and get out of repair, and in some instances the bridges de¬ 
stroyed. Vet the important question now is, it seems to me, what 
should be the future policy of the legislature in relation to the Stale's 
interest in these works ? 

In order to show the utter hopelessness of the State ever realizing 
any pecuniary return for what has been already expended, or that 
may be hereafter expended, I will state some of the facts contained 
in a report to the Richmond Legislature in March, i860, of a special 

committee appointed to ascertain and report the condition of all 
works of internal improvement which the mother State was interested 

appears from this report that the State's interest in canals and 

was $12,404,671 83, of which $199,500 had 
expended within our State upon the Coal and Guyandotte rivers, 

expended on this end of the James and Kanawha improve 
of all these improvements throughout 
Roanoke navigation, on which the State had expended 

any revenue info the Treasury , 




















the same report that the State 
lich in the aggregate amounted 



in 




ury e 

m 




iridges were paying any revenue 
ia and Maryland Company, whi 
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the I reas- 
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only n 






ver $210, equal to $660, as 




rest on an oaf- 


r 

fhere were 121 Turnpike Companies with roads extending 3,384 

State had a 3-5 interest which cost $2^05,177 °9 r 
extending in the aggregate 240^ miles, and costing 








1 31,033 5°» had paid any dividends into 

also 25 roads constructed solely by 
43 54—none of which were paying any revenue 






Also 10 Plank Roads in which the State was interested to the 
amount of $410,337 53—none of which were paying any revenue. 

The report then proceeds to state as follows: “-The whole interest 
of the State in mi no* improvements* including Turnpikes, Plank 
Roads and Bridges is $4,6*7^092* 8:2, and the amount productive is 
$149,13350—yielding in all an. annual revenue of $3,098^00^ or 
7 1000 of * per cent . on the whole investment in suck works. Youb com¬ 
mittee have reasons for believing: that in n>any of the small improve^ 
ments conducted* on. what is called the two and three-fifths* principle,, 
there is no investment of private capital whatever. The contractors 
sometimes subscribe the 2-5. The 3-5 are theiV drawn frorrv the State. 
The contractor® secure the constructing of the improvement at such 
a figure, that the Spate’s money is sufficient not only to pay for all the 
work done, but to pay a handsome profit to those who handle it,” and 
recommend the State to sell and get rid of its entire interest, refer¬ 
ring to the course that had been taken by other States to< their great 
advantage. 


\ 


Now, in view of these facts, the convention* that framed and 







by 


our State Constitution, intended to put an end 

ruinous policy and forever divorce the State Co vein meat 
enterprises of this kind, and confine its action to its appropriate 

making and administering wholesome laws ; and hence 
prohibited the Legislature giving the credit 
any existing liability of any County, 
ing to the stock, of any 
Company, unless it shall pay its subscription* in 
for its 













the ensuing year. 

Now, our people are not willing to be taxed 




raise. 



thrown away upon these works 
a cent, but bankrupted 




nor next, to 

never 
the* 
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wil.h tUe.K for any 






f 






i some terms, as soon as poss 
the Constitution authorizes th 
me, of its stocks, la most of 


sible. 






f ti 



panics it is 







as the report states, that the 
, and unless the State shall 


•c arry them along, the charters will become forfeited and the Counties 
-and towns will take and keep them in repair as f«ee roads and at half 
die expense k costs the State. They have been built at State ex¬ 
pense, and done all they ever willin Jter Jta&ds, towards developing 
and settling the country. Local enterprise alone can make them fur¬ 
ther serviceable in this respect. The great lines of travel are, or are 
<to be, railroads, and mud turnpikes have become neighborhood con¬ 
veniences, and should be kept up and maintained by the local popu¬ 
lation, and this burden of main mining roads should be general and 
xiot partial. And if any turnpike has not, by this time, induced set¬ 
tlers enough along its line to keep it in repair, it never will. There 
may be some exceptional cases where the war destroyed necessary 
public structures which the local population ace unable to replace, or 
sections that have not received a fair share of public favor. If any 
such cases are clearly made out, let die State give the special aid, and 
in the manner contemplated by the Constitution, and not revive an 
effete system that had saddled the old State with a debt of $44,000,- 
*000 in r86o, and which every other State in the Uni cm has long since 
discarded. 


«G. PARKER 


W ellsuurg, jJanuary 22, c866. 








the facts It contained had some influence 
Legislatures, as no appropriations of cons 
in made for such purposes, and the State, 
ted and surrendered her interest to the 
the Counties, requiring them to keep roads 
This Legislature also, in order to protect h 
assaults and machinations of returned re 
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co-adjutors, extended somewhat 
Constitutional Amendment ore 
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egislature as before stated, and 

voters for ratification 









none 
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then next. It also made 


authorized by the 12th Section 
preparatory to such election 
were not registered, except 
or State service; and also 
25, 1865 (voters test oath) should continue in force 
registration should be completed, and govern 
registration was completed, which was to 
May 10, 1 866 , the same was to stand repealed. 












and when 






The proposed Amendment to the State Constitution before stated 
having been ratified the 24th of May, 1866, by a large majority 






voters, the “Conservative Party,” with Col. Benjamin 
Smith, as its standard bearer, and candidate for Governor, found, 
order to secure any chance for success at the coming fall election, 
that not only the Test Oath law of February 25, 1865, but also the 
' recently ratified Amendment to the Constitution had to be gotten 
rid of, so ex-rebels could vote. To accomplish this, the decision of 
some Court of competent jurisdiction seemed necessary; and the 
case of James D. Armstrong, a returned rebel of Hampshire 
County arose. He claimed the right to be registered and vote in 
that County, without taking the so-called “Test Oath.” The Regis¬ 
trar refused to register, and on appeal to the Board of Registration 
of that County, it also refused. At the May term of the Circuit 
Court of Hampshire County, said Armstrong, who had been a 
practicing lawyer, applied to Judge Bunker, then the Judge of 
Circuit, for a writ of mandamus, commanding said Board to register 
his name without his taking the Test Oath. Judge Bunker 
order, citing the members of the Registration Board to 

if they could, why Armstrong’s name should 
prayed for—but escaped the final hearing 
by exchanging with Thomas W. Harrison, then Judge 
Judicial Circuit, who, as was represented, had two brothers 
been in the Confederate Army—made the following decision 

Hampshire Circuit Court, 1 





and 




regi 









Plaintiff, vs. 
Defendants. 


the Board 





iff 


:< 0n an 



voter in 


The 




“mandamus,” 
of Hampshire to 
of Romney, in said 

issued in this cause, at the last term 











served on the members of the said Board, 
endorsement of the said Board on the application 

register said applicant, unless he would 
in the third section of the registration act, 
of February, 1866, and the court being of opinion, 
of the registration act, as requires any registrar to administer 

the third section of said law, before registering 
person, is unconstitutional \ null and void; being also of the 
that the adoption of the amendment to the Constitution on the 
day of May, 1866, cannot give validity to said registration act, it hav¬ 
ing been passed before the adoption of said amendment: It is ordered , 
That a peremptory writ of Mandamus be awarded, directed to the 
members of the Board of Registration of the County of Hampshire, 
commanding them to cause the said James D. Armstrong to be reg¬ 
istered as a voter in the township of Romney, in the said County, and 
it is further ordered, that the applicant recover against the defend¬ 
ants his costs by him herein expended. 



A copy— Teste, 


Chas. M. Taylor, C. C. C. H. C.” 


Upon this decision I published the following remarks: 






JUDGE THOMAS W. HARRISON AND THE REGISTRA 

TION LAW. 

Editors Intelligencer; 

I have read the decision of Judge Thomas W. 

Armstrong case, with Armstrong’s and your remarks 
decision is most extraordinary and justly alarming. It 

winter that our opponents would attempt to 
and others of its kind, by influencing the 
them unconstitutional and void. 

Loomis at the Roane 
















decision of Judge Harrison in the case above 




\ 


i 


'f 78 




moment the 



case. Arm 


strong having been 



in the Confederate 













registration of voters last spring in 
name registered as a voter, 
the test oath passed the * 

isos, men in force , and which had been copied into 

Armstrong refused to take the oath, stating that 

•and would not take that oath.” He then applied 

Registration for said county, which also refused to register 

cause. Armstrong then applied to the Circuit Court of 

County, Judge Bunker presiding, at the last May term 

mandamus , as it is called, stating the foregoing facts and asking the 

Court to command the Board of Registration to register his name as 

a voter. The application was of course based upon the facts and 

law then existing, and the final decision must have referred and related 

back to that date, unless a change in the organic law—that is in the 

Constitution—had intercepted or arrested and rendered void the pro- 

% 

ceedings. At the time of his application, and at the time the facts 
on which it was based occurred, the act of February 25th, 1865, was 
in full force, ms the first registration under the act of 26th February, 
1866, had not been completed. (See Section 20 of the Registration 
Act, which expressly provides that the act of the 25th February, 1865, 
known as the Test Oath Act, shall be in force until the first registra¬ 
tion under the Registration Act shall be completed.) it is clear then 
that the act of February 25th, 1865, called the Test Oath Act, was 
the only law then in force—the Act which had been so violently as¬ 
sailed by our opponents last year, so fully discussed in the Courts 
and before the people, through the press and upon the stump, and its 


validity triumphantly sustained everywhere. Does Judge Harrison 

* 

mean to pronounce this act unconstitutional and void ? He certainly 
must so mean when he says, “so much of the Registration Act as 









s any Registrar to administer the oath prescribed in 

section of said act” (which is in all things identical with 

passed February 25th, 1865, except it 

mitigating words, “since the first day of 

declaring , but not abrogatin 

© 

person is unconstitutional , 
say at this late day that a * 
commit treason against the 








1 




9 

never’ 













he mean 



the unanimous opinion of the jurists of the world 
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the J lid 
President 







he Supreme Court 
•that he who takes 









s m 


citizen 



a public enemy , 
States, and consequently 













when 

Or 
lion doe 



loyal West Virginia, passed through ou? 
the Confederate army, was restored 
terms of the President's Amnesty 
r excepts such persons from its operation. 



m „ # 







or 




8th and 12th Sections of Article 3d of our 
authorize our Legislature to pass the act as a 
ascertaining the fact, whether the person offering to 
his name registered under the registration act—is, 
citizen of the State ? 






or is 



On the 24th of May last, the Amendment to our Constitution was 
by the people, and become a part of the organic law of the 
State to which all existing laws and legal proceedings inconsistent^ 
or in conflict therewith, had to give way. Does the Judge deny this 
proposition? This Amendment declares that no person who lias 
voluntarily participated in the rebellion since June 1, 1861, shall be 
a citizen of the State, or entitled to vote, Armstrong admits that 
he voluntarily participated in the rebellion; and still Judge Harri¬ 
son has peremptorily commanded the Board of Registration of 
Hampshire County, under the pain of fines and imprisonment, to 
put Armstrong’s name upon the registry and let him vote, and that 
Board pay him his costs. And Armstrong at once publishes a 



Card, calling on the other ex-rebels in that Judicial Circuit to come 
forward and ck> likewise— offering to them his professional aid and 


service. 


Respectfully, 


G, PARKER. 


JUDGE- THOMAS W. HARRISON AND TH 

TION LAW. 
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perusing your remarks, since writin 
Armstrong was a member of 
instead of the rebel army, w 

s 3 

the Amnesty Proclamation iss 












aces him 







ISO 


issued 





enemy 






must 


any of 


1863, 

pardon from 

in any degree change his 
less make him a qualified voter 
Constitutional Amendment, on 
appear he produced any special pardon 
there, upon the record, an unpardoned 

dye, as his position in the 
altogether voluntary and without the 
the coercion which often constrained the rebel 













Judge Harrison and his confederates (the case does not 
a milder term) would seem to mean more than his language implies, 
viz : they do not mean to accept the Constitutional amendment 
the 24th of May last as valid, but mean to maintain what 
Smith and his co-workers are now proclaiming upon the stump 
it is invalid and of no force —because, as they say, its ratification was 
not submitted to the vote of all who were at the time legal voters . 
This is their ultimate purpose, and this decision of Judge Harrison 
is but the feeler, the skirmish line—the entering wedge. It being 
impolitic, they think, during the present canvass, to reveal their 
whole plan, and hence, doubtless, the Judge uses language that may 
imply an acceptance of the validity of the amendment . Their real 
theory is this: First —That the act passed the 25th of February, 
1865, called the “Test Oath,” was unconstitutional and void, as they 
argued last year. Second —But if that was valid when it passed, it 

the registration act, which copied the 


was repealed by 


registration act, 

l est Oath,” modifying it in one particular only to conform 

amendment, viz : that the overt act of treason should 

Third —That so much 







been committed since June 1, 1861. 

istration act as consisted of the repetition of the “Test 03111 ” was 
“unconstitutional null and void,” using the Judge’s language, for the 
reason doubtless, though he did not give any, that it excluded rebels, 
who had been restored or rehabilitated in some form since the “ I 



Now. a 



February 25, 1865. These 

w 

contend the amendment has 

so is of no force. 


said, the “Test Oath” 


% m 





C 



« # 



: p y was clearly constitutional and 
, 1865, as it excluded no 
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COl! 




subsequent restoration to citizen 
Legislature alone could annul 









not until the first registration un 
26th, 1866, was completed, which was 
which fixed and determined con 






















were the legally qualified voters in the 

the 24th of the same May. 
istration Law, Session Acts of 1866, pa 
Supplemental Act, page 01 of the same. 

i 

Assuming, then, the amendment to be valid, as it unquestionab 
which the Judge had not the hardihood to deny, how does 
stand ? When ratified by the people it became part and parcel 
Constitution, and at once annulled all laws and proceedings in¬ 
consistent with it, Armstrong’s pending application for a writ of 
mandamus among the rest ; and such would have been the case if 
the application was well founded in the commencement, for the 
fudge, after the amendment took effect, had no more authority or 
right to command the Board of Registration to register Armstrong’s 
name, than a Court of Admiralty would have to command the cap¬ 
tain of a merchant ship to run it against the rock of Gibraltar; as 
the ship would be dashed to pieces in the contact, so were Arm¬ 
strong’s application and Judge Harrison’s mandamus issued upon 
it, dashed to pieces when they came against the amendment. True, 
as the Judge says, the amendment, when ratified, might nor have 
given validity to what was void before, though this would depend on 
circumstances; but I am unable to see how that argument helps 
him. After the amendment was ratified no tribunal in the State had 









register a person who had committed overt acts of trea¬ 
son since June 1st, 1861, and it is now and always has been the 

Registrar and Board of Registration to ascertam and determine 
this point, by examining orally the applicant on his oath, or requirin 

an affidavit, purging himself of disloyal acts 
on the Register. Did the Judge make, or 
examination before issuing his mandate 
appears he did not. And in 
was unnecessary, 


he confessed his guilt . In 

stands without a shadow 




















people should meet 
rights with the 

had broken the door and was about cross 
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ing the 




their castle; and while we 

monster the man 


are accustomed to 



how must we 
which 







• m 



from which ourselves, wives 
who dares to corrupt 
pure, but, like C/esar 

Respectfully, 




G. P, 











P. S.—Since writing the foregoing I have read 
your correspondents “L” and “Unus Vox.” “Unus Vox 
it seems to me wisely. “L” is doubtless the particular friend 
Judge Harrison, and is anxious to relieve him from his 

While I may respect his motive, I cannot hope 
success- The facts disclosed demonstrate such error, either of the 
heart or bead!, or both, of Judge Harrison, as in my judgment, 
renders it unsafe for the loyal people to trust him further. His real 
feelings in respect to the great issues during the last five years have 
not been unknown* Like others of his kind in the State and country, 
he seems, all at once to unmask . Thank heaven, or its great antag¬ 
onist, for this. In view of established facts it will hardly be believed 
that Judge Harrison did not know all the facts of the case: that 
Armstrong had been a member of the rebel State Senate at Rich¬ 
mond. Nor will it be believed that the order of the Court, purport- 
ing to be signed by the Clerk is not correctly copied in your paper 
of the 2ist instant, nor that it is right or fair foi the Judge or his 
friends, after securing to their party the advantage of his judicial 
opinion to sacrifice Armstrong as a scapegoat for the 
shielding the Judge from, the punishment such conduct merits. 




JUDGE THOMAS W. HARRISON AND THE 

TION LAW. 






amendment to the Constitution, and 



rison 


at this time 


making its ratification, the T 
are denounced by our opponents, me 

and void, it 

examine these laws in other 
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menus 



the required citizenship 









respects they seem to 
Constitution and pertinent to the inquiry 

of Article ist of the Constitution 




















citizens of the United 
Section ist of Article 3d, viz : 

State shall be entitled to vote? &c., 
shall have been residents of the State one year , and of 

s next before offering to vote , with exception of certain 
sons not necessary to mention here. They then stop, and set 
nouncing and cursing the Test Oath and Registration law 
violations of these patts of the Constitution, because they re 
say, something more than the Constitution itself requires 
constitute a legal voter, viz : that they have not voluntarily partiei 
pated in the recent rebellion. Such of our present opponents 
were members of the Convention that framed the Constitution, I 
have always been aware, intended to have it fixed so that their friends 
in the rebellion should, in case the rebellion proved unsuccessful, re¬ 
turn and resume at once the privilege of voting, and for securing 
them this privilege they expected their votes to elect themselves to 
office, and 10 the control and management of the government. Their 
disappointment in this particular, is the cause of the rage and des¬ 
peration they have since exhibited. They did not consider that a 
citizen of the United States, whether residing in our State, and 
thereby a citizen thereof, or elsewhere, the moment he committed an 
overt act of treason became thereby a “public enemy/' and forfeited 
his citizenship of the United States, and, as a consequence, of our 

The legal effect of such overt acts upon their citizenship 
time been considered and defined, as was soon after 
by the highest courts of the nation. The test oath passed 
Legislature, the 25th of February, 1865, was intended as 
means of finding out whether persons offering to vote 

overt act of treason, and thereby lost 
as a consequence, their right of voting, by appea 

the form of an affidavit, 

in a manner to be filed away and preserved for 
That was all. It neither added to, aor took from, 
the Constitution 





















prescribed, but was only a 

prescribed qualification, viz 

material and proper in 






another 
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a rig 






ex 

who had or 



next before offering to vote. 
Government, passed 
all persons in sympathy wit 
should thereafter voluntarily leave 




L 











of abode and go out of the reach of personal service 









*r*i 


Courts of the County in which they 
remaining ninety days, should be non-residents for 
act still remains m full force, as it has never been 
is not in conllict with any provisions of our Constitution. 

Oath therefore, was also pertinent and proper, as a mode or means 
ascertaining whether the person offering to vote had in fact 







another important qualification prescribed by the Constitution, 
a year's residence in the State next before offering to vote, 
he had committed any act ot disloyalty that brought him within 
disqualifying provisions of this act, he became a non-resident of the 
State, and in contemplation of law remains a non-resident to this day, 
though he may now live or sojurn in it. 

This then was the constitutional foundation upon which the Test 
Oath was enacted February 25, 1865, and on which it stood unshaken 
until repealed May 10th, 1866, by the 20th Section of the reg¬ 
istration law, and supplementary act thereto, and after the first 
registration of voters under said act was completed. I trust no one 
will be fool hardy enough to contend that “the war,” “the insurrec¬ 
tion,” “the public danger,” had so far ceased as to make unnecessary 
or unlawful the ordinary oath of allegiance at the close of the Test 
Oath. A mere renouncement, without committing overt acts of trea¬ 
son, would require a renewal of this oath before exercising 
rights again. 

The 2d Section of the 13th Article of the Constitution, 
that amendments to that instrument may be proposed at any 
Legislature, and when published in the manner 

by the succeeding Legislature, this 
law” for “submitting the same to the voters 
or rejection.” Our last Legislature 
13th of last February, and on the 28th 

it adjourned, it provided 
command of the Constitution, for 
or ratification or rejection.” 
act of submission, it 









amendment, 

i 

month. 
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Section, 3d 
le Legislature may provide 

manner of making 

contested 







a registry 







necessary and proper 
the polls and corruption or 
the same Article reads thus: “The 


cases not 






for in this Constitution, shall prescribe 

office, powers, duties, afid compensation 

* 

public officers and agents, and the manner in which 

and removed.” 



they 

It was in pursuance of 





con- 



provisions, the Legislature passed the Test Oath law, 
registration and other laws then in force regulating elections. The 
registration law especially declared that the Test Oath passed 25th 
of February, 1865, should remain in force until the first registration 
was completed (to-wit: the 10th of May last) when it should stand 
repealed; and the 3d Section provides as follows : “Before the reg¬ 
istrar shall register the name of any person as a qualified voter, he 
shall be satisfied of his qualifications as provided by law, and if he 
lias any doubt of his loyalty,” (that is whether he has committed any 
overt act of treason which would destroy his citizenship and probably 
his required residence also) “he shall administer to him the Test 
Oath, mitigated by limiting the time to since June 1st, 1861.” Thus 
the law stood March 1st, 1866, when the Legislature adjourned. The 
Constitution made it the express duty of this Legislature to provide 
by law for submitting the amendment to the voters of the State for 
ratification or rejection. 

* 

Who were these voters ? Were they the persons who had 

1 

their treason one or more of the essential qualifications 
stitution in express terms required, i. e. citizenship and a year’s 
residence ? Every sane man must answer, no. Would not that 

shirked an express constitutional duty and violated 
if they had failed to have provided the very 
out and exclude these self-disfranchised 













them 






had provided no means to ferret them out 
the submission for ratification have 

Constitution expressly 










forth 



unconstitutionality, that 

sanction of 




and made a rallyin 



self-dis 
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inent 






State, to come 
and our laws ? 
leaders, lashed into fury 
are thundering from every stump, 
echoed and re-echoed by the 
Press? The Legislature and 
have achieved a work which wi 







, and the wise everywhere, and 
brave achievers, when the names 
been forgotten, or remembered only with shame, 
united and firm, and do what is right, “as God gives 


see the right,” and all will be well. 


Respectfully, 


G. P. 


THE EX POST FACTO QUESTION OF SENATOR VAN 
WINKLE’S “MANIFEST,ABSURDITIES” DISPOSED OF BY 
A RECENT DECISION BY THE SUPREME COURT OF 
MARYLAND. 


Editors Intelligencer : 

We would thank you to publish the following recent opinion of the 
Supreme Court of Maryland, which settles that an amendment by a 
State of its Constitution so as to exclude returned rebels from voting 
or holding office, is not a violation of the io th Section , Article i, 






the United States Constitution , which prohibits the States passing Ex 
post facto laws. You will observe the question was whether the clause 
in the recent amended Constitution of that State, whi 

have taken part in the rebellion from voting and holding office 
was an Ex post facto law within the meaning of that 
Federal Constitution. Mr. Van Winkle says in his 
AVood County Convention thus; “The amendment 
Constitution proposed by the last Legislature is also 


















after stating the object of his “ 
ection, Article 12, he proceeds 
“Again, the National Constitution 

post facto law, which 
an act which was not 










a law 
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It matters 

denounced by a Constitutional provision instead 

as much as the latter, is the law 














provided that those who 
so, should forfeit the right to 
question would have been about its 
to June, 1861, it is contrary to 
retrospective ,’ and to that of the United 

Ex POST FACTO.” 



office, the 


as it 















will probably be made so6n by even 
will, we predict, as effectually dispose of the 
“manifest absurdities,” and perhaps deny that the President’s 
restores a full and complete United States citizenship. 

The following decision also affirms a right in a Legislature to pre¬ 
scribe a mode or means for ascertaining whether a person offering to 
vote has the required qualifications or not. 

The Loyal People of West Virginia. 


THE REGISTRY LAW DECLARED CONSTITUTIONAL BY 

CHIEF JUSTICE BOWIE. 

Chief Justice Bowie in sustaining the constitutionality of the reg¬ 
istration law, which excludes from voting those who cannot take the 
Test Oath prescribed in their new Constitution, says: 


State. 





anv 


“This Constitution must be recognized as the organic law 
Its chief characteristics in contradistinction to the prior 
kind are, a declaration of the fundamental principle 
of the State owes paramount allegiance to 
Government of the United States, and is not 

of the State in contravention or 



the 









rein 


be acce 











incorporation with the right of suffrage 

servitude, except for crime. It was 
on indissoluble by excluding from the 

actively engaged in the rebellion or 
prevalence of the doctrine 
of those thus en 













uart and Early, if the war 
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of suffrage unchallenged. 
Federal Constitution does 
change or modify the qualification 
regulate the elective franchise i 






enth Section 

power 
The 
ute and un- 





the foundation of State authority, 
people to participate in the Legislature is 
suffrage are not inseparable, the latter 
right, with which men are 
is altogether conventional. It is a question 
be arranged on such a basis as the majority 
reference to the moral, physical and intellectua 
particular State. A legal voter is certainly he 








>• 


lion ot the particular State. A legal voter is certainly he who has 
the right to vote, but the law appoints a means whereby to decide such 
right . Limitations of this character are in operation in other 
The jealousy of federal influence excluded those in actual service 
from participating in elections. It would be an anomaly if the sworn 
enemies of the government should be preferred to its friends in this 
State. The same power which disqualified free colored men in 1801, 
who prior to that year were entitled to vote, enabled the Convention 
of 1:864 to disqualify all who had been in armed hostility to the 
United States. Every government should contain in itself the means 
of its own preservation, and for that reason the regulation of the 
right of suffrage was reserved by the States. 

Baltimore, December 15, 1865.” 


The “Conservative Party” was again overwhelmingly defeated at 
the October election, 1866. 

If I recollect aright Judge Bunker, while holding Court in Judge 
Harrison’s Circuit, the same Fall, decided substantially the reverse 
of Judge Harrison, in the case of Fletcher, vs. Board of 
Registration. 
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THE DEB' 



VIRGINIA—WHO SHOULD PAY IT? 



above 






e and just remarks In Monday’s 
I agree with you that the only open questions 
Firsts what portion of the money derived 









debt as it existed Jan. i, 1861, had been expended upon the territory 
now comprising the New State, or otherwise came to her use 

would be the just proportion for the Counties comprisin 
the New State to pay, of the ordinary expenses of the Government 

while this debt was accumulating—to be determined by the relative 

* 

valuation, or population of these Counties. And, Third , the total 
amount of taxes these Counties paid into the State Treasury during 
the same period—the New State to be credited with the last, and 
debited with the two former. 

If the whole subject were open and submitted to a Court of Equity, 
it seems to me it could adopt no other principle of settlement, as be¬ 
tween the parlies at least, than the -one laid down by the ordinance 
passed by the Wheeling Convention in 1861, as and for one of ike 

fundamental conditions of separation ; which must be regarded as the 
true interpreter of the meaning of ‘equitable proportion of the debt 
of Virginia” as used in our Constitution. On what principle of jus¬ 
tice and equity can the Old State claim more? Besides, there is this 
further important equitable consideration in favor of the New State ; 
she has no Public Buildings or Institutions, and has these all to build 
herself; notwithstanding she contributed for years before the State 
debt began to accumulate , towards erecting the spacious and 

uildings, Public Institutions and endowing them 
,d State, to be exclusively owned and enjoyed 












And what relation do the two States sustain to the 








, they may say, they parted with their 
ying upon the whole State, as it 
must be presumed to have done so 
Constitutional provisions which authorize new 

the territories of 








mams to 



- abridged. In the present case 
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one and a 





the fortv odd millions have been 
the balance was ex 





uded within 
of it with 


now 



is now manifest—in improvements 
tate, whose people have had the full benefit 
exclusive owners of, and are able to 










Court 










pnate 



ject to a Court of Equity, is there 
apportion the burden so as to do Equity 
There is none. If a co-partnership composed 
5, one being a mere nominal partner, should give 
s name for $1,000, and the nominal partner 

twenty-five dollars of the sum so borrowed, to 





# 





use 




while the other should expend the remaining nine 
seventy-five, in improving and beautifying his mansion, though stand 




ing in the firm's name, and afterwards by wicked and 
conduct, should force the nominal partner to withdraw without 
paid for his labor, and the firm should afterwards, by lapse of time, 
or other cause, become discharged in law, though not in honor, from 
paying the note, could the holder of the note, with any slow' of 
conscience or equity, ask the expelled and abused nominal debtor to 
pay any part, until the mansion of the other—the actual product of 
the money loaned—with his other means, had been appropriated ? 
And if sooner asked, might not the former well say, “my former 

partner forcibly expelled me and appropriated all to himself, and is 

■* 

now owing me a balance for my labor, after deducting the twenty- 
five dollars I received—pray collect the whole note, if possible, from 
him, as he is able and onght to pay.” Could he not honestly 
honorably make this reply ? It seems to me he could. 

Or, if two joint owners of a tract of wild land should, upon their j 
and several note, borrow five thousand dollars, and expend it in im 

building up and beautifying one part of the tract 
stronger should, by unjust and treasonable 
withdraw to the uncleared portion of the 
any compensation, and set to building for himself and 
home in 













wilderness ; and the obligation to repay 
and dollars h$d became, as in the former case. 








ed, had 


■and his title in the portion so first im 

extinguished without compen 






as their 





by the expelled and in 

conscientious creditor, be equa 
s of West Virginia, 


co-tenant, m well 


vf 




case, are 
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bo! unlike 











eel all that remain 





and co-tenant above 


is a bondholder anvwhere, whose conscience 

= 

West Virginia, until he shal 
the depreciated products of 
her other property. Does the 









ten with 





that have made so much 
principle here laid down ? Or do 


taxes, 1 

figures as made by Auditor Taylor, of Richmond. 

Respectfully, 



G. P. 


P. S.—I have read in your paper to-day, an article from the Rich¬ 
mond Dispatch , headed “The State Debt and West Virginia/’ to 
which, with your permission, 1 will reply in another number. 

December 24, 1866. 


THE DEBT OF VIRGINIA—WHO SHOULD PAY IT? 


Editors Intelligencer : 

I. have just read in your paper of yesterday an article from the 
Richmond Dispatch , headed “The State Debt —West Virginia.” It 
cannot be without its use to notice at this time some important facts 
editor discloses in his labored effort to fix a third or more of this 






debt upon West Virginia. He recounts, in the tone of injured inno¬ 
cence, the losses sustained to the old State by the “secession” 
“outrageous dismemberment,” as he chooses to term it, of West Vir 
gin la. Which party is responsible for what has been done ? 
Virginia “seceded” and left West Virginia exactly where 

ton and his associates placed her in 1789, where she has 

* 

having done no more than the conduct of the old State 
her to do in self-preservation ; while the old State has reve 

and blood of her own getting up, until 

represented; yet makes 
in the healthiness and resources of 




car 













made cruel war 



we ought to pay one-third 
us because we refused to 












entreaties to stay, and now 
sustained! He concedes 




ml 
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insists we have nearly 





territory, one- 














was paying, m isoo, 

, we would ask why all the money 
43,000,000, except about $1,500,000, was 
makes our territory to have contained i 
valued by him at $9,180,500, which is $500 a 






1 













which is 





1 










472,647 slaves, valued by 
00 a head; which latter, he says, 
of $270,000; while the real estate, comprising 
editor says, was valued in i860 at only $83,803,641 

State treasury in i860, at 40 cents on the hundred dol¬ 
lars, a tax amounting to $335,214 56 —which, with the tax 
on personal property in these Counties for the same year, amount¬ 
ed to rising of $600,000; and it was about the same amount for 
years previous. 

Now our people wish to know of the editor why the $236,323,500 
worth of slave property owned in old Virginia in i860, paid into 
the State treasury only $270,000 tax, when the real estate of West 
Virginia valued at only $83,803,641 61 paid into the treasury the 
same year $335,214 56 ? 

There was then in i860 in the old State, one hundred and fifty-two 
millions, five hundred and twenty thousand, three hundred and fifty- 
nine dollars and thirty-nine cents 5 worth of slave property, an amount 
equaling the whole amount of taxable property in the Counties in 
i860 which now comprise West Virginia—taken at the editor’s valua¬ 
tion— that paid no tax at all ; and at the same time it was a kind of 
property that commanded cash sooner than any other, and which 

quired a large share of the legislation and large expenditure from the 

#> 

treasury to regulate, govern and protect. Nor was this monstrous 

and injustice confined to the year i860; but 
during the ten years previous, and probably during 
State debt was accruing, 
facts from these must be shown before 

equity wi 



exi 







annua 
and 



the payment of any part of 
shows we were as much defrauded 
which went to pay the interest on 
expenses of the Government, as 
which the debt produced, 
nor even palliate this 
now composing 






whose 








2fm 






worth 
New State 







in a powerless and 
men who were either 


the Richmond dynasty— 

comparatively small pittance 
, then owned within the 
' their tools and allies mostly; or that 
class used to send to Richmond, concurred 
measures; or by pleading a subsequent 
property, which their causeless and 


m 





i 
















The editor shows hut little just discrimination when 
New State to “an individual retiring from an embarrassed co¬ 
ship, and refusing to pay his share of its liabilities.” The firm 
sound and prosperous in the winter of i86o-’6i, when the people 
the Old State seized all the assets, including the Literary fund, which 
the Old Mother had been accumulating for nearly a century, for 
purpose of educating her children—and plunged into rebellion, leav- 
ing the people of the New State no alternative but to follow, or re 
main where they were, and commence business anew for themselves— 
though stripped of everything as they were. They chose the latter, 
and, as events have proved—wisely. 

Until the editor and his friends can satisfactorily explain these 
things to the people of West Virginia, and the Bondholders, I should 
advise they should make other provisions than the one proposed, for 
the payment of the debt; especially that part allotted by them for 
West Virginia to pay. 


Respectfully, 


G. P. 


December 26, 1866. 


[No. !.] 

WEST VIRGINIA LAND TITLES—THEIR CONFU: 
UNCERTAINTY IN MANY SECTIONS—THE 
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A REMEDY PROPOSED. 


Editors 




appear to be from your 
against our usury 
our State—having 
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ing to 




the 



islature in the 



















introduction you have 
its publication as 

Though the evil, mentioned in the caption, 

Mountains, it has recently been great 
When the war closed, West Virginia with her excellent Constitution 

large natural resources, includin 
;htening the world and inflaming all speculative minds 
and her central position, attracted more attention from 

Her 











sought 




any other section of the country. 




persons from every quarter, and often at exaggerated 
prices. It was supposed that Virginia, like the other States and the 
General Government, had never granted but one patent for the same 
piece of land % and had granted as the latter grants, only after a 
Purvey and accurate location had been made. And hence it was 
thought by people abroad that whoever held a patent from the State 
of Virginia, with her seal and one of her former Governors* names 
attached, or could, by proper deeds, deduce title through such a pat¬ 
ent —*111031 have a perfect right. The numerous squatters holding or 
deriving mere color of title through junior patents, took advantage of 
this excitement and delusion, sold large amounts of land to which 
they had no title, at prices often above their value with a good title, 
to persons from all parts of the loyal States. The numerous pur¬ 
chasers at length finding out the gross frauds practiced, have impress¬ 
ed the whole country with the idea that it is impossible to get a clear 
to lands in West Virginia; and so strong is this conviction in the 
great monetary centers of the country, as New York, Philadelphia 
and Boston—that their real estate brokers refuse to undertake the 

















sale of West Virginia lands, but dismiss with the assertion, “there are 
no valid titles in that State.” For the truth of these facts I 
may appeal to every person who has lately had anything 

our lands, in those cities. 

facts to be so, every one must see 
advancement of our young State 

manner possible, consis 
must introduce capital and labor from 
State is capable of becoming. 

, nor professional men 
up a State, 
directed to the 


Assumin 
the pro 
removed in 








in order 


to attain what 
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resource 



manufacture of its raw material—valueless in their 




our coal, iron, salt, oil, lumber 












yie 
can ever 











avoided 


ing or covering our mountains and valleys— 
wants of others, who will purchase and pay us 

various agricultural products our 

, including fruit, stock and woo 
our State. Capital and labor must 
these are coming if they have to 

9 

and be dragged into the courts to commence with, 
where these banes and annoyances to honest industry can 
The wants and necessities of West Virginia have changed altogether 
The great purpose and business of the people of many 
Counties, while parts of the old State, seemed to have been, to attend! 
and run the Courts, at which all were either parties, jurors or wit- 
nesses, attend the hustings, support a large corps of lawyers and pol¬ 
iticians, take out and trade in junior patents, which the old State was 
always anxious to grant at two cents per acre, whether covering a 
graveyard or a hill, sold a half dozen times before, but sure to tax 
and collect of each the full value of the land, and leave it to a few 
negroes to do the work. 



This state of things in Western Virginia suited East Virginia when* 
in late years, slavery was the controlling power to which all other 

things had to yield. She used it for the purpose of locating junior 
patents upon, and deriving quadruple revenue from, settling jmy sur¬ 
plus of what she called her “poor white trash” upon, after fitting 
them out with pockets full of junior patents, and quartering decrepit 
political servants, and rearing and educating young ones, fully school¬ 
ed in “State rights,” the resolutions of ’98-9, and the divine origin of 
the slave institution. 


Between 











the close of the revolutionary war in 1783 and 

» 

between the Alleghanies and the Ohio 
once, and many, twice and thrice, 
participated in that war, or the French 
among them was General 
best agricultural lands. T 
of what was afterward 
erritorv, belonged before our independence 
gland. Upon the establishment of our 

y vested in Virginia, which in s 
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England 








eel colonies had helped 
Northwestern Territory 

a like consideration probably 
” lands, including what 
into the market at two 












expense of surveying, patent, &c. 
and unappropriated” lands remained 
the time of our separation in 1S63. At the early period 

now comprising portions of West Virginia 

But when the General Government 





cents 
off 



acre. 





Indians from the rich lands of Ohio, and put these 
, and the State of Ohio was formed as a free State, 





and emigration turned its course there and beyond, as they have ever 
since, leaving the less fertile lands of West Virginia, cursed with the 
institution of slavery, with all its blighting influences and deleterious 
accompaniments. These hill lands became comparatively valueless, 

and the owners, many of whom were residents of other States and 

* 

foreign countries, neglected to pay the taxes. And here commenced 
a series of legislation on the part of Virginia for the purpose of col¬ 
lecting the taxes, the most multiform and complicated on record—so 
much so that very few Virginia lawyers at the present day pretend 
to understand, them. This legislation was continued with occasional 
lulls until 1852. While the men of the'revolution lived and directed 
the affairs of the State, she practiced a leniency and forbearance 
toward the owners of delinquent lands which have no parallel. She 
occasionally offered them for sale but bid them in herself, or redeem¬ 
ed them for the owners if purchased by others, and continued the 

redemption, till the 1st of July, 1838, when they became 

and ordered all not then redeemed or disposed of, to 

it 

taxes, interest and costs to be paid from the 

to the former owners or their representativ 

These sales passed only the inter 





be 
and 
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a specified time. 
State then held. 


Unti 




to run 




she recognized non-residence in the State 
ainst which her Statute of Limitation was 
act passed in 1827 she recognized 
at she had been granting many 
each of the patentees 
provided by that, and subsequent 
the land forfeited, to the one holding the oldest paten 
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paying 




within 



time prescribed; 



case three 



different dates upon the same 

taxed and was delinquent, 
to the State, it was 





m* 


tain 
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one holding the oldest patent paid 
the time prescribed, he took the 



taxes, inter 






























the next oldest patent 
ave the land to him ; and in case neither 
holder of the youngest patent paid within 
him the land, rather than sell it again the 
received her just tax, interest and costs, 
were not redeemed prior to July ist, 1838, and 
come absolute in the State, were subject to be lawfully 
again, until the Code of 1850. Such could only be sold by the Com¬ 
missioners appointed for the purpose. When the Code of 1850 made 
them lawfully patentable again, the air became filled with junior pat¬ 
ents, and everybody’s land, no matter whose or where situated, was 
shingled over again with a coating many patents deep, overlapping 
and interlocking in all forms; and these patents continued to issue 
until the war separated our people from old Virginia, and our 
Constitution in. 1863 came in and cut the pernicious system up, root 
and branch, and provided that all lands then vested in the State for 
non payment of taxes, &c., not released, exonerated or redeemed be¬ 
fore June 21st, 1868, should be sold, and the balance of the pro¬ 
ceeds, after paying the taxes, damage and cost, should be paid to 
the former owner, or his legal representatives, if claimed within two 
years thereafter. Such taxes and interest, when paid, to go to the 
School Fund. 


December 31, 1866. 


Respectfully, 


G. 
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early patentees, their descendants or assigns, have 

p t and still their lands have 
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the squatters have taken out in order to 
title, shield themselves fiom prosecutions for 

the statute 


















The trait 



ijr 
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away timber, and avail themselves 
This peculiar situation which these 
, has made them as a general thin 
have been some noble exceptions—pliant tools in 

, who cursed our section for many 
ore me war broke out, and carried most of the squatters 

rebellion in 1861, upon the solemn promise that 
have all the lands of loyal men confiscated by the Southern 

large farms allotted to each of the squatters, 
orous leaders and their duped tools are now all back again 
for a way to steal what the)' were unable to confiscate. This element 
for political demagoguism has been coeval with sqatterism in many* 
of the Counties, especially the back and southerly ones. When Vir¬ 
ginia lost her great men of the Revolution, an entirely different class 
of public men succeeded. They were altogether inferior in natural 
endowments, with souls gangrened by slavery, and filled with inordi¬ 
nate pride and ambition, with hatred and contempt for all who are 
not “to the manor born.” They began as early as 1832 to legislate 
against non-residents and in favor of the squatters of Western Vir¬ 
ginia. By an act passed that year, all lands lying east of the Alle¬ 
ghany Mountains were released of all delinquent taxes and damages, 
and at the same time, the Legislature released the taxes and damages 
on all tracts west of the Alleghany, where the tax did not exceed 
$10 00, and on all, where the taxes and damages added together, 
not exceed $20 00. This exemption included nearly every squatter 
but reached but few non-residents. By an act passed the 27th 
February, 1835, forfeiting lands west of the Alleghanies only, 

* 

commissioners books, if not entered and taxes paid by a certain 
day, a similar exemption was made in favor of the occupant 
March, 1837, an act was passed which applied only to 













eghanies, making a possession of seven years sufficient to g ;; ve 
a right to the possession, while it 









The code of 1850 made 
throughout the State, making it fifteen v 
2, certain omitted lands west of the Alle 


unless the taxes in arrear were 
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fied time, and made 








same subject to re 
were affected. March 




IPS 



lion west of the Alleghany mountains from fifteen years as established 
by the Code of 1850 to km years, but left it unchanged east of these 
mountains. I well recollect how prominent this subject of reducing 
the statute of limitation was made by the incipient rebels in the lower 
part of the State, in their canvass for seats in that Legislature, and 
was informed that it had been the only passport to.the Legislature 
for many years previous. But the Legislature had repelled the ap¬ 
peal until she could conciliate and secure allies in treason. And still 
this anomaly in legislation, for l venture to say no other State in the 
Union lias ever had two distinct statutes of limitation in force at the 
same time, in different parts of her domain, and during the last five 
and half years, with all the legislation that has been had by the reor¬ 
gan ized and new State governments, no Legislature has had courage 
enough to wipe out this sop of treason. But it stands to-day with a 
statute of limitation of ten years on this side of the Alleghanies, and 
fifteen years in the few Counties lying east of those mountains, so 
that a Judge of the Eastern Circuit has to apply one rule in one 
County and another in a County adjoining, within his circuit. 


Thus it appears that for a period of upwards of thirty years, this 
squatterism has furnished the material for demagogues to work upon 
in many of our Counties while parts of the old State; and this ele¬ 
ment was occasionally rolled and stirred up by some descendant of 
an early patentee who had always paid his taxes, by bringing suit 
against them in the Federal Court, where he generally prevailed, 

it was otherwise before the local tribunals, where the dema¬ 



gogue-squatter influence has generally prevailed. This is a 
sketch of the policy and legislation of the old State at different per¬ 
iods upon the subject 

What has the reorganized government and new State done ? The 
Convention representing the loyal people of Virginia, when it assem- 

the nth of June, 1861, felt vividly on 
aid to successfully carry them through 
to undertake—not resident Virginians 
had gone the other way and 
junior patentees with them, filled 

and ample farms, but upon 
And hence, for 
in the ordinance authorizi 


brief 











sweepm 



curing that 
of a 







as fundamental c 
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“All private rights and interests in lands 
State, derived from the Su 
remain valid and secure 

be determined by the laws now existing in 






w 

within the proposed State, of non-resident proprietors 
any case be taxed higher than the 







I need not mention how these and the other propositions 

by that Convention have been responded to by “non resident 

* 

puetors” of its lands, and the loyal people generally 

loyal States. 







How have the people of .West Virginia kept this solemn and 
pledge made in that solemn hour ? The Convention that framed 
Constitution of the New State, complied with the condition so far as 




it related to taxing “non-resident proprietors,” by section ist, of 
8th article, viz : “Taxation shall be equal and unifoim throughout 

the State, and all property, both real and personal, shall be taxed in 
proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed by law. No one 
species of property, from which a tax may be collected, shall be taxed 

r . 

higher than any other species of property of equal value; but prop¬ 
erty used for educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable 

purposes, and public property, may, by law, be exempted from taxa¬ 
tion.” And the parts relating to “private rights and interests in 
lands,” by Section ist, Article 9th, which adopts substantially 
page of the ordinance before cited. 








Near the close of the work of the Convention, a Special 
consisting of legal gentlemen, was appointed, 

Thomas W. Harrison, (now Judge; as Chairman, Col. B. H. Smith, 
Mr. Van Winkle, and others, to consider and reoort on the subject 



Winkle, and others, to consider and report on 
, waste and unappropriated lands,” which 

Article 9th of the Constitution. 
Article is a very singular one for a Committee 
Convention 




The 4th Section 


of 










cle 








, that were loyal, sincerely 
or of imposing the burden of taxation 
uaranteed by the ordinance of 1861 

titution before recited. It released all 
returned delinquent since 1831 

1,000 acres, or 
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quantity 







not exceed $20; leavin 
1,000 acres or the tax $20, still 
if not paid in five years 

in favor of rebe 






















exceed 





squatter 

out of the State, as the 
exemption, and In nearly 
to be returned delinquent for 1861 
pay anything to the Wheeling “bogus” Government 
men had paid theirs and had not suffered theirs 

The lands of non-residents, as a general 
acres, and the tax $20, and so were not within 
Besides, the taxes so released in favor of rebels gen 
belong to the old State, and will have to be accounted for to her 
the settlement, which loyal men will be taxed again to pay, if any 
balance be found against this State. If the State taxes her citizens, 
or non-residents equally with lands they own, according to fair valua¬ 
tion, and then goes to work and releases the rebel squatter part, or 
any other portion, leaving the burden still on the other owners, she 
thereby as palpably and clearly violates the fundamental condition of 
separation in the ordinance of 1861 and the whole spirit of our Con¬ 
stitution, as she would by taxing one of two of her citizens who own¬ 
ed property of equal value, twice as much as the other. Here, then, 
was a manifest and unwarranted discrimination in favor of rebels and 

t 

against loyal men, resident and non-resident. But the section goes 
further, and to make confused land titles doubly confused and open 
Pandora’s box still wider, it releases all lands that had been forfeit¬ 
ed to the State of Virginia for taxes delinquent since 1831, where 
tract does not exceed one thousand acres, and all taxes and 
for 





they were forfeited. Nearly or quite all the lands 
within this description, had inured to and vested in 




ers of existing patents, which covered the same lands, or had 

State for two cents per acre. What had 
passed to the new State and is to be 
settlement. No one can fail to see 


so 
the old 










litigation which was closed before. I 

in the Convention, but its 
near the close of the session, many of the 








the intricate subject. 

Respectfully, 



\ 




302 



WEST V 




[No. 3.] 

LAND TITLES—THEIR 














UNCERTAINTY IN MANY SECTIONS 

T—A REMEDY PROPOSED. 

Editors Intelligencer: 

The first marked catering of the new State Legislature 
squatter influence that I have observed is the 10th section of 
passed March 2d, 1865, entitled “An Act to provide for the 
certain lands for the benefit of the School Fund.” (Session Acts 
1865, page 82.) The act proposes to carry into effect sections 5 
6 of Article 9th of the Constitution, viz : “All lands vested in 
State by forfeiture, or by her purchased at the Sheriff’s sale, an 
which have not been released, or exonerated, or redeemed before 
21st of June, 1868, shall be sold” &c., in the manner provided in the 
3d section of the same article ; and section 6 of the same article of 
the Constitution provides that the balance of the proceeds, after pay¬ 
ing the taxes and damages, (which are to go to the School Fund,) and 
the cost, shall be paid to the former owner, or his legal representa¬ 
tives, if claimed in two years. It will be observed that the Consdtu- 

* + ‘ t 

tion expressly directs that all lands that are so vested and not releas¬ 
ed or redeemed, are to be thus sold and the proceeds thus disposed 
of. The 10th section of the act of the Legislature, before mention¬ 
ed, undertakes to divert so much of the lands as squatters may have 




possessed ten years and paid the taxes assessed to them, 
course of disposition thus pointed out by the Constitution, and 

Of course the section is a 





m 





outright to the squatters. 

direct conflict with the Constitution ; but it nevertheless 
extraordinary degree, the same old spirit of caterin 
unjust discrimination against “non-resident 
readiness to defraud both the school fund 




ers, for 






tinction 


of conciliating and getting the vot 
Ferguson, Maxwell, Lamb and other 
were members of the Legislature that 

from the statute book 








more than forty years 

pretending 
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object 





their 


# * 



demon 



up the 

conciliate the squatters 
resident proprietors” of their 
condition of so much of our 
entire futilty of such a purpose, if it were frwe r which 







» # 



The act 





the 24th of February, 1866, entitled, “ 
the assessment of back taxes, in certain 







, page 50, affords another striking 
This act professes to relieve the assessors 
Counties in which taxes were not assessed and returned to the 







tor’s office for the years 1861, 1862, 1863 and 1864 from their obliga¬ 


tion and duty to assess them for those years, with this exception 5 
“that the lands of all non-residents, which are situated in such Coun¬ 


ties, shall be taxedand section 2d releases all persons and prop¬ 
erty, both real and personal, from all liabilities to pay taxes for the 
years aforesaid, with this proviso: “Provided, however, that the 

lands owned by non-residents of the State, shall not be exempted 
from taxation.” Nearly all the inhabitants of the Counties cemtem- 
plated were rebels, and off in Dixie; so no assessment could be 
made for those years under what they termed the “bogus” govern¬ 
ment, and returned to Wheeling. Was it this fact that induced the 
members of the last Legislature to make this unconstitutional dis¬ 
crimination in their fatfor against loyal “non-resident proprietors” liv- 
in loyal States; and this, too, in direct violation of the fundamen¬ 
tal conditions of the ordinance of separation, and the provisions of' 
our Constitution before recited ? If the Legislature had intended to 
discriminate in favor of loyal men even, It had no constitutional 

and such a course of legislation, if persisted in, cannot 
her character abroad, as being more perfidious than 
ever been. This legislation, I submit, should be 
so as to conform to the fundamental condition 

the mother State, and to the Constitution 




JP 









1 


and future repetitions henceforth 




Havin 



servants. 


what seemed to rue to be the 








suggest that the corain 
onal laws, pass the followin 
remedy, viz; 












cers, every three months, 

under a penalty 
have its property assessed 



asseneers- 
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full va 






any railroad or canal company be on 
report such proportion of 
received, as the part in the State 





in 




enirer and 




Now 




law were consistent with (he Constitution 











stand 









be well doubted, and not annulled by our 
there can be no doubt that it was)—the company 
never made the quarterly reports required, 
the law were valid now, would be subject to all the 

it imposes, viz : the fines, and to have all its property assessed 

+ 

full value and charged with all taxes in arrears and sold. One two- 
hundredth part of the gross freight money it has received, on 
proportion of the works in this State during the last six years, with 
one mill per mile on each passenger transported in that time, would 
amount to an immense sum. On your statement of their annual in¬ 
come, to fifty or sixty thousand dollars a year and three to four hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars for the six years—and this to be bartered away 
for about $43,000 paid now, and $30,000 annually hereafter, of which 
the State is to receive half only 1 

And a grave question may arise whether the new State may not 
have to account to the old State, for some years at least before the 
separation, for “taxes on passengers, and tonnage due from railroad 
companies,” under act of February, 1863, of the re-organized 








connect 
bui 





bor’s 
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section 22, chapter 4, of the Constitution of Virginia, 

shall be equal and uniform on all property 
f the word “uniform^ is to have any meaning at all 
n, it must mean that all real estate, whether ft 

5 of the railroad companies, or my i 
in one and the Same form, and 
; and the Legislature of the 
assess and tax my farm in this 
ing with him for the one- 
’ other form. 

okl State violated her Constitution 
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of his- 
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should violate her’s. The first Sec 






of no doubt. T 



State's provision that 
and uniform,” omitting the slave exception she adds 
“Mo one species of property, from which a tax may 
shall 






I 









than other species of property 
arlv enumerates the kinds of property that 
its discretion, exempt. All property, then, 
assessed in a “uniform” manner, according to 
How any honest legislator, with an oath to God upon his sou 





up ho! 





observe the Constitution containing these provisions, can 
present bill, or entertain it for a moment, passes 



comprehension. 

1 ! he excuse some make is, that it is only for five years, and does 
not compromise the rights of the State. Do they not know that 
during the five years all the extraordinary expenses of erecting our 
public buildings are to take place, and have got to be payed from 
taxes as fast as incurred, as the Constitution expressly prohibits the 
State going in debt. 

I would ask him, who says we are unable to assess and collect, a 
just and equal tax of this Company—“when shall we be stronger ?” 
Nor are all the succeeding questions which that great Virginian put 
to arouse his drowsy countrymen, less applicable to ourselves at this 
time. As then was their time to test, so now is our time to test 
whether the State of West Virginia, or the Baltimore and Ohio Rail¬ 
road Company, possess the stronger arm. 


February 26, 1867. 


Respectfully, 


G. 1 
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OUR 1 MS A N K HOSPITAL 
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Governor regards of primary importance, is 
ospital for the Insane, located 







anagers, appointed by himself, he savs are gentlemen of 


m • 


itegritv and efficiency, and who confidently expect by next June, try 












Kindred additional patients, 
appropriations already made. But it ah 

there are now pending more 
who are still waiting for vacant room 
that it is not probable their number will decrease ; so 
that when accommodations are provided for these, there will still ba* 












no provision for the one hundred of this unfortunate 

who are yet in Asylums in Virginia, and therefore, he feels it 

to recommend a liberal appropriation for the purpose of 

as rapidly as possible with the construction of the Institution ; 

also that it will be necessary in estimating for the support 

sane, to make provisions for those remaining in the Hospital of \ 

ginia, being one hundred as before stated. Upon this plausible - 

statement, I see a Committee of the House have reported a bill 

* 

appropriating $150,000 more. 

I see from the Auditor’s report, that the Governor, to make up 
the tsfirruated ordinary expenses for the current year, (from 1st of 
October last to 1st of October next,) includes $80,©oo* balance re¬ 
maining unpaid of appropriations made last winter for the Peniten¬ 
tiary and Hospital'; which reduces the “ordinary expenses” proper, 
as estimated for the cuirent year, to $271,150. If items like these, 
$75,000 for a Hospital, to cost near half a million, as is doubtless- 
contemplated by its* managers, and $50,000 towards erecting a Peni¬ 
tentiary to cost no one knows how much, are to enter into our ordi¬ 
nary expenses—w ? hat amounts and what objects will- constitute our 
extraordinary expcn&s ! 


.1 ir 




As this Hospital is the only important public work* our authorities 
had in charge before the Penitentiary was commenced, f 
state some facts in relation to it. 

legislature by act passed the ltd of* March, r8^8 ; Session* 
I, page ’> incorporated the Lunatic Asylam 
ern Virginia, appointed nine Directors and Commissioners 

a site not to exceed 300? acres* and construct 
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ed .1 
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> fit for receiving arvrl aocomi 
provided the whole expense thereof, site 
25,000. The Legislature of 1859 
paid iu two- annual instalments 
age 105. 







o appropriat 


}> 50,000*. 





The 
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-organized Government 





an¬ 





il dance 



















acts 1862-3, P a g e 25, 
completing arid finish mg the 

The Legislature 
ows, toward its construction, 

<16,000 ; and in t8§€, $75,000 ; 
gate appropriations for purchasing the site and constructing the 

which have already been made ; and it 
ient Legislature to appropriate $150,000 more, 
grand total of $410*000. This will be quke an enlargement 

contemplated by the 'Old State which hunted all cost 
in rt$5#. 

It does seem that the Legislature should investigate carefully into 
the whole anatter before they appropriate more money to this object. 
No State of the age, size and ability of ours has appropriated as 

much as we have already for a similar object, while we at the same 

lime, have all our Public Buildings to erect. 

i ieam from the Governor’s Message of January, *865, .that after 
being delayed in consequence of the -rebels stealing blankets, &c\, 
the Hospital was finally opened lor receiving patients the 112th of 
November, 1864, and all those that had been in die Hospital of 
Ohio, and those in the jails of this State were collected and put 
therein, leaving the 100 still in the Hospitals of Virginia. 

Let us next see 'with what economy and efficiency the affair has 
since been managed. There was appropriated by the first Legisla¬ 
ture of the New State, December 7, 1863, for those then expected to 

hospital $1,800; in 1864, for the support of the insane, 

; in 1865, $ 1 6,000; in 1866, the last Legislature approprial- 
llows: “For the current expenses of the West 

fiscal year 1866, $16,000.” “For expenses of 
in jails and carrying them to hospital, *3,oo«.” “Fo 
lunatics in the Virginia hospitals, $23,000 inak 


be i 








By 










support one year. 

’s last report, he estimates for the 
Governor endorses, $20,000 to meet the 

; $23,700 to support the insane i 
ital ; and $5,000 to support those still remai 
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reasurv 




,700, which is to be drawn from the 
year to support our insane, besides the 
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already cost rising 












farm, and rent 
,000, the interest on 
, will amount to over sixty 
the present year, 
the number of patients in the hospital 
told us that there are one hundred 


inffs that have 



to the 
dollars to 






§> m 


hospitals at Staunton and Williamsburg; $23,700 distributed arnon 



give to each $237,00 a year, and 



t 




The estimate for those at home, in the hospital and jails, 
and whoever knows their number can readily make the fi; 

I happen to have the annual report of the Trustees 





the 

State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, Massachusetts, for i860, one of 




conducted in the country, and owned and managed 
sively by the State. The trustees fix the price of board, the first of 
each fiscal year, and it is fixed for i860 at $3,00 per week, for 
first six months after entering the establishment, and $2,75 per week 
afterward. The cost of living generally is greater now than then, 
but is always much higher in Massachusetts than in West Virginia. 
No patients are received into that hospital, except by request of 
friends or overseers of the poor; in both cases sufficient bonds are 
required to be given to the treasurer to pay all expenses and damage 
done; or by order of the Courts, in which cases security is required 
on the patient’^ property, if he has any, and if not, the town in which 
he has his legal settlement, is held responsible to pay. By this 
means and proper management otherwise, the institution supports 
itself. It had at the close of the year i860, 331 patients. 






Chapter 85 of the Code of i860, which remains in force here, 
cept the 16th section, which was repealed in 1863. contains all 
necessary provisions for making secure the pay before receding the 

and enforcing the payment Its provisions in 
to the Staunton and Williamsburg Hospital, as 

in operation. But when our hospital went 
Fall of 1864, these provisions applied equally 
our Legislature, which, I think, has not 


the Chapter aforesaid, provides 














ceiv 



treasurer of the Hospital for support 

the Treasury of the Common wea 
now in the hospitals of Virginia were 

other of these hospitals 
was doubtless taken to pay their 












war 
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Now our Stale paid out for supporting her lunatics 

1864, $10,000; 1865,116,000; 1866, 

$70,500—all, or certainly the greater part of which was, or 
have been made secure when the patients were admitted at Staunton 
and Williamsburg, before the war, or at Weston since the war, 
the money collected and paid into the State Treasury, according to 
the law of 1858, before stated, or offset against Virginia’s claim for 
support. The Auditor’s estimate for the present year for supporting 
the insane is $48,700, which amount is asked to be appropriated by 
the present Legislature. 1 trust there is not a legislator that will ap¬ 
propriate another dollar to that concern in any form until this matter 
cleared up, and the money paid over. The corporation 
authority to appropriate the income for patients’ board to 

if it had been needed, which I trust I 
been the case, for the money drawn from 
been, of itself, more than ample, if 
s of officers, be they 
State, turned into 


eleemosynary 
of ability 
pen to fancy 
nounce so, at 
taxed to 
for 








■ass 














either patients or relative 

r that half 







respect 
who hap- 
may pro¬ 
to be 



and friendless lunatic, I will 

means, but 




as much 

I 



quietly. 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P 


January 
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[No. 2.) 

OUR INSANE HOSPITAL. 

Editors Intelligencer : 

Since the publication of some remarks upon this subject, in a for¬ 
mer number of your paper, I have read the last report of those in 
charge, furnished me by a neighbor , and have received from Dr. 
Kirkbride, “physician to the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane,” 
his work “on the construction, organization and general arrangement 
of Hospitals for the Insane.” Of this work, the compiler of the 8th 





818 







the direction 




arrangement of 







the bui' 





thus: “In 1854 
the construction, or 
for the Insane/’ which 
th census United States, 
ne extracts from this work, which cannot 

e at this time. At page 10th, remarkin 
mid be, he uses this language: “All the 
the number of insane confined in one 









* 



on the size 










two hundred and fifty and whenever that number 

instead of the States enlarging, he urgently advises the erec- 
a separate building in another section of the State. And af* 
iving a very minute description of every thing deemed necessary 
to make the establishment complete amd perfect for that number 
patients, and giving full diagrams of his plan, which consist of a large 
■centre building, with wings on either side, the whole to be built of 
brick or stone, and each wing consisting of three sections, the whole 
three stories high above the ground, with cellar under the whole, and 
dome on centre building—he remarks thus : “The general features 
of the plan proposed in the present essay were originally prepared 
by the writer at the request of the Commissioners for putting up a 
State Hospital for the Insane in New Jersey, and the designs for that 
building were made from the sketches at that time furnished to the 
architect.” He regrets, however, that the Commissioners varied 
from it in some respect in order to diminish the cost , which impaired 
completeness, but which the Commissioners were at that time 
supplying. That the same plan was also substantially followed by 
State of Indiana in constructing her Hospital at Indianapolis; 
inois in erecting her’s at Jacksonville ; by Pennsylvania, 
at Harrisburg; and by Ohio in erecting her’s at Dayton and Cleve 

n as her “Northern” and “Southern” Hospitals ; 
in the construction of her Hospital, then bein 
Tuscaloosa. He also remarks thus: “If there was 

















both 



putting up the whole building at once 
in saying that rather than leave off the extreme wings, 

that the work should be commenced 
made gradually to approach 









remarks thus on the cost: “The co 

vary at different sections 











the 



materials, and labor, and the 

that may be required 
The estimates for 
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ing 




us made by competent 
dollars. To the same 
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heat in 






ventilating apparatus, for bath and wash rooms, water 
water tanks and pipes, cooking apparatus 
s f bake rooms, and steam engine and 
furniture for every part of such a Hospital, w 

amount to-about $i q,ooo. The farm stock, wagons 




, and the different vehicles required would cost 
$3,000 additional; % so that, exclusive of the farm, which of late 

» 

generally been presenter! lo the State, either as a gift from benevolent 





or by some (own, desirous of having the institution near 
it, the entire cost of building such a Hospital for the Insane, provid¬ 
ing all its fixtures and furnishing it in every part, would be in 
section of country (Philadelphia) not far from two hundred thousand 
dollars.” 

* 

In making an estimate of the cost of a Hospital for the Insane, I 
felt no disposition to underrate it” 

Dr. Kirkbeide puts the whole expense of labor and professional 
care of his complete hospital with 250 patients, at $12,637 a year , and 
shows by his annual reports of the institution over which he presides, 

that very few patients remain over one year, and that the number of 
admissions and discharges are about equal each month ; and that of 
3,360 patients that have been in that hospital since 18*41 more 
have been discharged eured y after an average of six 






treatment. 

Now let us compare the money already expended, the present 
and capacity, and the success of our hospital thus far 
before stated. 














I wo hundred and sixty-seven 
sixteen dollars and ninety-eight cents 
construct!©*! b«fo?e the present 
Richmond Legislature in 1861 appropriated 
wing of the Northwestern Hospital so as t< 
then in jail, which sum is not i 






the sum 


above named 
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accomplished ? 1 see by 

are all there is room for or 
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report that 
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is the number that h 


between January first and October 


the 










rov 




four 



admitted, si 

died during this nine 



cured . one much 



rs-t 











during this nine months, 
out for salaries and labor $4,994.89 
as Dr. Kirkbride required in 1854 to equip and mana 

patients a year, and cure over one 
;e nearly all the balance that were living, 
ent Hills attempts to account for this difference in the fact 
cases are of long standing and therefore incurable, 
complain that somebody has not the power to remove these 
for such as are curable. 















I had supposed the Board 
He also urges it as a cogent reason why the south wing- 

—and even 



for 



power. 

that is all, as I understand, that is as yet commenced 
whole building should be speedily completed. And to make the 
necessity more apparent, he says there are now over forty in the part 

of the wing that is finished, over eighty applications already made, 
and by May or June, when this wing is to be opened, he calculates 
there will be filly or sixty more—making a total of one hundred and 
sixty or one hundred and seventy ; that the finished capacity cannot 
then exceed one hundred and forty to one hundred and fifty patients, 
and though these may be reduced some by death, recovery and other 
causes, there will remain the one hundred in the hospitals of old Vir¬ 
ginia unprovided for. He further states, as an adept in the business, 
that from fifty to one hundred new cases may be annually expected 
occur among a population as large as ours, and therefore con¬ 
cludes that it is absolutely necessary that the whole building should 
completed as soon as possible . 




If we shall provide suitable accommodations for 118 insane per¬ 
sons at a time, we do as much as is done on an average throughout 
the country. There were in i860, 11,133 insane persons in hospitals 
in the United States, and our share in proportion to our population, 
w.ll be about the number stated ; and according to l)r. Hills’ state¬ 
ment, approved by the Board, the $75,000 appropriated by the last 
Legislature, will accomplish that, and more too; and then by the ro¬ 
tation practiced in all other hospitals of the kind, ours shall be made 
a place of temporary residence and treatment for such as are curable 
until cured) and then with such as prove to be incurable, removed, 




m m 


giving 
of our 




all do as much for this 
e as the rest of our country are doing. 



ite class 


But Dr. Hill: 





make out an absolute necess 







completed, seems to ignore rotation or discharges, and 
her on making provisions ample enough 













es as permanent residents; and the 
as will be seen by reference to that report. At 
convened last spring soon after, the Legislature 
resolved to proceed and finish the first section adjoining 
occupied, and then apply the remainder of the $75 
constructing the next adjoining section. At page 6 they say this 
“first section” will be completed by May or June next, and will ac¬ 
commodate about one hundred additional patients, and that to cotn- 
it for their reception will take all but $6,000 of the $75,000, 
and that this $6,000 they propose to expend on the “next section” as 
above mentioned, which will extend to the centre buildings which their 
architect, and they approve his views, says should be built at the same 
tune — though contrary to Dr. Kirkbridk’s plan as before stated. 

On this statement, I presume, they induced the present Legislature 
to appropriate $100,000 more, making the entire appropriations for 
the purpose of construction merely three hundred and ninety /too 
thousand three hundred and sixteen dollars and seventy eight cents , and 
as it takes $69,000 to finish what they term “section first,” it will 
probably take the remaining $6,000 with the remaining $100,000 to 
build and complete what they term “second section,” which is to ex- 
to the centre or main building , leaving this and a corresponding 
wing still to be erected, which at the rate of the cost so far will make 

structure, when completed, cost one million at least, and 
ought to accommodate 500 to 600 patients, a number which 

is twice too large for any one establishment. 

Legislature appear to have appropriated the $100, 
themselves to the magnificent humbug without 
in charge to strict account for the past, and \vi 
with as little concern or forecast apparently, 
of snuff! 
















would 



This is the language of 
ing how fast our people are going crazy 
the entire building is therefore an at 

l have never seen the building, nor a plan of it 

mean 


ng,” what Dr. Kirkf 
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suppose they 
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a 








complete one, viz : the main centre building with two corresponding 
wings extending from it in opposite directions. 

Now I do not know how much our public servants may feel the 
want of so extensive accommodations in this regard ; yet I feel sure 
our people have no idea of all becoming crazy at present, nor of 
being humbugged in this matter much longer. 

Respectfully, 

G.-F. 

February 22d, 1867. 



[No. 3.] 

OUR INSAKfc HOSPITAL—WHAT EXPERIENCED MEN 

SAY OF n\ 

Kiiitors Intelligencer ; 

I have just received a letter from Dr. Kirkbride, to whom I en¬ 
closed a copy of your paper, containing nay last article, on the above 
subject, with a note asking if l was right in the views expressed—of 
which the following is a copy : 

M Penn’a. Hospital for Insane, 

Philadelphia, March 2, 1867. 

My Dear Sir—I have received your letter of the 26th ult., and 
also the paper, for which I am much indebted to you. I have only a 
single objection to make, that as the cost of material and labor are 
now greatly increased, from what they were when my little book was 

t 

written, the cost of building and managing a Hospital must neces¬ 
sarily be proportionately greater. 


Very truly yours, 


Thomas L. Kirkbride 




just received, through a friend, who communicated 
D. Tilden Brown, who is at the head of the 








city of New York, and second to 

r and this was his reply : 




oes on 






IMS 




uiia is 


money most lavishly and unwisely, 

before she completes her 








commenced ’ (A fact I have 






true, as Dr. Kirkbride 
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buildin 



tie above one 
affect it some little 


has proportionately increa: 
exceeds our present 
no more, unless 






only as 
is lit 






P. s 


m 



com 
Si 



Very Respectfully, 

March 7, 1867. 

id our legislators have realized , when 
and Ohio Railroad bill, that they were 
company to purchase and hold, for ten 
their road, one-third of all the land 
Such is the fact. Five millions of acres is 


G. P 








square miles, and our State contains but about 23,000 square 
And all this land to be exempted from taxation until the State 






able to prove that the Company is realizing ten per cent, on 
capital. See section 7, of charter granted March 1st, 1866, to C. 

O. R. R. Company, and sections 2 and 14 of the recent act. Be¬ 
sides, our Legislature has no more constitutional power to exempt a 

railroad from taxation until its profits reach ten per cent., or any 
other sum, than it has to exempt a farmer until his farm, yields that 
per cent profit Unless the Legislature imposes an “equal and uni¬ 
form tax, according to valuation,” as the Constitution provides, the 
whole levy, I submit, is void, and the State can collect no part of it. 
We can hardly afford to be thus liberal to foreign capitalists. 

G. P. 


THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILROAD 
THE DANGER TO BE APPREHENDED FROM 
DUTY OF THE COMMISSIONERS. 
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I have 


in a recent 



read the Act relating to this 


of your paper, and propose to examine 



nection with existing facts 





became the absolute owner 
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as her Hast line, with the 
clone upon it between Charleston 





everybody must see it i 
in every respect, most 
West and tidewater; and, without 
must remain comparatively .unimproved, 
“commencing everywhere and ending 
and built with a view to War, rather than 

















valueless. With these unequalled advantages, which this key gives 
new State, I have always looked upon the Covington 
Railroad as self-constructing from its own intrinsic merits, when 
old State shall be republicanized and safe, and capable of producin 
vast benefit to the State, without a dollar's expense to her, if wise 
and prudently managed. 

What has she done thus far ? March 3d, 1864, she chartered 
West Virginia Central Railway, and transferred to that Company the 
portion of the Covington and Ohio Railroad route West of Charles¬ 
ton, with the half million worth of work. Much has been promised 
by this Company, and various legislation has been made since re¬ 
specting it, but not a blow has been struck towards its construction. 
Just as the Legislature of 1866 was about to adjourn, Commissioners 
from Richmond arrived at Wheeling with certain Acts, touching the 
Covington and Ohio Railroad and Virginia Canal Company, passed 
by the same Legislature at Richmond, that had on the 5th of Decem¬ 
ber previous, repealed the Acts of the Wheeling Legislature passed 
863, giving consent to Berkeley and Jefferson Counties becomin; 
part of West Virginia, and asked our Legislature to co-operate in 

to both subjects, which it did, thereby recognizing the legiti¬ 
macy of the Richmond Legislature, which Congress has all the 

full 








Our Legislature granted a charter giving 
balance of the route within her jurisdiction, and 

to make the best terms it could with the W 







ihvay for the portion between Charleston 

appointed five Commissioners to 






those of the old State in disposing of the charter 
as would give the best assurance and security that 
be commenced and built agreeably to the charter. The 

provision that the work should 

, from Covington to 
years; and on failure in either particular, the \ 
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river in six 
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our 


These Commi 
Summers, who has been 
have failed, it seems, to 
And now comes the magnificent scheme 

has sanctioned and enacted 




the 



durin 
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points five Commissioners, two of the old and three new one 

or any three of them without the concurrence 

and unlimited power to contract on 
they choose, directly with the West Virginia Central Railway, or 
Virginia Central Railroad, to construct the Covington 
Railroad within six years, commencing when it chooses . And 
upon the name of the railroad so contracted with is to 
changed lo “the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Company,” 
absorb all the powers, privileges, and rights conferred on 
Covington and Ohio Railroad by its charter, without assuming any of 
the material obligations and conditions imposed by the same* and 
possess without any limit of time or otherwise, the power to absorb 
at will the other road named, and the South Side Railroad from 
Petersburg to Lynchburg* and the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad 
from Norfolk to Petersburg, or any one or more of them—to pur¬ 
chase the Blue 'Ridge Railroad and build a road from Lynchburg to 
Covington, as well as other roads in old Virginia; to possess a cap 1 
ital of thirty millions and hold five millions of acres of land for ten 
years. (See Section 14.) Or if our Commissioners or any three of 
them elect, they may at once open books and organize the Covington 
and Ohio Railroad Company, which, as soon as organized, is to have 
full power to consolidate with all or any of the foregoing Companies, 
and thereby acquire the name of “the Chesapeake and Ohio 
road Company,” with ail the powers, rights and privileges, 

:ations and conditions as before stated. As . 










fore there is no time fixed for commencing work on our 

that it shall forfeit if our road shall 
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any 

ed in six 
shall 






It is exempted from taxation until its 
cent., which exemption is in the charter 
inures as a privilege to the new 





as three of the Commissioners, 
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two, shall contract directly or 
Railroad Company, which they can 
consolidation is effected. 




before stated, which will pass at once 
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mere 

within the six years, as 
interest of that class of 
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controlled by a Company 




or 



suit 





















w 

times the power possessed by the Baltimore 

ever since our State was created, set our 
with entire impunity. Nor will our Legislature 
restrain or check the monster corporation when once 
has reserved no such power, and the recent Act it 
become a part of the Contract which her Commissioners 
and as such will be protected as inviolate by both our own 
Federal Constitution. Old Virginia, and perhaps the 
holders, would, I have no doubt, have made a present of one or 
of their dilapidated roads, for the sake of securing the use 
key we hold, and a line of railroad from the Ohio to Richmond 
Norfoik; but the Act of our Legislature expressly provides for 
purchase and payment of par value in her bonds cancelled. 
Section 13. 

There is no doubt, if Old Virginia could and would give her inter¬ 
est in one or more of her dilapidated roads to connect with ours, and 
had any fixed political status, and her present authorities a recogniz¬ 
ed power to act, it would be an inducement for solid capitalists to 
take hold and build our road. But the legitimacy of her present 
government including her Legislature, is denied by Congress, and 
the other loyal governments, except our authorities, and they will 
probably learn the effects of this cozy recognition before they 
through with the question of Berkeley and Jefferson. 

As I said before, the State is sold, unless our Commissioners shall 





reserve, in any contract they may make, a right in our 
check and restrain the portion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
Company, that shall be within its jurisdiction, and make it 
condition that our road shall be commenced within six months 





1 



within the six years, or else the 
in the State, The Commissioners 
such reservation and condition by 

the 16th Section 
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responsibility, therefore, rests with the 

look to properly guard 
some reservation and condition as 

and Ohio Railroad 
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whenever its net profits 


and oppressive 

Amboy ever was. Why should it not be made 

amount to six per cent 
Ohio Railroad Company 
Respectfully, 


March 4, 











G. P 





WEST VIRGINIA PENITENTIARY. 

Editor of We lIs burg Herald: 

I see by the Wheeling Intelligencer of the 5th inst., that the Board 

which has charge of the Penitentiary, after advertising in that' paper 
alone y 1 presume, as I have seen it in no other, for ten days only, for 

‘‘sealed proposals,” to furnish 10,000 perch of stone—met on the 3rd 
of the present month, and awarded the following contracts, viz: to 
Edward Lower, of Marshall County, 2,000 perch, 300 rubble, at 
$7 per perch, and 1,700 do. dimension, at $8,50. To J. W. Hobbs 

& Co., Hancock County, 1,500 perch, 375 rubble at $7, and 1,125 do. 
dimension, at $9,34 per perch. Linle & Vilton, of Marshall Coun¬ 
ty, 1,500 perch, 375 rubble, at $7, and 1,125, dimension, at $8,87 per 
perch, amounting in all to 5,000 perch, and to cost $42,286 15, an 
average of $8,45 per perch. It does not appear in the advertisement 
nor statement in the Intelligence r, whether the rubble stone is 
“coursed” or “uneoursbd,” which, I understand, is a material 
ence, the former being guaged and dressed with the hammer 3 

neither assorted nor dressed. It is stated 
Intelligence r, that it is estimated that 52, 








article in 



1 



win 
nearly 
one-half 
the chi 
















required to complete the building, which 
red and forty-nine thousand, four 
million for the stone alone, which 
entire cost of the Penitentiary 1 Our 
storm, rent and impoverished as 

putting one million in an 
Weston, dignified with the name 

million in another pile equally undefined and 
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aught that appears, at 
le name of a Penitentiary ’ 




to be 

& 

ns por- 

hundred and forty thousand inhabitants! What 
a recommendation to go abroad ! It is a pity all her proposed pub- 

were not under way in the different sections of the State 







ive all her people an extra chance to roll up 

finish the poor thing at once, v\ 

Think if fhe gentlemen comprising 
expend $42,286 25 of their own money 
have awarded such contracts upon so short and limited advertisement 
when only half of what they had advertised for had been 

d it would seem in order to reserve the balance for 


been about 











enjoyment of the same parties at the same price, in imitation 
Hospital. If there had been a present want of material, why di 
not advertise sooner ? 



'Fhe township of Wellsburg recently contracted for the stone, in¬ 
cluding dimension and rubble, for the foundation of a large School 
house, at $4,50 a perch, when furnished hammered, dressed and laid, 
and mortar found. I understand the contractors for the Penitentiary 
are to furnish the stone merely and these undressed. Like the Kings 
of Egypt the party, if not the State, seems bent on piling up its own, 
tomb, which if the present course is continued, few will say the for¬ 
mer does not deserve. 

Respectfully, 

April 12, 1867. G. P. 



WEST VIRGINIA PENITENTIARY—Ttf E LATE 
OF THE DIRECTORS—THE PLAN OF BUILDING ADOPT 
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estimated amount of stone required to comp 

r remarks to the Herald vesterdav, I took 

It struck me at the time as larsre. 






order of the day with our public sei 
ilormlv correct, 1 ventured 
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mvimr scon the Directors* 





seerot 




cause or 









clay, was made to the last Legis 

t send me copies. 

9 

was for f»5oo perch 
than their reported estimate; an 
they had contracted for 4,600 
hese facts show already considerable enlargement 
mado in the report, and with other 






may make the estimate of 52,000, as stated in your pdpef 

far from correct, in reality. 









plan which I see is proposed in their report, it copy of 
which has )ilst been banded nte by a friend, looks to me very 

3 ill many respects; and especially its size and style of finish/ 
say it is the plan adopted by the State of Illinois—which now 
contains about 2,060.000 of people-*^in constructing its Penitentiary 
Very recently built at Joliet, and which, then contained over 700 
convicts. Why did they not copy, so far as size is concerned, from 
some State containing a population something near the number of 
i, as M aine, with a population, in *86o, of 628,266—nearly double 
that of ours—'with one State’s Prison only, ami that at Thoroastoiv 
in which, in f 86 p, was an average number of n 3 convict** ami Con ¬ 
ducted on the Auburn plan; or New Hampshire, With a population 
of 326,083, winch his but one State’s Prison, which is at Concord* 
and has an average of about 119 convicts; or Verrmmt, with a p >p 
illation of 3*5,116, and one Stated Prison, winch is at Windsor, and 


has an average of about 95 convicts; or Connecticut, will* a popuia- 
tion of 460,147 which has but one State’s Prison, and that at Wcath 

, in which are on an average *6o convicts ? The population 
these last named States approach most nearly that of ours* 
is not more than 340,000,) and like ours, are rural and a 










Let us now examine the plan the Directors repoFt tlyey 
ed. And first, its size. It is the plan, as before 

great State of Illinois, which has six tiroes 
ours, and probably ten tiiwes the wealth, and 

lding.s built and paid for. The 
iglHy five feet in front, and three stories high above 
On the right and left of the Superintendent 









house is 






> house* 

dings each 184 feet long by 52 feet wide, and four 
!i above the £F*hmu1, and each wing or cell building, to con- 
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4S0 cells, which will accommodate 
Is it to be expected that our 

four times the number 


east 480 con 
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er expending the large amounts of money 
churches and school-houses that 
Besides these buildings, the 
acres of ground with a wall 30 feet 
ground, 3 feet, 9 inches thick, which 








the variou 
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But the Directors say the Superintendent's house and 

cells, is all that will be needed for some time to come, r 





so propose to erect the entire walls-of the whole building, and finish 
and complete the exterior now, but t© finish, fit up and furnish at the 
present, only the Superintendent’s fiousc with one wing, and leave the 
other for posterity to finish and fill up. What a complimentary legacy 

to transmit to our posterity! The crumbling, interiorally unfinished 
and imtenanted wing of that Penitentiary I Besides how profitable 
to the State will be the investment ! 

But they propose to complete and finish the entire exterior of the 
building,, including the Superintendent's house and- both wings in the 
“castellated gifthic styleJ 9 The word “castellated means “adorned 
with turrets and 'battlements, like a castle"—a sentiment akin to the 

ft 

one of our Legislature last winter on a subject it indefinitely post- 

m * * 1 

ponerl. Who would not be a convict with such encouragement, and 
baronial accommodations provided foe him ? The moral sense and 
taste of the world heretofore have been, to make their J&astiles and 
State Prisons objects of terror and repulsion, rathe*-than ornament¬ 
ed, inviting retreats like the plan proposed. Who can doubt but that 

hospital folly or swindle? 

* 1 * 

Robert Hosea, Esq,, of Bethany, an experienced stone mason, in- 
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writm; 


to-day that he is now engaged for the Pennsylvania 
abutments, composed of dressed stone, which 
repares and lays fbi 5a a perch. 

our people have but one course 
next J legislature who shall plot 
, and whose established character 
once the present fatal course, cl 
constitution-breakers, of whatever 
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ves in 
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profess to* be, take from the Executive most 
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appointing power, oblige 
the laws are faithfully and impartially 

, compel all public monies 
township or school district 
counted tor and “accurate and detailed statements” 










laid before the people, and brin 
to its Constitution and to the model of 

Have our 











economy, its makers intended. 

and virtue to do it? The occasion for crying Rebel and Copper 
head, and that he is an enemy to the new State, has, I 
away with us, in the opinion of honest men, and become a 

for the veriest demagogue. The radical change 
about to take place in the old State must extinguish in the former 
desire to re-uake, and fix their future hopes and expectations in com¬ 
mon with the loyal people, upon the future success and prosperity of 
the new State, whose worst enemies now appear to be those who 

0 

have been loudest heretofore in professions of friendship. Honest 
and intelligent statesmen, who look through the State and compre¬ 
hend its real wants, and who will seek earnestly to provide for them 
instead of their own enrichment, are the kind of physicians our suf¬ 
fering and abused State now requires. 


Very Respectfully, 


C. 1\ 


April t 1867. 


H0RACK GREELEY ANI) JEFFERSON DAVIS—THE 
RES ENT ATI VE MEN OF THE IRREPRESSIBLE 





Editors fnUlUgenccn 

How strikingly the saying “extremes meet’' was illustrated in Hor¬ 
ace Greeley’s traveling front New York to Richmond and offering 
himself, unsolicited, as the first man to set Jeff. Davis at liberty, 
when neither humanity, a just sense of propriety, nor good taste, 
would seem to demand or warrant it. as there were plenty of his own 
party ready and desirous to become his bail. 








one of the parties, whose contfi 

, either in the ex 




tluring the past 
blood and 





committed. In it has been sa 




a million 






and five to six billion of money; 
hold responsible, has coolly, 
to one hundred thousand of our 





lers, 


vioiable 


* *■ 


ij men I 


as prisoners of war—a relation held 
by all civilized nations, and closed the 
2i'e, in either instigating or consenting 







• 


( ) 


1 the President. 






G reeley, seized with a vague hope of glory and large 
his paper, commenced the strife by stirring up slavery with a 

•long enough to keep himself out of personal danger—and even 
pushed his side of the preliminary war of words, until he and 
party had spread rank nullification upon* the statute books of fifteen 
of the Northern States under the guise of “personal liberty laws*'— 
wanting only the “overt act” to complete the highest crime known to 
the law—believing all the while the assailed party dared not fight. 
Davis and his party to protect the large pecuniary interest at stake, 
and gratify an equally unhallowed ambition-—madly threw off the 
Constitution, that had been and would have continued to be, their 
shield, if retained and faithfully adhered to, and committed the “overt 
act.” The life of the Government at once became involved in the 
issue, and to save that life followed the mighty strife and sacrifice. 

As a mere incident, or accident, in this strife, so far as human 
agency was concerned, as the loyal party did not seek it at the com¬ 
mencement—slavery has been destroyed. And as the negro preach- 

other day in a speech to his people at Petersburg 
owed their freedom to neither party—but to God.” 

know and feel that the terrible guilt of treason of 
upon some of the leaders, of one side or 


e 















upon the honest vindicators and defenders 
forcibly assailed, nor on the mere 
blindly assailed it. And if the whole was 

, as some believe, it can 







no plea in bar 


to an 






‘offences must needs come 


for treason in this case, nor 

the penalty. The Divine 
’ said also, “woe unto 
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The Government, with its past and present 
hopes and 




that fit expiation 
crimes, and not passed over 
head leaders may shake 
, orphaned and bereaved millions 
tax payers, and nay, the spirits 
claim to be heard in this matter, 





Davis and Horace Greeley, though amon 
to settle as if it was a mere personal 
demand an expiation that shall deter a 
and “make treason odious,” and the thought of attempting it 
ring. This is the policy of other nations, and human nature is 







same with us as with them, and restrained from committing crime 
a fear of punishment—the opinions of some transcendental 
ophers and humanitarians among us to the contrary notwithstanding; 
As I said before a great guilt rests on somebody; and from what took 
place at Richmond, we should judge, neither the Government, nor 
judge or Attorney representing it, nor Mr. Greeley, thought it 
rested on Jefferson Davis, as the Court and Attorney fixed the 
damage he had done at $100,000, and Horace Greeley was the 
first man to help share that by travelling all the way from New York 
uninvited for aught appears, and becoming his bail. What was the 
motive and feelings that prompted Mr. Greeley to do this ? Was it 
a consciousness that he ought to share the penalties, or to ingra¬ 
tiate himself and paper with the “reconstructed ?” 

Why talk of Christian forgiveness over slayers of a million, and 
hang the young culprit in an adjoining County who has killed but one 
man ! 

Very Respectfully, 

G. P. 
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AND HIS CRACK 




WORKERS ON ONE SIDE, WITH DAVI 
BLUSTERING FIRE-EATERS ON T 







to-day and the 
was fixed at 
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©oo. as 
uals in 
Greeley. 









your paper of yesterday 

ooo each, and the first 
becoming severally bound in 
in such cases, denotes 
is anticipated, and the i 
for Canada confirms it 






Individ 


was Horace 








He 










can 
his bail 










Vallandigham went, beyond our jurisdiction 
daily the public sentiment, and intends to 
if no danger, otherwise suffer a forfeiture of his 
stionably the plan. This farce concluded in 
wood’s Court, Horace and Jefferson take their carriage 
for the Spotswood, amid the cheers of victorious not 
rebels. 

What a denouement to the most stupendous farce the world 
witnessed—farce, nay, high tragedy, in which a million of our country¬ 
men of the North and South had given their lives to these Molochs, 
besides the sacrifice of six billion of treasure. 

Though overwhelmed with shame and sorrow, I am not astonished, 
or even surprised. I have known the character of Greeley and his 
crack-brained votaries too long to be astonished or surprised even, 
at anything they might do, except it would be a truly patriotic, sensi¬ 
ble, or brave deed, and then I should be bound to attribute it to ac¬ 
cident, and not design. I need only to refer to their conduct during 
the preliminary war of words, their higher law and legislation, their 
irresolution and skulking when the clash of arms came, and the 
and suicidal measures proposed by Greeley and his like while 









strife was raging—for the proof. They and their 
workers in ihe South managed to bring on the war, but other 
and other hands had to conduct it upon both sides afterwards. The 

on either side had no correct idea of what they 
consequences that were to follow, as events 
shown. They played away at each other unconcerned 
of arms came with unlooked for fury, when the greater 

skulked, and they seem still to regard i 
consequence, except freeing the negroes ; and the 
al Question which lies at the bottom of the 













Such 





character of the men who got 
different element to conduct i 
as wonderfully as they 
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practical sense, and 
take the exclusiv 






ft ft 



ilitary, if they expect safety and prosperity 



The getter: 







war 
ed the 
ery 





their victory. 

the fire eaters' side are already 
counterpart on the Northern side 
er ceased, came out from their hiding 
honor of having saved the Government, and aboli 
they claim secures them immortal glory and 
to all the freed men's votes ; and many are now 
South under the protection of Federal bayonets—laboring 

freedmen that the past is even so. 




claim 










Now these crack-brained fellows of the Northern side deserve 

« 

be as effectually ostracised and put out of the way as their Southern 

co-workers have been. Nothing but that can save the country and 
keep it out of another collision of the same sort, and the true war 
party in the loyal States, with the aid of the true men in the South 

alone can do it. The crack-brained will remonstrate, for they claim 
to have been the chosen instruments of God, through which slavery 
has been abolished, and they lack the sense of propriety that induced 
Judas Iscariot to hang himself, after betraying his Divine Master by 
a similar appointment. If any one doubts this let him look at Judge 
Underwood’s court, at the Judge, and what transpired there. The 
arch leader turned loose and J. C. Breckinridge, one Judge Thomas 
and other insignificant persons indicted for high treason, probably to 
offset jErF.'s release, and perhaps act another farce. 

The law authorizes only a Federal court or Judge to take bail in 
capital cases, and makes it an express duty to inquire into the “na- 

circumstances of the offense,” and “of the evidence” 

:es of law.” There certainly can be no doubt about the 
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There certainly can be no doubt at 
Davis is guilty of, nor the evidence to prove it; and 

not bailable under 
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ges of law capital cases c 

In die case of the United States vs. Stewart, 2 Dall 
e Court of the United Slates, wi 
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is rule in cases of high treason: 
very strong” (showing innocence of course 
uce a Court to adroit a person to 

” Had Davis' case 
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or mitigating his guilt ? 

clause of the 
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war 



on 
would 
bail. 



al prosecutions the accused ; 

Davis was 



ill* 




a cost of $ 100 * 000 , and was 
up by General Burton on 
Underwood could not have taken 

to have been otherwise than right 
prisoner only in the same light as he would, 
his Marshal, while at large. In 









y have decided the clause above cited 
Where then was his authority do admit to bail ? 


Respectfully, 


May 16th, 1867, 
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THE PROPOSED RAILROAD AND THE WATER-LINE TO 
CONNECT THE OHIO RIVER WITH TIDE-WATER— 
THEIR PROBABLE COST AND ADVANTAGES COM¬ 
PARED. 


Editors Charleston Journal / 

The completion of one or the other of these works, or both, at as 





early a day as practicable, seems desirable to both the old State 
the new. The actual results accomplished by the old State in 
large expenditure of money heretofore, seemingly without sufficient 
matured plans, or much regaid to economy, and the limited 
both States at the present time, ought, it seems to me, to 
people of both to make cool and careful examination of 
and avail themselves of all experience, and then determine 

likely to be accomplished, ami set it) work in eaFiwj+t ; 
it. Neither State is in a Condition, to try experiment* 
aginary sdxrmes. Pacts, bowereT distasteful, should 
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accomp 
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inia * 



ern n<rw, "First be r>urc we're right, then go ; 

recent overture to our Commissioners by the 

4* % * 

Company, proposing to build the Covington and Ohio Railroad on 

r for 



f tf 
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, can not be regirded as binding on 
ut mutuality of obligation which is required to wonsiivu’.c ; 



mi 




therefore, inquire w 
consummate a contract with 



examined the material facts touchin 
means in my reach would allow, and am 
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upon 









completion of the “water-line” 
and New Rivers to the'east boundary of our State, 

our last Legislature provides, (with some few 
thereto,) is the true plap for our people 
About ninety-six miles from the mouth of the 
can, with the means now at our command, be made a 
reliable a navigation as the Ohio river—and we need 
a better. 

This will extend through by far the richest agricultural and mineral 
region, and unlock the whole to all the markets of the West and 
South ; and every dollar, if judiciously expended, must yield to the 
stockholders remunerative dividends. Sufficient capital for this pur¬ 
pose can be raised from our own people, and foreign capital that will 
be induced to come in. 

This accomplished, the improvement of the New River to our east 
line may be undertaken and proceeded with as fast as means will al¬ 
low, and all chat rich and now locked-up portion of our Sta'e be¬ 
come, thereby, opened to the same markets. The accomplishment 
of this last will increase the revenue of existing stockholders by in 
creasing the business, and appreciate probably tive fold the value of 
lands accessible above the Fails; so the people of the adjacent 
Counties can well afford to issue county bonds to aid in the enter¬ 
prise, and individuals donate portions of their lands for the purpose. 

their interest to do so. And such a course cannot fail 
capitalists to come in and invest in lands and con- 









deficiency of means that may be required to com 

I was never upon New River, but understand from 




ranted by the Legislature last winter, that it is ca 
improvement to our east line at a cost not exceeding 

the whole extent from the mouth 








The extension of the water-line, in the manner 

its exhaustless mineral wealth, into communication 



bv water carriage, (which admits of no competition in 





with nearly three quarters of the consumers of the 

country, without breaking bulk or transhipment ; which consideration 
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have within our own hands, 
which would command them. 



And while we 



doing this, there can be no 
her “water-line” from 













otetourt County, by canal through 
vicinity of Fincastle and New Castl^ to Sinking Creek 
creek and the New River to meet us at 










nut 
avoided. 



have 





what I learn from geography and practical men, that route 

a natural supply of water can be obtained, and 
which has so long been the subject of speculation, 

It strikes me that the old State, in such a case, wou 
strongest motive to push her improvement and connect with 
it be possible; and she would be at the same time opening 
rich territory to markets, and enhancing the business of the canal. 
And when the union should take place, might she not reasonably ex¬ 
pect some of the fruits, at least, which New York has realized from 
the marriage of the waters of the great Lakes with the Hud soil km 
1825 ? 1’bis grand result, it seems to me, is attainable by the two 
States, by the means they now possess, if so managed and employed 
as to draw capital and capitalists to them, instead of begging, without 
success, for them to come and build the railroad. Besides, if this 
connection should fail, might we not expect that the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad Company would meet us at our line with a con¬ 
tinuation of the improvement of New River up to its road near 
Newbem ? 

« 

The water line once completed, at an inconsiderable cost: compared 
what it would cost to complete the railroad line, the latter will 

as an incident—as has been the case in New 




soon 
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Pennsylvania—be built by the new interests and wants 
waier-line would create. 







and Blue Rid 



then, the tertain^ manifest advantages 
, as things now stand, without the aid of 
State and private owners should donate 
roads—to induce mere capitalists 
? I deem the estimates of the cost 










Covin 






wit! 



, entirely too low. To 
road, and repair, equip 

cost from fifteen to twenty nvllion dollars, and 

Mr. Gwvnn, late Chief Engineer of the 
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Company, estimated 
and Ohio road from 









me to 






of 138 miles, at 
It will now cost about one 
which deduct the two-and-a-half 






s nee in 
overture 










the tunned, leaving 112,021,500. 
our Commissioners, it is proposed to 

Mr. Gwynn bases his estimate 



the recent 






specu 







a similar country , and shows 
estimates of engineers, without reference to actua 
to be relied on in these matters ; and instances 
cost of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Baltimore 
Cumberland, to have been $4,528*693, when the actual cost 
$9,662,374; the Hudson River RaitToad at $6,000,000, when it 
ally cost (14,000,000, and so generally. [See the 17th Annual 
port of President to stockholders of the James River and Kanawha 
Company, 1852, pages 376-3^0, (See., where the subject is very ably 
and thoroughly discussed.] 

Now we all know there is not local capital to accomplish such a 
work, nor am I able to see any present inducement for capitalists of 
other States to invest The great bulk of travel is always found to 
follow the freight They go where'their produce and business lead ; 
and while their produce shall go to Baltimore, Philadelphia and New 
York, the owners will not travel a long distance Tonnd to reach either 
these cities, for the sake merely of riding on our road, if built, 
and looking at Richmond. Their products must be brought down to 
Richmond and Norfolk, and sold there ; and then the owners will 
follow, and capitalists will build a railroad for them, or they will 
for themselves, aided by the accumulating merchants and capitalists 
and growing cities, at the tide-water. 








vantages over 
for 






to much extent 


among them our Commissioners, appear 
of railroad, if completed, will possess such 

present existing roads, for carrying passengers 
products of the West at tide-water, 
present channels, and turn it to 
can there seasonably furnish, and receive 
of ocean-going ships, 

induce capitalists and 
arge and palpable advantage 
Vi m it la and 
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, as yet, done 
far inland ever 






















The friends of the railroad instance the freedom 
snows; the light grades 
tance. These would all have weight if true, but 
true, and which to the water-line is of vast i 

Covington road as of much lighter 
—they are silent as to the other portion 
, which has ascents as high as 75 feet to 
one way, ana 83 the other—on the Virginia Central. 

Board of Public Works for 1858, page 142.] So there 
great advantage in grade in our favor when taking the 
ether. And instead of making the distance shorter, the 
sioners make, in fact, the distance from the mouth of the 
river—to which point the overture mentioned and resolutions you 
published contemplate it to extend—to Norfolk, 117 miles more 
the distance frcm Wheeling to Baltimore by the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad; 113 miles more than from Parkersburg to Baltimore; and 
144 miles more than from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia by the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Central. In making their calculation, it should be observed, 
the Commissioners start at the great falls of the Kanawha, 96 miles 
from its mojith, to which point they assume the river is to be improved 
by permanent navigation. 

Now I submit there is nothing here that is going to divert the great 
staples of the West from their present established routes, and turn 
them to our road, if built; and this capitalists see . Nor would it pay 
to ship coal from the Kanawha coal fields to Richmond by the road. 

The distance is about 355 miles from Coalburg, at the 
mouth of Cabin creek. The freight on a ton of coal per mile 
ed by the Virginia Central Railroad in 1858 was three 1 
cents, (see Report Board of Public Works for that year, page 14 

d make the freight to Richmond, 355 miles, $12 
13 cents per bushel. It is fair to presume 
cheap as that road could carry it for then, and 
And so it would be with the great majority of our 

wheat was put at five and six-tenths cents per 

33 and one-third bushels ; 

Kanawha to Richmond—a 
73 cents. 

transportation, includin 
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in i 




araement. and when its 






one-half 





as the James River 
per mile ; at which rate 
of coal from Coalburg 
he $5.53 ; and of a bushel of wheat from Point 

-fourths cents. 












The aggregate 

Erie canal in 1850 was 2,033,863 

of the James Saver canal 









would 




passage of 2,920,680 tons per annum, 
six double track railroads to perform . 

view, then, of existing facts and dear-bought experience, is 
not wise for the people of both States to cease such overtures 
took place at Richmond, and the people of each State, independently 
ot the other, to push its respective portion of the “water-line” to 
completion and connection, with all the means and vigor each can 
command ? 

I was mainly induced to make the statements I have, by the pub¬ 


lished call of our Commissioners for our people to put in their money 
with the bonds of their respective Counties to construct the railroad 
on the 


5 and conditions expressed in the resolutions you pub¬ 
lished and the overture mentioned. I have endeavored to show that 
our best plan is to build a water-line. But if the railroad is to be 
built, 1 am in favor of putting it into other hands. I shall show here¬ 
after why we should not contract with the Central Company. 

How would our people in the Kanawha Valley like to be taxed to 
pay their County bonds, issued to enable the Virginia Central Rail¬ 
road Company to begin at Covington and construct and equip 
road westward, so as to draw and secure all the trade to 




and further alienate the now unreconciled feelings of that section 

new State during the six years they would consume 








get money, our present steamboat 
the Kanawha? The Virginia Central Railroad Company 




ceed with 




no 






controlling power, and could begin 
work as that Company should choose 

be as 1 have stated; and 
paying their money to aid the Vir 
is to have all its earnings till 
have to be content with 
have no means 





and there can 
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And harmonize 




consideration, 
of our own 






I 


should enter into this 



# 



Respectfully, 


G. P 


June 17, 1 



THE COVINGTON AND OHIO RAILROAD—CAN THE 

VIRGINIA CENTRAL BUILD IT ? 

Editors Charleston fournal: 

I have already endeavored to show that a “water-line” will be a 
safer investment to your citizens who wish to witness the develop¬ 
ment of the great resources of the great Kanawha Valley. But if 
we shall undertake this great work, we should certainly so place its 
management that we shall not lose all. Let us inquire into the con¬ 
dition of the Company which has made the proposition to take the 
management of the construction of this road, provided “not less 
than $5,000,000 stock is subscribed” by outside parties. 

The Virginia Central Railroad Company does not seem to be in a 

flourishing condition. A select Committee, appointed by the Legis¬ 
lature of the old State in 1859-60, to inquire into and report the 
condition of the State’s Internal Improvements, speaks thus of the 
Virginia Central Railroad: “The Virginia Central, including the 
Blue Ridge Railroad, is 207 miles long—9 miles of which are un¬ 
finished. 





into the Treasury during the last fiscal year, 
to do as well in future . The Richmond, 




account 




necessary 





The State 
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the nine miles yet to be made is 
elect Committee, page 7, 

, including the Blue 
page of same 
the old State that year wou 









, 354,22 



Railroad Company have recently obtained a 
of Appeals against the Central Railroad Company 
which a large sum of money is involved, 
which will embarrass the road to some extent 
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iS58 three mortgages 
,500—one falling due in 1 
with interest payable semi 












ed, and I presume 
, Is in arrear; and is, I 



c 









1,880,622,23, which the address 
to individuals. See Report 


















, page 113. 

Now the mere guaranty of a Company so situated, 
cent, semi-annual dividends after the entire Covington 

be completed, cannot, it seems to me, induce 
ists to invest. The holders of the mortgages can advertise and 

at any time for the interest in arrear ; and what then would 
corporation’s guaranty be good for? Such guaranty can only 

operate to postpone the dividends accruing on the present stock 
after the entire road is completed, until the new subscribers shall get 
their eight per cent. Besides, as soon as new subscribers shall have 
put in their money, and constructed and equipped the Covington 
Road to steamboat navigation on the Kanawha, then the new Com¬ 
pany — a majority of whose stockholders will be the holders of the 
present stock in the Central Road — is to have the power to mortgage 
the whole, including the Central Road, to raise money to finish the 
Covington and Ohio Road to the Ohio river. Would not such a 
mortgage have a preference over the eight per cent, preferred slock 
be issued and guaranteed as before stated ? 

If, then, our Commissioners have really made the contract which 
they say they have, they have parted with the invaluable key West 
Virginia acquired by her separation, without any compensation 
ever, it strikes me, and placed this great work of West Vir, 
self-constructing, from its own intrinsic merits, if wisely mana^ 
back under the absolute control of those whose former policy was 

cripple it, and who now constitute a crippled corporation 

But the resolutions passed at a meeting of the stockholders 

Railroad, held at Richmond on the 2 


















paper of the 5th ult., give a different 
first resolution reads thus : ‘‘That it is ine 
mv to undertake to construct the Covi 

ed capital.” Here, then, one would suppose was 
> far as our Commissioners 
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said frankly that it had 
would not undertake to 






resolutions they authorize their Board 
and conditions to the Commissioners for a con 










It con- 





the Covington and Ohio Railroad : 

if sufficient money (not less than $5,000,000 

plete and equip the road from Covington to steamboat navi 

be not raised in cash, or subscription as 

» 

six months from date of contract, that their Company 
from the contract if they desire it.” This is 
an undertaking or contract on their part to build the road, 
templates that other parties, and not their Company, are to 
subscription and raise the money, while their Company is 
still, with the right to reject or accept it. A very dignified 
indeed, to assume! 

“2d. In case they shall accept, the Central Virginia Railroad will 
guarantee to those who subscribe and pay, semi-annual dividends of 
four per cent, after the whole road is finished and equipped to the 

Ohio„river.” 

“3d. That in such case the net revenue from the Covington and 
Ohio Railroad while building shall be kept for that purpose.” This 
is generous indeed—to consent that the builders may set apart the 
net income of their own money 1 


to s 
position 



“4th. But no part of the earnings of the Virginia Central 
shall be diverted, held, kept, or used for constructing the Covington 
and Ohio Railroad, before the same shall be completed and equipped 

Ohio river”—by others money, of course, is meant. 




. That no mortgage shall be put upon the Virginia 
Road to raise means to build or equip the Covington and 

zr shall have been built and equipped to the 
boat navigation on the Kanawha.” 














ed to 



lure reserv 


any cause the work on the Covington 
ecome forfeited, the parties who s 
the same shall forfeit their stock, and 
e in the Virginia Central Company, 
power to resume, in case of f: 
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with the franchise, is to pass 
Virginia Central, which, 





have 










and Directors are authorize 
deem proper to carry out 
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Here we 
has done. 






, exactly what the Virginia 
The agents, their President and Director 
carry out these resolutions, had no power 
them. 








Do they amount to an undertaking or contract 
on me part of the Virginia Central Railroad to construct 
ington and Ohio Railroad ? If not, then I submit, our 
no wise bound by the arrangement purporting to have been entered 

our Commissioners. One thing is certain, our people could 
never have completed such an arrangement, nor is there anything in 
the too loose and unguarded act of our last Legislature to warrant 
it, it seems to me. 

As I have stated on a former occasion, I again repeat, that the 
true policy of our people is to hold fast to the invaluable key which 
our separation and geographical position has placed in our hands ; 
and we cannot fail, in a short time and by reasonable efforts, to in¬ 
duce solid capitalists to build the Covington and Ohio Railroad, 
which is, of necessity, to constitute the main artery that can alone 
supply and give remunerative life to the various languishing and di¬ 
lapidated lines of the road East of the Alleghanies; as well as to 
old Virginia herself. All that is required is to construct our main 
artery from the Ohio river to our East line, and then the Virginia and 
Tennessee, the Virginia Central, and the Baltimore and Ohio, 
stretching up the valley of the Shenandoah, with the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad Company, will all be in hot haste to connec t 


w 




insolvent 



is the sense, then, of surrendering all to 

which has no means to aid or help ; but, as its resolutions 
expects to ride, excluding all others, and at the same time 


dominate over us. 


Very Respectfully, 


G. 1 
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Covinuton and Ohio Railroad. m» import 
















beginning on the Kanawha River, on 
Reports of Government Engineers. It is 
National Government will complete this water-line at no 



i, was self building, was realized within a year or 
ipitalisls of New York, including Messrs. Huntinutok, 
.ow, and others, undertook its construction — as 
aid. They completed it, and it has 
ing consolidated with the Virginia Central, forming the 




Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad) now for near three 

The importance to the Nation of the early completion of the co»- 

water-line induced the last Congress to appropriate 




'in 









The producers of the West, and consumers of the East, 

New England, will demand it, as the only effectual relief against 
Railroad monopoly and extortion. 




^AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

Jtdilor We Us burg Herald r 

A supposed deficiency of proper means to advance Agriculture 

and the Mechanic Arts in the country, with some knowledge of Mili¬ 
tary tactics, was what Congress undertook to supply to our young 
men by act of July 2d, 1862, and to secure the faithful application 
its bounty to the object by absolute forfeiture. No intelligent per¬ 
son, I think, who has read the Act, will undertake to deny that 
was its object, or that any State that has accepted the 
received and holds it subject to the conditions and restrictions 
posed, and that a failure in any substantial part will work 
are. Whether such deficiency existed in fact, or whether 

are the best to supply the want, are not 
> that have accepted. 

✓ 

is it in fact t Was Congress wrong in supposing the defi¬ 
ciency to exist, or in the choice of means to remedy it ? The bill 

introduced in the Senate May 5th, 18 
Wade, of Ohio, read twice and referred to the Committee on Public 






means 












rest Virginia University; 
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to be printed—which Committee 
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amendments, and a very 

the leading men of that body 
participated, and after further amendment 
nth, following, by a vote of 32 to 

of the same month, it passed the House, without further amendment 
by a vote of 90 to 25, and received the approval 

Chief Justice Marshall once said 
assumed a monopoly of legal knowledge before 
Court should be presumed to know something” I 
deference to the Faculty and visitors of “ The West Virgini 
” say that this body of men from all parts of the loyal States 
should be presumed to have known something of the subject they 
were so long engaged upon —of the deficiency and proper means to 

it Besides, every one knows that until within a few years 
subjects of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts formed no 
spedmti/^ and had no special Professorships in any of our numerous 
Colleges which overflowed the country with what are termed “liber¬ 
ally educated” young men, destined usually for some one of the 
learned professions—so called ; and indeed it was thought presump¬ 
tion to aspire to any of these professions without a diploma from 
some College. Times change, and experience has taught the world 
that neither Universities nor ordinary Colleges with their “curricula” 
can impart brains or heart, though they may aid both where they ex¬ 
ist, and are not therefore indispensable or even necessary, to the 
highest intellectual attainments and most exalted virtues, though the 
persons may be deficient in the dead languages, and it should seem 
absurd to Professor Martin to call them “educated men.” 






This most salutary and growing experience taught men to 

successful practice of Agriculture and the Mechanic . 
more than eight tenths of our whole population were 
gaged, and which alone produced national wealth and 
might be aided and promoted by instructing the minds of 
gaged, m a knowledge of the invariable laws of the Creator 

lie at the bottom of theirs as ev 














a strict observance of which their success equal 
Agricultural Professorships were established 



through individual munificence io Harvard University 
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on which the nation rest 
tenance of every kind, are too narrow 

of a College or its 



s es all its 
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Commerce 
and Lawyers 





be stran 
fish 




—when the secondary and 
its Commercial Colleges, and Physician 
many other classes engaged in 
Colleges, throughout this and the 
No mind unless shrouded in 
prejudice of the past, and altogether uninfluenced 

enlarged ideas of the • present, can 
ht for a moment. 











I will now briefly suggest the mode in which, it seems to me, 
Virginia can best apply the bounty she has received so as 
form to the expressed wishes of the donors, and be of the greatest 
advantage to the intended beneficiaries, viz : our young men who in¬ 
tend to practice some branch of Agriculture or the Mechanic Arts. 
First: To establish two Professorships, the one Agricultural, the other 
Mechanical—connecting with each, all studies germane and naturally 
“related then employ for each Professorship one of the best men 
in the country, eminently qualified by natural ability as well as learn¬ 
ing and experience, general and special, thoroughly acquainted with 
the world and with men and boys who soon become men—with the 
tact and power to interest, awaken, instruct, control and enthuse 
young men. The interest of the $90,000 would command and sup¬ 
port such Professors and pay a regular army officer for giving to each 
class some knowledge in Military tactics, which need not require 
more than two or three months in a year. Let a judiciously selected 
library be provided, and then invite the youth of the State who have 
acquired a good English education in the Free Schools at 

where, and who intend to practice some branch of Agriculture or 
lianic Arts—to spend one year under the instruction 
Professors and then let them return home and give place 

four or five hundred—as these numbers 










easily lectured to, at one time, as can fifty—and so continue 

students to pay their expenses except the 

furnish. 








Now what would be the natural results of 

this number of that class 







course ? First, it 


men 







English education acquired at 
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these Professors, wi 
. Need the result 
feels it. What is in 




other, an 






out—carry them 
—accessible to and attainable 


the necessary sciences, introduce them 
unvarying laws which a beneficent Creator 
in what becomes a pleasant and ennoblin 



them the 






useful and profitable. To these youth Agriculture 


we 

and the Mechanic Arts will appear as they appeared to Cincinnati; 
and Archimedes, to Washington and Franklin, and their thirst 
knowledge once awakened by a true master’s touch, will never < 
or tire. They will be made acquainted with books and will ever after 
purchase and read them, as well as observe, experiment and prac¬ 
tice. When they return to their farms and workshops they will be 
men worthy their country and age. Nor need I mention the interest 
and enthusiasm these returning classes would be certain to create 
among the uninitiated at home, and the effect of their presence and 
relation of their experience would produce. This would be some¬ 
thing more Ilian a “manual labor school’’ and make them something 
more than “Farmers and Soldiers ” Nor is this fancy. The means 
applied in the manner suggested will produce the result But the 
indispensable thing is to have live, inspiring and large calibred men 
at the head as Professors. 

The comparatively few youth that may desire to take the ordinary 
College course and obtain Diplomas can take it, with or without 
years discipline, at the Agricultural College, in their own State, at 
Bethany College, or in Washington College, in a County adjoinin 
Monongalia, both fully established and enjoying a high reputation 
a much less expense than our Faculty and Visitors propose in 

furnish it, with the aid of the bounty they 
tuition for their four years collegiate course, 
course can be realised by purchase of 
College with its superior advantages 
entleman of Wellsburg purchased a four years 

sons, not long since. And as 
of these Colleges, ce 
and lights, which is 
to charge. At the rate 
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week, exclusive 
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at least $800, 
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expenses 

will be increased near 
the six years, with the 
accommodate about 
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to do towards enlightening and quickenin 
masses of our long neglected and comparatively uneducated 

in a cloudy midnight! It is utterly 
yond the reach and pecuniary ability of the mass 
How many of our young farmers and mechanics can 

one in a thousand ; while the privilege I have 
liberty to suggest, will be within the reach of all who may 
avail themselves of it. But it is proposed to educate at the 
expense two from each Senatorial District, making twenty-two, 
called Cadets, and who are to guard the College property, 
it against whom ? Ten times that number of Cadets could never 
have prevented “ring” depredations upon the Hospital or Penitentiary; 
neither can they this College, from the only foe really to be feared. 
Besides the selection will be made generally from motives of favorit¬ 
ism and accidental circumstances, and not from true merit; and 
beget jealousies, animosities and dissatisfaction among the people, 
and be in the main productive of more evil than good. The time, I 
trust and hope, may come when it may be proper and expedient for 
West Virginia to establish for herself a College, and perhaps, Uni¬ 
versity, in some respects resembling the plan now proposed—not a 
premature, abortive, languishing, inflated thing, as the one now pro¬ 
posed must for a long time at least, be, but one that shall sprin 
naturally from the exigencies of the State, and become the same 
and be liberally supported by a prepared and competent people, 
it seems to me as unwise, unfit and unbecoming at this time, 
would be for a young farmer or mechanic to expend the 
he has laid by for acquiring an outfit in life, in the purchase 
“coach and six,” or a $ao,oo© mansion. Is it wise for 

ignore that inexorable law, that everything must 
fore it can walkthat great and worthy ends are attained 

growth, from small beginnings, actin 
not against this law. 

State are now assuming to 
scores of years, and some, centurie 
are vainly endeavorin 
of the over ambition 
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and physical abnormities 
and eighty cells —four time 
country, of the number 
State require another, 
and loss of the Nation’s 

Very Respectfully, 
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more space than 

f 




m 






G. P 
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. • * 

Editor of Wheeling Register: 

I perceive by the Act of Congress passed July 4th, 1866, entitled 
“An Act concerning certain lands granted to the State of Nevada/ 1 
that that body has by necessary implication already declared that 
any application of the proceeds to any other subject than the teach¬ 
ing of “agriculture and the mechanic arts” without its consent, shall 
work a forfeiture. Section 3d of that act reads as follows: “That 
the grant made by law the and day of July, 1862, to each State, of 
land equal to 30,000 acres for each of its Senators and Representa¬ 
tives in Congress, shall extend to the State of Nevada, and that the 
diversion of the proceeds of these lands in Nevada from the teach- 
of agriculture and the mechanic arts to that of the theory and 
practice of mining is allowed and authorized without causin 
forfeiture of the grant” 








will 



is equivalent to saying that if such diversion should 
consent, it would work a forfeiture ; and makes 
its consent, a failure in any respect to make 
mechanic arts” the “leading object” of 
forfeiture of the grant. Do the' Managers 
expect, or have they already, the promise 

to obtain the consent of Con 



made 














have attempted ? I think our farmers 
1 have a word to say on that 

Very Respectfully, 



me- 



G, P. 
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fot power with personal hatred, has become 
motive of those whom we have entrusted with the powers 
great Departments of our National Government, it is wel 
^o refer back and ascertain clearly what was the plan or theory 
tended by the great Founders, to the end that we may be better 
pared to act understanding^ in any emergency that may arise. 

The System of Civil Polity the fathers established, consists of dis¬ 
tinct governments, the several State and National Governments, pe¬ 
culiarly and indissolutely (save by accomplished Revolution) united. 






These are all Constitutional representative Republics, or Democra¬ 
cies, as all power emanates from the People. 

In all political and civil associations worthy the name of Govern¬ 
ment, there have been three great departments— the Legislative, 
which makes the laws \ the Executive, which carries them into opera¬ 
tion ; and the Judicial, which expounds and applies them to cases as 
they arise, in a manner to advance and protect right, and repress 
punish wrong. The powers of these three departments united, con 
stilute the governing power of a State, which is the source 
legitimate authority, and head to which such authority is amiena 
by which it can l>e regulated or resumed. For many 
before our fathers* experiment, the sovereign power had 

person, with none, or varying limitations, styled King or F 
Being only a man, and subject to the selfish passions of 
often used the immense powers for 
great detriment and oppression of his subjects. 

our fathers when they undertook to erect 
were, where the way was clear, 

, to adopt a new mode of structure 
system ot civil oolitv is the result. 






peror 











overnments in 











Their plan was to reverse the 
sovereign power, which had to rest somewhere, and 



in one man, to retain 
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ant on Kin 
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men 


race, and 
earth, to 





5 were to be a part, and 
agents, with written Constitutions 
the great expense and 
with their Thrones and 













was 






attempted in the woods even, 

, that had subdued a wilderness in 
and ever after to defy the strongest 
, The theory, plan or ideal of our 
test of nearly a century, with no 
itself provided for, and with results that astonish the 





We live in a world where everything is subject to unvarying laws, 
which we call the divine will. These laws in themselves are not sub¬ 


jects of sense, but are^manifested to us only through their physical ex¬ 
pression in natural phenomena and diviue revelation. These divine 
laws are self-existent, and in no sense dependant upon physical expres¬ 
sion, which is only their effect. Every human enterprise, whether 
of government or other thing, must conform to these divine laws in 
order to be successful. Hence correct theory, plan or ideal, must 
precede successful practice, otherwise the practice must be blind, 
labor in the dark, and efforts made at random. Hence good gov¬ 
ernment presupposes the prior existence of correct theory, plan or 
ideal, which is self existent, and independent of physical embodiment, 
anti manifestation. True Christianity is such a fheory, physically 
manifested by the New Testament and its good effects on those who 
practice it. The system of Civil Polity of Ancient Rome still exists, 
and is manifested to us by its records, laws, \x. t though the Roman 
people that practiced and gave it physical expression disappeared 

o, and their system was displaced or more or less mod- 
conquerors, through accomplished revolution. So the 
of the middle ages, though nearly obsolete in practice, 
is evidenced to us by the writings of Littleton, 

&c. ; and so the system of Civil Polity inaugurated 
exists, except so far as it has been modified by legit 
innate amendments, (for no accomplished revolution has 

is evidenced to us by our written Constitutions and 

thereof. People are necessary 
nt, as a State, physical expression 





Feudal 



















*♦1 



mi * 





necessary to its existence, 
iimate amendments of the system, or by 
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eel revolution. An unsuccessful attempt 



ioic or in 





part cannot displace it to any extent. 

for a time, until the disturbin 






ement m rer- 









the system itself, which remain; 
required to give physical expression are 
changing. Three generations have come and 
system was inaugurated. 

■ 

now living in Rhode Island 
State to-morrow, or should make an unsuccessful attempt, 
and his party did some years since, to change by force 


The 
time: 



since our 












depart' 

nrient of our national polity, It would not affect it. The system wou 
none the less consist of thirty-seven States, though in one, its prac 
tical working was temporarily suspended, or inharmoniously worked 




Any other theory would necessarily subject the whole to the 
control of its constituent parts — the Nafon, to its thirty seven con¬ 
stituent departments — to be destroyed by piecemeal ; which would 
be far more disastrous than, to let erring and discontented sisters de¬ 
part in. peace,- without hist obliging theism to commit voluntary suicide^ 
Our system of civil polity makes the very existence of the National 
Government depend on- the continued existence and perpetuity of 
the State Governments. Destroy the latter,, and how can a National 
Senate be chosen, where there are no State Legislatures ? How ear* 
a National House of Representatives be elected,, or President,- m 
Vice President, Vithout the co-operation of State Governments?! 
How can Judges of the National Courts be appointed, where there 
is no President to nominate and commission* or Senate to confirm 




it be admitted that one, or ten States can destroy, themselves by 
unsuccessful attempts by their People at Revolution—then 
or enough to stop the National Government altogether— 

is there then, to take charge of the Territory, 

Nation now cover? Who can make and enforce 
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govern it ? Who—assent, and admit new States 

ceased to exist ? The doctrine that 













m 



can destroy any of our State Governments 
structures, is worse in practical result 
peaceable secession, and ten times 
the inanimate abstraction 
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a man’s destroy! 
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Very Respectfully, 





January 2% 1868, 
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OUR. SVSTEM OF GOVERNMENT—WHAT IS IT? 
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in a former article to skew that our system 
Polity consisted of the theory, plan, or ideal, which the Fathers con¬ 
ceived and evidenced to us by the Constitution they established ; 
that this system is self-existent, and not dependent for its existence, 
tmt only for physical expression and practical results, on the People, 
who are constantly changing, and that this system can only be dis¬ 
placed, modified, or impaired by amendments of the Constitution in 

the modes pointed out, or by successful and macomp linked Revolution . 

the right of which our Fathers admitted to exist, and its exercise 
justifiable :u extreme caises. I will now attempt to give an outline of 
the system of Civil Polity that they established 

Prior to July 4th, 1776, the thirteen Colonies, though separate, 
were united by a common allegiance to the British Crown. That on 
that day they unitedly declared their Independence to sustain which, 
conducted to complete success, the most unequal war ever 
known. Immediately after the Declaration these Colonies assumed 
for themselves the dignity and character of sovereign States, and 
people of nearly all formed for themselves respectively, State 
stitutiotts ; aud in them, while the terrible and unequal war was rag 

foundations of our present polity. They 
which k the mother State was 
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respective peoples, who were to execute 

they periodically elected or 
and who were sworn to 


tate Constitutions, which provi 
Government: Legislative, 
duties and powers of 
any interference wi 
of their respective duties. 
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eontme 
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was macfe 
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lief of the army, to carrying I lie laws into execution; 
interpreting and applying 
e. In 1777 the thirteen States, through 
into a compact, which they called 
his was a compact or league 
tates, to which the States in their corporate 
and not their respective peoples-who 
power. These articles provided for no Fedeial 
judiciary department, but only a Legislature, called 
constituted of delegates appointed by the Legislatures of the States. 

is Congress was empowered to pass laws, but it had no Federal 
Executive to enforce them after they were passed, nor Federal Courts 
to expound and apply them. All that Congress could do, was 
entreat the respective sovereign States to make their respective peo¬ 
ples obey them. While the war lasted and the outside pressure was 
strong, the authorities of the States generally complied; but when 
peace came in 17&3, and the outside pressure was removed, many of 
the States declined, and the Congress became remediless—unless it 

could persuade the complying States to compel those that were re- 

♦ 

cusant, by declaring war against them. A more deplorable state of 
things cannot be imagined. No taxes could be raised to pay the 
heavy debt* or interest, or even the current expenses of the Congress. 

4 

It was “a rope of sand,” in truth. 

Thus circumstanced, the great men who had carried through the 
unequal war, aroused themselves to make secure the precious boon 
had purchased at so great sacrifice, met in Convention in 
adelphia, and with George Washington in the Chair, devised and 

form our present National Constitution. It describes 
whose work it was to be thus: “We, the 
tates, do ordain and establish this Constitution for 










States of America,” and when the draft was completed 

people convened In their respective 













when ratified by the 
States, it should be binding to that extent 











Laws 




was done in 1789, and 
, Section 2nd, declares, “that the 

States made in pursuance thereof, treaties 
Law of the Land, 


thereby, anything in 
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or laws 













Feopl 





notwithstanding.” 
enumeration in the Constitution 
to deny or disparage 
Article 10, amendment! reads thus: “The 
United States by the Constitution, 
reserved to the States respective 










People.” 

These are the clauses showing that It was the people, 
ed the sovereign power, that made it; that declared 
expressly granted to the National Government thereby, should 
Supreme Law of the Land, any State Constitution or 

contrary notwithstanding ; and that all powers not so 
were reserved to the States respectively, or to the people, 
press the distribution of powers made, and the relation of 
powers so clearly as to leave no room for comment, which is the case 
generally with the production of these great men. The reasons why 
the Fathers submitted the ratification to the people instead of the 
Legislatures, was that the people held or controlled all sovereign 
power, and so were able to resume , or take back any powers, they 
had previously granted to their respective Slate Governments, and 
bestow them on the National Government they were then forming, 
and to that extent of course, abridge the powers of their State Gov¬ 
ernments. It was submitted to the people of each State instead of 
meeting all in one Convention, because it was more convenient; and 
the people of each State became consolidated to the extent of the 
powers granted to the United States, but no farther— as fast as 
ratified. 

The people thereby made themselves subject to two Governments 
the National, which was supreme within the scope of powers 

granted with those necessarily incidental, and the 
State Governments, to the extent of the remaining powers 
turned vested in them. The people then are the sovereigns 
such the source of all power—who conduct their G 

State, through their chosen agents, whose 
warrant are the Constitutions—National and State, and which, so far 

under them, they swear to support. 

right of the people therefore 

their respective a 
spheres of duty, 
a National on a State 


















encroach on another 



reverse: or m 
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Legislative, on a 


the reverse—in all 



cases, it m 





punish the intruder. 


their appropriate spheres, 
ish all encroachment upon what is properly State 

the safety of the system as 
harmonious action of the entire 







St 


ing all their agents, National and State, 
as clearly defined in the Constitution. 










The Fathers were equally careful to separate and 

pertaining to the three great departments of the 
Government; the Legislative, consisting of the Congress, the 
tive, being the President, and the Judicial, being the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and such inferior tribunals as Congress 
establish by law. The people directly or indirectly appoint the 
cers and agents to represent them, and to perform in their place 
stead, the duties pertaining to each of these three great departments 
of sovereignty; and although to each is allotted by the Constitution 
separate, distinct and peculiar duties, they are styled and treated as 
co ordinate, which means of equal dignity and importance, and 
equally essential. A majority of each House of Congress, with the 
approval of the President, or two-thirds where he disapproves, make 
the national laws, and here its duty and power stops. The Senate 
concurs with the President, in appointing certain officers and con¬ 
cluding treaties, and there its executive duty and power stops. The 
executive powers are devolved on the President, who takes an 
to the best of his ability to preserve, protect and uphold the 
Constitution, and to “take care that the laws are faithfully executed. 

him to do this, he is made “Commander-in-Chief 







Army and Navy of the United States, and Militia of the States 
called into actual service.” He with the advice and consent 
Senate, appoints his Cabinet officers, who are made his 










ed < 
able 



for whose conduct he is made responsible; 
uniformly, since the Government was formed 
Cabinet officers, when he saw fit, without bein 









other co-ordinate departments 
e immediate representative he is. T 

Constitution on “one Supreme 
Congress sh^ll establish 

es shall hold their office 
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life) and receive 
shall not be diminished 

the judicial 

influence as the system 
provides that the jurisdiction 
cases in law and equity arising 
treaties made by the United 
necessary here to mention. The Constitution 
provides that all the civil officers of each of 














, may be impeached by the House of 
and convicted by the Senate and removed from 
treason, bribery or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 







also made the express duty of Congress to make 
necessary and proper, to carry into effect all powers granted to 
Government or Department, or officer thereof; “to make rules 
the (xoverntnent and regulation of the Land and Naval forces,” in 
pursuance of which Congress established in 1806, -the rules known 
as the “Articles of War.” It also authorizes each House of Con¬ 
gress to establish “rules” for the Government or regulation of its 
own Body. 

Article 4, Section 4, of the Constitution reads thus: “The United 

& ‘ 

States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 'a republican form 
of government, and shall protect each of them against invasion ; and 
on application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic violence.” 

This is an outline of the system of Civil Polity which our Fathers 
established. In my next and last, I will examine the recent measures 
and conduct of some of our public agents by the light the Constitution 
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G. P. 


February 4, 1868. 
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or in part, by legitimate 
accomplished revolution ; and also 
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I feel myself warranted in 
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in the country, soldier or civilian, who 
Government during the late war, that does not know that 

Government substantially as I have stated it, was 

the Government adopted at the commencement 
wa f. and continued to act on and fight for, until the insurgents 
rendered in the Spring of 1865. Every act of the Gov 
some of which were solemn declarations of this fact as its purpose, 
and tendered solemn guarantees to the insurgents, if they would sub¬ 
mit and return ; every expression of the loyal people ; every act and 
proceeding relating to the re-organization of the Government of Vir¬ 
ginia, and forming of the New State, affirms the fact: that the sole 
object and purpose of the Government was to suppress the insurrec¬ 
tion and preserve and maintain the national system unbroken and as 
little impaired as possible by the necessary wear and tear of the war. 
To take time therefore, to advance proof of a fact so well known 
would be like attempting to prove that the sun shines in a cloudless 
midday, or that we exist. 

The annihilation of States now set up is a theory brought about 
since our triumphant suppression of the insurrection in 1865, when 
all the insurgents surrendered their arms and persons to our Generals 
upon terms dictated by President Lincoln. These terms assured 
vanquished entire protection against civil or military 
so long as they obeyed the laws, thereby securing the 
of the Government to all actually in arms, who were, 
most dangerous portion of the insurgents. None ot these, as 
heard, have broken their parole, but have, as a 

res in a manner becoming brave, 

It becomes, therefore, a curious 
annihilated during the calm and 
a war. Certainly President 
annihilated when, immediately 

of the Virginia legislature 

insurgents were operating her Government as a part, 
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and in harmony 





us Confederacy 



ir oath of allegiance 
in harmony therewith, 
invitation afterwards, at the instance of others and 














of the States, it shows, neverthele 

f 

views were after the war had ceased. 






me 






he had been spared to the nation this 
annihilation would never have been started with 





’ft-% 


Mr, 


Lincoln was not prepared to admit that, after havin 
ed the insurrection, at a cost of half a million of lives 

bi 







treasure, that the integrity of the Nation was still 
and the Departments or States, in which the insurrection had 

were annihilated. The sound head and patriotic heart of Abraham 
Lincoln would never have made so humilating, so self-stultifying, so 
fatal a concession. He saw clearly that the integrity of the Govern¬ 
ment was saved and unimpared, save the wear and tear of the war, and 
that all that was necessary to be done, was to place those State Gov¬ 
ernments again in practical relation and harmonious working with the 
Nation—from which they had been temporarily diverted by the trea¬ 
sonable acts of the insurgents who were subject to be punished for 
their crimes in the manner the laws of the Nation and of war pre¬ 
scribe. No! Inis great spirit, set free by the assassin's hand, as it 
took its flight to a more deserving world, cast its last lingering and 
smiling look on no broken Government, with one third of its States 
destroyed as is now pretended, bu, on a Government saved, vindica- 
and entire in all its parts as when it came from the hands of its 

makers, save onlv such wear and tear as successful war had occasion- 

1 * 

ed. He 




v that the changes made by the war required amendments 
National Constitution, and at his suggestion, Congress had in¬ 


augurated an amendment pending at his death, forever abolishing 


slavery, which has since been duly ratified and is now a part 








peachment 



Johnson adopted the plan of re-organization 

” has been manufactured since) t 
Mr. Lincoln, only with greater strin 

Grant and others testimony 
He by the great calamity 
had the iireat and delicate work de\ 
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ved on him 


I 



He as 
flushed with victory, and 


Commander in Chic 



ic late insurgents 











ind generous 




an iron 



leir arms having been surrendere 
ing and responsible position 
His first acts were to av 
and he seized the authors 
ate insurrection, then supposed to 
1 







man of brave 
murder of his-' 








be executed, 



former he caused promptly to 
being convicted and sentenced 
rightly so, it seems to me, for the 






Constitution must have comem plated that the army 

ell as the country, and if Its Comma iKier- i n 
in his camp by a soldier or civilian, the offender subjected. 







himself to punishment by military law, and was not entitled to ; 

jury. The leader of the defunct insurrection has through- 
% * ■ 

cility proved to be an elephant on the hands of all. President,. Con-' 
gress and Court, and they are not rid of him yet. 

Mr. Johnson lad sworn to support the ( ©nst tution and “take 
care that the laws are faithfully executed/’ The national laws are 
here doubtless meant, but the reorganizing of the State governments- 

• h 

at the same time wouId facilitate their execution : and as Comman- 

p * * 

■ « # 

der-in-Chief of the Army it was his duty to govern the surrendered 
insurgents until a civil government could be inaugurated to do it; 
and besides, being. vested with all the Executive power of the Gov¬ 
ernment, which its* Constitution, expressly requires shall guarantee. to* 

<nr "* * 

each State a government republican in form, and being earnestly 
urged by General Grant and others, as appears from his testimony 

_ * flfi A 

and the members of bis Cabinet,, and having before him the example: 
and plan of his predecessor, it seems to me he was clearly justified 
in undertaking to reorganize the State governments as he did, 

I * ' 

out first convening Congress. He never pretended that his 



» t # 




mission 
for 

which 





would not be subject to revision by that body, though he mi, 

taken that ground,, except so fa 

, * 

Congress was concerned. To 
ming of Congress and fo 

tave taken m any months 

♦ 

;n, it seems to me, only 
le urgent neeeswfy of the tit 
practice of his predecessor 
time, were correct, 
system of Civil Polity 
as established by their 





when 




and uniform 






it 







in the . 






3GS 






Malawi pflOT 

who w«aici 
.Nation, was 


existing 

Constant ally 

vanquished insurgents were subject to be pun is 

*1 that had been i 









arms were, by their 



obeyed the laws. If the Government’s 





.parate *o Ion 

and practice to that time were correct, then the 

could only ba ofaaagei by the action of their 
peoples, «r by m tend* outs of die National Constitution 

course, a sends and displaces whatever comes 
1 i State Constitutions iiad laws. 


Mr. Johnson, 'in his proclamation of May, appointed Provisional 
Goveraors and authorised the call of Conventions in the 






States to appoint proper men to operate the State Governments, 
scribing, substantially, that loyal men who were voters at the com¬ 
mencement of the.war should alone be entitled to vote for delegates. 
The Conventions convened and the requisite State officers were 
elected and their oath of allegiance to the Governments, both 
National and Sfctte, was renewed ; Representatives and Senators to 
Congress were choset ; the National Courts opened, as far as prac¬ 
ticable ; the blockade removed, the postal system established, 
and the pending amendment of the Constitution, abolishing slavery, 
he insisted the Legislatures should ratify, &c., and reported his doings 

to Congress in Deceimber, 1865. During this session die quarrel 

_ » 

betweea the President and Congress commenced. Congress inaug¬ 
urated the pending amendment of the National Constitution for “rr- 
tvnstrtiding' the States. This, Me. Johnson advised the late insurrec¬ 
tionary States not to ratify, but continued to urge them to ratify 
one abolishing slavery ; he also induced them to declare v 
ordinances of secession and repudiate the debts incurred in 
■rebellions movements and reported again to Congress in 
,1866. Meanwhile, Mr. Johnson had “swung round the circle 
the Fall e 













taken place, ia which the friends 
This result greatly ei 1 boldeneel 
, and, pretending great 

the Legislatures of the late insurrectionary States 

it passed in February, 1 
” which with its 











had 



the very State Legi* 
proposed amendment for 



in June 
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it 








m 



ernment in ten 





s. And as flic 


Constitution makes Commander in-Chief of the 
United States, did not co 




ten 













and 








they propose, by the bill now 
of the army used for the gov 
supreme command thereof in 
in effect, Supreme Military Dictator, so 
portion of the army are concerned, as he wi 
no one, for being a military officer, he is not impeachable, 
being supreme in the military, there will be no superior 
order a court-martial to try him. 

The present Congress has also passed what is called a “civil 
tenure law/’ prohibiting the President from removing any of his Cab¬ 
inet officers without the consent of the Senate. The right of the 
President to remove such officers at pleasure was established immed¬ 
iately after the Government went into operation, and has been exer¬ 
cised since by the successive Presidents, without any objection from 
any source. This uniform practice of eighty years, with entire 
acquiesence, would certainly give the Constitution a construction not 
to be departed from, especially when the untrammeled exercise of 
the right is so manifestly necessary to the prompt and due execution 
of the Executive power. Moreover, as the Constitutionality of the 
Reconstruction Acts is pending before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and apprehending that five of the eight Judges of 
that Court, entertain opinions adverse to their Constitutionality, Con¬ 
gress has inaugurated a bill requiring at least six of the Judges 
concur in order to declare any of its acts Unconstitutional. 

s been the practice in this and all other Courts in the Nation 
its origin, as well as the Courts of England, for many centuries 
that a majority should be competent to decide 
questions of whatever character. Can it with any reason 
ed that the framers of the Constitution who were eminent 


mo; 














, and well acquainted with this long and 
countries would not have made an express 
intended there should be any, to the uniform 
rule ? r l 







and 


make no such exception. 
“Supreme Court of the 
President, with the advice of 
commission during good behavior the 

bv fixed salaries 




:es of this Court, 










office, thereby makin 
possible. It authorizes 



tribunal as 






laws that Congress 
the framer* meant that 


Court 











And 


lice in 


not 






competent to decide in conformity 
concurrence of a majority should 
itended any exception to this loug established prac 
aring a law of Congress unconstitutional, 
so ? It seems to me there can be but one 









submit, 


expires 


© * 







was the meaning and intention of the framers, 
as no right to disregard it any more than it has 
of that instrument. 

same wav we are to arrive at what the framers meant 
said “the President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy of the United States,” without using any qualifying or re¬ 
strictive terms. They meant to confer upon him all powers then 

properly belonging to such an officer, to be determined by the prac¬ 
tice and usage of the mother country and public law. If they had 
not so intended, they would have made qualifications. But some 
members of Congress say the proposed law does not abridge his 
power as Commander-in Chief, although the proposed law subjects 
the President to a fine of not more than $5,000 and imprisonment for 
not more than two years if he issue any order or interferes in any 
way with General Grant or any of his subordinates. Others pretend 
to justify by the clause in the Constitution authorizing Congress to 
make “rults for the government and regulation of the land and naval 
forces.” Congress gave a construction to this clause soon after the 
Government was formed in enacting what is known as the “Articles 
of War.” The long and established acquiescence in and practice 
under these rules show what authority the framers meant to give 

this clause. The Constitution also savs each 





assumption 





Congress may establish “rules” for the regulation of its body. 

power derived from this clause, to take 

Navy from the President, is too palpably unmaintain- 

comment. If Congress can take it in part, it can 

thus usurp all power and 
* 

execute tne laws. 

These manifest violations of the Constitution 



take it in 











one, then another 


m m 






on 





States shall 


Mem against invasion 
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l 




of Government, 
and on application 
Legislature cannot 



in ike 

0* 

each of 


or the 



conv 




r. 

a 9 


« * 



Now can any one doubt, but that the makers 

existing States with those of similar sfruttiire 
should be admitted afterwards, and that such 'State Governments 







were considered by them as being republican in form, 
existed in all but one at the time, and the right of suffrage 1 existing 
was far more restricted than in any of the late insurrectionary 
the commencement of the war. The makers then not 







meant to enjoin on the United States Government, * to . guarantee 

each of the then existing States and to all of similar character 
tnitted afterward, but expressly declared what was necessary to con¬ 
stitute a republican form of government as they understood it, 
side, it is States existing and in the Union, that this clause con tem¬ 
plates, shall be guaranteed Republican forms of government and be 
protected against invasion, and on application as before stated, against 
domestic violence. What invasion of any of- the ten States has been 
attempted since the war to warrant the Government's 'interference ? 
What legislature or Executive where that could mot be convened, 
has applied to the Government for protection against domestic vio¬ 
lence. How is it possible, then, that this clause can have any appli¬ 
cation, if their theory is correct that the Stales have ceased to exist ? 
•'Hie Constitution does not authorize, nor ask, the United States 





erect or set up State Governments in order to guarantee them 
ward. And if the States exist, as they no doubt do, where is 
invasion to justify or precedent application required to authorize in¬ 
terference to protect against domestic violence ? The clause, affords 

no warrant or shield for their measures in anv view ,of the 

& *■ 

leaves exposed all their destructive abnormities ; and even 

it is the United States which consists 
departments, all of equal dignity, that is 
What new inf at us of the “higher 
it absorbs, in this case, the 








strikingly illustrates the general truth, 
track in government, as in i 
in. Speedy retracing or ine\ 





neces- 
ruin 4s 





Ml 



tjf I 





Mt 






so much'to 



us (he spectacle 
victory in war, p 

,*and the very Government it 

■ 

Its great men, like Ex-Governor 
d in his 7etent speech in Con 








g man makes himself appear, when 
truth, conscience, and his mtm record 











their Webster in Constitutional law, assumes for his 
foundation of his argument, a declaration 
Johnson made in his proclamation of May, i 
the late insurrectionary States were without civirGovernment*’ 
meaning of course that- there were ho suitable officers to 

, and these bad to be furnished in some wav in order to restore 

48* 

these States to their former harmonious relations with the Nation. 
Having thus perverted Mr. Johnson's statement and meaning, to 
State annihilation, he set to work to reconstruct them in order to 
give Congress States to guarantee Republican forms of Government 
to. His clear seeing mind admonished him to assume as his premises* 
State annihilation, and not to undertake to establish it by argument. 

It lakes the old and stereotyped doctors of the “higher law” to es~ 

» 

tablish that by argument. Fools rush in -where therr “Webster*' 

dare not tread. lie re are many others' in the same predicament 

■» 

with the Ex-Governor. And all this, it seems to me, is attributable to 



great mis-step Congress made when it undertook a year ago to 
pass and carry out these “reconstruction” measures —when it would 
have been competent it seems to me, for that body to have inaugu¬ 
rated such amendments to the National Constitution as the occasion 
required, jand have sought their ratification through conventions^ 
which the Constitution expressly authorizes, convened in each State,, 
and in the construction and organization of which, Congress must 
necessarily,.have plenary power, -instead of making the 

-brave, in adopting the Legislature mode of rati 
islatures they can have no constitutional control. 

account for this strange and unnatural course of con- 
in this way: We all know there were two extreme 




Now 
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duel 


of fortv years standing that got up the recent war 

doctrine on one side, and the 
Slavery was the subject of conte 
each party placed it above 
which as far back as 1 









lime 








in 
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doctors of the 44 



her Law” denounced as 


and 


* 




with the Devil, M and in this 

tatue Books of fifteen 



with Hell 
11 until thev 


tficatton in the 



which 
have 








Liberty Laws,” wanting tne "oven act out) 
opponents were indiscreet enough to commit, to 
their present condition. These doctors arc peculiarly 
possess every kind of sense 
common sense, ana to this they are utter strangers. 

are always pushing for some one idea, 
negro absorbed their whole being. Reckless of consequence 
kept pushing, declaring all the while the fire eaters could not fight, 

When the 











ie the latter maintained their opponents dartd not. 
war came with its dreadful fury, the doctors for a time stood 

tile rear, amazed and confounded, till at length their anxiety for the 

* t 

fate of slavery and the negro, their capital stock in trade, aroused 
them. 


They saw* if the rebellion succeeded their stock was gone, 

* , * 

and il slavery should be abolished and the Government succeed, and 
the insurrectionary State Governments should remain undestroyed, 
then the freed men would remain in those Slates where there would 
be no way to manipulate them without going and living in those 
States—and this they dared not do. At this point it was we heard 
the.first cry from far in the rear' of State annihilation, and nothing 
but “territory left, if the Government should succeed. This 
increased and became more emphatic after the proclamation abolish- 
ing slavery was issued, and as the prospects of the Government to 
success brightened. 

When the rebellion fell, nearly or quite all of the doctors spran 
the rear to the front, claimed the merit and glory of 
saved the Government and abolished slavery, but were 
swear that all the late insurrectionary State Governments 

and nothing but the “territory” and the freedmen remain 
ed, and as their former fire eating opponents, whose presence 

been their check, were vanquished and chained 
Governments destroyed, and field for future operation left clear 

of power and pdf, and hatred 

knew no 





to 



















be ha 





and, under military protection 
territories,” look to their stock 

show them their love, and the scars receiv 
this time made little, if any, impression on the 

But the sircut exhaustion ami general 



in their 





path. 



on such a 


ing the strife, have 






they have driven things 
have beguiled strong men 
annihilation, as they formerly did Clay 
Jacksonian Democrats to their 




And why is it 





we find 






Because men love a crooked rather 
rather than light—illusion rather than 
irresistible chanr. and promising prospects 
variegated .political hobbles they get up, 
men whose political aspirations run away with their 
conscience ? I ascribe it mainly to the latter. 





Now the people have got to dispose of these irrepressible doctors 

of the “higher law,” before they can hope to have their respective 
governments operated in accordance with their Constitutions, and 
peace and prosperity restored to the Nation. They must either 
vanquish and chain them as they have their old co-workers, the fire- 
eaters, or else unloose the latter and let them, like the Kilkenny 
Cats, destroy each other. The encounter could not be an unplcas- 
ing sight, 1 submit, to all patriots and honest men. It seems to me 
cowardly and unwise in a great Nation, that has conquered such an 
insurrection and disarmed the insurgents, to fear to trust its pardoned 
authors in any relation a sound State policy might dictate, now Una 
slavery is removed. 


The authors of both extremes consigned to their proper places, 




with the abnormity of slavery which gave them birth, and was en¬ 
tailed 041 the Nation by the Mother Country, and the ten State (»ov- 
ern meats restored to their “practical relations'’ and harmonious co¬ 
operations with the national system, with such amendments 
National Constitution as the wear and tear of the war and changes 
occasioned thereby require—may we not hope for a happy 

Hut I submit that our written Constitutions, Nationa 
true spirit and meaning, altered in 
occasion shall require, form the only star t 












us on our wav, and to them all should be 

- 



Very Respectfully, 



370 


9 9 * 



% 

\ 



A 



[No. i.] ' 
:\T OF 'i HF. P 

A 



«. « 

i 

* 







HAT 


IS IT FOR? 




Register : 


sis 


The question propounded addresses' itself to us all 

.When the agepts have 



€ 






i* one 




inquiry. 

great Departments' of the National Government under- 

« 4 

trespass upon and crush another of opr agents, the 



whom we have appointed ar>d placed in another of the great Depart 



ments to perform other and distinct works for us, wrth the 
God upon him to the best of his ability to do it faithfully, accordin 

Constitutioi^and laws made in accordance * therewith- 





-no one 
No- matter who 



* t 

of us, however humble, can, stand indifferent. 

* » * * 9 

assailed agent may be, if unjustly and unconstitutionally assailed it is- 

• 9 ' • t . # 

not he alone that is to fall, but our National Constitution, and our 

♦ • 

liberties are to fall with him. The weapon‘they asim ail lib side lias 

_ i * % * i 

first to pierce the Constitution, and' not ourselves and posterity only, 
but humanity, must share the wound* Hence - the tvansccndant tin- 

* t>* 

portance of the measure inaugurated 'by the' lower House of Con¬ 
gress against the President—and for whkt ? For what the flatulent 
and agonizing travail of the lower Houston the 2-ist ult ? For what 

the solemn and imposing march of Th 4 ddeu 9 Stevens and John A, 

* 

Bingham up to the Senate-—and then- down .again,? .For what the 
malicious and exultant gleam from the eyes of the menu hers of that 
body when their announcement was made ? For what the tender to 
Congress of hundreds of thousands of armed men with their 
speeds by Governor Ogles fey and others—including our own Legisla- 
a simultaneous concert of action, indicating unmistakably the 

t 

extended, the perfectly organ bed and prepared 

power at all hazards-—that slumbers like, a Mdden mine 
beneath us—another “Golden Circle,” only enlarged to 
of our 











animated by the Northern instead 
first originators of treason ? For what 













ours, who at 


as a high Court of Impeachment 
many columns long ? And all this 

of the war, when Government 









agents of 


e were 





accumulated debt, voted themselves $5,000 instead of 
session, averaging four or five months, exclusive of trav 
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in twenty of them can earn 



ser amount 



Xow such 



as are not skilled in the 



or 





naturally 







this parade* circumstance and dramatic 
denoted that something awful 
that something of that sort was to take 
action will be no "uninitiated'' 









man 

we do know that all the President has done i 
, whom he had heretofore permitted to act 
of War, on sufferance merely, (for he had never appointed him, 
his services were no longer needed, .and ordered Adjutant 
Thomas to take charge of the office until a Secretaiy could be regu- 
appointed. That is &IL That the National Constitution gives 
our Chief Executive Officer this right no legal or common 
mind has ever doubted. The Doctors of the "higher law” and their 
disciples stand alone in its denial. The framers of the Constitution 
vested in the President the "Executive Power” of the Government 
they were framing, which embraced all powers then understood to be 
included in that term, and not by them in express terms excluded. 
The absolute power of the Chief Executive to remove Cabinet offi¬ 
cers at pleasure was then embraced in the term "Executive Power,” 
and there is not a word in the Constitution abridging it in this re¬ 
spect. So the first Congress, embracing many of the makers of the 
Constitution, decided, after careful deliberation, in 1789, and the 

t 

Nation and all her great men since, without a dissenting voice, ex¬ 
cepting the doctors of the "higher law” and their disciples of our 
day. These by virtue of their transcendental art claim to 
around it in this way, that whenever Congress by a two-third 
passes a bill over the President’s veto, whatever be his reason! 

the same becomes a valid law, so far as the 
concerned, and he is bound whatever be his own conscientious con 
victions a*s to its constitutionality, to see it carried into execution 
and in all things to obey it, and if he fails in any 
subiect to imneachinent, conviction and removal. 












then as a necessary consequence, that if Congress should pass a law 
abolish 


entire Executive and Judicial 

it to the President, who should 
reasons that both his and the 






® # 





were co- 




independent branches of 
by the Constitution, 
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subordination to that Constitution 

Congress passes it over his vi 

s they sav ? a law, which 
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faithfully executed, 





Court 
aboli* 









dent is to 


oath 






virtue 


, is bound to execute and 
Constitution, that “-he shall take care 
99 and bound to do it too 
pronounce it void. But as the Federal 

same act, I suppose they mean the defunct 
on executing. A pretty fix to place the 
conscience in. I mentioned this necessary consequence 
must follow to some of the disciples who seemed to 
power to do so much at once, but contended it conkl he done 
ually, by piecemeal, and not violate the Constitution any to hurt t 
When the President shall veto a bill solely on the ground that he be¬ 
lieves it inexpedient , and it is passed by a two-thirds vote, it should, 
perhaps, with propriety, be taken to be a valid law which he is bound 
to execute. But when he vetoes a bill because he conscientiously be - 
Heirs it amflicts with the Constitution, which he has sworn “to pre¬ 
serve, protect and defend,” a two-thirds vote of Congress can neither 
justify nor oblige him to commit legal and moral perjury by carrying 
it into execution, or obeying it—for the Constitution is in that case, 
to the President’s conscience at least, the only existing knv that he is 
to see executed, or to obey ; and the conflicting act of Congress is a 
nullity ; at all events until the Supreme Court of the Nation shall 
■e declared otherwise; and then it must dearly appear that he 
acted cetruptiy before he can be impeached. If President Johnson 
be impeachable for what he has done, then all former Presidents, 

ashington down, were equally so, for they all did, or 
a Constitutional right to do, the same things. 

the tenth article of the impeachment is based 
casual remarks of the President to General 










while inquiring as to his comma ml 






Upon the General’s 

section second of the Army Appropriation Law 
7, which the General thought the President must 
he approved the bill, as the section 
so too it would seem, the President 
any orders except throu 
in his absence, and made 
giver, as well as the receiv 

section at the 





Grant or 




Gen- 
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“Am I understand that th 
iue no order except through 
ineral?” “This is not in i 









Constitution of the United States, which makes me 



-in- 


•*# * 



oat 


are made 




of the Army and Navy or the commission you hold”—all o 
was doubtless true, and he might have added, the General’ 
f office also—-and yet these casual remarks of the Presiden 
ide a distinct ground for his impeachment If the President t 
:hahie at all—is it not for his having submitted as far as he ha 
unwarranted and unconstitutional aggressions of Congress up 





on 




defined prerogatives of hts office ? 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P. 


March 4, 1868. 


[No. 2.] 

THE IMPEACHMENT SO FAR—WHAT HAS IT PROVED? 

Editors Wheeling Register: 

The evidence has been closed. The Senate which is claimed to 
be “a law unto itself,” which implies absolutism or unlimited power, 
lias admitted everything that years of preparation and all the power 

and money Congress possesses, could manufacture or scrape togeth¬ 
er, against the accused, and arbitrarily excluded the most pertinent 
evidence offered in his defence. And still sufficient light has been 
let in to dispel the fog and fumes with which they at first enveloped 
the case, and what do we see now upon the stage ? First and fore¬ 
most we see the accused, sitting “grand and calm,” though it may be 
“upon his coffin lid,” (“for the doctors of the higher law in their utter 
desperation still encompass him”) with his legal advisers, who have 
proved themselves in all respects worthy their client and his cause; 
while from the prosecuting side, we have seen and now see, what ? 
A conspiracy, a persecution, which for wickedness, meanness and 
folly has no parallel in the annals of the world ; and how worthily 


have the managers represented their side of the scene, well 
the final exit and extinction of the Northern branch of the c 









ran 


'he 





iart in the nation in view of 
admiration and gratitude to 
his own fortune—rising fr< 
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voluntary suffrage of a 
and at no time or 








to be defeated. How 


and how conclusive the evidence it furnishes, 
exterior, and though wanting in some of the 




rouffh 






ments which so often cover modern degeneracy— Andrew Johnson 
possesses an honest heart, a brave spirit and a sound 









i, General Jacksow, whose precept and 
taught him to be true, amidst all trials, to conscience, 
and God, who always takes care of the consequences 
saw him in 1861 on the floor of the Senate, when his present perse¬ 
cutors and judges were dumb and overwhelmed with fear, rising in 
the very face of treason, with that heroic courage and moral 
eur which astonished and electrified the nation. As it was with 
great patron, so he is being made the object of unmerited and 
ish persecution by those whose selfish, unwise and impracticable 
schemes lie opposes. ‘The fame and character of his great master 

are now safe, and whatever may be the decision or action* *of the 

* * • 

President’s present persecutors and judges, the name of Andrew 
Johnson will .be remembered and honored by a just .and grateful 
people when they will have been forgotten, or remembered only for 
xheir unparalleled wickedness, meanness and folly. 

This is the Impeachment which the very “loil” members of our 
Legislature last winter by joint resolution urged Congress to under¬ 
take, and came so near instructing our Senators while sitting as 
judges to sustain, regardless, of course, of their oaths and the evi¬ 
dence that should be adduced; and in the ardor of their “lqilty” ten¬ 



dered to Congress the military power of the State, while at 

the protection and defence of “loilty” at home, required, a 



pretended, the presence and co-operation of Federal 
short time before by General., Grant at the earnest 

il” Governor. So stands this branch of the 




very 






country with its higher law inflatus, which now 

. . 8F 

foot our Constitutions, both National 





Very Respectfully 


I 


G. P 


May 4 
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\L POWER—ITS DEMORALIZING 
COUNTRY. 


FECT 








, r Register : 

all restraint, whether by the 

* 

which the present Congress legislates 
aws, has ceased to excite surprise ; whereas 

’ a 

peaehment trial is the first exhibition we have had of their mode 

•9 ♦ 

exercising judicial functions— performing the duties of a Court, 

highest judicial tribunal known to the law —the Senate 
a High Court of Impeachment, presided over by the Chief 







ustice, to try the Chief Executive Magistrate of the Nation. 

Senate, when acting in this capacity, is such a Court , the Consti¬ 
tution, the uniform practice heretofore under it, and the oath required 
of each member to decide the issues before him “according to the law 
and the evidence abundantly prove. Because the people have con¬ 
fined its jurisdiction to the trial and punishment of their other agents, 
engaged in the different departments when charged by the lower 

House with having committed grave offences while in office, makes it 

\ * 

no less a Court, a judicial tribunal, and subject to the rules of judicial 

procedure — no less so than the Supreme Court of the United States, 
which the same people have established to hear and determine oilier 
matters in dispute. It performs what judges and juries combined 

m * 

perform in the trial of criminal cases in our ordinary Courts, and its 
duties rise in importance and responsibility according to the magni¬ 
tude of the issue and station of the accused. 







We can readily 

ceive therefore the demoralizing or beneficial influences its conduct 
must have upon all inferior judicial tribunals throughout the 

must be potent, either for good, or for evil. 

We have been educated to regard our Courts of whatever 

jusdce wherein the Goddess sits blindfolded, 
influenced by the characters of the parties, or 
circumstances, but decide only from the 
, the Altar and Temple of God 
to approach with so profound 
ence as our Courts of J ustice. Who dares to 

e or jury, while they have in charge 
criminal offence, though against the humblest a 
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And where is the Judge or juryman that dares to be approached or 
tampered with? The popular abhorrence of such conduct has, 
through the law of every State, denounced the severest penalties on 
him who tampers, and on him who suffers himselt to be tampered 
with. Nor is any person who has formed or expressed an opinion in 
respect to the guilt or innocence of the party about to be tried, al¬ 
lowed by the law of any of the States, to sit as Judge or juryman on 
the trial Such has been the practice under the Constitution and 

laws since the Government was formed, at least among all who do 

» 

not belong to the “higher law” school 

But what do we see in this High Court of Impeachment, which 
has been inaugurated and conducted on the “Higher Law” plan by 
the doctors and their disciples? Why, some two years ago, the try- 
♦ers, Judges and jurymen, as members of a co ordinate branch of the 

Government, publicly denounced the accused as a traitor—a Judas 
Iscariot —a tyrant, &c., and have continued to heap obloquy of eve¬ 
ry description upon him since; and on the 21st of February last, by 


solemn resolution, publicly declared that he was guilty of the very 
offence now charged against him, and wfiich in the capacity of judges 
and jury they now set to hear and determine ! And their disciples 
from every part of' -the country echoed back—-impeach him 1 and ten¬ 
dered hundreds of thousands of armed men to back Congress in 
doing it. Nor were those of our little State behind, in will at least, 
though we might well doubt their ability, as they had just called in 
bands of Federal soldiers to guard their exceedingly great “loyalty” 
at home from rebel attack. But, nevertheless, by solemn resolution 
of the Legislature, they did tender all the military power of the 
State—though as empty a tender as the personage we read of made 
eighteen centuries ago. 

How does this atrree with our notions of a fair and impartial indi¬ 




cia! trial under the Constitution and established rules of law, w 
have been handed down 10 us from our fathers ? Would not \ 
previously expressed opinion of the guilt of the accused disqua 
But then wc must remember, “their ways are above our ways, 
their thoughts above our thoughts,” and this may account for 1 
looks so strange to us. 



But what further strange things do we see, saying nothing of their 
unprecedented decisions excluding and admitting evidence during 



• *» 


“Higher Law” 111 



lis Court of 1 111 
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to their 
“loil,” once 


to Washington 

him—Crucify him !” and others— 
also shrieks the entire Press of 
even the faithful of the lower House 
the Grand Jury to impeach, now join in this stupendous outcry 
trouble has been, I am inclined to think, that in this Hi 
Impeachment Case, to which they were unaccustomed, 

I 





T 






Higher 







inflatus carried them to an altitude, where their heads began 
swim—and some begin to show a disposition to get down ; 
have a faint remembrance that tkey had taken an oath to decide 

the law and the evidence . These are set upon and 
sorts of ways, some shaking clenched fists in their faces, some 
threatening to take their offices from them, others pointing to the 
past and reminding them how many times before the trial com¬ 
menced, they had publicly proclaimed the guilt of the accused, and 
denouncing eternal disgrace and infamy on them and their posterity. 
If they should suffer either conscience or the evidence adduced at the 
trial, to stop or change their course now, when the life of the party is 
at stake. 

This is a faint outline of what was going on at Washington on 
Tuesday, and is it any wonder the High Court of Impeachment, thus 
encompassed arid distracted, should adjourn till Saturday—to take 
breath, make new imprecations to the heavenly bodies, especially 
the moon , their tutelar deity, if for no worse miroose. What embra 




rse purpose 

eery there will be in the intermediate time ! Suppose a similar mob 
should gather around our Circuit Court Judge and jury while 

on an ordinary criminal case — what should we old fashioned 
folks think of this mode of procuring a verdict ? 

This is the first criminal trial conducted wholly on the 
Law” plan, that has occurred in the country. May we 

last? But the inquiry naturally arises—what 
accomplished by this uuprecedentec 
The only answer that can be given is 
es hope thereby in some way to 
restore peace, happiness and prosperity to 

the point of the bayonet the intelligent 
: race of the South to swear before high Heaven that 


wil 
is 



















“accept the civil and political equality of all men,’’ ine 
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recently emancipated slaves, denouncing the severest penalties 
they should not conscientiously believe what they so swear to, ai 
that they will never say or do anything contrary thereto during their 
lives. Such are the terms of the new condition on which the 
whites of the South are to be re admitted to participate in the G< 
eminent. True, to our vision there may be no logical sequence 
connection in all this—still may we r»o« regard the* as the usanifesl 
lions of higher agencies, which we fail to appreciate, because we' i 
not comprehend ? In a few clays we may expect to see them alta 
their car, freighted with all these “Highe* Law” wowdeis, to Genei 
Grant, whon they long smcsr made Commander in-Chief of ihe A 
my. So let us prepare to witness another exhibition* of the “High 
Law” wonders at Chicago. 

Very Respectfully, 

G. IT 

May xS, 186& 



not 


[So, 

ANOTHER ACT IN THE GRAND DRAMA, AND- PROBA¬ 
BLY THE LAST—THE PRESIDENT ACQUITTED. 

Editors Wheeling Register: 

So we see the High Court of Impeachment, after having beer? 
badgered, embraced and squeezed as no mortals ever were before—- 
convened again on- Saturday, at twelve. The faithful ©f the lower 
House—failing to appear with the promptness they were wont to do 
in the earlier stages, were sent for, and with slow funereal step soon* 
made their appearance. General Grant had given out word that he 


should decline to lead the grotesque and fantastic party in the 
campaign, unless they impeached Andrew Johnson and gpt 
©f the wav. This greatly heightened their anxiety and fea* 



©€ the way. This greatly heightened their anxiety 
scene of Hantan and Mordecai, a»d the galtaws 





jr 






and the 



cle 


that the 






ut in the ‘‘'Higher Law, ,r so fruitful < 
way, with scriptural i A ©pity, 44 1 t 
u>t,” to justify, and s# deter mined to 
toigh contrary to their previously 
es skomkl be put and voted on, 
ill of Impeachment and according tc 
:venth and last contained all that w 










order they 
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mi 











so the additional matter, wi 
them any County Court 
to try this first; and in case 
of the sin ok e as best they 
on this the President w 











'J*W * 





lion, r*i&t 



pliauce, 










, who was to become PnesJdeat in 
A Nation’s thanks and patitude 
defiance of such unparalleled 
e true to the Constitutioo, their oj 

to retreat and still secure General Grant for their leader 
was the question wkh the faithful. One moved to 
result of the vote was declared, but on reflection that 









public was akieady in possession of the vote, they concluded 

the Chief Justice declare it, which he did It was then moved that 

* 

they adjourn to the *6th inst. It was objected that the order pre¬ 
viously passed required that the vote should be then taken on the 
other articles, and the Chief Justice sustained the objection; but the 
faithful took an appeal, overruled the Chief Justice, and adjourned 
till the inst; whereupon the House, accompanied by the Mana¬ 
gers, paced back to their quarters at the tune of the rogue’s or dead 
man’s march—which of the two the telegram omitted to name— arid 
then its Chairman, the redoubtable Washrijrne, reported— progress! 
■Soon after the faithful of both Houses adjourned to Chicago, where 
the whole distressed family is expected to be gathered, and General 
Grant is expected to consent to become their standard bearer, 
on all the faithful declaring, by solemn adjuration, that the President 
.shall hereafter be convicted on some of the ten remaining articles. 
So they have got more wonders in store for us. 





• • 
cu 





So we see the way this High Court of Impeachment makes 

Less strange and wonderful than other parts of 
is indeed a day of wonders for a plain 
the sovereigns, and who pay the getters 
or four months time, with traveling fees 
amount to at least as much more, besides paying the ini 
the show. 
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people 








anense coi 


One 






disotesei which has for some time 




«d to 






Methodist Episcopal Church North is in secret 
proceedings, and that its share 
its Church throu 
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s political reconstruction 
the same bayonets, and when 
established Church 







ished, is 
To he 




this, one has only to read the proceedings 
Chicago, the 14th tost., and the use 
throughout the country, including 
Duck” Forney's. That Conference 









nine Bishops and two hundred and forty-two 
a view to impress the country with their importance 
represent 1,100,000 American citizens, and to 
annually “to various conn actional and local objects,” 
$8,311,662 15—unanimously resolved in substance as follows: That, 
whereas, the impeachment case is pending, and the pleadings 




evidence having been laid before the people, and being deeply im¬ 
pressed that upon its rightful decision will largely depend the safety 
and prosperity of the Nation, as well as the religious privileges 
our Ministers and members in many parts of the South, and whereas 
painful rumors are in circulation that partly by unworthy jealousies 
and partly by corrupt influences by money and otherwise most ac¬ 
tively employed, efforts are being made to influence Senators improp¬ 
erly, and to prevent them from performing their high duty,” and 
therefore the Conference appoints an hour from nine to ten on the 
15th inst. to pray for the High Court of Impeachment 1 At the same 
time the irrepressible negroes assembled in Washington in Methodist 
Episcopal Conference, echo the sentiments of the Chicago Confer¬ 
ence, without its guise and hypocrisy, but in plain English, “convict 
Andy Johnson.” 


Notwithstanding the studied effort by the Chicago Conference to 
conceal their partisan purpose, and at the same time 
whole weight and influence for the conviction of the 





fffciently apparent; and if there was any 
face of their proceedings, the immediate and pointed 

confederates, the Radical 

















press 

attempt at correction or explanation on 
it. It is another exhibition, thou 
-grasping sectarian power, that rec 
pretences, diverted the money 

farmers and mechanics in a 
Arts, to 








th< 

greater 
ike false 







a Methodist 






a set of Christian men, as 
,100,000 Christian people, and who 
J s pockets $8,000,000 or $9,000 
few of the contributors know 


be. who 




should be so ignorant or regardless of the solemn duty 
bound Judge or juryman to decide according to the law 









he conscientiously understands and believes, 
moved by personal interest or partisan prejudices, 
oath, nor have heard the evidence—shall dictate—though 
may be as important personages as the members of that Confer¬ 
ence claim and are represented to be. The means employed to con¬ 
vey their sentiments and impress their influence upon the Court, 
must greatly aggravate instead of mitigating their great offence, in 
the judgment of honest men at least I think the community may 
well doubt the propriety of intrusting the application of $8,000,000 
to $9,000,000 annually, to men of their consciences and sense of 
right and Just propriety. However prepared they may be to "render 
CiBSAR the things which are God’s,” and to unite Church and State, 
they will find, i submit, the people of this country not so far advanced 
as themselves. The old Methodist ship seems to have gotten 
into as bad hands as our ship of State—so far as Congress manages, 
I mean. 


The Republican members who dared to obey the behests of the 
Constitution and their own consciences rather than the behests 



this cabal, are denounced as traitors and as having sold themselves 
for money! The mind and heart which, in view of the evi 






case, are capable of ascribing no higher motive for the action 



Fessenden, Trumbull, Henderson, Grimes, Van Winkle 
and Ross will find but few to envy them. These are 
far more 




than Mr. Johnson, against whom 
been thundering for the last two years, and to punish 
up the stupendous drama which we have witnessed 
which we have all got to feel, and now they confess 
these Republican members, as measuied by their standard 

Mr. Johnson’s. 
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disclosed o 


, of whatever 







, and profit 
forearmed.” 




m 


to con 


em% 


Very Respectfully, 


G. 1 


May 2 



THE CHICAGO PLATFORM AND ITS CANDIDATES. 


Editors Wheeling Register: 

The present deplorable condition of the country, in its organic, 
pecuniary, moral and religious aspects, demands a candid and careful 
analysis of any measures of relief which are proposed. The gravity 
of the subject, the present and future of this -great nation, wdl justify 
no other. What is really promised, and the degree of faith honest 
men can really put in the promises, are the vital questions now. In 
order to interpret aright the present doings and promises of the party 
in power, we should bear in mind that the authors are the party that 
has exercised unlimited control of the Government during the last 
three years —ever since the war ceased. AVhat then have they really 
promised which, in view of their past conduct, should command our 
confidence ? 


The first and second sections of their platform justify, with exulta- 
the annihilation by Congress of ten State Governments, which 
the close of the war in full existence, and which 


j 







by Congre 




Johnson had restored to their practical 
in all things except the admission of Representatives 

ss ; also the present structures 
military power in their stead, 
the laws and the administration 






Governments 
ant and 











9 



hands of recently emancipated 
whites—less competent 
intelligent, the enlightened 

—these to be made 





negro—to 






SiJi 





and manage 


w 



vice, which is now 
adventurers from 
















protection of Federal bayonets, 
Nation of $500,000,000 annually, 
then affirm to the common sense 




t 





or 

demand this 







this state of things must be continued 

ensue !” “Safety, gratitude and justice 

When two years ago this same party 

amendment known as Article 14th, they referred it 

the legislatures of the States, includin 

* 

claim now are annihilated, and this amendment if it had 







been adopted would have left the law-making and administrative 
power of these States, so far as voting was concerned, in the 

then holders, and have left the entire negro population, every 
one of them, disfranchised, without hope of ever acquiring the right 
vote except through the voluntary concession of their former 
masters. 

Where then was the “safety, the gratitude and the justice” towards 
the blacks, which they now put forth with so much flourish, to justify 

r -r 

their present political monstrosities? , The party then aimed to per¬ 
petuate its power by restricting the representation of these ten States; 
and “the safety, gratitude and justice” for the blacks was not inclu¬ 
ded, and so not mentioned, or probably thought of, by the Christian 

philanthropists. But when the amendment failed, then the pro¬ 
gramme was entirely changed, and “safety, gratitude and justice 11 
towards the blacks, the stone theretofore rejected, was made “ 
head of the corner.” Besides, the fourteenth Article proposed, 



sumes to change and break up the very foundation on which the 
makers placed the National Government, viz :—that all free 







m 







«■» 





tants (except Indians not taxed) were included in the basis 
tional representation and were therefore represented, in all 

Government, whether they were voters or 
each of course had the right to call on his Representative 

protection, which they were bound to give. 

♦ 

clothes each State with the power to throw any 
citizens residing within its limits, out 

by “denying or abridging ” 
course denationalizing and expatriating 

taking from them 


ot in the 




















peo 








may do, if the 

by imposing a 
suffrage, as to i 
German, African or other 















United States or of a Representative in Con 
latter be said with any propriety to represent the former. I 






male, but all their families and dependants, 

, cease to be represented, 
right to claim protection-—and what are 

I submit that no person not within 
sentation can form any part of the constituency either 
dent 
can 

case of the adoption of this amendment then, will not the cuh 
people of the Old Free States, to whom suffrage is denied, a 
or qualified as well as the white population, whose right Is abrid 
or qualified by requiring a property or intelligence qualification, all 
thrown out of the National basis of representation, cease to be rep¬ 
resented and lose the right to claim its protection ? It strikes me 
this consequence must follow, and if so the present plan of recon¬ 
struction will be likely to eject from the Government as many or 
more than it brings in ; and eject the intelligent and tax-paying, and 
bring in benighted paupers—this would leave a poor chance for ele¬ 
vating and improving the voters of the Nation. 

This is the amendment which the ten States declined to ratify, and 
in punishment therefor Congress has assumed to annihilate their 
Stale Governments and to erect the things they are trying to estab¬ 
lish by military force, with Grant as the Generalissimo—they having 

r 

displaced the President, the Constitutional Commander. 

State of things now congratulated and with brazen impudence 

to the common sense and conscience of the Nation 








ruin and “anarchy” will ensue if anybody attempts 
their course. 




c; 
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rh 



only other points worth noticing in their 
running through twelve Sections, with 
Schukz hung on the outside—are the 
h Sections, relating to the finance, 
hover like other birds of prey, w« 
substance and pith of all 
uce repudiation in any form 
ic indebtedness “ought to 







neither fly 
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who done? 
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if 

id 



I 


385 



% % 











laws under w 

otherwise ? and the people wou 
in accordance with the judicial construction our Courts 
written evidences of the 





;ned and issued,” Do the Doctor 
and his co-fleecf rs do, all honest men 
4th they say “it is due to labor to 
same as fast as the National faith 



nor 




allow 


mean as fast as the wild, craiy schemes of their party, like Recon- 

and sacrifice of three hundred millions 







and Impeachment at a cost of $200,000 already—with loss of two or 
months time, will allow. This is what they mean, no 
nor less. If as they say there is due to labor an equalization 
reduction of taxation, why on earth has not the party made it during 
the last three years, during which time it has had supreme control 
of the legislation of the Nation? In the fifth they say, the debt 
should be spread over a long future period with reduced interest. 


proposed 


proposes 


leave the debt itself for our children to pay. But how are they 
going to get the interest reduced below what is written in the bond, 
unless by repudiation to that extent ? In the sixth they affirm that 
the true policy for the Government is to brighten up its credit, so it 
can easily borrow more money. This doubtless would best accom¬ 
modate their extravagance, as they appear to be a little cramped at 

* 

present. But how borrowing more money is to get the Government 
out of debt, I think the Doctors only can tell. In the seventh, they 
say the Government should he administered with the strictest econ¬ 
omy, and without such corruption as Andrew Johnson practices. 

single amendment, by striking out the words Andrew 
Johnson and inserting Congress with its fanciful schemes of recon- 

peachment, &c., and I venture to say the whole Nation, 
il” portion, will say—Amen. But why, 
arty, while it has had unlimited control 
at this work of retrenchment and 





except 











now ? 



expect, with their present record, that 
their lease of power for four ye; 






Y 2 


hat a party 4 as done, and not wh; 

antee required for what is to be its future 

resident Johnson is merely a repetition of the vile 



3 86 


anders thev have tilled the air with for the 




only 





le emphasis and condensed venom 

, Thev affirm he is convick 









officer has pronounced him 
only announce facts and sentiments 
, except honest men think it would 
here to become naturalized, and then 
State to expatriate them with their 
pleasure, by throwing them out of the 



The- 



1 














The addendum offered by Doctor ScHURr proclaims 
Rebels that the only way back into the sheepfold is to make 
sioo under oath, “that the benighted African and clay-eating whites' 
are their civil and paliiiial equals, and that they will never say nor 
do anything contrary thereto as long as they live; and that they be¬ 
lieve the present mode of reconstruction to be the perfect thing, and 
accept the pains and penalties of perjury in case they do mot con-* 
seientiowsly believe all they swear to! ,r This together with the Decla- 
ration* ®# Independence was excluded from the platform, but both 
were by unanimous vote ordered to be placed as fly-nets to the out¬ 
side, to catch scattering gudgeons and fools. By this way, and this 
way only, they say our once erring but now repentant fellow-citizens 
a term'that should imply a knowledge of their duties, with will r courage 
and intelligence to rightly perform them^may return to the Gov¬ 
ernment- What say the high souled men of the Old Free States that 
have persistently denied the right of suffrage: to the few scattering 
blacks among them— is the way proposed for the return of their “kith 
and kin ,f in the South r just and right ? 

This is the sum and substance of what the present party proposes,, 
and upon which they ask to be continued in power lor four 

submit they propose to do nothing of advantage, which 
have not possessed the amplest power of doing during 
years, but have wholly failed to perform; while the evil they 

permitted for four years more. 










The party, conscious- of Us own weakness, has selected a candidate 


by whose 



hope to be sustained aixl continued in 
v, though he possesses the wi 




predicament of that bird ol the slot 


an eag 
that alter 
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not 





several lambs of t 


old ram, which, on 
disentangle or unloose his 

Let us not be 






together. 

The party and the platform are to swallow, di 
General Grant, and not General Grant, them ; if 
so swallowed, digested and assimilated, the party 
as we have notable instances of. So when we analyze 1 
determine its constituent elements, we know, with 
tainty, what the General is to become—whatever he 
he shall elect to be spewed out; and then he becomes 
without a forty—a nonentity . 














Schuyler Colfax is the representative of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church North, which has a very large interest in the fanciful recon¬ 
struction enterprise, as well as all others connected with the party. 
Those who have observed the partisan manner in which he often dis¬ 
charges the duties of his present high office, can readily guage the 
snan. 

Very Respectfully, 

G. P. 

May 27, 186&. 


THE CRISIS—WHAT SHOULD HONEST MEN DO TO SAVE 

THE COUNTRY? 


Editors Wheeling Register ,• 









manifest that the present party in power 
pieces from its own rottenness and folly. 
President, whatever may be the result, 

act wisely. The recent 
the settled course to be pursued 
than whom 1 doiPt believe any in 

good old Institutions 
Like the prodigal son 
fed upon the husks, 



sinning 





the 













T 








ight the excellence 




administered in accordance with their true spirit and meaning. 1 

any candidates their friends in 













•elect—expecting of course, that 

will secure success, 
Government. This wise and deferential offer on 



of can- 







additional responsibility on us, and should evoke al 
dom and prudence we possess. The work to be 











The present party in power has the prestij 
war, and the deep seated prejudices which that long 
gle engendered, in its favor; and they will a 
with the unscrupulousness and energy of desperation itself, 
hooves the opposition then, I submit, to treat these prejudices, 
ever unreasonable they may appear at this time, as realities y and to 
every precaution, and husband wisely and prudently every resource. 
It must surrender any peculiar dogmas which the safety and protec¬ 
tion of slavery, while existing, necessitated and invoked—as that of 
extreme State rights, which culminated in attempted secession; and 
modify at least its party name, which, however accurately descriptive 
of the true structure of our Government, has been rendered offensive 
Jo many by the use it has been put to in' the late war, though its true 
definition contains no warrant for such a use. 

I submit the “Constitutional Democratic Party” would well express 

the qualities and truths now required to be exemplified and enforced, 
viz : that the people and not Congress, as is now assumed by the par¬ 
ty in power, possess the sovereign power, and that it is their right and 
duty to administer the Government through their chosen agents, 
are religiously bound to conform at all times, to the written Constite 

their oaths, as they conscientiously understand them , 
each is accountable for his acts to his God, and the people, 



mm 










no other power. It will, at the same time, most 
distinguish the opposition from the party in power, which sets 
Constitutions at defiance, as well as their masters. 



The 




who are selected for candidates should 
such records during the war as shall 
active, earnest Union men durin 






lm 





artfully applied to stir up deep-seated 

operation is indispensable to succes 
Webster Whigs and 
, that constituted 




cksonian Democrats, 
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new and more con 


Phese have no 


leaders of the party in 
enial affiliation. 


fi 






But many 
the war, which cannot 
conciliated in the selection of 










successful leader accepts men 
predilections and prejudices, however 
to some, as substantial realities to 
shapes his course accordingly. No other will be success- 

grave errors of the party in power arise 
ignorance of the true nature and disposition of the subjects 
work upon. They do not understand the people they are 
trying to reconstruct, either white or black ; and therefore, while im- 

-and 








pel led by the worst passions, they ‘"go it blind”—and attempt 
mere acts of Congress and the sword, to restore peace and harmony, 
and love and fidelity to the Government by reversing God’s law and 
making those of profoundest ignorance with all its terrible accompa¬ 
niments—the law makers and rulers over people of intelligence and 
character—as unwise and unphilosophical as their taking the rhetori¬ 
cal flourishes contained in the Declaration of Independence and their 
own wild fancies and abnormal consciences, instead of the written 
Constitution— for their guide. The people are tired of these vaga¬ 
ries, and demand for their leaders men, possessing io some degree at 
least, the honest hard common sense which so signally distinguished 
the founders of the Republic. 

There is another thing the opposition must do to secure success. 
They must proclaim what they expect to do> in a clearly defined plat- 

The absorbing desire of the people is, to restore 
country, in the speediest manner, to contentedness 
perity, so that all shall feel, “it is well for us to be here.” They have 

in the present party in power to accom 
unite with any party that can assure 
speedily accomplished. Nothing short of such assur 

-mark that. The 











and are 







a nee wi 




“ins 




country 




success- 

nding fault with the 
assurance of a vigorous action 
tore harmony and prosperity, 

, I submit, should place themselve 

the present crisis 
beneath them 




“outs,” 

” will not secure success at 
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Such 


narrow, sectional 
obsolete, master the 
this great nation. 

submit, is the great absorbing wish 

for means with which 






the result 


prepare 














pose. They wish all unconstitutional laws with 

tates, whether in progress, or accomplis 
away by legitimate means, and such 
Constitution inaugurated as the changes 
light of experience, and the present and 
nation demand. Are the opposition wise and patriotic 
adopt and pursue such a course and thereby secure success ? I 
venture hereafter to suggest some amendments to the National Con¬ 











stitution which it seems to me the present juncture requires, 
which the opposition should pledge itself beforehand to inaugurate 
on its accession to power. 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P. 


May ij, 1868. 


I 


AMENDMENTS TO OUR NATIONAL CONSTITUTION', 
PROPOSED FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF MY COUN¬ 
TRYMEN, IRRESPECTIVE OF PARTY, WITH A STATE¬ 
MENT OF THE REASONS WHICH WOULD SEEM TO 
REQUIRE THEIR ADOPTION AT THE PRESENT TIME. 



be well, before stating the proposed Amendments, 




demon 



ence 









aversion which some of our people have to 

I agree with them where time and experience has not 
that the Amendments proposed will materially 
, The Instrument, itself, shows that 
a great Nation was to grow up 

and easy mode to alter 
growth of the Nation should require, 
and spirit of the Instrument 

It was never 








it, as the 
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eight or ten 









be as 



fend its 
tions, so 




,000 to 35,000 
years should 
we have recently 
amendments to the Organic 
as for an infant to grow into manhood 

As the expanding limbs of the 
unless changed to fit its varying sue 
a written Constitution be rent and frittered 











a 


changing and growing people, unless altered to meet 
Hence Amendments, when clearly required, can alone 

to the letter and spirit of what is written, and 
nstrument from continual violation. . 








ise and prudent, therefore, I submit, dor a People living under 
a written Constitution, to amend it whenever necessary, as the only 
way to.preserve it from infraction, and from being frittered away. 

No one, I trust, is weak enough to believe that the unconstitutional 
and unwise measures now in progress, with the vast expense and sac¬ 
rifice attending, are to supply what the Country needs, even though 
they should secure what the dominant party appear alone to seek— 

m continuance in power. 'The great changes and events of the last 

* 

eighty years, as well as the mighty Future, call, I submit, for different 
measures, and that these be inaugurated and carried into effect in ac¬ 
cordance with, and not in violation of, the - present organic law. An 
amendment of our National Constitution is a solemn expression of 
the People oi the Nation in , their sovereign capacity, before whose 

* ' r ’_ 

will, when thus expressed, Congress and Officers, State Constitutions 
and Legislatures, with all their sectional or partisan structures, and 
corrupt party contrivances, have to give way* , : It* cuts, or rather un- 

“Gordian knot” Is not the present a fit occasion for , 
power to speak ? I believe it is— and that the following 
what it wishes and purposes to say, viz : 

ARTICLE 14, 

system of Civil Polity of the 

State ^Governments, is 





sover 




Sec. 1 











and unalterable, except by Amendments 

in the modes prescribed therein 
accomplished Revolution.” 

declares and re-affirms, I 
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makers of the Instrument 
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ment 


necessary 
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States into a 
powers granted, either i 

the Constitution, 




respective peoples in possession 



; Govern¬ 
or bv 

tr 

leaving 
other pow 


ers; 
ed in 
war 







ether constitute the system 
proposed, I believe the 
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do not compel, all candid min 
soundness of the proposition, whatever 
in times past. 

Sec. 2. “All persons (except Indians not taxed) born 

in the jurisdiction and under the laws of the United 
are citizens of the United States and of the States in which 


o admit the 






^ i * 





, and are alike entitled to lull protection against the unlawfu 
and claims of all foreign powers j and neither Congress nor the peo¬ 
ple, nor Legislature of any State or Territory, shall establish any rule 
or pass any law impairing the right of any such citizen to equal pro¬ 
tection under the laws. Any citizen hereafter committing treason 
against the Government of the United Slates, or any State, shall be 
deemed thereby to forfeit all right of protection from, and participa¬ 
tion in, the same ; and such right shall be restored only through the 
clemency of the Government assailed.” 

This section defines citizenship, National and State, which becomes 
forfeited by hereafter committing treason against the United States, 
or any member thereof; the civil rights of citizens ; their equal right 
to protection at home and abroad, and their equality before the law. 
settles the question so much mooted during the late war, as to 
status of citizens, who shall hereafter levy or openly participate 
war against the Government of the United States, or of any 

Sec. 3. “Every male citizen of the United States of 
twenty-one years, of sound mind, not a public pauper, nor 

treason, felony, or bribery at an election, who 
offering to vote, one year in the State or 
in the County, Parish, City or Township, 
right, and shall have paid or tendered, for 
or other public use, within the year next 
a tax of not less than two dollars, shall 
vote at all elections of National and State officers < 
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taking an oath, if requested thereto, before the 
he election, to support the Constitution of the United 







State wherein he resides, 



other person 





SiS 















right to vote shall 

goes into 

under forty-five years 
write intelligibly the English lan 
lime as they can so read and write* All qualified 
eligible to office, both State and National*” 









shall be 


unable 





















proposes to establish a uniform 
Nation. 


The propriety of such a 
we consider the direct and important 
in the establishment of a general rule* 
assure political equality among the citizens* and the 
Nation is bound by law and usage to recognize a perfect equality 
tween the Senators and Representatives of the United States, 
ever dissimilar or unequal may have been the qualifications of 
voters who elected such Representatives, or the members of their 
respective State Legislatures, which elected such Senators; and the 
same may be said in respect to Presidential Electors. The qualifica¬ 
tions of electors of Representatives to Congress, and Presidential 
Electors, as well as State Legislators, are at present in no two States 
the same. They all differ in the qualifications required. So®ite admit 
foreigners who have just landed ; some, I think, admit public pain 
pers ; some, liberated convicts ; some States require two years pre¬ 
vious residence, while others require only a few months ; some re* 
quire a property or intelligence qualification, while others require 
none, and so on* 

Now this great diversity in the qualification of voters, 1 submit, is 

# 

Inconsistent and irreconcilable with the recognized eqtiality of 
persons elected, as Representatives and Senators in Congress, 
Presidential Electors. Nothing can justify the glaring inconsistency 
but the admission that we are not a Nation, but a Confederacy. 

Jnion is a compact between sovereign States, which are 
resentatives in Congress that are recognized as equals, without regard 

ification prescribed for voters, or other internal 















Such an admission, I apprehend, the Nation is not 


make, after the experience we have had ; but, on 

1 maintain that the Constitution constitutes 








granted, and those neccss 

from, and resting immediately upon, lh« 




ates, who elect the Federal officers, cither by df 



resentatives in Congress 
legislatures and Colleges of 








their Senators in Congress, 
ident and Vice President; and hence 

Nation establishing a uniform qualification for voters* 







tout its jurisdiction. 






objected, that such an Amendment will impair 
and necessary rights of the States, and tend too much to consolida 

I submit, neither the experience of the past, nor the 
Amendment proposed, warrant any such conclusion; but on the 
contrary, that it will make a wiser and safer distribution of powers 









, to their Governmental agencies, Federal and State, 
secure thereby to each, greater harmony and efficiency. None, I 
think, will deny the propriety of the Amendment so far as electin 
Federal officers is concerned ; nor will any, I think, its extension to 
the election of State officers, in whom the Nation has only an indirect 
interest, when they shall have carefully considered what must be the 
result — the confusion, often the loss of votes, and injustice to a peo- 
pie, changing as ours are, that are occasioned by the widely differing 
and imperfectly understood qualifications for voting, in the different 
States. The proposed Amendment will, in a great measure, obviate 
these evils, and be to our migratory people, like sound National Cur¬ 
rency that every one knows and has confidence in, in place of State 
Bank money, whose character is neither known nor appreciated. 
Besides, it will help to prevent fraud at elections, and assure to all 
States a more perfect Republican form of Government. There 
can well be but one qualification for voters in any State, and the 
must either fix a general one, as proposed, or each State 
tie to fix a particular qualification for its own citizens. The general 
iction, and superior dignity and functions of the National 
ernment, as well as the great advantages to be derived from a general 
and uniform rule require, it seems to me, that the 

establish a general rule, by making it a part 

Of course it will be left to each State, with this 















Many of 




, to continue to regulate its elections, 

particulars of the general qualification 
recognized, in some form, by many 
Present and Future 





States 




a non 





si experience dictates. We hail 





3D5 


square 
between 
«rs of 



stretching from ocean 
latitude, within which o 







hitherto grown and flourished, with 

At the 


mg 
real Pow- 

un- 



and fertility, 

* 

about 4,ooo,Qoo of whom were 






as Ma 







war, and the 13th Amendment to 
capacity of our territory, when settled as 
is at present—127^ inhabitants to the 
is sufficient to contain *80,403,007 inhabitants, 

present density of Massachusetts'* population, our territory 
one-ninth filled. God has given the “Earth and the fullness 





God has given the “Earth and the ft 
thereof’ for the sustenance and support of man, which means man¬ 
kind. None can suppose that the few Anglo Saxon race now here, 
and their descendants, are to appropriate, contrary to the Divine 
gift, all this immense territory, to the exclusion of the now crowded 
and overflowing populations of the Old World, who come equally 
within the terras of the gift. The thought is no less vain than im¬ 
pious. God has made it our duty, as the more favored race, not 
foolishly to attempt to thwart His will, but to give our best efforts 
towards executing it, by so modifying and improving our system of 
Civil Polity as shall fit it to answer'the great mission He seems to 
have assigned k ; and through the light of His Gospel and the influ¬ 


ence of Institutions which are its offspring 

the human race. 


to elevate and improve 


All nations, colors, kindred and tongues are now 

1HI 

coming, and will continue to flock to our shores, and we have got to 
them in. 





Look at the Asiatics, already swarming our Pacific, and 
Europeans, our Atlantic coast It is these considerations, and the 
mighty and certain Future, that moves me no less than the 4,000, 

African race, that have so recently emerged from slavery 
the status of freemen among us. Every Government, truly 

must, of necessity, rest on the consent of 
There is no other foundation. In order to secure this consent, we 
have 










award them equal civil rights, and as soon as 
and qualified, equal political rights also. It is impossible to secure 

cordial support in any other 
unnecessarily denied to any class of our 

and alien in their feelings, and i 

they require the constant exercise 
to ward off their assaults 
we secure their 
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For this reason 




* 

color 




have been 



to vote; nor 

the late war, a disqualification, unless where the 
conviction of Treason. The leaders, at least, should 
, convicted and punished, according to law, when the 


war 




and in that way, they and their controllin 
followers, would have been removed. 





was not taken, and it has now become impracticable, 
I 










but one course to pursue, which is to forgive them, together 
followers, and try to win all back by kind 
treatment. I have no faith in any intermediate course or 
Government may now take. Practically, human nature admits 
such. No man can be conciliated, or his affections won, through 
unnecessary annoyance, or tantalization. Nor can an American citi¬ 
zen, who has been bred in the exercise of our political rights, what- 

m 

ever may have been his fault, ever be conciliated and won to a love 

9 

and support of the Government, while it denies him the exercise 

these rights, whatever other concessions it shall make. 

No man in this country, where labor is so much in demand, and so 
well paid, who shall be unable or unwilling to pay $z,oo a year to¬ 
wards supporting Free Schools that educate his children gratis, is 
worthy a vote, in my opinion; and I have made the payment or 

tender (as the omission of the authorities to assess or receive should 
pot deprive him) of that sum within the preceding year, a pre-requi¬ 
site of his right to vote. I am aware some have thought otheiwise, 
and that payment or tender of any tax ought not to be required, even 
for the exercise of this highest earthly trust, that can be 
an American citizen. Duty and true charity in government as 
individuals, consist in adopting a policy that shall stimulate men 
do 








m _ « 


themselves and families, and not in encouraging 

vice and idleness. 1 repeat therefore, that any Americati 
cannot, or will not, in the space of a year, 





common 
chi 





ought 
so sma 
great trust, 
much pride 


can earn in one day, towards the 
or sustaining the Government that protects him 
vote. To thrust it upon any citizen 
acrifiee to gain it, is degrading to 
I know the humblest of my fellow 
character and self respect to 

say, however, in 
without paying 

















are subject 
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to he ca 





defend 





war, and for 







a bund 





to vote. 

this service by wa 
their civil rights by the Government 
, who have to help defend, thou 

the man of visible 












is equally subject to perform the same 
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another important element in the 
ability to read and write the English, language 
gibly.. That every voter should be able to act understandingly when 
he votes, none will deny ; for otherwise it is not the individual that 
votes, but he is an instrument or tool merely in the hands of others, 
or else “goes it blind.” In either case the tool or blind man is not 
benefited, but through him, as a general thing, the Government is 
injured, and selfish unprincipled demagogues are the only gainers. 
As the press has become almost the exclusive medium of informa¬ 
tion, and printed ballots of almost universal use, and the English 
the only language recognized by law,—to be able to read and write 
this language intelligibly, seems to be the most practical and useful 
st of adequate understanding, that can be applied. No person 


unable to read the name printed on his ballot can vote according to 
his own personal knowledge, but must necessarily act on the advice 
of others, raying nothing of the uninformed state of his mind on the 
great subject in hand. How does this comport with the dignity and 

* 

importance of the trust ? The art of reading and writing intelligibly, 
it is true, is hut a means for acquiring and imparting knowledge 
men and things, and not a measure of innate capability. Raphael 
and Michael Angelo, if they had been born blind, could 
have been competent to judge of color; nor he who is born 

or eloquence, whatever may be his native 











Though not a perfect test therefore of mental 

practical and useful, it seems to me 
acquisition of the art, which shall qualify 

Bible 







time qualifies the voter to read 

and ease his private 

In no view therefore 






urged against it 
> only opposers. 
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who have not 




adult male freemen 


opportunity to learn 
seem right and 





ive such a 


lify, before suspending their ri 
of the amendment would seem 




ive years 
ample time 


if not qualified in that time, thei 
they shall be qualified ; at least, as 

Those above 






five years of age. 
excused for obvious reasons, notwithstanding the proverb, 

The effect would be to set all that coifte 












, native and naturalized, and of whatever color or race, 
acquiring the art, in earnest, and thereby advance their 
moral and religious character, their temporal and spiritual well- 

Sec. 4. “All monies raised or authorized, and donations made 
Congress or any of the States for educational purposes, shall 
impartially distributed according to the number of citizens, and 
applied within the limits designated, without regard in any case, to 

religious sect or belief.” 

This section, I submit, is required to secure impartial popular edu¬ 
cation, and silence forever the clamor of different religious sects to 
have their proportions of public monies raised for school purposes 
allowed them, that they may the better propagate their respective 

religious tenets. The genius and policy of the Government are to 
respect and tolerate all modes of religious faith alike, so long as they 
do not violate any of the great principles of policy and right on 
which our Institutions rest, nor disturb the public peace 
schools are the Nation’s nurseries wherein all its youth should be 

the art that enables them to educate themselves, and 
Christian citizens, and not mere 







Sec. 5. “Polygamy under any form, guise, or pretext, is 
and is prohibited within the jurisdiction of the United States. 


The 




sufferance and undisturbed toleration on 

so long a time of this great crime 


by the 





subverting in effect the divine institution 
corner stone of all Republican Governments—must cer 
a want of power in our 

the people conferring 
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insist) n 

i 

reat a public nuisance. 


thorough execution in 



Sec* 6 , “The President and Vice-President 








chosen by a pluralty of the votes cast 
voters of the several States, for said officers re 

















held on the same day in the several 
, and both shall be ineligible to either 
In case of vacancies in both the offices of Pre 
, so to be chosen, the executive powers 
rolve for, and during the unexpired term, or until 
regular election, upon the associate justice of the Supreme Court 
United States, whose commission shall be third in point 
seniority among those held at the time by the associate justices 
said court; and in case of declination or vacancy for any cause after 
acceptance and qualification by any such associate justice, the same 
powers and duties shall devolve upon the associate justice who holds 
the next junior commission to him who so declines or vacates. Upon 
any associate justice accepting the chief executive office and duly 
qualifying, his office of judge shall become vacant. The President, 
or chief executive officer for the time being, shall have power to 
remove his cabinet officers without the consent of the Senate.” 

This section will enable the qualified voters of the Nation to elect 

by direct vote and by a plurality of the votes cast, the President and 
Vice-President, whose term of office will be six years, and both to 
be ineligible to either office afterwards. The President and Vice- 
President hold the same immediate relation to the people of the 

as the Governors of the several States hold to their respec¬ 
tive peoples. Why, then, should not the same mode of choosin 

? Why should not a plurality of the votes cast in the Nation 
a President and Vice-President as well as a plurality 
elect its Governor ? 










According to the present 

person receiving the least number of popular votes may 

electors of nearly every State are, I 
by general ticket. A majority of one vote in the 
New York may give its thirty-three electors all to one 

mav be as numerous as 




elected 




I 













into one 


no voice whatever: and so in the other States. And then 
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> a majority of the electors chosen, tl 
House of Representatives where 



mi 
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in wealth and population, is 
of New York, with its 4,000 
more voice than 




1 her 90,00c? 


eiie 








20,000 voters. In case 
vice-President* the Senate elects 

i 

Besides, the corruption and 
such an election by Congress! 
upon the present Congress—what mi 
The necessity for a change in this particular I submit, 
ent to admit of argument. 

for a four year’s 
making both President and vice-President ineligible to either office 
afterward, our experience, I submit, has made equally plain. 



The necessity for substituting a 




avoidance of the attending danger, the derangement and depression 
of the business of the country, the additional time consumed and 
money expended, will more than outweigh any additional security 
or advantage the present four year’s term gives. It make* both in¬ 
eligible to either office afterwards, and therefore secures the best ef¬ 
forts of the incumbents to pronKmng the country's weal, and not in 
securing a re-election. The duties of the President have become so 
arduous that one term of six years is as much as one man can stand f 
and retain the requisite vigor ; and if the people, his masters, cant 
keep him straight four years, there is no good reason why they may 
not six. 

Present and recent experience admonish that a different succession 
than is now provided should be established in case of vacancies in 
both offices. In such case the proposed amendment devolves the ex¬ 
ecutive powers and duties on the associate justice of tfw Supreme; 
Court of the United States, whose commission shall be third in 
age among the associate justices, and if he declines, or the 
comes vacant from any cause, the same devolves on the associate 

ingthe next junior commission, and so onto the youngest as- 
justice on the bench ; and upon any of these judges acceplin 
and qualifying* he vacates his office of judge. The Chief 

ecause he is obliged to preside in case 
The two* senior associate justices 
age and infirmities would be likely 
arduous task. The associate justices 










them tin 


equal to 
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r position gives assurance 

any participation in proceedings to 


court are 
and 





create a vacancy. 
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y conspicuous on 
Speaker of the 



emergency 




amendment will silence forever 
Chief Executive to remove his 
who are his confidential advisers, at pleasure, and without 

of the Senate, and be responsible 












immediately to the people, his masters, in 
in the Constitution ; and not 



partisan Senate which may delight to 
shackle his administration, as is now being exemplified* 



Sec. 


•4 




The validity of the public debt of the United 
by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions 
and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, 
shall not be questioned, but shall be paid in accordance with the 
laws creating the same, and the written contracts which evidence 
such debt, as the same shall be interpreted by the Supreme Court. But 
neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or 
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against, the 
United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave ; 
but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and 
void.’* 

# 

By the adoption of this section the people themselves will defi¬ 
nitely settle the validity of the public debt and assure its payment in 
accordance with the laws and written evidences by which it has been 
contracted-“these laws and evidences to be interpreted by the Courts 
of the Nation. These I submit, are the only proper authorities to 
decide and interpret these laws and evidences, and their decisions 
should satisfy both citizen, and foreign creditors. It will take 

out of the stormy arena of politics, and leave 
servants the sole task of raising the means to 
Courts shall decide these laws and evidences in 


manner 












ever 




MU 



hey will at the same time settle, definitely and 
of any supposed debt or obligation contracted 
> interest of the late rebellion, or sacrifice 






a 






principal considerations that have induced me to 
amendments, and 1 respectfully submit both to the care- 

tlion oi mv fellow citizens. 
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Mv knowl 
fidence in 


and the 



done different from what 
present and future wants 
fruits of the great sacrifices t 
ol the structure of Southern 






attempted# 
, and 







con 




present mode of “reconstructing” 
Constitutional amendment, known 












which is made a part of their 
subversive of the fundamental princip 
our Institutions are based. Its second section 








each State with the power to throw any United States citizens 
within its limits out of the “National Basis of Representation 




ing or in any way abridging , except for participation 
the rebellion, or other crime,” the right of any of its male citizens* 
over twenty-one years of age to vote for any State or National officer^ 
elective by the people. To be thrown out of the National Basis 
Representation is Co be thrown out of the Government, and 




its protection ; for neither the Government nor its officers can be 
said to represent, or be under obligation to protect, any IkiC their 
constituency, which are those only who are included in the Basis of 
Representation. The theory of our Fathers was that all “Whit® in*- 
habitants” were included in the Basis of Representation, and so had 
equal right to' claim protection’ whether they were voters or not. 
According to their theory, the non-voting expressed their wishes 
through tha voting portion, as females and minor children, through- 
husbands, fathers, brothers,- adult sons, etc. 

If this be a» correct interpretation of the sacond* Section* and thtir 
Amendment be adopted^ what is to become of the people- of Massa¬ 
chusetts, Connecticut, and some other States/ where the right 

vote is at present subject to the conditio® that they can- read and 
write. This is Gertainly an “abridgement” of thein right to vote, as 










defined in the pending. Amendment proposed by Con 

So in those States that require a property qiwAifica 
;eneral, or partial as New York requires 
The language used in the second Section 

” must certainly include the conditions or restric 
utterly disables* the people of any 
s voters while they remain in 
suggestions will sufficeTo’sbow 

anarchia 







To secure 



the pending.Amendment, if 

of the Amendments sua 
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elect a Congress 
propose them, or that the Legislatures of two 
direct Congress to call a National Conven- 
; and in either case, 




amendments 





ratified bv three-fourths of 










Legislatures, or through 

in eacn state, composed of Delegates elected by the 
The Congress proposing the Amendments can select 

reason for the makers giving this option doubtless 
was, Xo enable the people .of the Nation to effect amendments to 
their organic law, through the Convention mode of Ratification 
the Legislature mode should be impracticable—for over tthe 
Congress has no control; whereas in the formation and constitution 
of State Conventions for the purpose, it is clothed with absolute 
control The Constitution only provides .that the Convention mode 
Ratification may be selected by the Congress proposing the 
amendments, or calling a National Convention to propose them, but 
is wholly silent as to who shall call or determine the structure and 
composition of the State Conventions »ealled for ratification, which, 
by necessary implication, leaves this duty with the power that makes 
the selection. Nor can this power be confined, I submit, in forming 
such State Conventions and electing delegates, to the then legal vo¬ 
ters in the several States, but is at liberty to say who may vote in the 
choice of Delegates. The uniform practice of the peoples of the 
States who have heretofore amended their respective State Constitu¬ 
tions, extending the right of suffrage, and have submitted the ratifica- 

all who wore to be made voters for the first dime by the pro¬ 
posed Amendment, as well as to those who were already voters— 

sufficient precedent and warrant for this course. 

The people of the Nation, then, have it in their power to make 
Amendments proposed, ©r any others they may wish, if they shall 
resolve, and set about it in earnest May I not hope that 
take place at bo distant day ? I am aware their 
flict with some partisan prejudices and schemes existin 
ent moment; nevertheless, I believe the patriotism 

to ignore narrow, selfish 
, so far at least, as may be 
Present and future so 
















to the 
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The 










m pam 

many of the leading men of 
educational Institutions of the cou 
save President Johnson soon after 
ress, recommending an Amendment 
the President and Vice President elective 
for a term of six years, and both, 



JT 




i • 






When I wrote and published the pamphlet I felt 







century to come might not offer again 
existing errors or defects In our National organism, 
people were then situated, and implant therein a strong incentive foi 
every citizen to educate and improve himself, as an individual, w 
become an American sovereign, instead of burden to the 
Politic. 




I thought as my fellow citizens were then situated, the 
striction or condition proposed, might be accepted and incorporated 
into our National Constitution. I thought both the white and*coIored 

people of the ten recently Slave States, might accept unanimously, 
as they were then situated; and that their respective friends in the 
loyal States would accept also—if not for their own and country’s 
sake, for the sake of their respective friends in the South, in whom 
they felt, or professed to feel, so strong interest. I thought that Con¬ 
gress would propose some Amendments similar, and provide for their 
ratification by Conventions in the several States, composed of Dele¬ 
gates, chosen by the adult males of the States, irrespective of color, 
race, previous condition of servitude, or previous disloyalty, 
as it had the Constitutional power to do, as well as to assure 
a fair election of Delegates in all the States. I suggested all I thought 
necessary at the time, and warranted, without appearing obtrusive; 
am convinced now, if the suggestion had been adopted 

on by Congress at the time, their substance at least might 
have been secured to the country—a result now perhaps 
by peaceful means; for in a Government like ours, 

given nip, or restricted powers and privile 


force, amounting to war, 
history shows. 

been the consequence, if such a measure had 
time, both in the old Free, and the Slave 








What 






ly mention the additional amount 
been derived to the Free School fund throughout 
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cate themselves and 




■e placed in all American 

and soon in a trren 



M * 








h White 




uals. what now 









country of unintelligent, venal v 
pauperism and crime. With such an incentive I believe 

ack would have done for themselves and children 

Government, the industrious and 
tion I mean, have got to do, or our Government will prove 
All a Republican Government can ever hope for, 

inspire and incite its individual members 
themselves and children, worthy citizens. Our political 

opportune time to pass, and only gave us the 
Amendment then pending, with a subsequent one styled the Fifteenth 
Amendment, with various kinds of Congressional Acts to enforce 

f the fruits hitherto the country has partaken, and must for 
some time to come. The Fifteenth Amendment changed or 
ified the Fourteenth to this extent only : that no “denying or abridg¬ 
ing" of the right to vote, should be made by any State “on account 
of color, race, or previous condition of servitude.” Beyond that the 
Fourteenth Amendment remains unchanged. 







[No. i.] 

“TROO LQILTY”—IT IS TOO EXPENSIVE FOR US TO 

KEEP. 

Editors Wheeling Register: 

On comparing the financial statements of the National Government 

war ceased, with those under former Administrations, 
person, it would seem, must concur with me in the 
sentiment; for however rare and extraordinary their qualities 
our people cannot stand the expense. The “trooly loil” party 
known, did not assume the exclusive control of the entire Government 
until the last session of the Thirty-Ninth Congress, durin 















Secretary of the Treasury show 
30th of June, 1866, to have 
taking into account the money 

not vary the amount of 

by some 
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*,<>33.5 8 9»7 

of $151,836,122.21 

1866-7 that $103,7 
, and before i( troo 




m 













The remaining $49,048,110.34, on the supposk^ 

be true - is all this party has paid 
months last past. The Secretary, in 
the amount of debt on the 30th of June and also 
31st of October, j866, in a plain and unambiguous manner, 
reference to the amount of cash in the Treasury at either 

notes at the foot of his gccount what the amounts 








Treasury were at the time. In the report for j86y^g, the amount 
outstanding indebtedness at the different periods is stated j n this wise: 



'‘Total debt, less the amount of money in the Treasury,” stating 
the balance, after deducting the amount in the Treasury, which, 
the time, considerably exceeded $100,000,000, the deduction of which 
would, of course, considerably vary the amount of outstanding in¬ 
debtedness. The amounts in the Treasury at different periods were 
as follows, viz: June 30, 1866, $132,887,849.11; October 31, 1866, 
$130,326,960.62; July 1, 1867, $180,399,201.79; and 1st of Novem¬ 
ber, 1867, $ 133,998,398.02. The true measure of the public debt at 
any time is, of course, the amount of its outstanding liabilities, and 
what money it may haye in the Treasury does not alter the extent of 
its liability, though it may vary its ability to pay. If A owes B 
$.1,000, and has $200 in his pocket, this fact does not diminish the 
extent of his liability to B, for he, nevertheless, owes him the $1,000. 
Besides, suppose the next day A squanders the $200, as it looks as 
though this “troo loilty” has done with what was in the Treasury, 

no part of the debt to B. Mr. Greeley says the official 
made the first of this month makes the debt $2,510,000,000.00, 

the money in the Treasury. That 
in the Treasury gives the 











Why did not that official or Mr. Greeley 
amount of money in the Treasury at the same time, 

see what the present outstanding 
amount in the Treasury June 30th, 1 
cial gives, it places the debt 








reallv is 



the $103,788,912.87 


paid, viz 





107 







mean 





of the amount of the outstanding 
money in the Treasury” at the time, which must be 
£hat the sum of the two gives its extent, and the parading 
and squandering of the other hds doubtless been the cause of the 
confusion, and has been made, it would seem, an instrument in 
hands of tins <f tfoO loilty,” to juggle and plunder tife with'. 1 subtnit 
<his unusual, lA^pfSCifdented and ambiguous mode of stating the 
amount of the outstanding debt, was adopted for the express purpose 
of being used and played upon in just the way it has. I have not 
been aW# tor see the official statement, reported ter have be eft made 

of the mtontfh. 1 have* Cammed the papers in my reach, 
the Weekly Tribune , issuing during this morrtby and 
Oh the' whole, the evidence makes it clear 
Tcial, when added to the amount in 
the time* will swell the debt to what it was October 






not 








Treasury al 




very 



earning, 
loilty” in a new 
dented as 


much more. Such kind of i 

of millions , 

It is 







unprece- 
# mow OKpensi#® 1- 


But how 
trol of the 
toe fiscal 




934,001.27 


received since 


in December, r866 ? 







6341,0 m 




have they done with this iinmfcn 
The evidence as it stands 


exclusive' con- 
wa-s* received for 

the 





m 



part of the principal of the public d< 
incYea^l the principal since October iy 1 





1 




it very deaf 


J 




To show we cariftof possibly afford to keep this “tpo© loiky” lon & w.> 
however agreeable rrtay be their company, or unrivalled* their excel¬ 
lencies, I will refer to the expenditures under some of tlie fofnrter act 

ministrations* The annual average expenditure during the eight 
years of General Jacksons atfnrinistration was 6 $3,*,000,000. The 
last year of President Polk’s aeftninistrataon* in *848-49, just after the 
close of the Mfexickn wa*V ambumed to $42^8*1,670.03. During Gen.* 

* r ____ 

Taylor’s they were $76,798,667.82. The last year of President 
Pierce’s administration, they were $57,674,461. 1 have not 

means at hand to furnish further. All are easily accessable 
headers. The foregoing are sufficient, however, to enable 
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It 



August 




j comparison. The Go\ 
nistrations, but they had no parlies 


Very Respectfully 


nng 


le “troo 


f. 


4 





[NO. 2,] 

Y”—IT IS TOO EXPENSIVE KoR UM TO 

KEEP. 

Editors Wheeling Register; 

I was glad to find in your paper of to-day the official statement 
public debt made the first of this month, which is as follows ; 




I 


Total public debt, ist of August, 1868, less cash in the treasury 

$ 2 >5 2 3>534>*8o.67.” 

The Secretary is careful to limit his certificate to what the officers 
in charge have presented to him, and does not certify of his own 
knowledge. The officers in charge have been made immediately re¬ 
sponsible to Congress, and not to the Secretary or President—both 
of whom Congress has assumed to displace and bind fast The 
officers immediately in charge of this subject now, and the majority of 
Congress, belong to this same “ring,” 

It will be found by adding the amount of debt reported as out¬ 
standing the first instant, “less the amount of money in the Treasury” 
on that day—to the amount that was in the Treasury October 31st, 
1866, when the Ring took exclusive possession and control, viz; 
326,960.62—adding the forty per cent, premium to the portion 
that was coin—and it makes the amount of the outstanding in- 
debtment October 31st, 1866, and more. The amount in the Treas- 

31, 1866, which came into the hands of the Rin 
the Constitutional custodians, should be counted as 
, as liquidating the debt to that extent, and reducing 
t stated the first instant, irrespective of 
money in the Treasury on the last named clay. This would be a jusl 
rule where both parties were innocent, and especi 
money is 


v 


$ 













gh acts of usurpation. It may 
has not paid a dollar of the 

exclusive control, twenty two mon 










since it 



s a<m ; hut increase 



ine months nsinir ten millions. 


* ■ * • 8 
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I f 







Ring received 

Revenue and other sources 




> 



m cur 








accustomed premium of forty 

to rising a billion. Deduct the 







it debt for the twenty-two months 
hat paid during the year ending June 
,79 froiri a billion, leaves $737,498,514,21 

* if# ' f 

one Million ; two hundred and seventy-one thousand , nine 
hundred and sixteen dollars and seventy -six cents , a year ; 










\>e hundred and twenty -two thousand , six hundred and 

* 

s And seVeuty three tents, a Month ; and one 
hundred and sei>enteeh thousand , four hundred and tVuenty-one 
knd mnely-seVm tents; a dayl i tifefcd hbt carry this further. Whoever 
will take the trouble can pursue it to hours, minutes and seconds; 
aud thereby realise rrtore sensibly Where this Ring is hastening us to; 
and this to defray the ordinary expenses in a tifne of profound peace; 
except the disturbance dnd turmoil thfcse devils are kicking up, by 

their myriads of agents throughout the country—all of which are 

* 

paid with this money, and all for the purpose of upholding and per¬ 
petuating the rule and plunder of this Ring of “troo loiltv.” Prepar¬ 
atory to going before the people to ask a re-election', the present 

m 

Congress have reduced appropriations to some extent the present 
session, with a view to secure re-election, and then restore these to 
what they were before, by passing what they call “deficiency bills.” 
This is one of their recent contrivances. It is in keeping with their 
Others. 

* • * » - 9 
Many of the people rfre led to believe that this money is not 





from theif pockets. Never was there a greater 

of it is drawn from' the labor and not the capital 











Every employer deducts what he has to pay 

wages of operatives; and every merchant and trader 

•erv article he sells, every cent of revenue and 
The parents have to pay the tribute during the period 

minority of the child, until he is able 
not ohlv for himself, but family it 











W 


grave, and the executor pays it 
curse of oppressive taxation reache 
tere; through our mothers before we are b6rn 

cr wc do, nr wheresoe'er wc 



us at all 



*‘nor quits us when we 


»*1 

$ 








money 




account of lB» 



read the ex 





s. recen 












give us 
to support 

ask your readers, and every honest 

of Congress and the rest of 
made by Mr. \V. Marker and published at 

encer of the 6th ult. 


It spears 

Republican party since its formatioiv 
m portent office of Doorkeeper of the House 

present Congress,, and had the fullest opportunity 
ness me doings of the “Ring”—ms conscience being unable 
ness it longer in silence, he resigned the office and made' the exposi- 

The spirit and style, the documentary evidence he invokes, 
and the general acquiescence in its truth by the parties implicated,, 
would seem to commend it to the attention of every patriot, 
sample, I give one iterc*: The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House 
member of the “Ring,” of course, charged and was allowed traveling, 
fees at the rate of twenty cents per mile, for travelling a distance that 
would cairy him. around the earth , eight times- ami two-thirds !' 

Very Respectfully, 

G. P. 

September r, 1S6& 



This exceeding greed of the doctors for lucre, culminated finally in* 
the “Credit Mobilier” and its like, which has become history. 

As the Presidential- candidate of the opposition* appeared to me 
altogether objectionable at that time, I voted at the ensuing Novem- 
frer election* neither party’s electoral ticket, but voted foe General W,. 

Hawcock, of Pennsylvania, for President,, and Bon. T. A. Hen¬ 
dricks, of Indiatva,. for Vice President. 1 have not learned to this 
day whether any one else voted for these gentlemen- 1 am- sure r 
however, neither was elected- 




re, as wefl m the 
sympathy with the 
Fifteenth Amendment 







to inaug.' 
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nmrte an Amendment to 



member 
About 



State 









The next 

lion inaugurating sack an Amendment, wkioh from. 


a Resold 


tm 









introduced tie Resolution, Mt. Flick, 
Pendleton County, was called the ■“Flick 
same time, Congress passed the 





Touching -its construction*, and e fleet in our State, 1 
following:: 




jno. i.g 

THE ENFORCEMENT ACT PASSED BY CONGRESS— 
JUDGES BOND AND JACKSON'S INTERPRETATION 
OF IT. 


Editors Wheeling Register ? 

1 have read the above Act, and conflicting opinions otf the above 
named Judges upon it. Judge Bonb makes the words "“without dis¬ 
tinction of race, color, or previous condition of servitude/' in the first 
section, restrictive of the preceding language, viz : “that nil citizens 
of the United States who are or who shall be othenvise qualified by 
law to vote at any election by the people in any State, &c~, shall bo 
entitled and allowed to vote at all such elections," and limits the effect 
of the section to the prevention only of distinction being made on 
•account of the causes named, and limits the offence and penalty cor¬ 
respondingly ; while Judge Jackson holds the words first above quo¬ 
ted net restrictive of the general terms preceding. 

It seems to me Judge Jackson is right in his interpretation ; that 
the words “without distinction ©f race, color, or previous 




servitude” cannot, in the common acceptation of language, or 





rules of construction, limit the right of 


££ 



m m 



to vote," nor exempt any officer preventin 



VOtirtg, from the prescribed penalty. 



act 



•one years 




a t\ 






5 



to retail spirituous liquors “without 

previous condition of se *' * ” 

# 

to grant licenses 




mm 


r» r *1 






i 
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be mere s 









redundancy, and in 
citizens “twenty-one years 
an officer withhold license from any citizen twenty 

penalty ? Certainly pot. 

had. in express terms, confined the penalty to cases 

license because of “race, color, or 
then the construction would be different 
and penalty limited to withholding license for that cause only 








of servitude 












Or if A. grants to B. all his stock of cattle then being 
palled C. “without distinction” of color, age, or sex, it is clear 

would not restrict the grant ; but all A.’s cattle on 
would pass, whatever might be their size, weight, breed or other 
tinguishing qualities not mentioned or particularized. The 
without “distinction of color, age, or sex” would be in such case, mere 
surplusage and not restrictive in any sense of the general terms of the 
grant 

The phrase “without distinction of race, color, or previous condi¬ 
tion of servitude,•’ as used in the act in question, is by po means use¬ 
less, for in its peculiar connection it extends to colored citizens the 

same privilege of voting the white men have, which in many of the 

♦ 

States they had not before ; but beyond this, it can have no effect; 
certainly not tq limit or restrict the general terms that precede. Ev¬ 
ery citizen, therefore, of West Virginia “otherwise qualified to vote,’' 
that is, having the age, sex’ residence, freedom from, participation i 




the rebellion, &c., that our Constitution and laws require, comes 

* 

within the act, and any officer debarring him of the right 
ponfers, is liable to the penalty, it seems to me. And the Title 
act, and its other parts, are irreconcilable with any other construction 


reg- 





The second section makes, in express terms, the duties 

officers, and penalties for failure therein, commensurate 
conferred by the first. 




The 


person wron 




wrongfully 



makes it the duty of the 

penalty, to. receive and count 

debarred registration, upon a 

« 

ion for registration, the time 
* the name of the officer 








third section. 

* 




aid of such 





est 
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Virginia, where partisanship has placed the appointment ane 
p( the registering officers in the hands of one man, and, i 
absolves them from personal liability for injuries committed. 




Very Respectfully, 


September 13, *870, 


G. P, 


[No, 2 .] 

ENFORCEMENT ACT PASSED BY CONGRESS. 

Editors Wheeling Register; 

1 was not a little surprised to see the party that enact 
enforcement act raise a question as to its Constitutionality, 
fined my few remarks to its legal construction. There can 
doubt the Supreme Court of the United States will sustain th 
struction we contend for, and hold that Congress had the li 












Fifteenth 

Congress 





the 







in both the Fourteenth and 


appropriate 





legislation. t 
as would justify 





is no such 

y the iudic 







is purely judicial functions, Moreover, that com 
nfamous and disgraceful features of their registrar 








being 




unauthorized by the letter and spirit of the 



One word as to the way to get the question before that court; 
about which many, myself included, were uncertain. After a careful 
examination of the law it seems to me clear that our Federal Circuit 


and District Courts have concurrent jurisdiction in both civil and 
criminal proceedings under it. If proceedings are instituted in the 
District Court, writs of error lie from its decision to the Circuit Court, 
where it will be for Chief Justice Chase and Judge Bond to revise 
and decide, and if they disagree as to the construction of the act, it 
becomes their duty on request of either party, to certify the point of 


their disagreement to the Supreme Court for decision. If the pro¬ 
ceedings are originally instituted in the Circuit Court, Judges Bond 
and J ackson, and perhaps Chief justice Chase will be present; and 
\\ only the two former and they disagree as to the construction, it 
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O 




reached 




* the point in 
either course 










damages to 














ards the legal construction 
■ wrongfully rejected to be reco\ 
name, and the penalties enforced 
and in some cases by filing information merely. 

The second and third sections of the Enforcement 

qualified by our State Constitution are 
These should all be seasonably and carefully taken, 
clearly qualified should attempt, for the Act bristk 
over with penalties. The prerequisites all done, the party can 
ceed against both Registering Boards and conductors of the election 
and have the decisions of both revised, upon a full hearing of 
evidence by impartial juries in the Federal Courts, in the manner 
before stated. So it strikes me. 







Our people, then, whose motto is “Mountaineers are always free ,’ 1 
possess the potter* to rid the State and themselves of the despotism 
cjf the “one man power,” which the dominant party pledged itself to 
remove a year ago, as well as to inaugurate an amendment enfran¬ 
chising ex-rebels, and upon that pledge secured the last Legislature; 
and still they have made no attempt to abrogate this “one man pow¬ 
er,” and through a most singular omission on the part of the Execu¬ 
tive to publish, as the Constitution requires, the amendment inaugu¬ 
rated last winter may have become defunct. 

Very Respectfully, 

G. P. 

September 26, 1870. 


[No. 3.] 

THE ENFORCEMENT ACT PASSED BY 




A few words more in answer to the claim made 
struction of said act necessarily limits its effect 
Amendment. Let us see what that Amendment is 
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m 



not be 



a citizen of the United 
the United 







tale, on 





41 '> 




ongress shall have power to 

















I * 



any legislative body intendin 
have e?>acted merely 
Amendment, and prescribed 
observance. 'Three or four s 









have said all deemed necessary by any sane mind. 

Act contains twenty-three sections and covers 
a good sized newspaper. To ascribe such a 






one 




would stultify Congress and grossly pervert the langua 




The Title whose object is to indicate the substance and purpose 
Act, and is always considered an important key for opening its* 
meaning, reads thus : “An Act to enforce the right of citizens 
the United States to vote in the States of this Union, and for other 



purposes. 

Its first section then opens: “That all citizens of the United 
States who are or shall be otherwise qualified by law to vote,” & c. 
What law had qualified male African citizens to vote ? The most 
obvious and natural meaning of this in the connection, is, 1 submit; 
Having the other qualifications, other than and beside citizenship, 
which is one indispensible requisite. A far more natural and reason¬ 
able interpretation than that they contend for, viz : “Otherwise than 
distinction of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” What 
known substantive qualification for voting does such “distinction 1 
represent ? It is a mere mental abstraction, and not the substantive, 
personal, quality the word “otherwise” calls for or has relation 
Such a mere airy abstraction cannot be that part wanting 
by the word “otherwise/’ to complete a full qualification to 
And if this interpretation of the effect the word “otherwise” has 







rote 







^one man 


qua 



sustained, then all the adult colored citizens would 
are not as a general thing, “otherwise 
citizens ; and only those remaining 
distiv>ction of race, color or previous cond 
to the Enforcement Act. 'This 
much labor and fuss. The domina 
, forego what they expected 
ipulating the registering 
give to all citizens, 

Constitution, or 





















the opposition a!sk. But 




« m 








iniquity as heretofore, 
agree with me, ihake them p; 

rovides: The nineteenth, twentieth 









show that Congress assumed to 
Control ovfcr State elections at which Representatives 











be elected,’ (and stfch will bfe otir coating election 

arty person,* including Governor and other 

any means; including advice or counsel; those 

law, from? voting, or assisting tfto’se to vote, who 

Qualified, and affixing as a penalty imprisonment or fine; or 

* Distinction of race, cdof or previous condition’of servitude,” is 

* 

mentioned or deferred to in these sections. Congress claims it as 
National right, arid its atfthority, the whol£ Constitution ; and even* 

* * % p 

bur State officials, including their “one man” who holds the ballot 
box and sword is not exempt, nor are our present members of Con¬ 
gress who’ mifst ceftainly know wfiat Congress meant by the Enforce¬ 
ment At'f; exempt. They may be caught in the snare they helped to 
set. Whe^e is Senator Foreman, and his famous circulatf; so full of 
gratuitous counsel and advice ? 


September 30, 1870.* 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P. 



[No. 4.] 

ENFORCEMENT act passed by congress. 

Editors Wheeling Register; 

The Inielligehcer of yesterday wbtrld seem to concede the 
fiess of our construction, but denies that Congress had 

pass it; and demands that some one point out rhre authority 
a singular positron* for one fh’at wants t$ be Considered 

S/ate, to take;and Gallon others ro show its 
Federal Constitution 1 . However its party 
compelling irs to prove negatives, or 

question happens to be one of the 
Congress ot late years, that would admit of a satisfactory answ 

the last clause of the 




















ncnt, which reads thus; “ 

ithiir its jurisdiction the equal prate 


K 










The last section of the same amendment makes it the express duty 
of Congress to see and take care that no State denies this legal pro¬ 
lection of the law, which law in our State is our State Constitution as 
amended. This gives the qualification and defines the right, and by 
proper construction gives to all male adult resident citizens printa 
facie the right to vote, of which he can be deprived only by the 
State or its officers proving affirmatively that the applicant comes 
within some one or more of the exceptions named. The proper en¬ 
forcement of this right is what Congress intended to do by the En¬ 
forcement Act in our case. And in view of the published opinion of 
the Intelligencer a year ago, of the iniquitous working of our State 
registration law, I can’t think its editors will regard it as inappropriate 
or unauthorized. 

There is then Section 4, Article 1 of the United States Constitu¬ 
tion, which reads thus: “The times, place and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in each 
State by the Legislature thereof; but ike Congress may at any time t 

by law , make #r alter such regulations — except as to the place of 
choosing Senators.” 

Here is express authority for Congress altering the “manner” and 
“regulations” of holding State elections fixed by the State, at which 
Representatives to Congress are to be chosen. This clause certainly 
authorizes the 19th, 20th, 21st and 2*d sections of the Enforcement 
Act, which forbids all persons embracing State officials and Congress¬ 
men, interfering in such elections. 

It seems to me your correspondent “Justice,” in his able article in 
Friday’s paper, errs if he means to be understood that no matter 
touching the Enforcement Act is revisable by the higher Federal 
Courts. Civil actions for the recovery of the $500 damages are re¬ 
movable by writ of error from the District to the Circuit Court. See 
Rrightly’s Digest, page 257, section 2. 

Very Respectfully, 




Vt 






hat Fall the opposition secured a 

convened the 17th of January, 18 

*ent to the Amendment proposed 









ided for submitting it to 
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hursday of April following 
arge majority, though many 
or openly opposed the 
interfere with their ulterior 
of February, 1871, passed 
, the fourth Thursday of August 
Convention- to alter the Constitution 












delegates chosen to assemble at the seat 
third Monday of January T 1872, in general Convention,, 
er “to consider, discuss- and propose a sew Constitution, or 
and amendments to the existing. Constitution of the State.” 




vn» 












Touching the pending Amendment enfranchising ex-rebels, the call* 
and the final work of such Convention, I published what appears in 
the sequel upon these subjects. 



fNo. i-T 

FN FK ANCBISE-M ENT. 

fiditor Cabrfl County Press ; 

I read in the Press of the 5th uft., with much* interest, yoor manly, 
and it seems to me wise remarks upon what is called the Flick 
Amendment, f know a very large majority of our people 
favor of the result that that amendment, if carried through, 
duce, viz-: the enfranchisement of afl, otherwise qualified, that 
now disfranchised. It is true, there has been- a serious 
publication required by the Constitution. A neglect on 

charged with the duty, to move at all for e 

to give the “at least three months notice 
by the Constitution, the Courts must regard, it seems to me, 

quite distinguishable from a 
moved and discharged 
or fault of publishers 















r appear in all the 
case, the Court would 













the tiling accom 
few to com 
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course 
and others 


persistent as to carry 
defense would be at liberty to avail 
amendment the last is designed 
you ask to have taken 







appears to me, wise, 
entire sympathy; and I doubt not, 
feel as I do. 











read the remarks of the now dominant 
propose to abrogate the disfranchising amendment by a joint 
lion, to be passed by the coming Legislature, on the ground, 

not having been submitted for ratification to all who 
have been legal voters, in case the late rebellion had not taken place, 
and rely upon Section 6, Article i, and Section i, Article 3, of the 
Constitution which went into operation June 20, 1863. 

This raises the question that was so much discussed during and 
since the war, via: did persons, who were citizens of the United 
States^ by joining the rebellion 'and committing the overt acts which 
constitute treason, thereby forfeit their right to participate in, vote 
in, and help to run the government they were warring against—that 
rs to vote with one hand, while they drove daggers to the heart of the 
Government with tbe other. Every individual and department of 
Government, National and State, adhering to the old Government, 
have decided they did so forfeit, and thereby losing the -attributes of 
citizenship of the United States, they never come within the sections 


Old Virginia was re‘Organized 

the 



of our Constitution before quoted. 

on that principle, the New State formed on that principle, 
re-organization and reconstruction by the National Government 
the war, have all proceeded on that principle. 

seem to me unwise for the party just coming 
, to butt its head against all these, at 
measure its opponents have inaugurated. 

The oartv that 









has 





measure, 










party permitted. The party 

not plead the omission, 
consummate the measure. 

against sanctioning any measure 
substantially to 
particular exi 
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it 





more 



at its approval 

will. 

some to the proposed 
white/’ now that the negro 
to you and others desiring 
wise, I should think. 






f 





You 




Convention to revise the 





Convention can be held unless the people by their 
order It 
stored. 






not believe they, even after the 
be disposed to order such a Convention, but will 
correct any present existing defects by specific amendments 





posed by the Legislature and ratified by themselves. 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P. 


January 2, 1871. 


[No. 2.] 

SHOULD WE RATIFY THE FLICK AMENDMENT? 


Editors Pan-Handle News: 


This question the Legislature decided to submit to the vote of the 
People. If the Flick Amendment to be submitted next month shall 
be ratified, it will restore to full Political Rights, all heretofore dis¬ 
franchised for Participation in the late Rebellion, being many thous¬ 
ands, and enough as the Political parties in the State now stand, to 
hold the balance of power, if united. Two considerations seern to 
suggest themselves; 

1st. What does sound State policy require of us who are to act, 
whether Politicians or no Politicians ? 




does party expediency require of such as 




party considerations ? 


There i: 





think who will deny that sound 
now, and if there has been 











in having deferred too long 

question is less clear 3 
consider the aspect 












in 



are to act. T 



as a 
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joined 

in the terrible stru 
these acted from conscientious 








error there 


may have been m 
undertaking, they were in down- 
have sacrificed or hazarded what 









f 



of such a terrible experience, 

, their thoughts and characters—sub: 
heated prejudice; facts and realities, 
discipline of those who went to the Front must 

Their Political and 








been as thorough as it was severe. 

became modified or destroyed. They returned home after 
surrender, resolved to accept the great changes wrought during their 
absence, submit to them, save what they could of their property, 
make the best provision possible for themselves and families 
the new state of things, in whose success and prosperity their Future 
as well as that of their Families, had become identified* 

Such it seems to me is about the feelings and views of a large ma¬ 
jority of those on whose future Political rights we are to act. They 
are altogether different from the stay-at-home heroes and sympathiz¬ 
ers, who having eyes, seem to see not the great changes that have 
taken place. 

t he Disfranchised are qualified and will be quick to discriminate 

between real and pretended friends, between them who turn out and 
vote for the Amendment for their sakes, and those whose indifference 
keep them from the Polls, or who suffer some senseless whim or 
prejudice to cast a vote against. The disfranchised have carefully 
marked the motives and efforts hitherto of the originators 
porters, as well as op posers of the Measure, and will continue 
so in future, and reward accordingly. “A friend in need is 



sup- 


, and reward accordingly. 

to them intensely real. 

Such I believe to be the character of the Disfranchised 







sound 







in regard to the Flick Amendment, 
icy and Party expediency call on every 
its Ratification. 









Expediency of a Convention to revise 
I may say something hereafter. 

Very Respectfully, 




G. P, 
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ULIAR FORM OF GOVF 




m 


ITS YOUTH TO BE EDUCA' 


r* 




Wheeling Inielli gencer ; 

No good citizen can stand indifferent to this subject 









sees his government, though so young, is already hardly 
any on earth, in power, wealth, and influence. He sees its 

and antagonistic in form and purpose to the other 
He sees, therefore, what it achieves it has got to 
not only without the aid, but in spite of the active opposition 
of the cither great powers, united in “holy alliance” to uphold 
perpetuate their antagonizing systems. He sees that ours is an ex¬ 
periment heretofore tried, but to fail—the governed being at the 
same time the governors, or sovereigns as we say—the people them¬ 
selves holding the sovereign power, and enacting awl administering 
liie laws, through agencies whom they appoint, and whose powers 
’and duties are defined in written Constitutions. 


In view of these facts, no one can help feeling how important it is 
that the coming voters, who are to be the sovereigns, should be prop¬ 
erly educated and trained. The history of the race points us to the 
kind of men who make the best rulers ; they are those who are most 
normally and harmoniously developed, physically, intellectually, mor¬ 
ally and religiously, with their animal natures subjected to their high¬ 
er faculties—“masters of themselves !” 


No one, I think, will say, it is not desirable that our voters 

this standard ; while every one concedes that 
ance and success of Napoleon’s and the Czar of Russia’s 







rul 


d not admit it at all. 


They require their 
educated, trained and moulded, as to make obedient and 

overeigns, whose right they are taught 
despotisms would soon cease. 







Government require entirely different 
tion and trainin 





, our coming sovereigns 
mode Napoleon and 






c 
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sons, whom they expect 
, broad, and varied 




r' 


m 


ley do go the education and training of our 

lie end they may be wise Legislators, 
laws they help make. 











thus train and develop our 
I answer emphatically, the Truth 
soul, unperverted by human 
thrives upon. This is as necessary 
mai gfowtn and development of our intellectual, moral, 
natures, as good nourishing food, pure water, and fresh air are to our 

The infant mind, before it has been perverted, 
natural, innate desire to find out the cause and reason 











equ 

things. First, by its taste, which is awakened by the Mother's breast 
and so it tries everything by putting it to its mouth. 1 
touch — and how constantly it keeps its little hands agoing. Hand it 
a rattle, and show it how, and with how much glee it will make it go 
for a short time, wliep it stops and begins to examine for the cause 
that makes it rattle ; open the rattle and show the cause, and what a 
joy beams from its little face. But it soon throws it down and cries 
for something new, for its instinct tells it there is no time to lose, as 
it has got everything to learn. How early, and how easily the smile 
of the Mother awakens responsive smiles upon its dimpling face. It 
seems to smile all over, and so sincere and deep. 

Now this is humanity as it comes to us from God's hand. And is 
it any wonder Jesus so loved little children, and selected them so 
often to typify the Kingdom He came to establish ? No one need 
me there is not in these little ones what may be educated 
into noble manhood and womanhood. It is the errors in 





they receive that, in no small degree, produces 

in soul and body which we witness. “As the twig is bent 
tree inclines"—a few early touches serve to give shape and 

after character. Truth, which is God's 














always simple and harmonious, and readily adjusts itself to 

love of the “pure in heart,” though an infant chi 
nourishes, and makes both mind and heart 
strength, and produce such youth as 
be Sovereigns in our Government. 

to educate and train the 
ects of despotic power, we should 
natures with awe-inspiring 
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and paralyze 
mould and use 
of Ecclesiastics to cram 






i 








divinest gift 






Westminster Catechism, 

or enshroud, in Theological 
reasoning faculty, and destroy 

in the hands of a subsidized 






submissive subjects to a tyrants yoke, who may be 
and whose right to do so they are taught to believe i 

are the needs under our Government 









people themselves own th« Government, and in which they 






I think all will concede that history shows these subsidized orders 
ecclesiastics in the hands of despotic rulers, have proved 
to be the vilest and crudest of men. Do we, the people, who are 
our own rulers, stand in need of their like ? 

If I am right it would seem to follow that Educators and Teachers, 
under our institutions, whether ecclesiastical or secular, should strive 
to build up in our youth the largest, and most normally developed 
manhood and womanhood possible; and that efforts otherwise di¬ 
rected, render the authors hurtful in the highest degree, in view of 
the wants of our Republican Institutions. Nor can our Educators 
expect salutary aid from the like class of persons who operate under 
Governments altogether antagonistic in form, structure and purpose, 
unless it should be by antithesis. 

In building up men worthy to be sovereigns in our Government, 
every true man must feel how much is devolved upon our women 
mothers especially. May we not hope that they will become 
thralled of present anti-christian, embarrassing, man-made 
and adequately appreciate, and be content with, so broad and 
a mission ? 




Very Respectfully, 


G. P 
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I' IT IS THAT W 
IDEAS OF GOD. 
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News i 

ft a 

pefience teaches and our very constitutions 
i or plant formed in our minds# precedes and 

* 9 

or action. We cannot act at all as rational 








even in the most ordinary matters— as taking our accus 
meals# taking a pleasure ride, or visiting a neighbor. 1 
determines what is to be done. Every one who takes any 
himself# must feel this to be true. 



Now if that theory, plan or ideal# first farmed in the mind# be true 
and in harmony with God’s Laws, then the practice, the work accom¬ 
plished in accordance with it, will be successful and pleasurable; and 
as nearly perfect as man, in his present state# can attain. This course 
is the “straight and narrow Way,” as there can be but one right way. 
While we kiKiw the departures from this are numerous ; and these 
departures constitute the “broad way.” When the Theory, plan, or 
Ideal, formed by the mind, is in conflict with God’s Laws, and the 
practice or action conforms, (as it must unless it be aimless# or ran¬ 
dom action)-*-ther«! will necessarily be failure# disappointment and 
discomfiture^ Builders of Material Structures of every description# 
who are worthy of their calling# work in this way* The Naval# House 
and Machine builder# alike. These first form their models or plans. 
And so with Statesmen and political Economists in the Measures, 
Constitutions and laws thefv adopt. 



the saint principle applies in building up hitman character 
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•bout it, and 
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which lies in tin* new born infant# full of capabilities, i 
yearnings for the Right and the True in G 
be reared and fashioned# first by those 

by the child, for himself. The highest and most 
or ideal humanity has to fashion after in 
The attributes ascribed to Him 






will aspire to imitate, but nev 
perfection itself, if the God 

, tickle and cruel Despot of 
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* i * 


oiin Calvin, he will not fail to impr 
lection and aspiration, on the phis 
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as to fall into' such 



fc Mm 



is* 


s Sects in our 


lr ideal of God and 1 



# 






injects, each- strives to deposit i 
professed believer in the AthaNA»ian 
Constantine at Nice in 



€ 




by adding a third person 
their firm- of the God h«ad r thereafter 






the idolatries and fooleries peculiar to each 
or sect; or that other Glass who see and feel 





Righteousness is using, -but like the faithless and cow 



€ 


^not “blessed*) Peter, they have not the courage or unselfishness 
face the prejudice and ignorance that would arrest its progress, 




shut out its beams from yearning Souls. 

The supreme ideals of the foregoing,. ar>« as much unlike the 
Eying and true God r that Science and true philosophy with the recent* 
Revealments r have displayed; as were the heathen- idols, and far 
more debasing; for the latter were regarded as only imperfect Sym¬ 
bols, suggestive of true Deity;, while the former- are regarded as,- and 
taught to be, .Deity itself. 

L am. brought to this conclusion-: that the human* character andt 
mind can-no more attaiu healthy r normal growth with such false ideals* 
of God* to pattern after,, than the sensitive glass of the photographer’ 
can produce the form of Apollo when that of H*unc»»ack is placed' 
before: it; or indian corn grow, ripen and mature, beneath the spread¬ 
ing branches of the oak^ or deadly upas ; and that either this 

-nor have I* 



yor American character and mindy must go* down 

a doubt which* it will be. 





cause 









the advocates of the present pseudo theology 
to claim* tha* their doctrine and teachings have 
of the advancement that humanity has made 

Nothing is further from, the 

in spite of them and. their theology, 
our free and inspiring civil Institutions 
every form of their theological 
our system of Free 
n, including Protestant no 
morrow if they had the power; 

the one must itiev 


so monstrous a 


have 





• * 
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ss of mi 




in their creeds 




fabricated, patched up 1 
truth of which they make 
God and the world, 







and 
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little that ts genuine and 
as k faintly gleams through their 
is, I profoundly reverence, as I 






whatever medium, from the one living and true 



0 





Again, where were these advocates and tbeic 

lion whea the life of the Govern tit cut hung as it 
as well as before and since. It is tow apparent to all 
thek influence North and South, did the most to 
about; and that during the struggle, where these opposing 
cal elements met, the tight was most fierce and relentless. 







most hostile of all the elements, were but a few years before, 
parts of some owe of the great National Sects. Those living in the 
Slave Stales maintained that their theology sanctioned Slavery as a 
divine institution, while those in the Tree States maintained directly 
the reverse—that it was “the sum of all villainies and hence the 
unexampled tight. Look then to the conduct and feelings exhibited 
in time of peace, among their different rival sects. And then, judging 
“the tree by its fruit,” say, dear reader, whether in your conscience 
you believe their system of theology represents correctly the one only 
living and true God, or a false God, of human manufacture, with his 
deformities and imperfections impressed upon the minds and charac¬ 
ter of his worshipers; for it is invariably the case, that the mental 
characteristics of a people display the leading attributes ascribed to 
the God they worship. Then glance at its history from the reign 

Constantinic, its author, to the present; and mark 










discoverers and revealers of the great truths in 
and philosophy that have advanced civilisation to its present c 

c at the condition of the present people of 
other countries, where their theology lias 
spiritual and civil matters. 

Nor has the theology of these peoples been essentii 
the so 











c theology in this country. 

325 and subsequently, is identical, i 
with the Protestant orthodox creed i 
confederates are withdrawing 

of faith, as fast as 







t 



§ • 




r make them 













followers to confess, or swear to their truth 
cifully “church mailed” if they 

What crime does not this 






blasphemy to Deity, and wrong 
and debasing creed between the 
the truth as it beams through 
And if the votary subscribes to it, 
commits moral perjury, which, he that influences him to it, 
But 









to say more on a subject so abhorrent, 'J 
ened conscience of the candid reader will of itself point 
enormity and magnitude of the guilt. 

For the teachers and followers of such a theology to claim that 
has had anything to do but retard and repress civilization, under our 
Free and Tolerant Institutions, can only be ascribed to the deformity, 
poral and intellectual, impressed upon them by so false a theology, 

which I trust and pray the rising Sun of Righteousness may speedily 
abolish, in tota, and forever. Remove the over-hanging shadows ancj 
noxious weeds from out our corn fields and gardens, let in the blessed 
sunshine, and God will take care of the corn and the vegetables. He 
certainly does not require us to furnish substitutes for these, when 
removed. 


Very Respectfully, 


April i r, 1871, 


<S. P. 



A 

and 




THE BIBLE IN OUR FREE SCHOOLS. 

Christian Union : 

me the February number of the 
read the “different views 







controversy,” relating to the Bible 
Public Schools, which is contained 

. Beecher, Dr. Spear, 






. R. W. Ci 
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50 of the number) 
ics, Atheists and 
of our population, 
what other course can 





Beecher, Spear a: 
10 insist on its continuance in 



others 


m 







set at naught the opinions, equally conscientious 
►of the twenty millions that oppose ? And 
framers of our National Constitution abstracted 





Governmental interference, and left to individual* conscience 








, Section 3d, and Article 1st (of Amendments)— 
Constitution, is all that Instrument contains on the subject 
and warrants fully my statement. That Instrument contains no 

clause as Mr. Rankin says it does (see pages 43, 44 and 45 
number) viz: “Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to 
a good Government, and the happiness of mankind, Schools and the 
means for Education shall forever be encouraged nor any phrase 
like it. It is strange fair minded, intelligent men should commit such 
.an error. The State Constitutions are equally explicit in guarantee¬ 
ing freedom of conscience. The argument of Mr. Webster, made 
under the influence of a large fee, in the Girard will case, is equally 
without value here. ‘The opinion of the Court in that case, delivered 
by the late Judge Story, affords the truer light, if the case be at all 
applicable. 

The friends seeming to feel their weakness, attempt to fortify 
divert attention from the true issue, by affirming this move on 
part of the “Catholics, Atheists and Infidels,” to be only the first 
matured plan to destroy our Free School system altogether, 
at once ; or gradually, by getting a division of the money raised 








support, among the different religious sects, so each may 
for inculcating its peculiar religious tenets, which would 
equally destructive to the system. Admitting this to be true 
have no doubt is, so far as the Catholic Priesthood 





but no further—how are we successfu 
up an issue with them on a 
right, and must prevail in 
and taking our stand at once 
which we can and must 
of our Free School 


in the Forum or 
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untenable Issues. 






case on 






intact 




preservation 
our Institutions 

the present case. 

Of what character do these Institutions contemplate 
shall 










certainly leave the consciences of all citizens 
respect to Religion, and compel no one to 

support of Religious Institutions, or worship 
free choice of each individual, who is in this 
as free, so far as regards his Government, as he would be 
of nature, where there was no civil Government. And how 









be so with us, when in all European Governments it is 
compulsory? The answer is, with us the People are Soverei 
make and control civil Government, which is only a common agent 
arbiter, to which of course they surrender no more of their natural 

a 

right, than the temporal safety and protection of the whole require, in 
their present condition. The preparation of their spiritual nature for 
existence beyond this life, our People have wisely reserved to them¬ 
selves as individuals, for each to “work out his own salvation, 
through voluniaf-y association and means—over which they expressly 
forbid their Governmental agencies, exercising any control. This is 
in exact conformity to the teachings of the Gospel, in which the idea 
of the supreme importance of man as an individual first originated, 
and from which our peculiar form of Government sprung. 

When Constantine placed Christianity upon the throne of 
C/ESars, he took from it this God given, developing principle, 
substituted the then existing dogma, that man was made not for 
self and his God, but for the State, as a temporal power. 1 







his God, but for the State, as a temporal power, 
man Hierarchy continues to propagate the same dogma to this day 

so the monarchies of the Old World, as far as they are 









many made for one,” or the few. 

ro make the many submit to the will of this one 

necessary for the Government, consisting 
avail themselves of the superstitious el 

darken and dwarf the reasonin 
union of Church and State, 

ecclesiastical orders. 

, the great founders 
to prevent its 


















and peculiar Institutions they were founding 



'Jl 
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divine author uniformly 
with fret individtfa 













prime, wltimate object, to 
auxiliary, should always be 

absolute necessity of the citizens 

ovemmental agencies, beii 
ducating themselves, men 

itottsly, and hence they established. Free Schools, built School 
and passed laws levying and collecting taxes to support them 
much with a view lo thus educate the citi^is, which takes 

time, and then only ta make a beginnings—as to teach youth the 









ari f by which to thus educate themselves, as every one must, *' 
acquiring the art. 'Ehis art consisted in qualifying each to read am 
write intelligibly the English language, read useful books, the news¬ 
papers, and transact correctly ordinary business—an art which ena¬ 
bles each youth to add to his limited knowledge of things cognizable 
by his five semes, or acquired through conversation, and communica¬ 
ble in the latter iwode only—-all that vast store of useful knowledge 
that connes, and m impaired, through printed am! written language,, 
and numbers, or figures, when understood of skillfully combined* 
And what should we think of the teacher of an art, music, for in¬ 
stance, who selects lessons for his pupils, which, without having any" 
especial fitness to promote proficiency, should be offensive to the* 
consciences of one-half his pupils and their parents ? 1 think none 

of us would hesitate to call such teacher very unwise. It does not 
seem to me our Governmental agencies have any fight or warrant to* 
go further than I have stated, while the existence ami safety of 
agencies require they shoukl go thus far. But to compel me to 

to educate mentally, morally, or religiously, my n 
further, can find no warrant, I submit, in our 
jrpose and policy being to leave all youth 
resources and voluntary aid ; ami sucl 
capacity entitling them to go further, will 

that have not, far better stop 
our youth always must* Carry the 
to think themselves above 






level, to their own 



as the 


mass 





an honest livelihood without 
, loafers, beggars, 




If 





structure of our 
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whose 


genuine 


course pursued by the monarchies 
Religion as a means to oppress 

their perverted and abus 
Institutions are constructed in conformity to 

KSUS ? 





















What fight have 
twenty millions opponents, 
support of Free Schools—*a particular 
shall be read in the presence of 
f when the latter conscientiously believe such version 
incorrect, or in part a mete fiction, as the 
Christian interpretation to be, saying nothing, of 
entertained by portions of our citizens ? 

Very Respectfully, 





[Mo. i.J 

THE AMEMI'IMEnTTO' OUR NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 
—PROPOSED BY THE EVANGELICAL CHURCHES OF 
THE COUNTRY. 



Pd iters Pan-ItaHdie News: 

We all admire and venerate the exalted characters of the Founder* 
of our Institutions > and this feeling increases as we see the 
sum mate wisdom of their plan verified by practical experience and 

For the evidence of the latter, I need only say, 
American citizens, “look around you.” 

Now, does any one believe our country would have 

Founders, irr imitation of the persecuting 

incorporated in that Instrument 
conscience and judgment of the citizen, 
between his* free conscience 
















as it beams from all nature,- 
enquiring soul ? 

» thev founded left the indivic 
as the Peace of the Slate reqi 
? liberal provision for Free Sc 
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humblest, could without price, acquire the Art and 
Power of educating themselves, intellectually, morally ; 

Founders felt it safe to leave the youth 













• » 





—guided by parents, a 
faculty; and inspired by the 
Institutions placed around them. From these 
have been produced our Wisest and Best men. The 













bu 






ents of every religious belief stand on equal footing, 

equail protection. Thus conditioned and surrounded 
“with heart within and God o’er head,” is left 
his character. It is clear these great Founders hat 
in hunfamty, and in its divine instincts, when unperverted 
human agency—and did not believe it was totally depraved. They 
must have believed that humanity possessed in itself divine germs, 
requiring only the rays of truth beaming as they do from all nature; 
fb Jitoperiy and normally develop. If they had not so thought they 
would not have stopped Where th£y did ; but would have added to 
the Supreme Organic Law they were framing, something like the 


amendoterf bo# proposed by the pseudo orthodoxy of the country, 

Which I read to-day in a Christian newspaper. It reads thus: 

• * 

ist. “That all Civil Government owes its authority and power to 
Almighty God. 

9 

2nd* “That the Lord Jesus Christ is the ruler among the Nations. 

3d. “That his revealed will—the Bible—is the supreme authority 

- * 

a Christian Government.” 

Imagine* 1 reader, this proposed Amendment were incorporated into 

Constitution, either with or without that recen tly ap- 

0 

superfluous section; “Congress shall have power 
Amendment by appropriate legislation.” What would 

result ? The moment it became paYt of the Constitution, i 

sworn duty of Congress and the Executive 
it enunciates carried out and enforced. 

doctrines introduced into that Instrument are not 

affording matter for political 
, but for practical use and exec 
> are moving this matter 




wou 













« • 


* ¥ % 


* ** 




nvn must go every othe 
noted and defined b) tf 


A 


*88 
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creed. Every 
, nature and history 
our National Organic Law. 








Very Respectfully,- 




[No. t.} 

THE AMENDMENT TO* OUR NATIONAL COPBTI' 
—PROPOSED BY THE- EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 
THE COUNTRY. 

Erdilors Pan-Handle News: 

» 

As I said in a former number, if is Cite' right, and becomes the duty' 
of every citiaen to know the origi? t, nature and history of what is* 
proposed to be incorporated into that Instrument, which is the 
PaHafcttum of the civil* and religious rights and liberties we now en¬ 
joy. I concede,- if the instincts of any of my fellow-citizens should 
dispose them* to worship in- church or private dwelling golden calves* 
as- the Israelites did in the wilderness, or pin* their faith to creeds, to 
my mind equally absurd, idolatrous and demoralizing—-they have 
the constitutional right under our Institutions to do* ity while I enjoy a- 
privilege eqpally broad.- 

But when* that portion of rtiy feilow citizens ask that their 
calf or creed be incorporated into and made a part of our 
Constitution* in* which all citizens of whatever religious belief 
equal interest, our relation and rights become entirely changed, 
origin, nature, and history of the matter proposed, is 

a most vital political question* in- which all have 
and as citizens it becomes their imperative 
and sift with the same thoroughness and freedom 
other matter proposed for a like purpose. I am 














will dispute this proposition* 

Now with these views I propose briefly to examine 
Amendment in the order of the branches into 

government owes its 









T 





civil polity established 

; the Nullification 




the free 


bil 


Nullifying Personal 
; the ordinances of Secession 








, to say the least, so-called 
the war, which assumed a result to 
whole tight on the loyal side was professedly 

The dismemberment or 
















and I 


did prevent—viz : 

And descending to lower orders 
contrivance, that of a merchant prince 
New York—the fiats of whose original a; 
t felt and heeded throughout the commercial w 
orporated companies of our country, for railroac 
manufacturing, telegraphic or other purposes—with a 
Garrett, Thompson, Huntington and their like, at their heads 
each wielding its forty or fifty millions, organizing, working and pay¬ 
ing Its scores of thousands of men. 

These, and in fact every individual enterprise, are organised and 
administered by the same processes of enlightened mind, as our Na¬ 
tional Government, differing only in the fact that in the latter all its 
citizens are equally interested. Success or failure in each and all 
depends alike upon organizing and working in harmony, or out of 
harmony, with God’s fixed and unalterable laws. When in harmony 
each may with propriety be said to owe its “authority and power, 
as well as success, to the efficacy of His cooperative laws. 

Now if this co-operative aid of God’s laws to every mind acting in 

with them, is to be enunciated in our National Constitution 


f l 




why limit the declaration to that governmental agent? why not extend 
it to all below, to include individuals ? and also to all above to 
the ascription is equally applicable; as no sane man will 

the divine in the construction and administration 





government, than in other human operations. 

But then, which of the different Gods of the American 

? 



"fc 



to be the 
The Triune God 




The awful and cruel 

the orthodox, with His eternal 
some other, of still different 
this would be to our 




• our seventy 
reader to settle 








s 
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womb as 




proposing this limited enunc 
its origin and history. It had 

of the ages past, and sprung from 
divine right of Kings,” and established 

whose business it was to make 


% « i * 




• * 


divine right ? by abusing and 
inherent in our nature. 


This branch of their Amendment once incorporated, 
ernment made theocratic thereby, the evangelical churches 








as they claim the only true and accredited 
of God’s will, will become an integral and indisppnsiblp part 
government, and their Church and the State indissolubly united ; 
then, backed by the civil power, they will “let slip the dogs of war’ 
fill who shall presume to dissent. Just such another despotism 
our Fathers fled from. 

The second branch of their proposp 4 ^mendment ? \\z: “that the 

Lord Jesus Christ is the Ruler among Nations,” I propose to ex- 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P. 




amine in my next. 

April 21, 1871. 

♦ 

P. S.—-One word to such of your cotemporaries as favor a union 

r » 1 * .• «/'* 1 ' I 

of Church and State by adopting this proposed Amendment—touch¬ 
ing anarchical France as she is to-day and was from 1789 to 1800, to 

which they significantly point. Is there a people in the world that 
have been so priestridden, so priest-befooled and cheated, as thp 
French from their earliest history ? Who that has studied at all 
pauses of their Revolution, commencing in 1789, does not know 
was the oppression and fraud practiced upon that impulsive and 
sentimental people, by successive Kings and their nobility, 
uously aided by a subsidized and corrupt priesthood, until 

bear no more ? and hence the reaction 

r * * 

that period—sending these combined 

• ■ 

? and hence this condensed hatred 









page 24 



cheats at the present time. For 
conservative Sir Walter Scott’s 
edition, by J. and R. Williams i 





It belongs to us 

causes into our government, 
people as a warning, 
introduce them. 






# # * 
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[No. 3.] 

T TO OUR NATIONAL 
BY THE EVANGELICAL 



THE COUNTRY. 


of Pan-Handle News : 









The second branch of the proposed Amendment is 
Jesus Christ is the Ruler among the Nations.” 

Jf it is not, then no honest citizen can wish 
in our Supreme Organic Law. Noah Webster 
term Ruler thus: First, “one that governs, whether 
King, Pope, or Governor ; any one that exercises supreme 

w 

over others.” Second : “one that makes or executes laws in a 










£d or free Qovernment 

jrulers.” 


magistrates 


called 



Now it is clear Jesus is not the ruler of nations in the sense and 
meaning of this definition. And it is also clear according to His 
four biographers, that during his sojourn on earth He uniformly re¬ 
nounced and disclaimed all Civil and Political power. ‘*My King¬ 
dom is not of this world,” was His constant asseveration, and to this 
all His acts conformed. Its utter falsity in this sense, therefore, is 
too obvious to justify comment. It can be true, if at all, in a spirit¬ 
ual sense only; that He governs the hearts and guides the intellects 
the people of nations in the making and adniinjist^ripg of their 
And now let us see how %his ls with our own 
# 

To determine this, we must refer to His teachings and 
by His biographers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

practice of the Courts, through which 

and feelings ip governmental affairs 
to the former; and if we find no 
Amendment be shown to be equa 
last sense, I will refer to a 
and then to our American 






/ 




the 











Again 



I refer, first, to His sermon 
37th verse, both inclusive, 
have heard it hath 










t 
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forswear thyself, but 







* t 





en 
C 
Kin 







your 

more 


say unto you, swear not at 

Verse 35 : “Nor by 
; neither by Jerusalem for it is 
; “Neither shall thou swear by 
make one hair white or black.” 
communication be yea, yea, and nay, nay; 

cometh of evil.” 









Now 



is plain language. No person of common sense 









in 



its import. He tells us in the 33d verse that 
ice theretofore was to take oaths, calling God to 

to abrogate, not only this practice, but all other oaths 
which inferior objects are called on to witness. The pith and 
stance of all is, using His own language, “swear not at alL” 

Now, what is the practice of the professed Christian people of our 
Nation in this respect ? Do not all its officers, civil and military, from 

President to Town Constable, take an oath before entering upon the 
duties of his office, to be faithful, and calling upon the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe to be witness? 
this oath afterwards ? 


And then how does he keep 
No juror enters the box, nor witness takes the 

Nor an official act done under our 




stand without taking a like oath. 

system anywhere, but is done under a like sanction. This is done 
daily and hourly by all the so-called Christian sects, except Quakers 

and Moravians, who substitute an affirmation. 

Let us now advert to His teachings in regard to personal injuries, 
and injuries to rights of property. Matthew 5th, verse 39 : “ 

say unto you that ye resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite 

cheek turn to him the other also.” Verse 40 


ut 










on 

will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat 
thy cloak also.” Verse 41 : “And whosoever shall 

with him twain.” Verse 42 : “Give to him 
that would borrow of thee, turn not 

language which no person 
and practice of our so 
? Has not the people 















This is also plai 




what is 
upon 








t and battery against any one 
attempts to, having the 
not these “Christian” 







ter pitching in personally, 
not the Courts sustain and eneour 




State its action for 
‘‘Christian” citizen 
himself of it aftei being 
to go anothef mile ? Has 
felonious, forcible, and even any 















what 



property, including dealis, coats, &c., 

a eftepute by ordering the prosecutor or suiter 
who had taken fo» coat, his cloak also ? 









prosecutor or suiter volunteering, to adjust in that way ? 
las not its Usury laws to prevent its “Christian” citizens from 
on the necessitous by exacting unconscionable interest 
loan of money ? And where is the ‘Christian” citizen that hesitates 
to forclose a mortgage and appropriate to himself properly worth 
twice the amount due when he gets the chance ? 

I might touch upon all the moral duties and obligations, and show 
the practice of our “Christian” citizens as foreign and antagonistic to 
the teachings of Jesus as the foregoing. But those mentioned are 
sufficient to illustrate and establish the truth of my proposition: that 
neither the example nor teachings of Jesus actuate the hearts, guide 
the intellects, or shape the legislation and practice of our “Christian”" 
people, in either Church or Stale, and therefore He could not in 
this be recognized as a Ruler of our nation without uttering what is- 

travel through 


shown to be utterly false. Suppose I was about 

Japan and should be told before entering who the Emperor was, and 
have a copy of his laws placed in my hand, and on traveling through 




find as great antagonism between the laws, and the 
habits of tire people as that before shown, could I hesitate 







in concluding that it was not the author of these laws 
in Japan? Should 1 not conclude there was some 

Other thoughts suggested by the foregoing comparison 

and acts of our “Christian” people I 
are not germain to my present inquiry. 

Ideal presented by Jesus, our Brother, 
eighteen centuries since, when science 

lat they are now; when “the 
darkness comprehended it not 

ckers and speculators 

use Him in their worldlv 










were 
ness and 


















s e 









m 



Ud 

from the depths 
not of this world.” 








# e 



seen from our 






undeveloped state it 
nevertheless one altogether too utopian 
Supreme Rule by which to 
Divest and disabuse Him of what king-craft and 
have woven 











during the last 1545 years, 
heart and head to the reception of Truth coining 













J? 


of which Jesus tells us <f alone ntakes 
oirselves what is Trhth by “the God within the 

i/ } arrd we shall not fail to feel the thfobs of His great 
with ofhers, warming, quickening, and ihlspirin 
whole being. When American citizens shall adopt this course 
thinking and acting,* they rtVay hope to gradually approach that state 
erf earthly perfection when the redl life and teachings of Jesus m; 
properly be made supreme canons in Civil Governments; but not be¬ 
fore. 


In my titfitf $ wilt Cxaihirne the thifd branch of their proposed 
Amendment, Viz: “that his revealed will, the Bible, is the Supreme 



authority in, a Christian* Government.” 


Very Respectfully, 


G. 1 \ 


April 28, 187 r. 
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THE AMENDMENT fey OUR NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 
—PROPOSED BY THE EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 
THE COUNTRY. 

-Hdndle News; 

1 

The thifd branch of their proposed Amendment reads thus ; 1 

Bible is the Supreme authority in a* 












comC to the conclusion 
only in name, he may say 
not refer to them at all, and 
the reader must rememl 







\inendment is onlv another Ecclesiastical fiction 



i 


•m 
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, or application in fact 
vague and airy mysticism 

To show, 








proposed Amendment, it ts strictly 

of the same*. 














our Government to be “Christian,'* 
called the,Bible, the “Supreme 
to be "supreme legal power,”) in that 
and as there can be but otic "Supreme law,*' the Constitution 
by Washington and his co-patriots, State Constitutions, and a 

in pursuance of these Constitutions, are to become subordinate 
and thereafter section second, article 6, of our National Constitution 
will have to be changed so as to read as follows: 

“The book called the Bible, and the laws of the United States 
made in pursuance thereof, shall be the suprente law of the land; 
and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in 
the National Constitution as it heretofore existed, or in the Constitu¬ 
tion and laws of any State, to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

Such would be the inevitable consequence of an adoption of this 
branch of their proposed Amendment. 

Now suppose this should be adopted, and Congress and our Stale 
legislatures go on passing laws as they would of course, and the 


Constitutionality of these laws should be brought before the Federal 


or State Courts, as is now done so frequently— by what standard 
would the Court have to decide the question ? Why of course the 
e, for that would then have become "the Supreme law of 






The word Bible is derived from the Greek word biblos, 

> simply a book ; but custom has limited its meaning to such 
books only as the Ecclesiastics have at different times canon 






written or inspired as they say, by God himself, 
we have at least three different versions: 





Jewish writings only ; the Catholic 
Church has seen fit to canonize ; and 
The adherents to each version claim 


• • 




tr * 







the language of King 

Ecclesiastics put some hundred interpretations, 

antagonizing sects. Now 
> adopt as the standard, 








T 










would receive 


quarrel would be to determine which* c; 
supremacy. This being a 

when, in all probability 

This settled 



v 






honor in this country 






version- a hundred or more competing sects 
different interpretations of the same text hr the 
English translation—each sect claiming to 

And the matter 





guage, 

rfect interpretation or translation ! 

or biblical, of coarse the Ecclesiastics would assume 






$ive jurisdiction, and the Government would end in interminable 
archy, war and blood*! I challenge any man to show these 



quences would not necessarily follow the adoption of this branch 
their proposed Amendment. 

This is the thing the Evangelical ministers of the country have- 
been* for years concocting. They have already gotten it adopted in* 
the form* of resolutions by a htrge number of their sects throughout 

the*country. .they have reduced their proposed Amendment to the-’ 

form* substantially that I-have stated, and placed it iti 1 the hands of 
a United States’Senator to lay before Congress. They have thereby 
thrust it into the'arena of politics, challenging criticism, and are at 
dtis moment, from* Bishop down to Deacon and Warden, urging its* 
support upon the American people by all the varied appliances known* 
tto Jesuitism* Their shibboleth is to arrest and put down Catholicism. 
With* this, they hope to arouse their flocks. They speak weekly- 
nay 0 i-weekly from* 60poo pulpits, at a cost of at least ninety 
a year-, derived* from our people, and no*one to answer them. 

A 

run a religious press at an annual cost to the same people ©f five 
more, in which not srword is admitted advene to their 









They hold under the rod nearly all the secular 
country r that, as a general thing might as well be ei 

almanacs, as the way they are,' so far as 
Government in this respect is concerned ; and still* 

because 1 have mired my 
Mr, Editor, have dared to publish*! 1 ask- the 

ections I have stated* to* their 


, I will proceed to state 













and when 






ter privilege in your paper 

A critical exam ini 
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d)ie 



’ version will come next 


fully appreciate the relig 
clusters around that Book, 
place in our National Polity, and 
political duty will induce me 
the friends of the proposed Amendment 
task. 



argu- 





Very iRespeot fully 


a 



[No. r.] 

T11E PROIH ySRD • CX) NSTIT IT 1X0 N A L C () NV EN TIt) N ■— 
SHOULD IT BE CALLED — THE ADDRESS OF THE 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE DEMOCRAT¬ 
IC PARTY TO THE PEOPLE. 

Editors J’an-Ha die News: 

it was perhaps well enough for the last Legislature to arrange to 

take.the sense of the People on calling a Convention, in accordance 
with one of the wise provisions o \ our present Constitution, that per- 
*mits no body of men‘to take control of (heir Constitution without 
express order and Consent being first obtained. Though after 

4 

rhe Flick Amendment was passed and the disfranchised restored, 

no very obvious necessity for the Legislature making 

at present, as the fitness of the present Constitution has 
partially tried and tested; and the admission 
upon.their own solicitation into the new F 
img it of -course in the condition ahey found it*—furnished no 
As well might a bov or a dozen of them when arrivin 






as yet 











or men relieved of 

’s pardon, claim as a right, 
convened and the 

















class of the enfranchised 
thereby established 









front in 
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‘ir lives, so reg; 
ingenuous statements of the 



Press, 






was a brave Confederate 
man among that class, who oppose 

time, and laughs at 










Politicians now on their account, when 
opposed the Flick Amendment, or 
; and among these the Editors of 
are now most clamorous for a Convention, 
Confederate soldiers who were necessarily 
say when the present Constitution was formed—but in 
sake of the fat paying business as public printers, they 
scheme if accomplished. This class of the late 










fact 





soldiers that were at the front, I honor and esteem, 
really existed any defects requiring a Convention to remedy, 
they should ask it—I would be among the first to aid them, on 
ground that our future interests and hopes were to be the same. 




The only pertinent question now is: is it wise and proper for the 
voters to order a Convention—and this depends, I submit, 011 this 
further question : “Has practical experiment so far, disclosed such 

Wk 

defects, otherwise irremidable, in our State Constitution, as warrants 
the People to call a Convention to revise and remodel it; and incur 
thereby the great expenditure of time and money that will be 
required.” 


This is the question addressed to all the present voters irrespec¬ 
tive of antecedents, and no man who duly appreciates its nature, 
magnitude and far reaching consequences th^t are to follow, will re¬ 
but one rising above all party consid- 


gard it as a partisan question, 




The Address above referred to, has the appearance 

with great study and care, inspired by persons 
whose aspirations, and fossil prejudices the present 

stands—and hence among other aspersions, 

Constitution so this address can 
defects and weaknesses that can 






Instrument. These I 
to those defects 
denunciations and 
a little singular 


charged, 



been 










m « 




ann 


irties, should address 
it to be their cottvi 













and then in 

party question, and urge its 
Convention—assigning as a reason, 
ature voted against submitting the 
since had opposed the Convention, 
reconciled with honesty and straightforwardness 
But to their specific charges. 














charge that since the people have put their 
possession of the Government, it is 

should be put in possession of the whole ; and a prime 
their Convention, I presume, is to rotate the present incumbents out 
Their motives and feelings are patent, but how the public is to 
benefitted by the operation, is not so clear; though they say “we owe 
it to ourselves as well as the whole people to see to it that we are 
found wanting in this our first administration of its affairs.” “Found 
wanting” in what ? The natural inference is from what precedes in 
their address, it is in the devilment they have just been charging on 
their opponents, it would seem unnecessary for them to have pro¬ 
claimed with so much emphasis their fixed determination in this re¬ 
spect. The people already anticipate as much, judging from their 
conduct last winter. 

2nd. They charge in their indictment that the present Constitution 
was framed “amid the conflict of arms and throes of Revolution.” 
This might have been the case where they were at the time, but there 
was nothing of it at Wheeling to disturb the deliberations of the Con- 

And still it 





that framed the present Constitution, 
acknowledged, there were eminent dangers and uncertainties hanging 

Nation at the time, that impressed its members with 
felt when the Declaration of Independence 
when our National Constitution was 








cumstances that cause men of whatever experience 
have a lively sense of responsibility, and to act honestly 

Again, they say “ 

■, representing but a small 












The number 




exceeded fifty, 
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County Register , a 
Confederate soldier who 




the peop 
for 





in the Wheeling fnletUgenccr 
grand old County feel in relauiou 

I wish f had mom to 







.better 


I can say. ft may-not be amiss 
leading men of both political parties 
that Convention. The Hon. B-enj. H. 
Daniel Lamb, Hon, John Hall. Would these men 
at the head of the Democratic party of the State, make a 












was 4< odious and unjust ? 


ft 






There were also, Hon. W. T. Willey, Hon. Peter (L Van 
Hon. James H. Brown, late President of the Court of Appeals, 
Governor Stevenson, Hon. Lewis Rufener; Circuit Court Ju 
Hons. E. £. Hall, Robert Ervine, Chapman J. Stewart, John 
Dille, Thomas W. Harrison, the late E. H. Caldwell ; also Judge 
Soper, Hon. John J. Brown, Hon. James VV. Paxton, the late Rev. 
Gordon Battelle, Rev. Joseph S. Pomeroy, Rev. T. H. Trainer 
and others equally earnest and patriotic, though of less celebrity. 
Think these *men, circumstanced as they were, would have made a 
Constitution deserving to be styled “odious and unjust!” And by 
whom ? Let the accusers answer, and reveal their own individual 




history during that trying period. But 1 return to ihe indictment. 

They further charge that after eight years experience, portions of 
•the Constitution have been “demonstrated to be unsuited, very costly 
and unwieldy, and can be so altered as to greatly simplify and save 
nruoh money.” Where is the evidence of any such practical 
Stratton ? I aver, and am prepared to maiutain, that the Government 
when administered in accordance with the letter and spirit 

Constitution, is the simplest and cheapest among 

The expensiveness heretofore, is wholly 
to vicious ation* creating superfluous offices to quarter 

and careless management 

w 

in any part of our present 
the Legislature possesses the amplest 
I voted the Democratic ticket 






4^n 















; 

expectation a Democratic Legislature if elected, would 
dy the monstrous evils they had so long and so justly 







any considerable 

the politician portion 







I 



# * 
* 









t 


'1 

J 



to 
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ion, and sought to 

jone enfranchisement, so that by 
would get af Convention. The Flick 

,* awd now they are 

vicious legislation* upon the Constitution 

there as its natural fruit. T 








of its authors. The manifold 





fe' legitimate frcrit of the present 
> afe* the legitim'ate fritit of the graftcF, 






mafy happen to pefch. 

Very Respectfully, 



C 




June i-6th> *87 ». 



[So. 2.J 

PROPOSE!) constitutional convention 

SHOULD IT BE CALLED—THE ADDRESS OF THE 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE- DEMOCRAT¬ 
IC PARTY TO THE PEOPLE. 

Editors Pan- Handle News : 

The question is: “Has practical experiment so fa*v disclosed stieh 

•Mil 

•Meets, otherwise irremidible, in our State Constitution’ as warrants 

w 4 

the people to call a Convention to revise and remodel k> afcnl incur 
thereby the great expenditure of time and money that will be re- 
quired ?” Commencing, then, where I left off in my last number: . 






3, Their next charge is: the great wrong for the people to 
to call a Convention for the accommodation of the recently enfran¬ 
chised. About this 1 have already said sufficient. The class 
went to the Front have the good sense not to ask fb* it; 
class, the skulking, cowardly politicians, who are 

not deserve to be gratified, unless 
and sufficient cause exists outside of themselves.* 

specific eharga is, that* Sec. 9* of 

apportionments ~ 










ent 






A J? 

after each United States 



population, omitting colored, who have since 






» 


editor of the Monroe Register , in the article 

so satisfactory, that I 
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ie Greenbrier County 
Art. i, See. 7, of the 




m 




and in 





to equal representation in 
nents of representation, 

, as far as practicable shall 

Fourteenth Amendment accepted 
a citizen, and under the Flick 
not our Constitution make him a citizen ? 
necessary to be an opponent of the Constitution, to settle 



# 













The 9th Sec. of Art. 4, on which our cotemporary rests 







tion, must be construed as conflicting with the now recognized “Su¬ 
preme Law,” and is therefore null and void, as far as race is concerned. 

* 

This disposes of that count in their indictment. The importance 
attach to this count the reader may judge by the way they close 
it, viz: “the bare statement of this fact should be sufficient to con¬ 
vince the most skeptical of the necessity for a change in this regard. 

What change could possibly give in this respect, what is not already 
possessed through the Federal and our present State Constitution* as 

already amended. 

5. Their next charge is, that the negro is not by the Constitution 

chargeable with a poll tax ; while the “white” man is. Article 8, 
Section 2, of the Constitution which was formed before the negro wa9 
freed, provides that “white male inhabitants” of twenty-one years of 
age shall pay a capitation tax of $1.00; but no where forbids the 
Legislature imposing a like tax on the negro. After the latter 
came free, in 1864, our Legislature imposed a like tax on 
negroes of twenty-one years of age, and have continued to 

the negroes have paid without- objection. See 
West Virginia, page ill, and session acts, 1864, page 
now become citizens and voters, to which under our 

taxes attaches, it is just and right 
status the Legislature has the 
to impose the tax—being no 
nstrument from doing so ; and if it were 

might be amended in 
was accomplished, without 

— the Ratification taking place at the 










ob! 
and in 


rieht 











m 








ie general election is held. Hut it is dear 
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ed “in 






hich they mean, tore out, and one 
Their animus for this is disclosed 









of the 






efore referred to, where they say they 
of the C Government, and the public 


lively requires they should have the whole* All the present 
officers from President of Court of Appeals to justices of tb 









“reformed’* or rotated out by their regenerated Con 



and members of their Rings arc to be rotated in. 


Hence 


are lavish and fierce in their denunciations of this branch. 



charge the present incumbents with “weakness and inefficiency.” 

'They charge that their decisions have been made from “partisan 
feelings and favortisms,” and become “subjects of jibe and jest,’* 
that the Legislature has had to remove two of the judges. They 
arraign the system itself as having failed to secure either “honesty, 
faithfulness, or capability,*’ and then complain because our Constitu¬ 
tion gives to a bare majority elected to the Legislature power, to re¬ 
move any judge for “misconduct, incompetence or neglect of duty, 
or conviction of any infamous offence.*’ Hut they insist that the re¬ 
generated Constitution that is to rotate themselves in, shall have high 
bars to keep themselves when once rotated in, from the “mere brute 
force of the Legislature”—as they term it, requiring a majority of 
not less than two thirds of the Legislature to reach them, however 
unfit they might prove or become. 



* a n 




* <8 aJ 8 


Now this is about their view of this branch. Their imputations 
>on the present incumbents are altogether unmerited and unjust, 
id their suggestions of Reform are irreconcilable And conflicting, 
ley complain of unfaithful Judges in one breath, and in the next 
eath complain because our Constitution provides a speedy and ef- 
:tua! way to get rid of such unfit and unworthy Judges. Their 
ggestions are a senseless jumble, designed only to humbug the peo- 
2, and rotate the present incumbents out, and themselves in ; and 

i 

m put up high bars to keep the people and their “brute Legisla¬ 
te** at a distance I Our Judges are elected for terms of six and 
elve vears, while our Legislators are elected unnuullv, and are of 




icdiately responsible to the people, 
ieople intrust the Legislature with 


(U' 


this 


* a a # a 







faithful and uprig 











over their 



















execution 










ic opposite character has cause 
right (hat the people should 
Absolve any men from responsibili 
become Tyrants. I here quote 

gister “"Again regarding the* reform- 
delay is the great complaint. We are 
the corrective entirely inf its control, 
justice may be sscored/ by #he institution 
Judges of competent jurisdiction* holding roontlNy session 

iwent passed in the* way the Flick was,* will insure this 
Legislature possesses unlimited power lo increase 
her of Circuits a*nd Circuit Judges, if found to be needed*, 
tfiiv change* in* tJhe ptfesenl Constitution—-power t5o make each County 
a Circuit with a separate Circuit Judge, if required. 

f. Their next claim for a Convention is to adopt the scheme 
representation which secUFes to the minority a .cuvtak* amount of 

representation. The scheme is new and untried; it has just been 
put on trial in some of the States.- It would hardly pay for our peo¬ 
ple to incur the cost of a Convention* for the sake of embarking in a 
mere experiment. 

I again quote from our Monroe friend his remarks on the township 
system and the ballot: "The Constitution* onfy provides six officers 
in each Township* A few of them only receive nominal compensa¬ 
tion. We consider the Township system as the model of local self- 
government and eminently American* and Democratic. Objection is 
made to the ballot. We reply, God help the poor citizen should its 
friendly shelter be torn from his homestead! Does any sane 
bel ieve that any proprietor in the Greenbrier valley would hesitate 
annihilate am unfortunate dependant, who would dare to* 

a nrartfy (!) viva voce,“ No,’ r at the Lolls ? 
es that with a Christian faith, we know* It 
as o m cotemporary says to put fifty 
Legislature. Article tl, of the Constitution 
the number that may be proposed 
course to specific Amendments 

through as the Flick Amendment was 

not a resident of Wheeling, 
er County in the midst of those 

ss toils us the I 
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Can we hesitate which 
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m, his estimate 
man in the State, compare 
YVhat honest lieart does 
says in this respect, 
dva voce,” that enah 
ject to their will, when 'exercisin 

> purse power 




















answered I think m\ their specific charges, 

(they declare our present Constitution to be “odious and 

a Convention t© remedy it. There is no ground, 
a Convention—absolutely none ; but only a necessity for the 
•electing an honest Legislature and detmanding that It repeal all 
vicious, unnecessary laws, abolish all superfluous offices, and biin 
the Administration of the Government to that simplicity and econ¬ 
omy, which the present Constitution contemplates, in all its depart¬ 
ments, including the School system. 

In my next I will endeavor to show the disastrous consequences 
-and the vast expenditure of time and money, that must follow a 
sanction by the people of the wild and wholly uncalled for scheme, 
of these politicians. 


Verj Respectfully, 


ti. 1 


June 23, i&jz. 
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THE PROPOSED .CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 






j Editors 



I) IT BE CALLED—THE ADDRESS 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (>E THE DICMOC 

TV TO THE PEOPLE. 

Handle JVews ,* 

not all of them be conversant with Artie 
Constitution, that provides the two 

explain them: 

s that no Convention shall be c 
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people by a majority 
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)osc, shall order it; ; 
liosen earlier than a 





cring, is officially declared. The final w 

until submitted to the 














such 



that the Legislature may at 
propose “any amendments to the 

amendments are to be 





the State, three months at least before the 
succeeding Legislature, which can approve or disapprove; 

it is its duty to submit the same at such time as i 
best, to the people for ratification, or rejection. If two or more 

amendments be submitted at the same time, the vote on 








r 11 


1 



ratification or rejection shall be taken on each separately 
last is the inode in which the Flick Amendment was accomplished. 

Now if the first mode is adopted by the people ordering a Con¬ 
vention, they commit and surrender absolutely the whole Constitution 
into the hands and absolute control of such Convention, to do with 
it as it chooses, with this single proviso, that the Convention shall 
submit its “final work” to the people to be adopted as a whole, or 
rejected as a whole, without the power of adopting such parts as 
shall suit them, and rejecting the rest. And hence the Legislature 
in its law last winter submitting the question, defines the powers and 
duties of the Convention in this respect, if one be ordered, in these 
words: “to consider, discuss, and propose a new Constitution, or 
alterations and Amendments to the existing Constitution of the State 
See Section 17, of that Act; also Section 20, same Act: “The 
vention shall provide by ordinance or otherwise for submitting 
Constitution” (meaning its “final work”) “to the people 
or rejection,” as a whole of course. The people 
certainly will not put themselves in this disadvanta 
relation to their organic law, unless there is shown 
some urgent, adequate necessity for doing it. 1 

necessity to exist ? But then, they tell us if 
work” of the Convention sufficiently to adopt 
—which will leave the Constitution 


we can 










mm 

















a glorious jollification and n 
will have to pay the cost of 





the tax-payers, 
if the second mode be 
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' experience to 
* number of specific ament 
attire, having been chosen 













mgs 






amendments, can approve or 
case any be appproved, it becomes it 
approved to the people at the next 
exigency requires ; when the people 
or reject such as they choose; and incur no 
—and will all the while hold in their own 
exclusive control, their Constitution, instead of yielding it 
now proposed, to the tender mercies of the politicians, to reve 

4 

a gratification of their varied and in most cases, hostile 
ordinary business matter, would any prudent man 
which mode to adopt? The amending of our Constitution 
shown to require it, is purely a practical business matter, of the high¬ 
est importance. But let us see for a moment what consequences 

# 

must follow their proposed scheme if carried out. The Address 
specially proposes to “reform” (which means change) “in toto,” the 
whole Judiciary system, and root out the entire township which has 
now become so intimately interwoven with our whole system of State 
polity. These changes, if they should go no further, will necessitate 
another new Code of laws—of the time and money required for this, 
our people have had some experience of late. I know the politicians 
tell us the mother State revised her Constitution in 1829, and again 
in 1850, and in neither case had a new Code made. I answer, neither 
of these Conventions made Radical changes in the organic structure 
of her State polity. They only modified to some extent her basis 
representation, and changed the mode of appointing some of 
officers. Her case, therefore, is no guide to us, for our 





propose to knock our present judiciary system and township 


out 
Code 







scheme if a 


Constitution altogether ; and all portions of 
rest upon the parts removed, must of necessity 

A new Code conforming to their re 
become absolutely necessary to get 
grateful to lawyers and politicians 
progress, must necessarily produce 










politicians as appears from their press 

address stops—but propose 
the ballot—restoring 











Constitutional restriction 
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same “log-rolling 
the specious pretext 
the old State 



debt, 
merits, 







of result in her 

never received but a small 
into the pockets of her 





of this her vast expenditure, that remains w 
our own Territory, and compare that product with v\ 
done, and is doing, by individual capital and enterprise 

icy of the New State; the Chesapeake & Ohio 
for instance, which in a year and a half will be completed throug 













our State, and connect the waters of the Chesapeake with 
To accomplish which the old State had labored through her 
dans for forty years, and had accomplished—what? But one thing i 
certain if our people after so much labor and so much expenditure 
during the last ten years in bringing our system of polity and Juris¬ 
prudence to the point it is now in, and as now evidenced by our new 
Code, containing the Constitution on which it is based, now, or soon 
to be, in the hands of capitalists and business men throughout the 
country-—securing their general approval and confidence as I have 
reason to believe-—shall now idiotic like sanction the scheme propos¬ 
ed by the politicians, and go to work tearing everything up when 
there exists no cause whatever—we shall forfeit the good opinion and 
confidence of that class of men so essential to the future of the 
State. They would as soon invest money in anarchial Paris, as in 
West Virginia, while controlled by a people that should act so in¬ 
sanely. 

The politicians also complain that the present Constitution i 
too many restrictions on their powers ; that it is a “Code of 1 
when it should be only “a declaration of principles”—by which 

Sr 

mean—“glittering generalities,” that they may construe to 

or white, as may suk their corrupt 
defects in this respect, it is because the present 
too few, instead of to© many, of 

rights. 











lion 


our 








seat 

them 



egenerated” Constitution 

of office in the State 










process of rotating out 
opponents, but 
four y 
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necessity share the same 
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the politicians move ? 

I assurance throughout the State that 

How save ? Trust them 













not the 
inachin 


save, if they would, when their 
is once set agoing. The only safety ot 

in preventing the starting of their 
voting down the Convention. They 
course. See and ponder well the 17th and 
before quoted, defining the powers and duties of 
if called. 

# 

One word now respecting the cost of their scheme should it 
coinplished, in which as a tax-payef 1 feel a lively interest. 1 
winter as an auxiliary for getting the Legislature to submit the ques- 
, a partisan committee was appointed to report the probable cost 
of carrying through the scheme proposed not including the new 
Code, I presume ; and this committee reported the total cost at 
$37,503 —but omitted to give us the cents 1 The entire unreliability 
of estimates gotten up by politicians when they seek to get the Legis¬ 
lature and people committed to a favorite scheme, is fell and known 
to all Those that have been made for building the Penitentiary, and 
completing the Insane Hospital, are fresh in the minds of all. The 
cost of advertising and printing and holding the required elections by 
the peojple, and the Convention, to cost only thirty-seven thousand 
five hundred and three dollars l Why the present Public Printers 
confidently expect to realize much more than that for their share 
the spoils. And then add for the new Code a proportionate sum 










think, our present Code went into the mill in 1863, was 
constantly being elaborated in some form by well paid agents, 
came out about two months since, requiring a period from seven 

and costing over one hundred thousand 
iticians modestly propose to knock both the 
the head, and start dc novo . 

The official estimate made by Gov. Stevenson last winter 

the way. He certainly could not 
overstated, and his large 
> for obtaining correct 
lent-—the personal and 


and that in 




















the statement, entitle it in tnv i 

the total cost, 
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and time (for 



i 






siness men reckon time as money 
or nine thousand dollars to ill be 

and for 




oao 


have to pay 
voters and tax-payers 
was premature at the start in some of our 
districts (which I certainly am not prepared to admit, 
become so interwoven with our entire State 



me m 





Code, that it cannot now be torn out without lacerating 

# 

bowelin 









entire body politic, the restoration of which 
many years of persistent labor, and expenditure of vast 
money. The genius of Jefferson originated the system in i 
der the name of “wards,” as embodying his ideal of a pure 
feet democracy. Out of respect to his memory no true 
should too hastily cease his labor to realize that great man’s i 
especially when it is being so fully realized in all the great States 
our North and West Let us then continue to advance in the direc¬ 
tion we have started. Let the Legislature abolish superfluous offices, 
and repeal unnecessary, vicious laws, and bring at once the adminis¬ 
tration of the Government to harmonize with the simplicity and econ¬ 
omy the present Constitution contemplates; amend and improve our 
organic law as experience shall show it is required, in the mode the 
Flick Amendment was carried through, imitating more closely the 
organic laws by which the old free States have attained to their present 
greatness—instead of turning back, as the politicians propose, and 
resuming for our young and vigorous State, an obsolete organism 
fashioned in the interest of slavery, that is now abolished. 

“Let the dead past bury its dead, 

Act— act with the living present, 

Heart within, and God o’er head.” 

Mark one thing: if either political party commits itself to 



necessary, but purely selfish scheme of these politicians, it wi 
sunk beyond hope of recovery by its weight before it 

meantime, from its length of tail and many stings 








any party to handle. 


Very Respectfully, 


June 30, 
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afterwards published through the West Virg 
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, Col. B. H. 




, and by 
; but I was 
of the election the 
jo,it© for the call, and 27, 
ate vote of 57,858, and this after 
had been enfranchised, and were 















Delegates subsequently chosen, assembled in Convention 

third Tuesday of January following, formed 
Ratification the fourth Thursday of August following, 
modified Constitution. During the canvass 1 submitted 
Press the foliowing remarks; 




[No. t.J 

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION* TO BK VOTED ON THE 

FOURTH THURSDAY IN AUGUST. 


j Editors f VkecMng inieMgencer c 

Myself with other unprejudiced- and unaspiring tax-payers opposed 
the calling of the Convention, for the reason we were unable to see 
any necessity for the expenditure of the time and money that would 
be required. A Convention, however, was called, as appeared by 
official proclamation, by a very small majority of those voting. 


I have always regarded the making, or altering of a Constitution, in 
no sense a party question ; and though political, as one of such trans¬ 
cendent importance, and the instrument of such permanent character 




in a greater or less degree the future organism of the S 
in our graves and present political parties are extinct 
lively demand of every honest citizen to la 

, schemes and aspirations of the 







subject simply as a citizen and a man 
is State, and posterity, as well as 


t 






for. 







*tr 



views I need not say with what re 
>ersonal appeals to the most selh: 
Convention make in order to induct 
their resort to such tin wort 


««■ 







new or 
for that 
purely 



estimate of the irrtrinrsic merit 
venders of spurious articles 
to unworthy means. 

duty of adopting, or 
Constitution, would seem 
alone^ without coupling with it 
attractions- 



















express 
the 




briefly to'notice some of the objectionable 
instrument, in the first plate, it is nearly 
Constitution. Truth and true-principles are 
harmonious, and require only a few rig hr words 
our Federal Constitution so strikingly illustrates, 
enunciation* of false principles, and untruths, always contradictory 
that require an 1 encWess string of words in order to conceal the 
and* give a* show of plausibility arvd decency. 

m second clause of section 2 , article r, enunciates GalhounV 
dbgma of nullification and secession, Which has proved the source of 
sO’rtttidi national ahef ihdividual sacrifice and Woe. Do they suppose 
that we the people of the State, who alone hold the sovereign power* 
are going to intrust to the Legislative, Executive or Judieiai servants- 
that may be chosen from time to time—to decide for us whether irV 
any case the Federal Government has encroached* on the rights re¬ 
served to States or the people respectively; and if our State servants- 
decide affirmatively, then* mfckibg k “their high* and solemn duty to* 
guard and protect us against 4 such encroachments.’ 7 How are the 
State servants going to do thisj ubless in the way the officers of South 
Carolina attempted in* *832 ? This Mr. Webster pointed out 
Mr. Haynes in his celebrated reply to that gentleman in 1830. 

I should think our people had- got enough of the bitter fruits 

already, fn any act* of the Federal Government 
on our reserved rights the people of al 
be equally interested ; and with them as 

our State most unite and put the Federal a 
it, as proposed, the “high* and solemn 
for the time compose oin¬ 
state in a war with the 




















have been informed that a distinguished* friend 

ower end of the State, advises 
people from holding office, because 
reconstruct West Virginia. 











ffiom 
Induce 



secession 





Do they really think that 
during the late rebellion, 
Constitution the same old heresy that 
secession and .rebellion ? 





were 





















Sec, 5, Art 2 places resident aliens on the same -footing with crti 
aens as respects the purchase, holding, descent and 

our State. I shall only suggest the door that 

open. It would make it possible for every 

to become owned by persons owing 
some foreign power, and of course none to our Government; 
(transmit the same by descent, the same as citizens, to such kin as 
our law would be his legal heirs—regardless of the Government 
#owed allegiance to, or where they reside. Suppose every other State 
in the Union should adopt a similar provision, and the subjects of the 
European powers should undertake to largely .buy up our lands—how 
would our National Government stand affected in case of a war with 
.these European powers ? It would find the lands within its jurisdic¬ 
tion, through State action, transferred to and owned by persons owing 
allegiance, not to itself, but to,the powers it was warring against. Not 
owing allegiance they would be incapable of committing treason—for 
which alone forfeitures are allowed under the hedoral Constitution. 
Is it likely the Federal Government would allow State provisions like 
the one proposed, to be very extensively carried out ? I think not. 
Moreover, it does away with one -of the strongest inducements for¬ 
eigners have to become naturalized citizens , as it allows them the 

control of our lands, while they remain aliens and foreigners. 



As the getters up of the wholly uncalled for Convention—as 
cesult lias shown, which unprejudiced and unaspiring voters 

—have become divided between Camden and 








hostile as would seem—-the latter should consent to v 



humbug, 
•the same 
unite 


the rival candidates without first having assurance 
aid will aid them in voting down the Constitution 
The Conventionists last winter formed the Cam in: 

the proposed Constitution. Let 





Very Respectfully, 


G. F 
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[No. 2.] 
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' I) CONSTITUTION, TO 

Fourth Thursday in august. 

Intelligencer : 

Section 4, Article 3, provides that the writ of 
not, in any case, be suspended. The Federal Constitution 

Constitution of every State in the Union in terms 
or implied provides that it may be “when in case of Rebellion 
surrection the public safety may require it.” 

Why the omission in the proposed Constitution of the exception 
which the combined wisdom of our countrymen since the achievement 
of our Independence has seen proper to make in all their Constitu¬ 
tions or organic laws ? Have they all been mistaken and left it for 
the Convention assembled at Charleston last winter to first discover 
the mistake ? The Constitution they propose for our adoption makes 
our State a qualified sovereign power, at least, against which treason 
may be committed, and rebellion and insurrection against its author¬ 
ity, may oc^ur—as it did in the Dorr Rebellion in Rhode Island in 
1842; and provides for a State militia and makes the Governor Com¬ 
mander-In-Chief, and makes it his sworn duty to suppress rebellion 
and insurrection against its authority. How is he going to do it, un¬ 
less himself as Commander-in-Chief of the war power of the State, 
or the Legislature, has the power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus , 



as 

1842 ? 
which 






Legislature of Rhode Island did in the Dorr Rebellion 
Until this is done all the Civil Courts—a majority, 
favor the insurgents— have the power through 
to take and bring before them and set free 
liberty is restrained, and discharge and 
of the Governor’s militia force, leaving the Governor 

his conscience to put down the 
take care that the laws be faithfully 

to assist 1 How can he 


in 



of 






even a corporal 








these 





when 

on writs of habeas corpus y and when 
either attending Court, or 
other obvious reasons, 
exception in their 




m 





401 


# n s? a *u» 
^illlr 






it of personal liberty 
adopted it will take from 




; or existence* especu 
ves of their invitation to 












out due 




of same Article is equally novel 
shall be deprived of life, liberty or 
law, and the judgment of his 
contained in the Fifth Amendment 
proposed 1 think by Virginia in 1789, and 
, in every State Constitution that has been 
The terms “due process of law” has been uniformly construed 
mean, for causes, and in the mode existing laws prescribe. 






Justices of the Peace have uniformly imprisoned and deprived per¬ 
sons of property which they honestly believed they owned, without 
the intervention of juries ; so our Courts of Chancery throughout the 
country, are daily deciding on the rights, and transferring from one 

person to another through their Commissioners, immense properties 
without the intervention of juries, that is, “the judgment of their 
peers so in our army in pursuance of the articles of war establish¬ 
ed by Congress, members of the U. S. Army are tried and deprived 
of their liberty, and often of their lives, by Courts Martial, composed 
always of superiors, and not of their equals in rank, in other words 
their “peers,” which literally means equals in rank, and in common 
law parlance ordinarily a jury of twelve men. What use or applica¬ 
tive Conventionists expected the phrase to have in our system of 
government, 1 am unable to conceive; unless it be to give 
endless law-suits. For while they give Justices of the Peace jurisdic- 
in civil matters to decide, and deprive parties of property to 







amount of $100, with unlimited power to arrest and commit in 
criminal cases—they expressly forbid their having juries in 

they any provision requiring our Chancery 
juries. 

same article provides that when a 
Court for any sum over $20—say $20 
ve men to try the same; but if he 

afterwards appeals to the 
less number 


such ; 


Section 1 








The wisdom and 
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not be 






may be 
the Federal 

12th declares in effect 
prove their right to vote 
ister at any time—and Section 
course throws up on the 
r to hear evidence and decide, 
the various and often intricate questions 
qualification to vote of the numerous persons 
Nearly every State in the Union has a law requiring these 

and decided, and the names of all such as 



cat- 















qualified to vote entered on a register, previous to the day 
tion; so that the superintendents on the day of election have 
attend to receiving the votes of those whose names have been 
viously registered* and also such as are able to show reasonable cause 

for not having previously attended* proved their right to vote, 
had their names registered- Our present Constitution aphorizes the 
Legislature to make a similar law. What could have been the motive 
for the Convention ists thus throwing upon the superintendants the 
hearing and deciding the various questions that arise* and attending 
to receiving the ballots, keeping order &c., at one and the same time? 
It certainly confines the hearing and decision of these important 
questions to a few moments of time by officers who have enough else 
to attend to. 

M 

The lest oaths they have so much complained of, would apply 
equally to the time they propose for determining who are entitled to 
vote; and besides, all these are now abolished ; and can, by no 

revived, unless a portion of our people dc-citizcnize 






again by becoming public enemies to the United States 
emiaent; which I hope is not contemplated—though I 
are several features in the proposed Constitution that 



thai 





could they not be attributed to the peculiarity 
fossilized prejudice inflamed by chagrin. 

Very Respectfully, 



G. P 


July 
P. S 





When you speak of me as a Democrat 

of the Greeley stamp. 







[No. 3.] 

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION, TO BE VOT 

FOURTH THURSDAY IN AUGUST. 

Intelligencer j 

Article 6, Section *6, requiring the members of 

' on the duties of ibeir office to take m 















of office, an oath not to accept bribes—that is not 
inrit an infamous crime while acting, in their official capacity—is 
and rrtust disparage* oifr people in fh£* df civilized com 






ifnunities everywhere*. Why not sweatf lh£m n6f to ftnfcak any 
commands of the decalogue during the'sanffe' peViorf? Why not 
minister a like oath to the Executive aftd Judicial officC/s? In what 
a humiliating aspect it would present our people to the moral sensed 
of the world, who will, and* rightly too, regard our officers as reflect¬ 
ing the character of their constituences ? Officers requiring such- 
oaths are not the persons to be entrusted with the high* and solemn 
duty of deciding for us when the Federal Government shall encroach* 
upon our reserved rights,- and of guarding and protecting us at all¬ 
hazards—even to waF with the Federal Government. In enlighten¬ 
ing the intellect and elevating, the moral tefre of the constituency^ 
lies the only remedy —and not in precautionary oaths, or the infliction 
of infamous penalties. 





Section 35, of same article declares thus: “The State" of 
Virginia shall never be made defendant in any Court of Law 
Equity.” Suppose okl Virginia should sue her again in the 

Supreme Court as she did recently to recover Jefferson 
Counties, and the United States Supreme Court 
action, as k certainly would-^what would our 

with the **high and solemn duty” 
the- State Constitution of course 









do, bein 






the Federa 






nothing- short of a declaration* 
, whose Constitution says 
made defendant, in the 
suffice. And then the State 

under Col. Haynes and 














them. 1 



> 





464 





US 





This 


be discharged short 
was, doubtless, the omission to 

Ordinance of Separation passed 
nia, assembled at Wheeling 
substance a contract which the 











not permit our people to violate in any form 

recognises it or not. Their omission 
Constitution the purpose they avow 

while it stamps our people with 






, release us from our just liability in regard 




Section 39 of the same article would seem to so far restrict 
in regard to special and local subjects, as to require all 





in 

application to be coextensive with the limits of the State, and far 
above the practical local needs of the people, which are constantly 
changing. 

Article 7, section 1, the union of the duties of Attorney- General 
and Reporter of Court of Appeals decisions, in the same person, 
would seem to me to be often embarrassing, if not wholly incompati¬ 
ble. Why require the Executive officers, as Auditor, Treasurer, &c. f 
except the Attorney-General, to “reside,” that is, have their families 
located at the seat of Government during their term of office ? It 
would often enhance their expenses—and wherein benefit the public ? 

The Court of Appeals proposed, is to consist of four Judges instead 
of three as now. The almost universal practice throughout the civil- 
world is to have an odd number, three, five, seven, nine, &c., so 
as to render it impossible for them to stand equally divided on any 
question ; and produce in every case a decision that shall be 
ed as a precedent. When from accident or otherwise, an 

present and they equally divided, the 

and the decision considered a binding 
Constitution adopts this rule with its four 
instance, their decision is not to 

In 



















ixm 






beyond the case itself. 

question is undecided and open for future 
present number the question 
all time, and all cases. The 
all the work of our little Stale 
the Conventionisls had, e 









t 


465 



pcumbents and make a nice p 

for further litigation 









am unable 




a year 



have nine Circuit Judges, each 







the next judicial grade below, they 



Judge to 






Courts, one for each County, com 
by vote of each County, who is to 
in his County each year—at four of which 
justices of the Peace are to sit with him, and at the other two 
a majority of all the Justices of the County are to sit with him 
judge is to have $4 a day for the time he sits, and his associates $3 
each. Of course the compensation paid will not secure a County 
Judge of any considerable legal attainment; and still they propose 
clothe his Court with large law and equity jurisdiction, and give him 
a grand and two petty juries with all the attendant officers/that attend 
the Circuit Court, where a Judge presides who is learned in the law, 
knows what it is, is competent to instruct all in attendance, including 
lawyers and juries, in that regard ; is master of his position, able, com¬ 
petent and disposed to dispatch the business by administering the 
law. While the County judge, though a good man otherwise, has 
never studied the law, and don’t know what it is that he has under¬ 
taken to administer; the lawyers will lead him by the nose, tangle him 
up and confound him with their legal quibbles and sophistries, while 
grand and petty juries and suitors with their witnesses from all parts 
of the County, are in attendance, enjoying the sport, or sharing the 
mortification—at a cost to the County and parties of hundreds of 
dollars per day ! I have not overdrawn the picture, as any one 
has witnessed the workings of the old Virginia County Courts, 
say—Courts that belong as emphatically to the past, as the pyramids 
and mummies of Egypt. And still the Convention seriously 

system in place of our present simple, 
of conducting our County and Judicial 
:e, learned in the law and master of his 


a Circuit 











year, dispatches the business 
releases the County and parties 

; while our Boards of Supervi 
iness men, manage and dispatch 

and internal concerns 
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ery man to his ow 
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is master of. Talk about the econo 
propose to pay the County 
g when we consider the 
and petty juries, suitors, witnesses 
y accompany their sessions—all 

want of a competent legal 
, direct and control With equal propriety 
might employ a common farmer or mechanic and 
head of one of his immense Dry Goods stores, to 

numerous employees, and call it economy, because 
at two dollars per day ! It is amusing after surveying (he 
subjects and duties they propose to devolve on the County 

to Section i, Article 5, which undertakes carefully to define 
separate the duties of legislative, executive and judicial officers, 
expressly forbids those of one department exercising the duties 
properly appertaining to either of the others—they devolve 
on their County Court the duties of three departments in one confus¬ 
ed medley. They give Justices of the Peace jurisdiction throughout 
their respective Counties — and the party suing may compel his op¬ 
ponent to travel the whole extent of his County to attend a justice 

41 

court. They have jurisdiction in civil matters to $100, but when 
over $20 the defendant may at once remove the suit to the County 
Court. Their main purpose appears to be, to make it necessary in 
all cases to employ lawyers and oblige all parties and witnesses to 

come to them at the County seats, where are to be established again 
the County Courts with their rings, once so famous in Virginia, and 
to which and the Calhoun dogma of which they were the chief ex¬ 
pounders, the late rebellion in a great measure owes its origin. 


Very Respectfully, 


G. P, 



30 , 1872. 


[No. 4.] 

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION, TO BE VO 

FOURTH THURSDAY IN AUGU 


Intelligencer : 

their County Court humbu 
secure the adoption of its 



The 














i 


467 



tiames 




any County, or 
the assistance of 
County Courts. See Section 34, 

, the third grade of 
as many different names as 





and m 


Courts 












secure the same pernicious 
that may be selected. What 
names, our State would exhibit in this 
each performing the duties that the citizens 
most interested in, and be obliged to consult, as 
ers of deeds, taxes, &c. How can these find out the names 
-officers to be addressed ? This feature is indeed original. It is 
known to every other State in the Union, and I think the civil! 
world. A uniformity of names as well as powers of Courts 
same grade, are always preserved throughout all the Counties of 
States, excepting only in incorporated cities and towns. 

By Section 4 Article 9 they propose another novelty equally un¬ 
known in our American system. It is, I think, a universal practice to 
remove from office judicial officers for malfeasance, misfeasance, or 
neglect of duty therein, by impeachment by -the popular branch of 
the Legislature, and conviction by the Senate ; or by the address or 
resolution of the Legislature. 

The framers propose to remove the County Court Judges by hav¬ 
ing them indicted for either of said causes, and convicted before the 
Circuit Court in the same manner as is done with horse thieves and 
other felons. This is novel indeed, and illy comports with the im¬ 
posing dignity with which they propose to clothe their County Courts, 
or the independent judiciary they promised. Why, it would make 

these grave dignitaries, while presiding with his magis- 

on either hand, over an immense and 








of grand and petit juries, lawyers, sheriffs 
liable to be seized and carried away at 
on capias issued—on indictmeut found in the Circuit Court 

of 


merely, at the instance of a 


ea n 

What a spectacle such an occurrence would present 
fellow citizens to pause here a moment and compare 

present township system, which Mr 
Each township with its justice, whose 

9 

whom his townsmen can 

as a jury, 
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disputes, and without the ait 
township system with its 
children, and as our 
and training American 
Courts and their 












us, and as yet but partially, and 
tried. Other States we may- 



have 











and now cherish the system. 

seems to me objectionable on many 
obvious purpose seems to be to secure votes by appealing 
existing popular prejudice against the Baltimore & Ohio and 

large railroad corporations, and in their eagerness to 
this prejudice to the support of their proposed Constitution, 
have gone in many instances to ridiculous lengths, to lengths 
must beget infinite litigations, and finally be decided in favor of the 
companies already in possession of their charters, which are contracts 
that the Federal Constitution and the uniform decisions of the Fed¬ 
eral Courts abundantly protect and uphold. What right has our peo¬ 
ple, either by its Constitution or Legislature, to restrict or modify the 
rights conferred by any charter granted prior to 1850, wherein such 
right to alter or modify is not expressly reserved in the charter itself? 
Certainly none. Moreover the first Section, prohibiting the Legisla¬ 
ture granting any special charter in any case seems to me unstates¬ 
manlike and unwise. The charters for the various internal improve¬ 
ments through different and dissimilar localities will necessitate differ¬ 
ent and peculiar provisions,' which can only be reached by special 
charters. 

Section 11, Article 12, on education, seems to me particularly 

for it prohibits for all time the establishment of 
schools, whose legitimate object is to qualify 
male and female teachers for our free schools. There is now 

competent teachers. Few of these are 












State 





come from neighboring States- 

mere adventurers, and exact high 
material for making good teachers 
iris afford. Is it not right as well 

our own boys 













character, qualify them 
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•ment, and at the same 




we pay 
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at home among ourselves 
- our own people, our farmers, 

's and girls, no less than the 
schools erected in convenient section 
institutions to do this work most 







impolicy and injustice in absolutely 

I am for encouraging home 
What should we think of our people if, 
wheat, for which there was not remunerative 




d neglect to manufacture it, but purchase their 
stamp abroad at extravagant prices ? 

Article 13 on “Land Titles,” the framers count on as sure 
the support of their instrument all that unfortunate class in 







known as squatters or junior patentees, on whose imperfect 
confused titles our politicians have “lived, moved and had their be¬ 
ing” for the last forty years. They therefore have counted much on 
this article, and are parading it everywhere, and assuring thos 6 they 

have so long managed to dupe, that if adopted, it will take the lands 
of citizens of other States, honestly purchased and taxes paid, which 
persons they call dishonest speculators, and give all to the occupants ! 

I have examined the article and am unable to see how it' can in 
any way, materially benefit or harm this unfortunate class; though I 
can see that the parade they make of it, and disposition and feeling 

shown, will greatly injure our State and people with the citizens of 
other States, whose confidence, capital and co-operation we stand in 
eminent need of at this time. 

t •- 

The 14th Article, their mode of amending the Constitution, 
only material difference between this and Article 12th of the 
Constitution is this: They require a specific amendment 

two-thirds majority of our Legislature before 
while the present Constitution requires 
of a bare majority of our Legislature, and then three 
cation of the proposed amendment before the election 

, so the people may vote with 
a majority of the Legislature so 
. It strikes me the 
reason the proposed 
two-thirds majority of the Le 
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own motion 



may be; and if the Legis 

that was not needed. 






election of the people 




I 


whereas by the present mode 


amendments, 



can 





is competent to propose one 
These have to be published three 
the succeeding Legislature is elected 
consider them, and if not approved, can 
disprove, and this ends the matter, 










expense but the previous publication. 

The permission to the Legislature to lessen the credit 
community of persons whose real and personal property is worth 
$1200 or less, by exempting that amount from being taken for debt, 
would not be likely to be acted on by any Legislature, with the 
sent of that class, as it is the poor and dependent that need 
not the rich and independent. 

The schedule by which they propose to put their plan in operation 
is equally novel and peculiar. If after a month or two for ascertain¬ 
ing, it shall appear that a majority voting has approved of their in¬ 
strument, it is to take effect and be in operation from one minute past 
midnight preceding the day of the election. That is some eight hours 
before the polls are opened, and seventeen or eighteen hours before 
they are closed. With equal propriety they could have fixed the 
commencement of its operation the midnight preceding the 20th of 
June, 1863, when the present Constitution went into operation, 
so have wiped out entirely the present Constitution that has ann 
them so much. Another novel feature is, all the offices it creates 






filled by choosing at the same election ; and the election of the 
members of the Legislature is to vacate the offices of the 


present 




no matter 



members, and as the terms of the members elect do not 

Tuesday of November next, between 
Legislature and no power anywhere to 
should happen. Whose “high and solemn 
protect us from encroachments 
that period? It provides that our 
first of January next, and 
as now established; but 
22d day of August, 
elected Court to 
as the newly elected 
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mand such officers 


ovember, may direct 
outstanding processes, 

due return 









connected 




becomes of the 
with these outstanding 
to solve. 










called the attention of my fellow citizens to 
ections. .Those touching the election 
imperfect description of our territory, 








Congress, 

hanced cost, &c., &c., have already been discussed by more 






My confidence in the intelligence and patriotism of my fellow citi¬ 
zens forbids a doubt, but that the proposed Constitution, its schedule 
and the ring, will be overwhelmingly defeated ; but if through the 
chastisements of at> inscrutable Providence it should happen other¬ 
wise, I would say in behalf of myself and fellow citizens; Remem¬ 
ber us, oh God, m this, the severest of Thy Inflictions 1 

Very Respectfully, 

G. P. 

July 22, 1872. 


The Governor subsequently proclaimed the Ratification carried by 

a vote of 42,154 in favor, and 37,748 against—by a majority of 4,406 
in an aggregate vote of 79,902; and new officers duly elected in pur¬ 
suance thereof. No returns had been received from the Counties 



Ritchie and McDowell, whose vote would not have changed the re- 
—if no fraud. The Convention submitted bv a seoarate noli 








The Convention submitted by a separate 
question, whether colored men should be eligible to office, though 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments of the Federal Constitu- 

them both citizens and voters. The vote for 
“on account of race, color, or previous 
servitude,” was only 27,568. A fear of Congressional 

ight uncover fraud) 1 was told, deterred many 

, who otherwise would. 












when both 
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puzzling question, and suspicious 
the aggregate vote cast in the State 
and colored people 
step in their scheme was 










i s 






egitimate cause! I 
friend, Mr. Hall, then Kdi 
appearing in that paper of October 

-with this additional suu 




solve the problem- 
time of the election, thousands of 
Slates, at work on the Western 


S S 






peake & Ohio Railroad, and there was no law requtrm 

voters—that having been repealed in 
by the Legislature that inaugurated the Convention scheme. 





“THE VOTE ON THE CONSTITUTION. 




our columns yesterday appeared the full vote of the State on 
Constitution in August, as derived from official sources, except¬ 
ing the Counties of McDowell and Ritchie from which no returns 
had been received. It shows that the vote then cast (at least return¬ 
ed) was far the largest ever cast in the State. The ‘aggregate report¬ 
ed is 79,902, with Ritchie and McDowell to hear from. These 
Counties cast about fifteen hundred votes a year ago. Their vote 
makes the total over eighty-one thousand. The vote for Governor 
in 1868 was 49,293, in 1870 56,030. That on the call for, the Con¬ 
vention in August last year, was 58,227. The vote last month is 
therefore more than 23,000, or over 40 per cent, greater than any 

ever cast before. All restrictions on suffrage were removed by the 

% 

ratification of the Flick Amendment in April last year. The vote 
in the following August was as free as it was last month, yet we have 
surprising addition in one year of 23,000 votes to a 





5 8,000 

******* 
“Cabell is the only County whose vote exceeded one to 
inhabitants. 







The Counties whose vote exceeded one to each 
to each four, are : Calhoun, Gilmer, Lincoln 

i, Webster and Wirt. All of these 
gave majorities for the Constitution. T 
was 473, this year 653 ; 
















Lincoln last year 721, this year 1 

911 ; Raleigh last year 48 
year 362; Wirt 
, this year 1, 
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year i 
such as Wood 












ants, which added 2 


instances quite as 
added 1,011 to her 2 
arbour, which added 
2 to its 440, and so on. 






not 




1 

figures 




vote may have been 
evidence that justifies us in asserting 
figures inevitably provoke a doubt. 

feader to judge for himself.*’ 



@sa 







1 published the following at the time the Legislature was remod¬ 
elling the Free School system, under their new Constitution ; and 

when different plans were being proposed; 


[No. t.] 

PLAN FOR A FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

fcditdfs Wheeling Intelligencer; 

Will not something like the followihg Free School System best suit 
our people at the present time ? 


First —Let the Legislature fix and levy the entire amount to be 
annually for school purposes. 






rn 




School 


Let this be collected by the Sheriffs and paid into 
reasury—the Auditor to keep an account of the school money 
from each County, 

Let the voters of each County elect a Treasurer 
hedge him round so the money can’t be 





Fourth 


amount 






h 




Authorise the Auditor to pay to each 
respective County has paid in, with 

fund as at present 

voters of each school district 
act as Commissioner— to keep ir 

draw the money coining to his district,; 
'ommissioner to draw no pay for ord 
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Courts, constitute 


Justice of 

Attorney and the Clerks of 

of Examiners—the 







Seventh 





Treasurer act as County 
to report to him, and he to the 












Eighth —Complete as soon as practicable, the Normal 

law, give to them the greatest efficiency 
make the terms so reasonable as to enable and induce the youn 
and women of our mountain districts to come and qualify 
become teachers in their respective districts or neighborhoods, 
will quicken and inspire the young men and women, and they will 
the best qualified to teach, quicken and inspire their neighbors* chil¬ 
dren. Their literary attainments need not be high, as it is only the 
rudiments they will be required to teach, but should be accurate and 
thorough as far as they have gone; This system not lo apply to in¬ 
corporated cities- and towns — give such the privilege of having as 
high a grade of schools as they desire— -they paying, the additional 
expense. 

It should! be constantly borne in mind,, it seems to me, that a large 

majority of the children of the State, especially the mountain dis¬ 
tricts, are comparatively illiterate, and to do the work right we ought 

h 

to begin at the bottom and work in a way that the taxpayers and 
parents shall see and realize the advantage derived to their children. 
The support the people have already given the system with 

administration* ought to admonish all that it is a 
their hearts. The children crave to learn the art 





near 




to read and think for themselves, and so 


themselves from the control of demagogues, both secular 
ual. My earnest desire is that every child in the 
inestimable privilege; and when this k done, it 
enough to consider whether it is true State 







find the means 


than a practical common school 
Such as really merit can alway 
;o higher, and all such as 











remain where they are, 

the Stat^ should become 
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also their 
safest and 






ing lawyer, 

, or thieving practitioner 
raised to the plan i 
levy money by “ 

the Legislature may not 
agents—and to their combined 
confide this delicate task for the 












that the Counties of low valuation 
-I reply that neither equity nor 



While the number of children may 




more man tney pay m- 
poiicy would sanction. 

larger, much less expensive teachers are required 
general thing to meet their wants. Besides, the more rich and 
vanced Counties have had to pay their way up from a similar state 

and why should not those now behind do likewise ? I 









no reason. 


Myself and friends have paid and are now paying large amounts 
of taxes for school purposes; and we do it most cheerfully when it 
goes to help open the eyes and enfranchise the minds of the youth of 
our State, but it stirs us deeply to see these “children's bread” snatch™ 
ed and devoured by dogs— nay worse than dogs—be they secular or 
of some of the religious orders. 


These are suggestions merely for the consideration of my fellow 
citizens and tax-payers. The plan is simple, and the people whose 
concern it is, can understand it “Thieves cannot break through and 
” It is purely secular, and ambitious rival sectaries cannot en- 








And though it possesses none of the complicated machinery 

system, which our mountain districts have never under- 
of course have mismanaged, nor the stilted, high 
recent Educational Convention propose to en 
many grades of Examining Boards, with as many 

worse than all a “Teachers' Institute,” 







ported in 




lessors 
as shall 


cue. Think 



Senatorial District, presided over and 
Professors” solely, to include doubtless the D. 

, with power to grant certificates 
their instruction, and get of course their 
-acceptance of that cue 
however well otherwise 
suggestive of another 
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it be our secular and 
the Normal Schools? 





yearmn 
would. 



antagonistic to our Normal 
same ground, to duplicate so 
religious sectarianism would animate 

for intellectual enlightenme 
, animate the other. 


















the school learning I ever got, I acquired in a 
in Massachusetts, where the system was 
indicated, and far less expensive than we may 
The master’s school in the winter was usually from ten 
weeks—as much time as the boys could be spared from 
Six hours each week day, except Saturday, which was three, 
was the time allowed; the rest of the time I had to work choppin 
wood; attending to stock, &c. It was the same with the other boys. 
Our master was usually one of our farmer’s sons who had qualified in 
the same school, except a finishing touch received in a quarter’s or so, 
attendance at some Academy. The average wages paid was $14 per 
month and boarded. The balance of the year he labored on a farm. 

The woman school was usually for a like period in the summer. 
The “School Marm,” as she was styled, was usually the daughter of 
some farmer of the district, and her pay was $1 a week and board. 
Only the children that were not large enough to work attended her 
school. I mention these facts to show how simple and cheap the 
“Free Schools” were in the State that first established them. 

Having no party feeling myself, I should be very sorry to see this 



vital question assume a partisan character. 

Very Respectfully, 


February 6, 1873. 

further suggest that as the tax-payers 
the school houses and pay the teachers ; 
enforcing indifferent parents and 
send their children or wards- 


G. 






money 







acquire the art 



-if physically able—a su; 
enables them to educate themse 
citizens, instead of (too often 
be supported as paupers or convicts. 
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dated April 2, 1 

Fuesday last by the custodian 
it. This custodian 









covenanted 


that Bowen had failed to keep 

. but still insisted and declared 


silence 









crimes that Beecher had been 
and for the further reason that the 

w 

“brave silence ” the “great preacher” has kept, 
document is given to the world to convict the principa 
against truth, public decency and reputation, meaning, 1 
Bowen, one of its members and main pillars since its 









The “great preacher,” in his note to the Eagle> says he “ 
now but for the sake of rescuing another from unjust 
tion,” which means Tilton, of course, who together with his 
had been pillars. “That the document was published by the custodian 
without the consent or authorization of either himself or Tilton > 
and if the document should lead the public to regard Mr. Tilton as 
the author of the calumnies to which it alludes, it will do him great 

injustice.” “I am unwilling,” he says, “that he (T .ilton) should even 

seem to be responsible for the injurious statements, whose force was 
derived wholly from another,” which must mean Bowen, or the “great 
preacher”* -his conscience having clothed himself with all the imputed 
guilt in spite of his exuberant “cheek!” The evidence already be¬ 
fore the public, in my opinion, (and I have carefully read it) applies 
it to the latter. 

The Eagle's prefatory remarks to the “great Preacher’s” 
dictated doubtless by him—says Mr. Claflin was the inaugurator 







unique “covenant,” for the purpose of reconciling 
Preacher” and Bowen ; and that this Claflin became the 

but “that Samuel Wilkeson, 

a copy of it, and that this same 
of Beecher gave it to the press 
consent or authorization.” 

’s people would think. A 



a 
















give but one of Tilton’: 
Pastor\ written in the fall of 1871, shortly 

fresh from a waterin 
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This is 


dence 



“great Preacher" 



me being. 



letter 







its genuineness has 
, who appearing simi 
Beecher won him to his 

Beecher : Sir ,—For reasons 





% 










I need not therefore recite , I 
Plymouth Pulpit forever, and leave Brooklyn 

Theodore 





The reli 








tf 


evidence already made public proves, it seems 
a degree of moral corruption, and disregard of law, in that church, 
its aiders and abettors, that has no parallel; and that the 
Preacher** himself has been the prime cause, and directing spirit, 
the whole. 

appears that Friday evening, May 30th, after the “covenant 
had been made public, the Deacons at the suggestion of the “great 
Preacher** resolved to have an investigation ! What whitewashing 
may we not expect ? 

Both Beecher with all his fascinating Aaron Burr magnetic pow¬ 
er, and the sticklers for an effete and worn-out theology, who employ 
him, should have better appreciated the great truth divinely announc¬ 
ed near nineteen hundred years ago, than to have attempted to pul 
the new wine of to-day into their old bottles ! It will burst the old 
bottles, and themselves too, if they continue the attempt to repress it. 
“*Tis hard to kick against the pricks“Truth is mighty, and 

though the whole secular press become subsidized, and 





pose, 


Very respectfully, 


G. P. 


June 10, 1875. 
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I 





not have written the foregoing, if it 
and alarming invasions these confederate actors 




made upon 
have 











and religious rights of American 
let the Church folks fight it out 
But this palpable violation 

in New York, should forbid any citizen let 

* * 

notice, and especially, those 








; out for danger, and give the ah 
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[No. 2 . j 

FOR A FRKF, SCHOOL SV 





Editors Wheeling Intelligencer: 

It has been objected that if the Legislature should fix and levy all 
the school money above that arising from the permanent fund, it 
would take from the people the privilege they now enjoy of raising a 
portion voluntarily through their local school boards, for only in that 
way are they now allowed to raise. 

I think such objectors do not understand the present law. The 
Legislature now levies io cents on every $100 valuation, which, with 
the poll tax it collects into the State Treasury, and then complacently 
says to the local school boards and through them to the people, now 
go to work and raise for yourselves sufficient money, when added to 
your quota, as shall run your schools four months in a year without 
exceeding 50 cents on a $ioo valuation—if you don’t, we will have 
the Circuit Court’s mandamus after you, and will withhold from you 
all the moneys we have already levied and collected from you and 
your quota arising from the permanent fund also. [See sections 44, 
45 and 60, chapter 45, Code.] A privilege like that a steamboat 
crew gives to horses, cattle, sheep, swine, &c., they wish to ship 
aboard. How much more manly and respectful to its constituents it 
would be for the Legislature, as the immediate and highest agency of 
the people, to fix the amount to be levied, collected, and pay it to the 
County School Treasurer, as needed, together with the quotas arising 
from the permanent fund, over which none but the people themselves 
have control. 

Others object that it would be shocking —after the property owners 
have been compelled to furnish the money to build the school houses, 
hire and pay the teachers—to oblige indifferent and sordid parents 


and guardians to give to the future men and women i 
the future sovereigns of the Republic, this inestim; 














sovereigns of the Republic, this inestir 
acquiring the art to educate themselves, 
se and useful citizens, instead of future 
in the form of public paupers' or convicts 
im youth, if I understand it, and I think 
t in some direction and make itself felt, e 
lor, or curse, disgrace and burden to the 
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a minor 





number 
ed our 1 



among parents 
Legislature to impose upon 
individuals a penalty 
school-going age without a certificate 
the youth has attended some 
year, I am informed that there 
totally illiterate youth in Wellsburg that have 

commodious free school, with its 







of teachers, which our taxpayers* money 






right of these indifferent or sordid parents so high and 
honest tax-paying citizens must still be compelled to 
paying, and keep mum, lest they diminish the numbers of such 
ents, demagogues political and spiritual, may have to prey upon? 
gret— however we might expect— that the objectors should be 
graduates of our colleges. 











I 



1 learn from the Auditors last report, which a friend loaned me, 

that delinquent Sheriffs prior to 1872 still hold on to $77,674.72 of 
the school money — the children’s bread-— and this is but a small item 
of the stealings in that direction. In fact, under the present system, 
the children in the mountain districts have scarcely got the crumbs 
of the funds raised for the purpose, that fell from the thieves’ table. 
And one of the collegiate editors remarks with a true clerical super¬ 
ciliousness, “G. P. is out again.” I answer —and intends to stay 
out until the children get their bread, in spite of thieves or sordid 
and unnatural parents. 

Very Respectfully, 

February 21, 1873. G. P. 
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THE 


PLYMOUTH CHURCH SCANDAL—ITS 

PREACHER” SPEAKS AT LAST. 

m 







the 3d inst, his 
number the 
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r, over the signature 
;h the same paper, in which he 





and his 


purity of Mr. Beecher, 
s great preacher,”) and also his Church ; and 

uncharitable,” if not malicious reflections 
, which he said was the Christian 





but the editors of that paper declined to publish my 






recent uncovering of Plymouth Church, its 
genus omrte in the Tii.ton and Beecher scandal trial 
rendered unnecessary further remarks by me, save this: 

, • M 

ilence and revealments that have shocked the moral sense, anti 





offended, if not nauseated, the entire aesthetic uature of the civil! 
world (or at least the unecclesiastical portion) entitled the 
with all his short comings, in my judgment, to a verdict without 
jury leaving their seats; and ought to teach tHe male heads of 
American families —oh the sanctity and purity of whose households 

. » | I i p 

our Republican Institutions rest—to remember the allegory of Eve 
and the snake, and like “the Angels; with flaming swords,” guard 
and protect, at all hazards; against all insidious invaders; and. 

especially such 1 as claitfi to be “called of (iod)” through whatever 

■ 

instrumentality;. to be “spiritual guides;” and conservators of our 
own, or families’ souls. 

Is not the only effective cure for the present rank arid unblushing 


concupiscence in the Churches, this: To let the women, of themselves 

run the present fchurches (as something of the kind, it would seem 
they must have) of; if they must have those of the other sex 
them—let such first become, of be made, Eunuchs. No one. I think 

• » 4 # i f • |. 

say, such a requirement would not be altogether 




Pauline 
fto 






B 

heads 




Does not the safety and purity of A 
present time, demand such a course ? 
American households, as think otherwise,* 

ilv revealments of the secular 





t 



ject; and remember what is 









§ • 





* * \ 

Plymouth Church, at the present 

a 

twenty-five hundred female 
wives, daughters, or sisters 
hose duly it is, 1 submit, 
lucratively, govern, gu 





feu 
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more pregnable, and at the 




j same tune, 

)oth male and female 
'ritual guidance, domination 
fed, inliueiuial males—of the 
head of whom stands 





froie 




entire Clerical fraternity in the U 








in i860, when the war begun, 

; S. Census of that year—-numbered, 





census was 





eW jtopitfafton 1 3*4,56 




# * 


whilst 


of o'ufr entire 


population during the Same period, was as one t d ten*; s6i*virtg 
that different kinds of emozoons multiply chWin-p disturbed. 



than* 


sirttf’kff 


dVaS^ 


submit, as a 66-Sovereign it is my right, aV well as imperative duty, 
nfs it is theirs afeo,- to lake care that tV the RiLPUBLtc Deceives no' 
rnyfioMENT/’ IVotVi 1 this, or other soui^ce.- 


P. S, 


Au^Ust 2, 18/5. The 31st ult., at A. MI 1 ., die Honest,- 
Brave and Patriotic Spirit? of Andrew Johnson took its flight to a 
more deserving worhl—wiflV this as its last expressed winh, that Ibis' 
^'ouulrv’s Flag might wrap Mv mortal remains ! 
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